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Text: Alexander Alexandrovich Kozlov,
Minister of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation (MNRE)
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The World Ocean is mysterious and unexplored. It covers over 70% of the Earth's
surface, but its seabed has been studied by no more than 5%. Today, this terra
incognita is gradually beginning to reveal its secrets. For decades, geologists
around the world have been studying the ocean floor, and they all unanimously
declare that its resource potential is immense.

The mineral resources contained within the
ocean depths — specifically ferromanganese
nodules (FMN), cobalt-manganese crusts
(CMC), and deep-sea polymetallic sulphides
(DSPS) — are complex sources of strategic
mineral raw materials. Moreover, there is no
need to search for them extensively or extract
them as byproducts: everything is already con-
centrated in one place. Based on studied ter-
ritories alone, it can be stated with confidence
that cobalt resources in the World Ocean ex-
ceed 350 million tons — 7.5 times more than
on land; manganese resources are five times
greater, exceeding 70 billion tons; and nickel
resources are 1.5 times greater, amounting to
over 650 million tons.

Activities related to the exploration and devel-
opment of mineral resources in the internation-
al seabed area of the World Ocean, which lies
beyond the jurisdiction of coastal states, are
governed by international maritime law and
based on the provisions of the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(hereinafter referred to as the Convention). In
accordance with this, the International Seabed
Authority (ISA) was established in 1994.

The ISA is the only international organization
that oversees the exploration of the World
Ocean's subsoil and has the authority to enter
into contracts for exploration work in the inter-
national seabed area. According to established
practice, these documents are signed for a
15-year term with the possibility of a five-year
extension. To date, 20 countries hold 31 active
exploration contracts.

FMN are the most valuable in terms of extrac-
tion, with 19 contracts signed for their explora-
tion. Eight contracts are for the search for poly-
metallic sulphides (PS), and four for cobalt-rich
crusts. Nodules are also more popular because

they are easier to retrieve from the seabed,
despite being located at greater depths. FMN
lie directly on the surface of the seabed, and
their hemispherical shape allows them to be
captured by a manipulator and brought to the
surface without the need for preliminary rock
excavation.

As the successor state to the Soviet Union
and a responsible member of the internation-
al community, Russia supports the UN-centric
international legal system. Our country signed
the Convention in 1982 and ratified it in 1994.
Since then, three contracts have been con-
cluded with the ISA. Let us examine them in
more detail. The first one was signed back
in 2001 and involves the exploration of FMN
in the northeastern part of the Pacific Ocean,
within the Clarion-Clipperton Zone (see map).
The depth of these nodules in this area ranges
from 4.7 to 5.4 kilometers.

Over the past 25 years, specialists from
JSC Yuzhmorgeologiya (a subsidiary of the
Rosgeologiya holding) have conducted large-
scale prospecting and evaluation work, which
has made it possible to identify specific sites
for FMN extraction and determine other impor-
tant characteristics of the underwater depos-
its. According to the regulations, the contract
with the ISA must be extended to continue
exploration activities in international waters.
And we have succeeded! The extension pro-
cedure took place on August 31 of this year, for
which the ISA Secretary-General, Leticia Reis
de Carvalho, visited Moscow. The contract
granted Russia the exclusive right to continue
the exploration of FMN in an area covering
75,000 square kilometers.

| would like to note that FMN contain nick-

el, cobalt, manganese, and rare-earth ele-
ments all at once. These are vital components!
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For instance, cobalt and manganese are wide-
ly used in metallurgy to improve the quality of
steel. Furthermore, these metals are “battery
metals,” meaning they are used in the manu-
facturing of various types of electric vehicles.
Copper is the third most in-demand metal in
the world after iron and aluminum. It is essen-
tial for the production of computers, televi-
sions, microwave ovens, and the installation
of drinking water supply systems. It is a cru-
cial component for parts in aircraft, trains, and
ships. Indeed, almost all modern electrical wir-
ing is made of copper.

The second Russian contract — for the explo-
ration of PS in the Atlantic Ocean — was con-
cluded by the Ministry of Natural Resources in

2012 and is valid until 2027. Next year, we also
plan to extend it for a five-year term. To date,
work on assessing the resource base has been
completed, and detailed geological exploration
lies ahead. The depth of the DSPS in the Russian
exploration area reaches four kilometers, and its
area covers 2,500 square kilometers. This is a
vast territory. Fourteen ore occurrences have
already been identified within the area. Two of
them, “Korallovoye” and “Molodezhnoye”, dis-
covered in 2019, are characterized by chalcopy-
rite-bornite ores. Chalcopyrite, it should be not-
ed, is a critical industrial mineral and the primary
source of copper.

The third contract, signed by the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Environment in

2015 and valid until 2030, involves the explo-
ration of cobalt-rich crusts in the Pacific Ocean,
also covering an area of 2,500 square kilom-
eters at depths of up to three kilometers.

To the casual reader, all this probably sounds
simple and straightforward. In reality, however,
marine geological exploration is an incredibly
complex process — technically challenging
and extremely labor-intensive. Each stage re-
quires different objectives, specialized techni-
cal means, and high-tech equipment. To put
this in perspective: beyond geological explora-
tion of ore fields, it is necessary to collect data
on seabed characteristics and conduct base-
line environmental studies. To achieve this, ma-
rine geologists use echo sounders of various

direct speech

According to the regulations, the contract
with the ISA must be extended to continue

exploration activities in international
waters. And we have succeeded!

types and modifications, side-scan sonars,
acoustic profilers, and deep-sea photo-video
systems. Sampling of the seabed and ore for-
mations is carried out, among other things, us-
ing tools such as drilling rigs, while the study of
hydrophysical, hydrochemical, and other prop-
erties of water masses requires the use of spe-
cialized probes.

RUSSIAN EXPLORATION AREAS OF THE WORLD OCEAN

W71

Contract 3

Concluded in 2015
MNRE

Resources 270 Mt
Area 3000 km?
Manganese Mn — 21,93%
Cobalt Co — 0,52%
Nickel Ni — 0,52%
Copper Cu — 0,12%

RAZVEDCHZK

Contract 1

Concluded in 2001

JSC Yuzhmorgeologiya
(Rosgeo)

Resources 551 Mt
Area 75000 km?
Manganese Mn — 30,29%
Cobalt Co — 0,23%
Nickel Ni — 1,42%
Copper Cu — 1,16%

WIN

."A\ I: l 1 : A\i\‘

NO3 (16) September 2026

based on the seafloor topography map of the World Ocean

Contract 2

Concluded in 2012
MNRE

Resources 239 Mt
Area 2500 km?
Copper Cu—10,89 g/t
Zinc Zn — 2,93 g/t
Gold Au — 51 g/t
Silver Ag — 28,9 g/t
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CMC — cobalt-rich ferromanganese crusts
FMN — ferromanganese nodules

REA-DSPS — deep-sea polymetallic sulphides

. Depths of mineral deposits (meters)

AN JCEAN
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Why am | detailing this? Because our country
possesses significant scientific and industrial
potential, which allows us to promptly meet all
the needs of the marine geological service for
operations at great ocean depths. This is evi-
denced by a number of cutting-edge domes-
tic developments. Overall, in terms of techni-
cal and technological support for exploration
tasks, we are at a fairly high level. However,
maintaining this level, not to mention further
expanding our technical potential, requires the
combined efforts of government agencies, do-
mestic businesses, and design and engineer-
ing organizations.

| believe that today, we must prioritize the de-
velopment of robotics. This is especially true
for underwater technical systems designed for

Our country possesses significant
scientific and industrial potential, which

allows us to promptly meet all the needs
of the marine geological service for
operations at great ocean depths.

6 RAZVEDCHZK

remote exploration of the geological structure
and ore potential of the ocean floor. A case in
point is the current fleet of autonomous un-
derwater vehicles (AUVs), which are five to six
times more efficient than manned submersi-
bles. The robotization of technical equipment
will significantly improve both the cost-effec-
tiveness of geological exploration and the
quality of the data collected.

Returning to our contracts with the ISA
(International Seabed Authority), | would like
to emphasize that all of them involve pilot min-
ing. However, to begin this process, we need
prototypes of deep-sea equipment. Certain
developments in this area have already been
made. | am confident that our colleagues from
the Ministry of Industry and Trade will do every-
thing possible to ensure these prototypes are
ready on time.

Furthermore, we should begin preparing for
the industrial extraction of seabed minerals
today, even though the ISA currently only is-
sues contracts for exploration. Extraction will
commence once the Exploitation Regulations
for mineral resources are adopted at the inter-
national level. According to Leticia Carvalho,
this will not happen before 2027. Discussions

NO3 (16) September 2026

regarding royalties and environmental stand-
ards are already underway.

The transition from exploration to develop-
ment of the solid seabed minerals will un-
doubtedly pose fundamentally new techno-
logical challenges for scientists and engineers
worldwide. However, there are also a number
of issues, primarily of a legal nature, that re-
quire increased attention from the internation-
al community. | am referring to the unilateral
actions of the United States (which, incidental-
ly, is not a party to the Convention, having nev-
er ratified it), which run counter to established
practice and undermine the Convention's ob-
jectives ensuring the orderly, safe, and sustain-
able use of ocean resources for the benefit of
all mankind.

Let me recall that in December 2023,
Washington, in violation of established proce-
dures, arbitrarily expanded its continental shelf
boundaries beyond the generally recognized
200-mile zone. Subsequently, in April 2025,
President D. Trump issued an executive order
“authorizing” American companies to conduct
deep-sea resource extraction in areas beyond
national jurisdiction. Together with other par-
ties to the Convention, which include the vast
majority of the world's nations, we consider
these actions unlawful and intend to press the
United States to return to the legal framework.

But let us return to Russia. | believe it is time
for us to identify the companies interested in
seabed mining and willing to act as extraction
operators. This would allow them to directly
address issues related to cost-effective tech-
nologies. Specialized equipment and tech-
nology, including vessels, mining complexes,
laboratories, and processing facilities, are also
critically important. Their creation takes con-
siderable time, so we need to start now.

Based on data obtained during the prospect-
ing and evaluation phase, we can estimate,
that once commercial seabed mining begins,
these new raw materials will increase our land-
based resources by 93% for cobalt, 13% for
manganese, 8% for copper, and nearly 4% for
nickel. Of course, this is a long-term perspec-
tive. It is difficult to assess exactly how, or rath-
er to what extent, marine reserves will impact

NO3 (16) September 2026
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Today, we must prioritize the development
of robotics. This is especially true for
underwater technical systems designed

for remote exploration of the geological
structure and ore potential of the ocean
floor.

global markets at this stage. However, experts
agree that the consumption of nickel, cobalt,
and manganese will grow steadily. Therefore,
despite all the pitfalls — both literal and figura-
tive — deep-sea mining will eventually become
a priority, and the World Ocean, with its vast
mineral deposits, will make a decisive contri-
bution to the sustainable development of our
civilization.

On the sidelines of
the Eastern Economic
Forum. Vladivostok.
September 5,2019
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Russia's mineral resource base,
concentrated both offshore and onshore,

is one of the most robust in the world! It is
capable of meeting both the needs of the
domestic economy and foreign demand.

At a meeting of the
Board of the Ministry
of the Russian
Federation for
Development of the
Russian Far East

and Arctic.

Moscow. July 3,2019
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Let us not forget that Russia is engaged in ge-
ological exploration not only in international
waters but also within its own national seas.
There are currently 75 oil and gas fields on the
Russian continental shelf. Their reserves are
impressive: they account for about 25% of all
Russian gas reserves and approximately 12%
of condensate. Some of these fields have al-
ready been licensed, and extraction is system-
atically underway at 20 of them. They yield up

to 21 million tons of oil, over 53 billion cubic
meters of gas, and nearly 2.5 million tons of
gas condensate annually.

In general, Russia's mineral resource base,
concentrated both offshore and onshore, is
one of the most robust in the world! It is capa-
ble of meeting both the needs of the domestic
economy and foreign demand. Russia's subsoil
contains 236 types of minerals, meaning it has
virtually the entire periodic table. In addition to
traditional and well-known resources, there are
also completely unique ones. For example, re-
serves of synnyrite ores (a source of aluminum
raw materials) have been explored only in
Russia: the Kalyumnoye deposit in Buryatia and
the Golevskoye deposit in the Zabaikalsky Krai.

Possessing resources is not enough; one must
know how to use them rationally. It is encour-
aging that over the past ten years we have
consistently replenished more than we have
extracted. Sustainable growth dynamics are
being demonstrated, for example, by gold,
silver, copper, lead, zinc, iron ores, coal, and
platinoids. Regarding the first half of 2026,
we have seen significant reserve increases (in
tons): 176.6 tons of gold, 1,400 tons of silver,
340,000 tons of copper, 48,800 tons of lead,
273,000 tons of zinc, 133 million tons of iron
ore, 163 million tons of coal, and 12 tons of
platinoids. We have also seen an increase in
reserves of zirconium, which is in short supply
for the Russian economy, amounting to nearly
12,000 tons.

Naturally, we'll sum up the final results in
December; as geologists are still working.
But | can already say that 162 new deposits
have been added to the state reserve bal-
ance. Among the main discoveries of the year
are the Televeyem gold deposits in Chukotka,
with 30 tons of gold and 292 tons of silver
reserves, and the N.I. Grigoriev gas conden-
sate field in the Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous
Okrug, which holds approximately 50 billion
cubic meters of gas.

We're expecting good news regarding urani-
um. Starting this year, we have increased fund-
ing for its exploration by nearly seven times (!):
from 900 million to six billion rubles. Uranium
is exceptionally important not only for nuclear

NO3 (16) September 2026

power but also for the development of technol-
ogies. Today, uranium geological exploration
is underway in Buryatia, Yakutia, Transbaikalia,
andthe Jewish Autonomous Region. Geologists
are primarily focused on detecting deposits ac-
cessible for development using the low-cost
and environmentally efficient method of in-situ
leaching. In Buryatia, the focus remains on the
Vitimsky uranium ore district, one of the key
uranium mining centers in the country. Here,
prospect evaluation survey is being carried out
at several sites: Baytakhskaya, Dulesminskaya,
and Muyasynskaya.

In Yakutia, we are focusing on the Elkon ura-
nium ore district. Its unique feature is the pres-
ence of gold-uranium ores, some of which are
classified as off-balance reserves: currently,
extracting uranium from these deposits is not
economically viable due to the complex min-
eral composition and the depth of the occur-
rence. However, in the future, new processing
technologies may make the extraction of these
resources profitable. Work will continue over
the next three years, with at least 13 billion ru-
bles invested in it, funded by surplus revenues
from auctions. Why are we paying so much at-
tention to uranium? Because it is necessary to
prepare promising sites for its development, as
a global shortage of this raw material is expect-
ed after 2040.

NO3 (16) September 2026
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The most critical tasks in the field of subsoil
use are taking into account the demands of the
economy and anticipating what the country will
need in 10, 15 or more years. Exploration and
development of mineral resources contribute
to the growth of GRP, create new jobs, and fos-
ter infrastructure development. And, of course,
they generate additional tax revenues. Every
year, the federal budget receives more than
9 trillion rubles from the Mineral Extraction Tax
(MET), and the mining sector, along with related
industries, accounts for one-fifth of the gross
value added structure. In monetary terms, this
amounts to more than 35 trillion rubles.

Subsoil use is, without exaggeration, the foun-
dation of the country's economic development.
The geological sector proudly upholds this
honorable status and successfully addresses
all the strategic challenges it faces. Because
you can always rely on geologists. %

Oil extraction at the
offshore ice-resistant
stationary platform
"Prirazlomnaya” in the
Okhotsk Sea

Exploration and development of mineral
resources contribute to the growth of GRP,

create new jobs, and foster infrastructure
development. And, of course, they generate
additional tax revenues.

RAZVEDCHZK 9
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Dear friends!

By decision of the President of Russia Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin, the International Youth
Festival 2026 will be held in Yekaterinburg, a city
located on the border between Europe and Asia,
from September 11to 17. Thousands of young peo-
ple from all over the world, passionate about com-
mon idea of changing the world for the better will
come to our country to take part in the event.

| am sincerely glad and proud that it is Russia, with
its centuries-old history of respectful international
and cross-cultural dialogue, that has once again
opened its doors to the participants of such a vi-
brant and large-scale event, as it did in Moscow in
1975 and 1985, and in Sochi and Sirius in 2017 and
2024. We are creating a space where the image

of a common multipolar future is taking shape —
an open and fair future, filled with equal opportu-
nities for everyone.

The festival’'s motto, “Follow your dream.
Together with Russia,” perfectly reflects its es-
sence. Today for many foreigners including
young people, our country truly serves as an ex-
ample of how one should treat the history and
traditions, as well as such major institutions as
family, motherhood and childhood. Here, in
Russia, the concepts of “patriotism,” “devotion to
duty,” “supreme service” have a specific practi-
cal meaning embodied in thousands of destinies
of our compatriots, not only ancestors, but also
contemporaries.

Getting acquainted with their labor and military
feats, with what Russian servicemen and scien-
tists, astronauts and intelligence officers, engi-
neers, doctors, and representatives of many other
respected and in-demand professions have done
and continue to do for the benefit of the father-
land helps to form a strong value-based founda-
tion and moral fibre among youth and allows to
distinguish lie from truth and not to give in to ene-
my manipulations. It is based on honesty and dili-
gence, faithfulness to the word and deed, respect
for elders and selfless love for the motherland.

It is gratifying that most of our teenagers are not
indifferent and are true patriots. They declare
their civil position by their actions: they volunteer
at the front line, support families of the victims, re-
store the borderlands, develop the science, and
work to preserve historical memory and tradition-
al values. It is in this kind of creation, in concrete
deeds and actions for the common good, that a

true Russian character manifests itself. That en-
during strength that moves our country forward.

Children and teenagers have always been
Russia’s absolute national priority. We are proud
of our young citizens and especially of those who
do not just wait, but take action, develop them-
selves, and contribute to the rise of the state. We
are doing everything to give our children the best
opportunities to realize their potential in Russia,
a country with a strong character and a big heart.

| wish you new achievements, success in find-
ing yourself and your true calling. And remem-
ber: Victory has always been and will always be
ours — on the side of Russia, truth and justice.

Sincerely,

Grigory Guroy,

Head of the Federal Agency

for Youth Affairs (Rosmolodyozh)
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By Order N°00882 of the NKVD of the USSR, a Special Group was established under the

People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs to train and deploy reconnaissance and sabotage
units and detachments behind enemy lines. The special forces of the Special Group in-
cluded highly experienced Soviet intelligence officers, as well as a number of Foreign
Intelligence (INO) veterans who had been released from the Gulag. In October of the

same year, the Special Group was transformed into the 4th Directorate of the NKVD of
the USSR, and the special forces were reorganized into the Separate Special Purpose

Motorized Rifle Brigade (OMSBON). The permanent head of these structures until Victory
was the Deputy Chief of Foreign Intelligence, Pavel Anatolyevich Sudoplatov (pictured).
Over the years of the war, more than a thousand of the OMSBON members were awarded
orders and medals, and 24 of them were awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union.

28

August
1911

Ivan Ivanovich Agayants was born in the city of Yelizavetpol (now Ganja, Azerbaijan) into the

family of an Armenian priest. At the age of 19, he followed his two elder brothers to Moscow
and began his Chekist service. In 1936, he was enlisted in the Foreign Department of the
OGPU, and a year later he was sent to Paris for operational work. In 1939, he participated
in the operation to evacuate the leaders of the Communist Party of Spain to the USSR
following the rise to power of General Franco’s military junta. From 1941 to 1945, he
served as a chief of station in Iran, and from 1946 to 1947, in France. Upon returning to
Moscow, he held senior position in the central office. In 1967, he was appointed Deputy
Chief of the PGU of the KGB of the USSR. He was awarded the Order of Lenin, the Order

of the Red Banner, the Order of the Red Banner of Labour, the Order of the Patriotic War

(2nd class), two Orders of the Red Star, and numerous medals.
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Boris Semyonovich lvanov was born in Petrograd into a working-class family. In 1937,
six months after beginning his studies at the Leningrad Electrotechnical Institute,
he was transferred to the Leningrad NKVD School under a Komsomol assignment.
During the war, he took part in the liquidation of enemy sabotage groups. He was
recruited into foreign intelligence in 1949 and travelled abroad several times, in-
cluding as a station chief. From 1966 to 1979, he was First Deputy Chief of Foreign
Intelligence. From 1982 until his retirement in 1987, he headed a group of consult-
ants to the Chairman of the KGB of the USSR. Lieutenant General. He was awarded
two Orders of Lenin, the Order of the October Revolution, two Orders of the Red
Banner, the Order of the Red Banner of Labour, the Order of the Red Star, and nu-
merous medals.

The legendary intelligence officer Nikolai Ivanovich Kuznetsov was born into a peasant family
in the village of Zyryanka, in what is now the Sverdlovsk Region. He studied at a Forestry

22

September
2016

By Decree N° 491 of the President of the Russian Federation, Sergey Yevgenyevich
Naryshkin was appointed Director of the SVR of Russia, effective October 5, 2016.
Personally introducing him to the staff at the Service’s headquarters in Yasenevo, the
head of state emphasized: “Sergey Yevgenyevich has always been distinguished by
high professionalism, responsibility, and a serious approach to any task entrusted to
him; he also proved himself well in intelligence when he worked there. In this sense,
he is returning home.” The past years have been marked by the active introduction of
new technologies into intelligence activities and the strengthening of cooperation with
foreign partner structures. Considerable attention is also being paid to popularizing the
profession: new books are being published and films about intelligence are being made
based on declassified documents. In 2024, S.E. Naryshkin became a full holder of the
Order “For Merit to the Fatherland.”

Ivan Andreevich Chichayev was born in the village of Usklyai, Insarsky District, Penza

Technical School and, through communication with fellow countrymen who were native
speakers, mastered German perfectly. From the mid-1930s until the start of the war, he par-
ticipated in a series of Soviet counterintelligence operations in Sverdlovsk and Moscow. In
August 1942, following a year of training, he arrived at the base of the NKGB USSR special
detachment “Pobediteli” (The Victorious) on the territory of German-occupied Western
Ukraine. Operating under the guise of Wehrmacht officer Paul Siebert, he conducted suc-
cessful reconnaissance and sabotage missions in the enemy's rear for 18 months. He died
in March 1944 in an unequal battle with Ukrainian nationalists. He was awarded the title of

September

Governorate (now the Insarsky District of the Republic of Mordovia) into a peasant family. In
1915, he was recruited into military service; from 1919, he was a Cheka officer. Having be-
gun his service in foreign intelligence in 1924, he worked abroad almost continuously until
1947, including serving as a Station Chief of the INO (Foreign Department) in six different
countries. During the Great Patriotic War, with the start of partnership between the intel-
ligence services of the USSR and Great Britain, he served as the official representative of
Soviet intelligence in London. After retiring in 1952, he published memoirs: “Unforgettable
Years,” “Pages of Bygone Days.” He was awarded the Order of Lenin, two Orders of the Red

Hero of the Soviet Union (posthumously).

August

By decision of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist
Party (Bolsheviks), Artur Khristianovich Artuzov (Frauchi), a career Chekist and met-
allurgical engineer who came from a family of Russified Swiss cheese-makers, was
appointed head of the Foreign Department of the OGPU of the USSR. As head of
the INO until May 1935, he significantly strengthened its illegal and scientific-tech-
nical work, initiated the recruitment of promising agents, including the legendary
Cambridge Five, and substantially bolstered the intelligence service’s personnel and
operational-technical support.

1896

29
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Banner, the Order of the Red Star, the Badge of Honor, and numerous medals.

The Politburo of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks),
in response to an official request from the Spanish government led by Francisco
Largo Caballero, approved a plan to provide assistance to the Spanish Republic.
Under this plan, thousands of Soviet volunteers went to fight against Franco’s fascist
regime, and weapons and military equipment were also supplied. For more than two
years, many career Cheka intelligence officers served as advisers to the leadership
of the Republicans and to the commanders of the volunteer international brigades
being formed in the country, including future Heroes of the Soviet Union: Stanislav
Alekseevich Vaupshasov, Vasily Zakharovich Korzh, Kirill Prokofievich Orlovsky,

1931

By decision of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and the Council of Ministers
of the USSR, the “Vympel” Special Forces Unit was created within the structure of the
First Chief Directorate (PGU) of the KGB of the USSR to conduct operational-combat
missions abroad. The detachment’s core personnel consisted of veterans of the KGB
non-staff special task forces “Zenit” and “Kaskad,” which had fought in Afghanistan since
1979. Like their successors from “Vympel”, they were trained at the Advanced Training
Courses for Officer Staff (KUOS), which had been operating since 1969 in Balashikha,
near Moscow, at the same closed facility that had housed the Special Purpose School
(ShON) since 1938.
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30

September
1991

Alexander Markovich Rabtsevich.

1936

By Decree N°2632 of the President of the USSR, Yevgeny Maksimovich Primakov was
appointed First Deputy Chairman and Head of the First Chief Directorate of the KGB of
the USSR. He was instructed to submit proposals within one week to separate intelli-
gence agencies from the KGB. As the first and only Director of the Central Intelligence
Service of the USSR (November 6 — December 18, 1991) and the first Director of the
SVR of Russia (December 18, 1991 — January 9, 1996), Yevgeny Maksimovich did eve-
rything possible to uphold the Service’s autonomy, preserve its personnel, and maintain
its unique operational and analytical potential.
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On September 4, 2026, the 22nd meeting of the heads of se-
curity and intelligence agencies of CIS member states took
place at the "Palace of Congresses" state complexin Strelna,
St. Petersburg. Delegations arrived from Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,

and Uzbekistan.

Events in this format have been held
since 1992, when the Agreement on
the Basic Principles of Cooperation be-
tween the Intelligence Services of the
Security Agencies of CIS Member States
was signed in Alma-Ata. Since the early
2000s, substantive professional interac-
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tion at the level of intelligence agency
heads has become systematic.

In his welcoming address to the par-
ticipants, Russian President Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin noted: "Over the
years, your meetings have convinc-

ingly proven their effectiveness. Co-
operation in the sphere of intelligence
is a significant factor in strengthening
the sovereignty and security of each
CIS member state and in creating con-
ditions for stability and development
across the entire Commonwealth.”
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During the plenary session, the main
focus was on improving coopera-
tion among CIS intelligence agen-
cies amidst rising geopolitical insta-
bility and the continued escalation
of threats to the Commonwealth's
interests. It was pointed out that the
actions of certain "collective West"
states, aimed at maintaining global
dominance, lead to undermining the
international legal system and signifi-
cantly destabilizing the military-polit-
ical situation along the CIS borders.

Sergei Yevgenyevich Naryshkin, Direc-
tor of the Foreign Intelligence Service
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(SVR) of the Russian Federation, deliv-
ered a report at the forum, emphasiz-
ing that European elites are attempting
to revive the "spirit of the Wehrmacht"
in Europe and are making significant
efforts to destabilize the situation with-
in CIS countries. "Hundreds of millions
of euros are allocated annually —
through the European Endowment for
Democracy alone — to fund the activi-
ties of so-called humanitarian NGOs
in the post-Soviet space. Their pri-
mary, unadvertised role is to maintain
a state of constant societal division
and unrest, while fostering a consum-
erist attitude toward the authorities
and stoking protest sentiment," stated
S.Y. Naryshkin.

Warning of the risks of a full-scale
conflict, the Director of SVR noted:
"According to our data, European
leaders believe in ‘controlled escala-
tion' — a strategy of 'brinkmanship'
devised by Western intelligence
agencies back in the Cold War era.
<..> Our task — without waiting for
the spiral of escalation in Eurasia
to reach its breaking point — is to
strengthen our own collective se-
curity system and develop mecha-

nisms for dialogue and cooperation,
free from the interference of external
forces or the imposition of alien de-
velopment models and values. In this
regard, security agencies and intel-
ligence services bear a heightened
responsibility."

The meeting took place in a tradition-
ally warm and friendly atmosphere.
Afterward, S.Y. Naryshkin spoke to
the press, briefly summarizing the
discussion: "My colleagues and |/
have reached a consensus that the
existing risks and threats require our
agencies to coordinate their intel-
ligence activities more closely. Un-
der these circumstances, we have
agreed to step up joint efforts to en-
sure the sustainable development
and security of all Commonwealth
nations, as well as to uphold their in-
terests on the international stage."

Full text of
S.E. Naryshkin’s
address
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“For Impeccable Service Abroad”

The Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) has recently established a new departmental award —
the medal “For Impeccable Service Abroad.” Mikhail Vitalievich Pogudin, Editor-in-Chief of
Razvedchik magazine, Chairman of the SVR Veterans' Council, Lieutenant General (Ret.)
was one of the first to be honored with the medal from the hands of SVR Director Sergey

Yevgenyevich Naryshkin.

The purpose of any award is to im-
mortalize a person’s achievements,
merits, and victories, and to embody
decades of labor, strength of spirit,
and personal heroism in metal. Ac-
cording to S.Y. Naryshkin, the “For
Impeccable Service Abroad” medal
is “unique and invaluable, as it can
only be awarded to those who have
spent many years of their profession-
al lives abroad, literally on the front
lines of a special secret front, while
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demonstrating outstanding results in
operational and official activities.”

“Personnel of our foreign apparatus
are the primary combat unit of our
Service. They are the key to address-
ing the complex challenges faced
by foreign intelligence — challeng-
es related to safeguarding Russia’s
security and protecting its national
interests abroad. In doing so, they
must operate in extremely difficult

conditions under intense pressure
from hostile intelligence services,
often in openly adversarial environ-
ments, far from home, and for long
periods without seeing their families
and loved ones,” the head of the SVR
emphasized. He urged those receiv-
ing the award to generously share
their wealth of experience and pro-
fessional skills gained abroad with
younger officers, and to reveal their
formula for success.
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For obvious reasons, we cannot dis-
close the names of most of those who
were honored with this award. In the
pages of this magazine, in addition to
M.V. Pogudin, we will mention anoth-
er distinguished intelligence officer
who dedicated many years to work-
ing abroad. This is the Chairman of
the Board of the Regional Public Or-
ganization “Veterans of Foreign In-
telligence,” Lieutenant General (Ret.)
Sergey Vasilyevich Kotenko.

In his speech in reply, M.V. Pogudin
thanked the Service leadership for
the high recognition of his work, not-
ing that the medal serves as a sum-
mary of his career abroad: “Looking
back atthose 23 years and 3 months
spent abroad, one realizes that not
everything went as planned, and
unfortunately, some things were
missed. However, much was indeed
accomplished — for the country and
for the intelligence service. During
my very first assignment, | had the
opportunity to work as the chief of
station. | immediately realized that
the most important thing is caring
for the team, for the people and
their safety. It was a heavy burden:
difficult, full of responsibility, and vi-
tal. I am glad that over these years,
both | and the entire team managed
to achieve significant operational

The Medal
for Impeccable
Service Abroad

This decoration is awarded to SVR of
Russia personnel for excellence in opera-
tional and official duties during long-term
foreign assignments and service at the
Center. The medal is issued in three class-
es: 1st Class (the highest) for 20 or more
years of service abroad, 2nd Class for at
least 15 years, and 3rd Class for at least
10 years.
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results, although there were critical
situations — we faced quite a few
of them. | am proud that | received
both of my general’s stars there,
on the front line. | must note that
only close contact with the Center
allowed me and my comrades to
achieve our set goals.”

Despite his venerable age — Mikhail
Vitalievich Pogudin turned 80 this
August — his professional and life

experience remains actively utilized
in various areas of the Service’s
work. The editorial board of Razved-
chik magazine congratulates Mikhail
Vitalievich on his prestigious award
and joins in all the warm words ex-
pressed on the occasion of his jubi-
lee by the Service’s leadership, col-
leagues, and like-minded people. We
wish him many years of life, and we
are proud to be by his side and learn
from him! %
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The CIS's contribution to the fight
against international terrorism

Text: Evgeny Sergeevich Sysoyev, Head of the Commonwealth of Independent States
Anti-Terrorism Center (CIS ATC), Colonel General

This December, the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) will celebrate its 35th
anniversary.Fromitsveryfirstday, the organization's missionwas to promote the preservation
of the common economic, humanitarian, and political-diplomatic space created during the
Soviet time. Security issues, including countering terrorism, have been and still remain one
of the main areas of joint work.

18 RAZVEDCHZK NO3 (16) September 2026

Following the collapse of the USSR,
the formation of the CIS took place
against the backdrop of a profound
systemic crisis. The paralysis of gov-
ernance mechanisms, the exacer-
bation of socioeconomic and eth-
no-political contradictions, and the
weakening of control at external bor-
ders created fertile ground for the
rise of separatists, radical extremists,
and criminal organizations.

Internal conflicts, particularly the civ-
il war in Tajikistan and the Chechen
conflict in Russia, have become the
most tragic examples of this insta-
bility and have contributed to the
radicalization of a part of population,
the influx of foreign fighters, and the
strengthening of armed groups oper-
ating with the participation of emis-
saries and mercenaries from the Mid-
dle East and South Asia.

The resurgent terrorist groups in the
post-Soviet space sought to provoke
widespread public outcry through
bloody attacks that claimed numer-
ous civilian lives. One of the first
large-scale terrorist attacks, which
happened in Budyonnovsk in 1995,
involved hostage-taking by Chech-
en militants under the leadership of
Basayev. The attack killed 129 peo-
ple. The explosion of an apartment
building in Kaspiysk, Dagestan
(1996) claimed the lives of 68 peo-
ple, among them 20 children. The
explosions of multistory buildings in
Buynaksk, Moscow, and Volgodonsk
in 1999, which killed over 300 civil-
ians, became a tragic milestone.

The Beslan tragedy (2004) is one
of the gravest chapters in Russia's
recent history. Assessing the con-
sequences of this terrorist attack,

Left: CIS Secretary General S.N. Lebedev (second
left) and CIS ATC head E.S. Sysoyev (second right) at
the 19th Conference of heads of main anti-terrorist
bodies of the CIS member states.

Moscow.June 9, 2026
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Russian President Vladimir Putin
said, “We are dealing with a direct
intervention of international terror
against Russia, with a total, cruel
and full-scale war that again and
again is taking the lives of our fellow
citizens.”

Terrorism has not spared other Com-
monwealth countries. The events in
Batken of 1999-2000 were one of
the first major terrorist incidents in
Kyrgyzstan during the post-Soviet
period. The armed invasion of the
southern part of the country by mili-
tants from the international terror-
ist organization Islamic Movement
of Uzbekistan (now the Turkistan
Islamic Party’ — Editor’s note) was
accompanied by fighting and hos-
tage-taking. Bishkek also suffered
from explosions and attacks, such
as the attack on the Dordoi market
on December 27, 2002, as well as
attempts on foreign officials’ lives.
In 2005 Atyrau, Kazakhstan experi-
enced an attempted terrorist attack,
and in 2011 there was a series of
armed attacks. Terrorist and extrem-
ist activity was also reported in other
Commonwealth countries.

The tragic events in the CIS territory
reflected global trends. Since the
beginning of the 21st century, terror-
ism acquired cross-border nature,
continuing to escalate and spread-
ing beyond individual states and

* Designated as a terrorist organization in the
Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the
Russian Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan and
the Republic of Uzbekistan.
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continents. On September 11, 2001,
the most notorious terrorist attack in
human history occurred in New York
City, killing nearly 3,000 people and
injuring over 6,000. While the num-
ber of terrorist attacks remained
between 1,000 and 2,000 per year
from 2001 to 2004, then the number
began to rise sharply, driven by con-
flicts in the Middle East and South
Asia.

It was the terrorist attacks in the Unit-
ed States that prompted the interna-
tional community to build a collective
counter-terrorism front. Recogniz-
ing the global nature of the terror-
ist threat, the UN Security Council
adopted Resolution N°1373 (2001) on
September 28, 2001, requiring states
to “work together urgently to prevent
and suppress terrorist acts.” Seven
years later, the UN General Assem-
bly, by Resolution A/RES/60/288 of
September 8, 2006, approved the
Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy,
setting systemic guidelines.

It is worth noting that within the Com-
monwealth of Independent States,
comprehension of the need to join
efforts and coordinate actions to
counter terrorism had settled long
before the events in New York. Back
in 1997, the CIS heads of state decid-
ed to establish a Council of Heads
of Security Agencies and Special
Services. In 1999, at a meeting of
the Council of Ministers of Internal
Affairs of the Commonwealth, ideas
for developing a unified strategy to
combat international terrorism and
for establishing of a separate spe-

The tragic events in the CIS territory reflected
global trends. Since the beginning of the 21st

century, terrorism acquired cross-border nature,
spreading beyond individual states and continents.
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cialized body in this area were first
voiced. These proposals were soon
implemented. In January 2000, the
development of the first three-year
target program for the Common-
wealth of Independent States mem-
ber states to combat international
terrorism and other manifestations of
extremism was launched, and sub-
sequently adopted at the meeting of
the CIS Council of Heads of State in
June 2000. At the same meeting, a
decision was signed to establish the
CIS Anti-Terrorism Center (ATC).

Today, the ATC is the primary coor-
dinator of counterterrorism coop-

eration among the Commonwealth
countries. Over the past years, at
the initiative and with the active par-
ticipation of the Center, a sustainable
organizational and legal framework
has been established in the CIS for
coordinating the actions of security
agencies, special services, and other
interested entities in countering ter-
rorism and extremism. Its key ele-
ments are:

— Concept of Cooperation for Com-
bating Terrorism of the CIS member-
states (2005);

— The Combating Money Launder-
ing and the Financing of Terrorism
Act (2007);

In 1999, at a meeting of the Council of Ministers
of Internal Affairs of the Commonwealth, ideas
for developing a unified strategy to combat

international terrorism and for establishing
of a separate specialized body in this area

were first voiced.
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The first CIS conference on combating terrorism.
Bishkek. September 20, 2023

— Agreement between the CIS
members on Protection of Classified
Information (2013);

— Agreement on Information Ex-
change between the Competent
Authorities of the CIS member-states
(2017).

The ATC is the leading developer of
a medium-term counterterrorism co-
operation program that addresses
current challenges. With the Cent-
er's assistance, the CIS Interparlia-
mentary Assembly has adopted over
150 model legislative acts in the se-
curity sphere.

An important element of the estab-
lished cooperation system is the
joint counterterrorism exercises co-
ordinated by the ATC. The exercise
scenarios take into account the cur-
rent operational situation and the
new threats, including in the areas of
cybersecurity and countering terror-
ist financing.
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The ATC serves as a common infor-
mation hub for the entire Common-
wealth. A unified database and on-
line access by competent authorities
to the information on wanted indi-
viduals form the basis for operational
analysis and risk forecasting.

It should be noted that the multilater-
al anti-terrorism cooperation system
established within the CIS allows to
consolidate resources and capabili-
ties and, ultimately, has a positive
impact on the effectiveness of the
measures taken. This is evidenced
by the results of the coordinated
investigative measures “Trawl-Anti-
terror”, operations “Search”, “ldenti-
fication”, and joint special border op-
erations. Operation “Barrier” alone,
for which the ATC also provides in-
formation support, has shown signifi-
cant results in recent years: almost a
thousand individuals involved in ter-
rorist financing have been identified.

Rising international tensions and the
expanding geography of terrorist
threats have prompted the search for
new forms of coordination and inter-
action, as well as the involvement of
international organizations and civil
society representatives in counter-
terrorism activities.

During counterterrorism exercises
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The ATC serves as a common information hub
for the entire Commonwealth. A unified database
and online access by competent authorities to the

information on wanted individuals form the basis
for operational analysis and risk forecasting.

At the initiative and with the support of
the Center, Commonwealth countries
are holding rotating CIS Conferences
on Countering Terrorism and Extrem-
ism. High-level events held in the Kyr-
gyz Republic (2023) and the Republic
of Uzbekistan (2024) demonstrated
the demand for this platform among
competent authorities and the ex-
pert community, and the Dushanbe
Counterterrorism Forum, organized in
2025, provided the first opportunity
to host a specialized UN event, con-
firming the possibility of constructive
dialogue beyond the CIS.

It should be noted that, over the
quarter-century of its existence, the
Center has seamlessly integrated
into the international counter-terror-
ism system: professional contacts
have been established and key ac-
tors have signed memoranda of co-

operation, including Interpol and
the Eurasian Group on Combating
Money Laundering and the Financ-
ing of Terrorism.

We are also steadily building ties
with UN structures, particularly the
Executive Directorate of the Security
Council Counter-Terrorism Commit-
tee (CTED), the Analytical Support
and Sanctions Monitoring Team of
the Security Council Committees,
and the Office of Counter-Terrorism
(UNOCT). ATC representatives par-
ticipate in CTED assessment visits to
Commonwealth countries to moni-
tor the implementation of UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions. In 2016, the
CIS ATC joined the CTED’s Global
Research Network, and in 2021, the
UN Global Network of Experts on
the Protection of Vulnerable Targets
from Terrorist Threats.
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The prevention of terrorism and extremism
among young people remains an absolute

priority of our joint work.

However, the most intensive inter-
action is being developed with the
main, “natural”, as Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin put it, partners
of the CIS — Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS) of the SCO and the
CSTO. Recognizing that our goals,
objectives, and areas of responsibil-
ity largely coincide, we signed a tri-
lateral Memorandum on Cooperation
and Interaction, within the framework
of which we regularly hold meetings
of the standing expert group. A sig-
nificant outcome of this work be-
came the adoption of a Joint Position
on Countering Terrorism and Extrem-
ismin 2022.

2023 marked a new stage in the de-
velopment of cooperation between
the CIS ATC and its regional partners.
The first joint CIS and SCO counter-
terrorism exercises were held in Kyr-
gyzstan. In 2024, the CIS and SCO
joined forces to host a counter-terror-
ism conference in Tashkent. In 2025,
the final stage of the counter-terror-
ism exercise was held jointly with the
CSTO Joint Staff in Tajikistan. We are
preparing for the next conference
and exercises, scheduled to take
place in Minsk this October, jointly
with the SCO RATS and the KGB of
the Republic of Belarus.

The prevention of terrorism and ex-
tremism among young people re-
mains an absolute priority of our joint
work. The promotion of destructive
ideology, especially online, poses
serious risks of radicalization of the
younger generation. The ATC sup-

Terrorist attack in the US. September 11,2001
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ports initiatives aimed at fostering
an anti-terrorist worldview in young
people. A significant project in this
area is the international Student
Shield contest, held jointly with the
Moscow State Linguistic University,
the leading CIS organization for lan-
guages and culture. Hundreds of stu-
dents from CIS and other countries
worldwide participate annually.

Unfortunately, the politicization of the
counterterrorism agenda is undermin-
ing the effectiveness of international
cooperation. In a number of areas, in-
teraction with Western partners has
effectively been halted, abandon-
ing the principles of broad profes-
sional cooperation that was actively
strengthened after the September
1terrorist attacks in the United States.
It is worth recalling that 25 years ago,
Russia sincerely extended a helping

hand to the American people. Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin was the first for-
eign leader to call the White House
with words of support, after which
the Russian side took unprecedented
measures, including sharing intelli-
gence data with Washington.

In the recent years, the activities of a
number of key discussion platforms,
including the OSCE Counter-Terror-
ism Conference, have been de facto
suspended. Attempts are being made
to oust Russia, a key member of the
Commonwealth, from certain interna-
tional structures (for example, Russia's
membership in the FATF has been
suspended). Meanwhile, some states
are once again openly resorting to
the use of international terrorism to
achieve their geopolitical goals.

For these and other reasons men-
tioned above, we are currently see-
ing a rise in terrorist threats both in
separate regions and globally. These
developments raise serious con-
cerns about a further deterioration
of the situation: radical groups are
increasing their activity and consoli-
dating. These groups are exploiting
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migration flows to infiltrate the Com-
monwealth and are actively spread-
ing propaganda through the media
landscape.

Competent authorities in the Com-
monwealth are taking the neces-
sary measures to ensure adequate
overall control of the situation. Last
year alone, more than 2,500 terror-
ist and extremist crimes were pre-
vented in the Commonwealth. Near-
ly 4,000 members and accomplices
of terrorist organizations were de-
tained. Nearly 900 sources of ter-
rorist financing were eliminated, and
nearly 19,000 information resourc-
es containing radical content were
blocked. Over 100,000 preventative
measures were implemented to de-
radicalize individuals influenced by
extremist ideology.

Nevertheless, in our assessments,
global and regional conflicts will con-
tinue to negatively impact the secu-
rity of CIS countries in the foresee-
able future. The main threats will be
related to the increased activity of
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international terrorist organizations
in the Middle East and Afghanistan-
Pakistan area, as well as the growing
numbers of groups such as Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan and the Islamic
State — Khorasan Province, which
are capable of carrying out major ter-
rorist attacks. Furthermore, attempts
by militants from Central Asia to re-
turn to their countries of origin and
integrate into the terrorist under-
ground cannot be ruled out, thus in-
creasing security risks in the region.

In the current situation, it is crucial to
further strengthen coordinated co-
operation between the competent
authorities of the Commonwealth

in focus

During counterterrorism exercises

countries — both bilaterally and with-
in existing coordination structures.
This will enable timely prevention of
terrorist and extremist incidents and
prompt identification and suppres-
sion of the funding channels for ille-
gal activities.

It is gratifying that over the past dec-
ades, despite the geopolitical turbu-
lence in the CIS space, the counter-
terrorism potential has not only been
preserved, but also increased, cre-
ating conditions for the sustainable
economic and social development of
the Commonwealth. %

In the current situation, it is crucial to further
strengthen coordinated cooperation between
the competent authorities of the Commonwealth

countries—both bilaterally and within existing
coordination structures.
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Between Law and Politics

Text: Alexander Grigoryevich Zvyagintsev, writer, publicist, Deputy Director of the Institute of State and Law of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
Honored Lawyer of the Russian Federation, member of the Civic Chamber of the Russian Fedration

This year, all those concerned about the future of humanity are once again turning their at-
tention to the work of two international military tribunals — the Tokyo and Nuremberg tri-
als, as May marked the 80th anniversary of the commencement of the International Military
Tribunal for the Far East (the Tokyo Tribunal), while this autumn marks the 80th anniversary
of the conclusion of the Nuremberg Trial. It is through the prism of these very proceedings
that the lessons of the Second World War are best understood today.

These lessons require meticulous
legal reflection and analysis, as well
as a profound moral and historical
understanding in light of contempo-
rary challenges and threats. And not
only because the chronicle of mili-
tary actions and geopolitical clashes
conceals an archive of nightmares,
cold-blooded crimes, and human-
ity's struggle against the horrors of
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aggression. It is also because the
West, including Japan and many oth-
er countries within its orbit, seeks to
erase these events from history and
consign them to oblivion.

This is evidenced, in particular, by the re-
sults of the plenary meeting of the 80th
session of the UN General Assembly
(December 15, 2025), where, at Russia's

initiative, a resolution “Combating glorifi-
cation of Nazism, neo-Nazism and other
practices that contribute to fuelling con-
temporary forms of racism, racial dis-
crimination, xenophobia and related in-
tolerance” was adopted. Although the
overwhelming majority of the world’s
countries — 119 — voted in favor of the
document (with 10 abstentions), 51 ()
states voted against it.
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Left: Opening of the International Military Tribunal
for the Far East. Tokyo. May 3, 1946

The dock at the Khabarovsk war crimes trial.
December 1949

This is happening not as a result of
historical amnesia, but because the
West no longer views Nazism as
the primary threat to civilization and
seeks to transform it from an enemy
into an ally. We are witnessing how
countries that previously condemned
the crimes of national fascism now
openly support regimes that glorify
its ideology. They justify Nazi crimes
and try in every way to silence the
genocide committed by the Nazis in
Europe and by the Japanese in the
Far East.

We also see many similarities be-
tween the German and Japanese
Reichs and can draw direct legal and
ideological parallels. Today, just as
80 years ago, it must be clearly ar-
ticulated: national fascism has no hu-
man face. But it does have names:
those of the murderers and organiz-
ers, the instigators and accomplices.
And we know them! We know those
who are once again persistently im-
posing Hitler’s “Aryan ideals” and the
Japanese “Yamato race standards”
under the guise of “democratic val-
ues.” We know all those who, through
color revolutions, illegal sanctions,
and proxy wars, are attempting to
bury historical truth.

Let me remind you that the global
conflict unleashed by Nazi Germany
and militaristic Japan drew over 80%
of the planet’s population into its or-
bit. 62 states participated in it, and
over 110 million people were called
to arms. From June 22, 1941, while
waging a war of liberation against
the German fascist aggressors, we
fought against 607 enemy divisions,
500 of which were elite Wehrmacht
units. Our allies, combined, faced
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3.5 times fewer — 176 divisions. How
can one not recall the “bloody tab-
lets” — 9 million Soviet citizens fought
for the liberation of 16 European
countries from the “Brown Plague”!
A million of them remained there for-
ever, lying in the damp earth...

We faced the Kwantung Army almost
entirely alone and defeated it in less
than two weeks, taking 600,000 sol-
diers prisoner, led by Commander
Otozo Yamada, thus freeing China,
Korea, Mongolia, and other countries
from the Japanese yoke.

Looking back, it's clear that the Tokyo
Trials, just like the Nuremberg Trials,
might never have happened. The
world still remembers the horrors of
Auschwitz and Majdanek, but has al-
most forgotten Harbin, Pingfang, and
Nanjing. In the West, people know
about Hitler, Himmler, and the “Black
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Doctor” Mengele, but they remain
silent to this day about Shiro Ishii —
the “Plague General,” the creator of
death factories where horrific experi-
ments were conducted on living peo-
ple. Nor is there any mention of the
name of the man who stood above
the likes of him — Emperor Hirohito.
Although the path charted by the
Emperor himself led his generals to
the gallows...

This silence, cloaked in geopolitics
and the silken veil of Japanese po-
liteness, evokes the silence of hell.
But be that as it may, the ideology
of the Japanese Reich is conso-
nant with the ideas of fascism and
is just as deadly as German National
Socialism. The Japanese were con-
vinced that they had no moral obliga-
tions toward other peoples, that they
were permitted to do whatever they
pleased. This, in many ways, explains

The global conflict unleashed by Nazi Germany
and militaristic Japan drew over 80% of the

planet’s population into its orbit. 62 states
participated in it, and over 110 million people were
called to arms.
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the atrocities committed by the sol-
diers and officers of the Imperial
Army, not only on the battlefield but
also in occupied towns and villages.

Crimes against humanity, which be-
came a legal term at Nuremberg,
were recognized only partially and
selectively in the Pacific theater of
justice. Meanwhile, behind these la-
conic formulations lurked horrors
comparable to those of the Nazis,
and sometimes even surpassing
them in sophistication.

The Tokyo Tribunal opened on May 3,
1946, and was conceived as an Eastern
analogue of Nuremberg, but it never
fully became one. Twenty-nine crimi-
nals were indicted, primarily among
the highest military and civilian lead-
ers of the Japanese Empire. Seven of
them were sentenced to death.

While the Charter of the International
Military Tribunal at Nuremberg was
developedonthebasis ofanintergov-
ernmental agreement between the
four Allied powers, the International
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Military Tribunal in Tokyo was cre-
ated differently. Its organization
was entrusted to American General
Douglas MacArthur, the Governor-
General — or “Caesar” of Japan, as
he was then known. He personally
handled virtually all matters, includ-
ing procedural ones.

Here, law directly collided with poli-
tics, and justice became hostage
to compromise. To support my ar-
gument, | cite the opinion of Peter
Kuznick, a professor of history at
the University of Washington: “The
United States set the rules for this
trial, determined the composition of
the panel of judges, and made the
decisions. In other words, it was
largely a US-orchestrated perfor-
mance... The trial was actually run by
the American prosecutor, and over-
seen by General Douglas MacArthur.
The U.S. was interested in a domi-
nant role in the proceedings, partly
because certain information was not
supposed to surface during the trial.
Ultimately, the tribunal effectively
split into two camps. The Americans

Emperor Hirohito after
visiting Yasukuni Shrine.
Tokyo. 1935

went about their business, the USSR
went about its own. Cooperation
gradually petered out.”

Thus, sophisticated atrocities com-
mitted with extreme cruelty were at-
tempted to be buried under grave-
stones — far from all ended up in
the dock. Many architects of the war,
ideologues of Japanese militarism,
and the “zaibatsu” financial elite
remained beyond reach. Emperor
Hirohito, under whose name the
bloody aggression was unleashed,
also escaped responsibility — the
Americans deliberately excluded him
from the list of defendants. However,
the shadow of Hirohito, as a symbol
of supreme impunity, loomed over
the entire Tokyo Trial.

Governor-General Douglas MacAr-
thur made no secret of his position
on this issue. He believed that Hiro-
hito had to be preserved to stabilize
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A. G.Zvyagintsev (right) at a meeting
with American historian and writer P. Kuznick.
Moscow. April 2025

the internal political situation in post-
war Japan. In his opinion, the Emper-
or possessed a sacred authority that
could be used to carry out reforms
and suppress potential uprisings. “If
we were to put the Emperor on trial,
we would have needed millions of
soldiers to hold Japan,” MacArthur

asserted.

Nevertheless, even though the iron-
clad walls of Western censorship,
the truth broke through. Witnesses
spoke out. Documents were re-
leased. The trial uncovered facts di-
rectly implicating the guilt of monop-
olists and bankers, although none of
them were ever brought to trial. The
world was shown only the tip of the
iceberg, concealing a planned sys-
tem of violence built in the name of
the "Yamato race' and the glory of the
emperor cult.

The Tokyo Tribunal either did not
wish or did not dare to speak aloud
about these monstrous crimes.
Experiments on living humans, whom
the Japanese called “maruta” (“logs”),
their use as vivisection material, the
mass use of biological weapons, and
secret biological laboratories — all of
this was not just part of the Japanese
war machine but a direct threat to
humanity. Only the Soviet Union’s
lightning-fast Manchurian Strategic
Operation (August 1945) deprived
the Japanese of the opportunity to
continue their satanic crimes. For
millions of people across Asia, this
meant salvation from extermination.

Tokyo’s silence forced Khabarovsk to
speak out. The Khabarovsk trial, held
in the USSR in December 1949, be-
came the first and only trial in history
to openly acknowledge the develop-
ment and use of biological weapons.
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Then, 12 former members of the
Japanese Kwantung Army were final-
ly prosecuted for creating and using
biological weapons in violation of the
1925 Geneva Protocol. All of them
pleaded guilty and were sentenced
to lengthy prison terms (the death
penalty was not used in the USSR at
the time).

Unit 731

in focus

Unfortunately, the main villain —
the aforementioned military mi-
crobiologist and “plague general”
Shiro Ishii — was absent from the
Khabarovsk trial. The Americans
did not hand him over to us. In ex-
change for handing over to the
United States all of his materials and
findings, obtained through inhumane

A unit of the Japanese armed forces, created in 1932 by order of the Emperor to pre-
pare for bacteriological warfare against the USSR, China, Mongolia, and other coun-
tries. It was stationed in the occupied territory of China in the village of Pingfang near
Harbin. It specialized in conducting inhumane experiments on living humans (primar-
ily Chinese and Russian prisoners), studying the effects of various pathogens and the
limits of the human body. According to various estimates, the unit’s victims numbered

approximately 10,000.
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“The existence of Unit 731, as
well as the criminal nature of

its activities, has still not been
acknowledged by the Japanese

government to this day. This is a deeply shameful
fact. It is still being pretended that Unit 731 never
existed in Japanese history. I am convinced that
this circumstance must be corrected clearly and

unequivocally.”

Haruki Wada, historian, Professor at the University of Tokyo

experiments in Units 100 and 731,
Shiro Ishii, like several of his oth-
er henchmen who came to the at-
tention of American intelligence
in 1945, not only escaped punish-
ment but also continued to work in
his field — this time in the United
States. As it later became known, the
Japanese data was used to create
the secret Fort Detrick military base
in Maryland, which became the core
of the American biological weapons
program. A real blood barter!

Zachary Kaufman, a senior research
fellow at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy
School, whom the author approached
for comment, stated: “The U.S. gov-
ernment granted broad amnesty,
provided food, supplies, and leisure
for more than 3,600 Japanese sci-
entists, doctors, and other personnel
involved in human experimentation...
The United States was extremely in-
terested in information obtained
from medical experiments, and with
the Cold War looming, chose this
data over the triumph of justice. In
exchange for papers containing
the results of valuable experiments,
Shiro Ishii and his colleagues re-
ceived immunity from prosecution
from the United States. The Soviet
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government’s demand to bring the
members of Unit 731 to trial before
the International Military Court was
rejected.”

The Tokyo Trials irrefutably demon-
strated that aggression against the
USSR was an integral element of
militaristic Japan’s foreign policy. In
preparation for the seizure of Soviet
territory, Japanese strategists me-
ticulously developed the forms of a
“new order” to be forcibly imposed
on Soviet soil. The territory of our
country was planned to be divided
between Japan and Germany, with a
demarcation line not far from Omsk.

The establishment of a military ad-
ministration was planned for the oc-
cupied areas. ‘Japanese, Korean,
and Manchurian colonists will be
sent to these territories if economic
and national defense requirements
dictate. <..> Our goal must be to ex-
ert our power, and to achieve this,
we must exert every effort, without
stooping to so-called paternal tu-
telage.” Overall, the plans of the
Japanese imperialists differed little

Commander of the Unit 731 Shiro Ishii

from the bloody regime of terror and
suppression established by the Nazi
invaders during their occupation of
the western part of our country.

Unfortunately, post-war realities and
the escalating Cold War allowed
many Nazis to escape responsibil-
ity. Less than 20 years after the end
of the war, 20 members of the gov-
ernment, approximately 200 gen-
erals, admirals, and officers of the
Bundeswehr, 244 senior officials of
the Foreign Ministry, and more than
1100 employees of the Ministry of
Justice, the prosecutor’s office, and
the courts had Nazi past in West
Germany.

In Japan, the situation was no less
egregious: just 14 years after the sur-
render, on August 16, 1960, a monu-
ment to the seven major Japanese
war criminals hanged in 1948 was
unveiled on Mount Mikenoyama
near Nagoya. It bears the inscrip-
tion, “Grave of the Seven Samurai
Martyrs.” At the unveiling ceremony,
they were given full honors. How
quickly Nazism emerges from the
shadows!

The memory of the Nuremberg,
Tokyo and Khabarovsk trials is not
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only a historical necessity, but also a
special occasion to think over what
happened and what came after that.
And finally, a great sorrow about the
fact that some modern “history kill-
ers” try to pervert the conclusions
of the trials. In that concern, today
we should first of all speak about
the Nuremberg International Military
Tribunal and assert that it has proved
to be an important milestone in de-
velopment of the international law
and national legal systems, an influ-
ential, unbiased chronicle that the fu-
ture historians, lawyers and journal-
ists, as well as all those anxious for
the future of the humanity, should
turn to in search of the truth, and for-
eign politicians and public figures —
in search of a warning.

At the same time, conducting an
impartial analysis of the Tokyo and
Khabarovsk trials, one should rec-
ognize a striking contrast between
them. While in the Khabarovsk trial
one country (the USSR) revealed
to the world the murderous deeds
of the Japanese military clique, the
other one (the US) tried to bury the
truth and benefit from the malicious
practices of hellish butchers put-
ting them to use in their homicidal
bioprograms.
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“As for the sentiments of the
Japanese people, especially
the youth, they know almost

nothing about the war. And this
is one of the main problems of
Japanese society. What Japan

was doing, what it did in other
Asian countries—this is almost never discussed
in Japan today. As a result, when an average
Japanese tries to imagine what war was, they
come away with the feeling that we, the Japanese,
were victims.”

Akina Kobayashi, political scientist, lecturer at Hosei University (Tokyo)

Therefore, speaking about the les-
sons of those tribunals, one can
confidently ascertain that they still
haven’t been consumed by time.
The Tokyo trial is relevant today in
the situation of growing neonation-
alism, revanchism and the policy of
force. It reminds: the threat to the
world issues not only from power,
army or militarized business, but also
from the ideology placed at the ser-
vice of death. The Khabarovsk trial
is relevant against a background of

bioterrorism, pandemics, the danger
of “military viruses”, as well as pro-
fessing postulates of national exclu-
siveness. It is a warning against tech-
nocratic cynicism and militarization
of scientific research, against an ag-
gressive neofascist rhetoric. %

Experiments on humans
in the Unit 731
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Illusions

in foreign policy,
or the International Circus

Text: Alexander Sergeevich Pastukhov, leading expert of the SVR of Russia

in the field of international law, colonel of justice

At the 14th St. Petersburg International Legal Forum, which took place in June 2026 and,
according to the President of Russia, is “one of the most representative and significant
platforms for direct, comprehensive discussion of current professional topics,” a
representative of the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service identified one of the most pressing
problems in modern international relations: Western nations are causing damage to other
countries while remaining legally unpunished. How they manage to do this (for now!) is what
“Razvedchik” found out from the author of the report.

An illusion is a distorted perception
of real objects or phenomena, mis-
taking appearance for reality. This
concept is often associated with a
circus performance, with the show of
an illusionist performing tricks. Canil-
lusions be created in international re-
lations? Of course, yes. Especially by
those who have mastered them per-
fectly and made them their favorite
trick — Western politicians. Under

the influence of such “magic,” the
objects of influence, of their own ac-
cord, become gullible, forget the les-
sons of history, and make mistakes.
The truth lies on the surface, but it is
either overlooked or perceived dif-
ferently due to deception. If the trick
is not unraveled in time, the conse-
quences may be irreparable not only
for individual countries but for the
entire world.

After World War II, the West almost immediately
continued its aggression against the Soviet Union.

The Cold War began, splitting the world into two
camps.
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After World War Il, the West almost
immediately continued its aggression
against the Soviet Union. The Cold
War began, splitting the world into
two camps. To prevent new global
bloody conflicts, the United Nations
was established — the foundation of
the entire modern international legal
system, and troops from the victori-
ous countries were deployed on the
territory of the once-enemy states.

In the early 1980s, actor Ronald
Reagan, who had appeared in hun-
dreds of films, took to the stage of
the international circus stylized as a
“great chessboard.” Such extensive
acting experience allowed him to
easily switch from the persona of a
fighter against the “Evil Empire” to

NO3 (16) September 2026

that of “Friend Ronnie.” His assistant
was a “fakir,” and at the same time
the chief ideologist of US foreign pol-
icy, Zbigniew Brzezinski, who tamed
an enormous anaconda that was qui-
etly tightening the noose around our
country. Meanwhile, an illusion was
prepared for the audience: the West
supposedly wanted peace and no
longer considered the USSR an en-
emy. To the sound of the incantation
about “collective security,” the audi-
ence was tricked into believing that
everything had changed and there
was no longer any hostility. In fact,
“collective” security worked in only
one direction.

With the withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Eastern Europe and the col-
lapse of the USSR, Brzezinski’s ana-
conda did not loosen its grip and con-
tinued its stranglehold. No one in the
West even considered dismantling
NATO “as unnecessary.” On the con-
trary, former members of the Soviet
bloc were quickly admitted into the
Alliance, and their pro-Western poli-
ticians began to actively rewrite his-
tory, convincing the population that
during World War I, it was Soviet
troops, not Wehrmacht soldiers, who
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were the occupiers. For Europeans,
it was as if, at the wave of a magic
wand from across the ocean, all
memory was wiped clean. Literally,
everything was turned upside down.

In March 2025, the Bundestag made
a historic decision to amend the
Constitution of the Federal Republic
of Germany, allowing restrictions
on defense spending to be lifted.
This was done so that the financial
burden of maintaining troops and
the costs of a potential new war on
the eastern borders would not fall
on Washington — which has care-
fully studied Russia’s nuclear doc-
trine — but on Berlin. The tamer in
the star-striped suit releases the
hungry animals from their cages, in-
cluding an old lame lion from foggy
Albion. The owner will no longer
feed them — it’s too costly — but he
will continue to control their actions.

The talks and démarches by indi-
vidual performers in the arena about
NATO supposedly falling apart are
just another trick. They haven’t
gathered under one umbrella and

Z.Brzezinski

in focus

US President R.Reagan
answering questions from the press.
Chicago.August 12,1986

invested huge amounts of money for
that. The military bloc is a very prof-
itable mechanism for implementing
political ambitions. From a legal per-
spective, itis notanindependent sub-
ject of international legal activity and
bears no responsibility for anything,
so it can get away with anything that
would be punishable for the partici-
pating countries individually.

Perhaps the alliance will be reformed
to cover up the tracks, but the es-
sence will remain the same. Why is
this illusion needed? First and fore-
most, it is intended for an outside
observer. The West allegedly elimi-
nates contradictions: if NATO visually
“disappears” from the political map,
then Russia’s problems will also dis-
appear, and it will have to withdraw
its claims regarding the geopolitical
agenda. And if Moscow does not do
this, it will be accused of not wanting
to live in peace. But if one believes in
the illusion of NATO’s imminent col-
lapse, then why do the calculating
Western countries invest in the pro-
jects listed below?
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Today one can confidently say that, despite an
extremely aggressive policy aimed at ensuring its

own dominance, the US positions in the world are
growing weaker steadily.

Germany is strengthening its pres-
ence on the eastern flank — the
German military has joined the Polish
operation “East Shield”, which is di-
rected against Russia under the
guise of defense-related slogans.
The Pentagon intends to redeploy
five thousand American military per-
sonnel from Germany to Poland. At
the same time, frank statements are
coming from London: “The UK is cur-
rently at war with Russia.” And there
are many similar facts. They point out
that while experienced political trick-
sters are diverting the world’s atten-
tion with the illusion of NATO’s col-
lapse, a more aggressive European
association — and perhaps more than

32 RAZVEDCHZK

one, — with even greater ambitions,
is being created in the background.

For decades, we have also been
hearing that the UN is outdated. To
maintain this image, approved man-
agers are periodically sent to the or-
ganization’s leadership, and when
the West unleashes wars, they either
remain inactive or “express concern.”
It was precisely “peacekeepers” of
this kind who tried to convince eve-
ryone that the invasion of Yugoslavia
was not aggression, but a “humani-
tarian intervention”.

It was an experiment. Based on it,
Western countries continued their

aggressive policy. The illusion-
ist Colin Powell stepped onto the
UN stage with a deadly trick. This
“daredevil,” in violation of the rules
for handling samples of weapons of
mass destruction (WMD), “juggled”
a test tube containing a “dangerous
substance from Iraq” in front of the
audience. The magic was so strong
that in none of those present in the
hall the instinct of self-preservation
kicked in. Under this pretext, the
Americans destroyed a sovereign
state, although they later admitted
that there were no WMD in Iraq.

Then the magician Nicolas Sarkozy
appeared on stage and, to the sound
of the mantras about defending de-
mocracy, told the audience that he
had not taken money from Muammar
Gaddafi for his election campaign.
To make himself look more convinc-
ing, he even used precision weap-
ons and destroyed the Jamahiriya.
However, in September 2025, by a
decision of a French court, he was
sentenced to five years in prison ex-
actly on charges of receiving funds
from Libya.

In the arena of the international cir-
cus, the predators have already
caught the scent of blood. Taking
advantage of the UN'’s inaction, they
established biological laboratories
on the territories of other countries.
The World Organization was skepti-
cal about the results of the Russian
parliamentary investigation into this
matter, and the Joe Biden administra-
tion called them Russian propagan-
da. However, in the summer of 2026,
Tulsi Gabbard, the Director of the
U.S. National Intelligence, presented
facts before leaving office, showing
that more than 120 American biolab-
oratories had been operating abroad
for decades, funded by American
taxpayers.

US Secretary of State C.Powell’s speech at the UN
Security Council session. February 5,2003
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It's time for western countries to un-
derstand: sooner or later, all their illu-
sions burst like soap bubbles. Next in
line is the admission of the rehabilita-
tion of Nazism. For now, the grand-
children of Nazi criminals have pulled
harmonicas from the pockets of their
grandfathers’ uniforms and are blow-
ing the familiar notes of anti-Russian
hysteria with all their might. The cur-
rent Chancellor of Germany Friedrich
Merz easily signed an act banning
the use of Victory symbols. The lips
of Steffen Meyer, the deputy spokes-
person for the German government,
were so tired of the reed instrument
that he couldn’t even answer the
question about who had liberated
Germany from fascism.

Today, the direct descendants of
members of criminal organiza-
tions, as defined by the Nuremberg
Tribunal, are once again pursu-
ing an aggressive policy. Annalena
Baerbock, whose grandfather served
in the Wehrmacht and even received
Hitler's “War Merit Cross”, became
the President of the 80th session
of the UN General Assembly. In the
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post-war years, such a thing was im-
possible, at least for moral reasons.
By appointing to the UN a represent-
ative from a country that unleashed
two bloody world wars, western
countries are dealing a blow to the
authority of the World Organization.
This is the essence of their next illu-
sion, designed to instill in the minds
of people the idea that the world is
different, that Germany does not
seek aggression, and that it has long
since atoned for its guilt.

Against this backdrop, there are
even calls in the Bundestag for the
UK and France to grant Germany ac-
cess to nuclear weapons. President
Emmanuel Macron is willing to share,
justifying this by the fact that the
Americans are “leaving” Europe.
Meanwhile, German Foreign Minister

in focus

The former German Minister of Foreign Affairs
A.Baerbock swearing as President of the UN
General Assembly, 80th session. New York.
September 9, 2025

Johann Wadephul has either con-
fused the eras or genuinely regrets
the defeat of the Nazis: “We know
how World War Il was ended. The
military said that weak politicians
agreed to a peace treaty that was
not necessary at that time. And
this was always a burden for the
Weimar Republic.” He is echoed by
Swiss diplomat, former ambassador
to Georgia and Armenia, and OSCE
special  representative  Glinther
Bachler: “Europe should have put
Russia in its place 20 years ago.”

If western countries have such un-
ambiguous goals, then it becomes
clear why they need the illusion that
the UN is useless. The UN Charter
ties their hands, as even without the
authority of the Security Council, it
contains a mechanism to restrain
the aggressive policies of so-called
enemy countries that fought on the
side of the Hitler coalition (see Article
53, paragraph 2 of the Charter). And
those who are planning to share nu-
clear weapons with Berlin should go
back to school and open a history
textbook. First, it would be useful
to recall the atrocities committed by
Nazi Germany on the continent and
how quickly Europeans surrendered
to the Wehrmacht. They should also
refresh their memory regarding their
own country’s status during the
Second World War (for example, the
Vichy regime in France) and compare
it with the aforementioned Article 53,
Paragraph 2 of the Charter.

If western countries have such unambiguous goals,
then it becomes clear why they need the illusion that

the UN is useless. The UN Charter ties their hands.
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Ilusionists are trying to convince the whole world
that the UN is no longer needed. Reforming of the
organization is being put on the agenda, based

on the idea of replacing the veto power of the
permanent members of the Security Council
with a simple majority vote.

lllusionists are trying to convince the
whole world that the UN is no long-
er needed. Reforming of the organi-
zation is being put on the agenda,
based on the idea of replacing the
veto power of the permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council with a
simple majority vote. However, this is
justanother trick. The veto power has
repeatedly allowed the USSR/Russia,
as well as China, to block the imple-
mentation of the West’s hostile ideas.
So, for whom the UN is unprofitable?
Who finds the veto power like a bone
in their throat? Obviously, it’'s neither
Moscow nor Beijing.
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And now you can hear the trombone
part — in an orchestra, it is used to
enhance expressiveness and cap-
ture the audience’s attention at
key moments of the performance.
Donald Trump’s voice sounds in the
arena: “/ don’t need international
law!” Some hastily agree with him,
saying that it has been dead for a
long time. However, Trump’s words
are also anillusion.

I'll ask a number of questions. They
may be uncomfortable, but they help
to shed light on the truth. If interna-
tional law is unnecessary, then why

did Trump establish the Peace Board
in early 2026, whose functions in-
clude international judicial proceed-
ings? If international law is outdated,
why didn’t American warships seize
the tanker Marinera immediately, but
waited for its crew to change the flag
while the ship was in motion — which
would allow to suspect the vessel of
lacking nationality (Article 110 of the
UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea)? If it’s time to throw international
law into the dustbin of history, then
why do western countries create in-
ternational tribunals to convict “war
criminals” after invading other coun-
tries? And such questions, essential-
ly rhetorical, can be asked endlessly.
The answer is the same: international
law exists, but it is a problem only for
the West, and precisely in its current
format.

The Anglo-Saxons are well aware
that if they completely abandon in-
ternational law, they will dig their
own grave. But if we believe in their
illusions and violate international
norms, we will be accused of all sorts
of serious crimes and they will cer-
tainly use our mistake as a precedent
to justify their own crimes.

An analysis of modern international
legal acts shows that many of them
contain gaps. And this is natural,
as the bulk of the documents were
drafted in the post-war years, when
international lawyers could not even
imagine that a foreign warship might,
under the orders from its govern-
ment, commit piracy against civilian
vessels of other states. No one also
thought that politicians would be so
cunning as to impose blockades,
including water and energy ones,

Prime Minister of Denmark M.Frederiksen,
President of the European Concil A.Costa
and President of the European Commission
U.von der Leyen. Brussels.

December 19,2025
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against other countries in peacetime,
under the pretext that formal prohi-
bition of such acts applies only to
wartime.

Lawyers working for the West thor-
oughly examine international agree-
ments, identify lacunas in them, and
try to fill them with precedents which
subsequently get presented as rules
binding for everyone. For example,
western countries create and active-
ly employ mechanisms of hostile ac-
tions that are similar in their goals to
aggression, but do not fall under the
definition of UN General Assembly
Resolution No. 3314 of December 14,
1974, which allows them to evade in-
ternational legal responsibility.

If such illusions are not exposed in
time and if we continue to trust those
“in the ring,” we may find ourselves
in a situation where the scale of the
deception becomes too vast and
it would be impossible to change
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anything. The greatest illusion of the
West is its much-vaunted “democ-
racy” which, in its true sense, exists
only on paper.

Western countries had better stop
their infernal war machine. Too much
blood has been shed through their
fault! And now, they push the planet
towards another world war, as usual,
in a vile and cynical manner, present-
ing lies as truth. They resort to dis-
information, manipulation, and other
favorite tricks in an effort to preserve
their hegemony.

in focus

US President D. Trump at the
press conference on the results
of NATO summit. Brussels.

July 12,2018

But no matter how hard the circus or-
chestra tries, the sound of wooden
spoons — the simplest Russian per-
cussion instrument — can already
be clearly heard in the hall. A shiver
has run down the spines of the circus
performers, dressed in their grand-
fathers’ black-and-silver uniforms.
Evidently, their genetic memory has
been triggered, and their brain, ob-
sessed by a sense of impunity, has
realized that their ancestors already
heard such sounds — in 1760, in 1812,
and in May 1945.

The instinct of self-preservation had
prompted them correctly. After all,
power lies in truth. It is always on
our side, and sooner or later, it al-
lows us to punish the liars, to slap
their insolent and cunning faces. In
the year of the 250th anniversary
of the United States, | will recall the
words of Abraham Lincoln, one of
the Founding Fathers: “You can fool
some of the people all of the time.
You can fool all of the people some
of the time. But you cannot fool all of
the people all of the time.”

The West’s illusions have been ex-
posed; the circus performers can no
longer be trusted. And our cause is
just and in accordance with interna-
tional law! %

If such illusions are not exposed in time and if
we continue to trust those “in the ring,” we may

find ourselves in a situation where the scale of
the deception becomes too vast and it would be
impossible to change anything.

RAZVEDCHZK 35



sovereignty is growing
every day”
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"Razvedchik" has spoken with Mikhail Eduardovich Oseevsky, President
of PJSC Rostelecom, about the digitalization of government structures,
information security issues and import substitution in the IT sector.

Mikhail Eduardovich, first of all, tell us, what
is Rostelecom today?

It is a huge diversified digital holding com-
pany, which includes almost 300 companies
employing 120,000 people. Ten years ago,
Rostelecom was perceived only as a telephone
operator. Indeed, telephony occupied a sig-
nificant share of the portfolio at that time, al-
though the segment of Internet services, pay
television, and various high-tech services were
already developing.

We've come a long way over the years. Initially,
we set the task of transforming from a pure-
ly telecommunications company into a digital
company, and now, as part of our new strategy
for the period up to 2030, we intend to turn
into a world class IT corporation.

What are you planning to focus on?

We have chosen several key areas. In addition
to fixed and mobile communications, which is
handled by our subsidiary T2, we will continue
to develop our business related to data cent-
ers. Today, we are the leaders in this segment
in Russia.

Information security represented by our sub-
sidiary Solar is a set of solutions that are criti-
cally needed by both the state and private
structures. Rostelecom provides protection for

Mikhail Eduardovich Oseevsky

the absolute majority of government informa-
tion systems (GIS) and government agencies.

Another priority is participation in the digitali-
zation of the state. The President and the gov-
ernment have formulated a task: to make the
lives of our citizens and businesses modern
and comfortable, and appropriate solutions are
needed for this.

Are the Gosuslugi website and application
also Rostelecom?

Yes, initially we were developers and opera-
tors of only the Gosuslugi portal and the cor-
responding e-government systems. But over
the past years, we have took up the position
of — I'm not afraid of this word — a monopo-
list (in a good sense) in the state's digitalization
market. The job is difficult and demanding. We
have a large team — about 10,000 people are
employed in this segment.

We have also built other large federal IT sys-
tems. In particular, the Social Treasury is a plat-
form for joint social and pension funds, including
their regional divisions. We have created and
maintain a Unified state information system in
the field of healthcare, operating in all regions.
We act as a contractor for Rosreestr. It is a highly
loaded system that is used by hundreds of thou-
sands of people and companies every day. In
total, we are developing more than 100 GIS.

Was born on November 30, 1960 in Leningrad. After graduating from the Kalinin Leningrad Polytechnic
Institute, he worked at the D.V. Efremov Research Institute of Electrophysical Equipment. In 1993, he be-
came one of the founders of CISC St. Petersburg Currency Exchange. Since 1999 — Deputy Chairman, since
2001 — First Deputy Chairman of 0JSC Industrial and Construction Bank. From 2003 to 2011 he was the
Vice-Governor of St. Petersburg. In 2011-2012 — Deputy Head of the Ministry of Economic Development of
Russia. From 2012 to 2017 — Deputy President and Chairman of the Management Board of VTB Bank. Since
March 2017, he has been the head of Rostelecom PJSC. Doctor of Economics. He was awarded the medal
of the Order “For Merit to the Fatherland”, 2nd class, the Orders “For Merit to the Fatherland”, 4th class,

of Alexander Nevsky, Friendship and Honor.
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At a plant producing
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Particularly, | would single out the work on digi-
talization of law enforcement agencies. We
have been working comprehensively with the
Prosecutor's Office of the Russian Federation
in this regard for several years, and we have
developed the infrastructure and a large set
of application solutions. We have begun the
digitalization of the Judicial Department of the
Supreme Court, we are preparing to start in
the Investigative Committee, and we are dis-
cussing similar projects with the Presidential
Administration of the Russian Federation. The
fact that such serious government agencies
choose us underlines Rostelecom's reputation,
experience, and expertise.

PJSC Rostelecom

It turns out that almost allthe work on digital-
ization of government agencies lies with you?

We have become a key government contrac-
tor. On the one hand, this high status imposes
a great responsibility on us, on the other hand,
it forces us to improve all the time in order to
offer the best practices. We constantly monitor
what new products appear on the market in or-
der to make our solutions more efficient, faster
and cheaper. We are currently actively testing
the possibilities of using artificial intelligence
technologies — various Al agents.

Every year, we look through hundreds of
Russian startups in search of new ideas and pro-
jects, those innovative gems. We start to work
with a dozen of them and invest. Subsequently,
three to five demonstrate viability, one to two
give unique results. These are normal statistics
for a venture business.

A few years ago, we started using Al to process
huge amounts of unstructured data to search
for and predict technological breakthroughs
and trends on a global scale. We are talking
about the analysis of millions of scientific ar-
ticles, patents, requests on labor exchanges,
mergers and acquisitions around the world.
This allows us to literally anticipate the future
of critical digital technologies.

You mentioned Gosuslugi — a vital digital ser-
vice that regularly comes under attacks of cy-
bercriminals. What is being done to minimize
threats like that?

The Gosuslugi portal is part of the e-government
system, with more than 120 million Russians
registered on it. There's a lot of sensitive

The company was founded in December 1992 on the basis of 20 state-owned enterprises providing long-distance and
international telecommunication telephone services. In 1993, it was transformed into a joint-stock company (today
38% of the shares belong to the state). Russia’s largest digital service provider, the leader of the Russian broadband
Internet access market (more than 14 million subscribers). It implements a number of major federal projects and
programs, including the operation and development of the Gosuslugi portal, connecting remote and small settlements
to the Internet, and providing video surveillance of the Unified State Exam and elections. By the end of 2025, revenue
amounted to 872.8 billion rubles, net profit — 18 billion rubles.
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information out there, and new services are
constantly appearing. Our enemies' interest in
it continues unabated. Although the wave that
was a couple of years ago is no longer there
today. Much is being done by the government,
telecom operators, and banks to prevent fraud,
which in most cases is conducted from contact
centers in Ukraine. And people are becoming
more literate.

Nevertheless, we regularly record attempts to
penetrate the infrastructure of Gosuslugi, this
is the subject of our constant concern. Our cy-
bersecurity operations center monitors the sit-
uation around the clock. The peculiarity of the
information security is that it is not enough to
implement advanced hardware and software
solutions, round-the-clock monitoring is need-
ed to see the beginning of attacks and detect
suspicious actions in time. We also use Al tools
to analyze various signals and identify poten-
tial threats.

Are the threats coming mainly from Ukraine
today? What do you estimate is the percent-
age of attacks attributed to this country?

Fraud aimed at the finances of individuals
should be separated from large scale attacks
on the digital infrastructure of state-owned or
large companies. In the latter case, it is 99%
the activity of not only Ukrainian hackers, but
also the Western intelligence services behind
them, primarily the NATO cyber center. Our
specialists analyze the tools and are able to
determine, by characteristic details, who the
organizer of the attack is. Tools are constant-
ly being improved on the enemy's side, and in
general, the enemy is serious.

But our employees, like the guys who are on
the front line, have accumulated a huge prac-
tical, one might even say, combat experience,
only in the cybersphere. Therefore, today we
are offering our solutions to a number of friend-
ly countries for which this topic is also relevant.

What are you ready to transfer to foreign part-
ners: hardware, software, experience, or eve-

rything turnkey?

Rather the latter — creation of sovereign opera-
tionalinformation security centers for government
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agencies. Of course, a national partner is needed
everywhere, because the sphere is sensitive. But
considering that we are "practicing surgeons", we
are treated with great attention.

However, political aspect is always present:
some traditionally focus on the United States,
others on China. But, definitely, in our person,
the partners receive an additional alternative.
Information security is a living process, the
landscape is constantly changing, and new so-
lutions need to be continuously implemented.
Speaking of the future of information security,
| believe that everything is moving towards a
struggle between artificial intelligence and arti-
ficial intelligence.

Launching a telecom
equipment production
line. St. Petersburg.
June 14,2023

Fraud should be separated from large-scale
attacks on the digital infrastructure. In the
latter case, it is 99% the activity of not only

Ukrainian hackers, but also the Western
intelligence services behind them, primarily

the NATO cyber center.
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On the issue of combat experience. Is Rost-
elecom present in Crimea and Novorossiya?

Our partner, the company Miranda Media,
which came to Crimea and Sevastopol even
before 2022, conducts work in historical terri-
tories, which is difficult, responsible, and some-
times dangerous. In total, today it has more
than two million subscribers — individuals,
government and business structures. We help
to develop all those digital technologies that
are available in other regions. Of course, the
situation is not easy, we are in constant contact
with our teams, we try to resolve all issues in
real time, including for those who are on the

The importance of digital sovereignty is growing
every day. Like many Russian companies,

Rostelecom experienced the impact of sanctions
when almost all foreign vendors left the domestic
market in one day.

front line. A large army of our signalmen in the
border regions also works in the risk zone. We
consider this work to be an important part of
our global mission.

Since 2022, on behalf of the head of govern-
ment, Rostelecom has been responsible for
developing import substitution solutions in
the telecommunications sector. What has
been done and what "bottlenecks" remain in
terms of ensuring digital sovereignty?

The importance of digital sovereignty is grow-
ing every day. Like many Russian companies,
Rostelecom experienced the impact of sanc-
tions when almost all foreign vendors left the
domestic market in one day. Therefore, the
development of our own production cluster
has become a priority. Today we produce a
whole range of different telecom equipment
that we use ourselves and supply to other
market actors.

Until 2022, most of the IT solutions and tele-
com equipment in Russia were foreign. When
the former so called partners sent us to hell,
if you'll excuse the word, Russian compa-
nies from all IT industries had to rebuild in a
hyperdynamic mode. It was a difficult path.
Experiments on the implementation of our
own developments were carried out liter-
ally on a living body, by trial and error. But
the entire community involved in this seg-
ment — developers, contractors, suppliers,
consumers — have shown awareness and
cooperation.

Now it can be stated that Russia feels stable
in most hardware and software. For example,
in recent years, only Russian servers and data
storage systems have been installed in our data
centers. And the "bottlenecks" are well known.
These are, first of all, microelectronics — pro-
cessors and other components. It takes time to
catch up with the leaders here.

The most important direction in terms of ensur-
ing digital sovereignty is the development of
domestic mobile communication technologies.
This primarily concerns the core of the net-
work — the most complex software that, like
a human brain, provides traffic processing and
management of all services. Together with our
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partners we have created the first mobile net-
work core in Russia, which really works and is
not inferior to its foreign counterparts. Thus, all
T2 subscribers in the Volga Federal District are
served by the Russian core.

At the same time, we are developing our own
mobile communication base stations — our
subsidiary Bulat is engaged in this. Two thou-
sand such stations have already been deliv-
ered to the regions. We are moving towards in-
creasing their productivity and transition to the
next — fifth — generation of communications
(5G). In addition, we produce various subscriber
equipment: routers, switches, video cameras.
In general, we have managed to overcome the
critical dependence on imports that existed
five years ago.

Are there any plans to release a domestic
iPhone analogue?

The iPhone is a special device. It is not only
the phone, but it also has its own operat-
ing system, which Apple no longer gives
to anyone (unlike the Android OS, which is
used by many). Apple behaves unfriendly
in our market. And although the iPhone has
its own circle of "fans" in Russia — about
20-25% of the population, it is important
to understand that any foreign smartphone,
no matter whether it operates on the iOS or
Android platform, is a threat to the interests
of the user. Always. The amount of propri-
etary information that is automatically trans-
ferred from each device outside the country
is huge. At any moment, for one reason or
another, the West can turn everything off,
and devices operating on foreign operating
systems will turn into "bricks".

That is why, on behalf of the President, we
are developing the domestic Aurora mobile
OS. This is a huge, titanic effort — tens of mil-
lions of lines of code. But we can firmly say
that Aurora is a truly sovereign Russian OS, a
proven and certified solution by the Federal
Service for Technical and Export Control and
the Federal Security Service. All its compo-
nents — the core and control systems — are lo-
cated in Russia. Already, Aurora smartphones
are used by Russian law enforcement agen-
cies, and in the civilian sector by such large
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The most important direction in terms
of ensuring digital sovereignty is

the development of domestic mobile
communication technologies.

companies as Russian Railways, Aeroflot, and
Russian Post. In addition, a joint project with
AvioVAZ has been launched to develop the
Aurora Automotive platform for vehicle con-
trol systems. There are also the first Russian
"smart" Aurora TVs.

In the cybersecurity
Will the smartphone be popular with ordinary  cantre “Rostelecom-
users, is the Aurora comparable to its global  Selar” Moscow.
counterparts? February 10,2023
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A working meeting
in the Kremlin.
Moscow. June 7,2023

Interviewed by
Vladislav Ilyin
and Tatiana Ogneva

We need to look at things honestly. Of course, it
still lags behind in terms of functionality, but not
catastrophically already. It has many mobile ap-
plications, including banking ones. | would like
to emphasize one important thing: today only
three countries in the world have their own mo-
bile operating systems — the USA, China and
Russia.

As for popularity, it's like with cars. Everyone
has a choice which one to buy. It is impossi-
ble, and needless, to force everyone to switch
to Russian analogues. Currently, Aurora is fo-
cused on the needs of government agencies,
but we believe that the product will find its
niche on the open market, too.

The media have written about another large
scale project, the construction of the Trans-
Eurasian fiber-optic backbone. Tell us more
about it.

One must never stop developing and rest on
one’s laurels. If we talk about the current

situation, I would like to have more modern
digital products for the population.
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This is a very capital-intensive project that we are
implementing jointly with Alfa-Bank. We are laying
a 96-fiber cable from the Russian border in the
Pskov region up to Mongolia and further to China.
This data transmission route to Asia is much
shorter than the underwater one that skirts India
and passes through the troubled Bab el-Mandeb
Strait. Our cable is laid almost in a straight line,
which allows to reduce ping and signal delay —
this is important for digital services and Al work.
The construction of the backbone is almost com-
pleted, and commissioning is underway. A num-
ber of sections are already being used by Russian
operators, which is very important in the context
of the rapid growth of Europe-Asia Internet traffic.

Won'tthe Europeans blockit like Nord Streams?

The project concerns not only our relations
with the EU, but also Sino-European ties, and
this is a more complex structure. In addition,
traffic is also increasing within our country, and
the transfer of information to and from the Far
East requires new capacities.

In 2027, you will have a personal anniversa-
ry — 10 years as the head of the company. Has
everything worked out as planned?

One must never stop developing and rest on
one’s laurels. If we talk about the current situ-
ation, | would like to have more modern digi-
tal products for the population. But on the
other hand, it's impossible to do everything.
Excellence or leadership in one field does not
guarantee success in others. Differentiation
should be treated carefully and rationally.

What is the main secret of a successful leader?

I've worked in many different fields. | can say
that | am a proponent of a strong team and
strategic management. It is impossible to ef-
fectively manage a large holding company by
controlling everything at once. The president's
task is to select managers, formulate strategies
and long term development goals.

In addition, psychologically, you need to be
prepared for the fact that every day something
happens, all kinds of difficulties and problems
arise. And in any situation, you need to main-
tain a calm and balanced approach. %
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Intercultural
competence

How to avoid stepping
on a “cultural rake”

Text: Miroslava Morozova

When the word “intelligence officer” (or “spy”) is mentioned, one immediately imagines a pro-
fessional who is fluent in several foreign languages and well versed in the customs and tradi-
tions of different countries, which makes them indistinguishable from the locals in their man-
ners and behavior.

But is deep linguistic and regional knowledge enough to become a true Stierlitz? Rather, we're
talking about a broader concept of intercultural competence — the ability to interact effectively
with representatives of other cultures, understand their values and norms of behavior, avoid
conflicts and misunderstandings, and quickly adapt to alien cultural contexts.
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Intercultural competence includes the following

key components:

. cognitive — actual knowledge about other cultures;
- behavioral — flexibility in communication, ability to adapt

to unfamiliar realities;

. emotional — interest and readiness for intercultural interaction,
empathy, tolerance to different norms and values.

Let's try to figure out how it looks like in prac-
tice by completing a couple of tasks.

Exercise 1. Imagine you're a foreigner learn-
ing Russian. Try to come up with as many in-
terpretations as possible for what might cross
your mind if you hear these common Russian
idioms:

— He Betuaii Hoc (Keep your chin up!)
— Ceobe Ha yme (To know on which side
one’s bread is buttered)
— He nogmaxkelub — He roegeLb
(Wheels don't run without oil)
— 3umori cHera He BbinpocuLlb (He will
grudge you snow in the middle of winter)
— Ha Bope v wanka roput
(If the cap fits, wear it)
— Komap Hoca He nogTo4Yut
(There's not a weak spot anywhere)

You can 'rack your brains' over this puzzle on
your own, but it’s much more fun to do it in pairs
or groups, where everyone voices their own in-
terpretation. This exercise helps you decenter
your perspective on the situation and feel that
your interlocutor may perceive the statement
differently than you think. Furthermore, letting
go of preconceived interpretation helps you see
the picture from a new angle.

Language is the key to understanding a cul-
tural code, as behind every word there may lie
a subjective impression of reality, often unique
to a specific nation. Even similar idioms sound
completely different in every country. For
comparison:

— Siya Kypuly He yyar
(lit. Eggs don’t teach a hen)
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The English equivalent involves a grandmoth-
er who shouldn't be taught: “Don’t teach your
grandmother to suck eggs”. In French, Jean
making remarks to his parish priest: “Gros-
Jean en remontre @ son curé”. Puppies and an
old dog appear in the Spanish version: “Los ca-
chorros quieren ensefiar a un perro viejo”. And
in German - an egg that strives to be smarter
than the chicken: “Das Ei will kiiiger sein als
die Henne”.

— Y cemu HHek anTs 6e3 rnasy. (lit. Seven
nannies leave the child without an eye)

The English and German versions feature too
many cooks: “Too many cooks spoil the broth”
and “Viele Kéche verderben den Brei”, respec-
tively. In French, it's too many pilots steering
the boat: “La barque qui a plusieurs pilots court
droit au naufrage®, and in Spanish it's too many
shepherds: A muchos pastores obeja muer-
ta”. You must agree, there is a certain similar-
ity. But most likely, speakers of these European
languages, even if they speak Russian, will in-
terpret the expression literally.

(aisy

Czesé

/ /\(
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Exercise 2. Different cultures have different After finishing, answer the following questions:
communication norms. In Japan, for example, -+ Have you ever interacted with people from
it's not customary to say “no”. If a Japanese other cultures?

person is unwilling or unable to fulfill some- . How did you feel about it?

one's request, they will respond evasively and - What helped you achieve success in your
try to avoid a direct refusal. This trait stems communication?

from the nation’s inherent desire to avoid con- - How did you notice that you and your
frontation for the sake of maintaining harmony. interlocutor had different ideas about how
Would you like to know what it’s like? Find a to conduct a dialogue?

partner: one of you will be the “European” and

the other the “Japanese”. Let the “European”

ask the “Japanese” for something very impor-

tant. The latter's task is to refuse, but without

saying it outright.

Thanks to these exercises, you can, as we say, “walk in someone else’s shoes,” and feel what
it’s like to think differently, in a way that’s unfamiliar to you. The foundation of intercultural
communication is the recognition of cultural diversity. In today's world, full of problems and
contradictions, the value of communication lies in the opportunity to build intercultural con-
tacts based on dialogue and partnership. Can an ordinary person, with no long experience of
living abroad, develop intercultural competence? Definitely, it is possible! But only with regu-
lar practice.

Above all, remember that we are dealing not with abstract cultural
archetypes, but with particular live individuals. Every person is
unique, shaped by their own life experience, among other things.
You should take any recommendations regarding “national traits”
with a grain of salt and never rely on stereotypes.

“Razvedchik” recommends:

1. Regularly immerse yourself in another culture.
For this purpose, visit themed exhibitions and
festivals, eat at ethnic restaurants, preferably
those «for locals» — there you'll meet real rep-
resentatives of the culture you're interested in,
rather than just a trendy, stylized flavor. Engage
in virtual online immersion: study content from
foreign bloggers, local media, and listen to pod-
casts. All this will help you understand how oth-
er societies live.

2. Watch films and read books with “cultural
context” paying attention to the author and the
intended audience. Popular cinema, typically
Western, is accessible to the general public,
but is often full of stereotypes, prone to over-
simplification, and tends to “exoticize” tradi-
tions by introducing elements that are not ac-
tually characteristic of specific ethnic groups.
Authentic works may be more challenging to
perceive, but they convey social norms and
values more accurately. It's advisable to dis-
cuss your impressions with native speakers, or
with experts in the field; it will significantly en-
rich your knowledge.

3. Communicate more often with people of
other nationalities, religions, and cultures. If
possible, make friends among them, and gen-
tly inquire about their traditions and views on
various issues. You don't necessarily need to
travel abroad to get contacts, as Russia is one
of the most multi-ethnic countries in the world.

psychological workshop

Getting to know at least one culture different
from your own, gaining a deep understanding
of it, and being willing to see the world through
different eyes will broaden your horizons
and make you more receptive to intercultural
differences.

4. When speaking with people from other cul-
tures, ask clarifying questions more often: “Do
| understand correctly that...?” or “Could you
explain why this is so significant to you?” At
the same time, try to avoid assumptions and
stereotypes, otherwise you risk getting into an
awkward situation.

5. If your communication breaks down, analyze
what went wrong, what norms were violated,
and how you could have acted differently. Use
these unintentional errors as a foundation for
further growth.

6. Study your own culture more deeply and be
prepared to acknowledge that you have your
own “cultural filters”. A fish is unaware of the
water until it is taken out of it.

7. Keep a «culture observation diary» and write
down how people from different cultures greet
each other, how they express emotions, and
what their specific verbal and non-verbal com-
munication patterns are. Analyze how their
norms of behavior differ from those you're ac-
customed to.
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Accumulate knowledge about the customs, traditions, etiquette, and mentality of other na-
tions. Be prepared to adapt to their realities — it will help you avoid “cultural pitfalls”. For
example, do not interpret a Latin American’s regular twenty-minute delay for meetings as a
personal sign of disrespect, a Japanese’s lack of emotional engagement in a conversation as
a total lack of interest, or an American’s permanent white-toothed smile as a sign of insincer-
ity or hypocrisy.

RAZVEDCHZK
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legends of intelligence service

On August 19, 2026, active members and veterans of the Russian special forces
celebrated the 45th anniversary of the creation of the Vympel Special Purpose
Group — a unique unit designed to conduct operational combat operations
abroad. "Razvedchik" couldn't ignore such a significant occasion, speaking with
the Group's first commander, Hero of the Soviet Union Evald Grigorievich Kozlov,
and the head of the Officers' Advanced Training Courses (KUOS), where Vympel
soldiers were trained, Sergei Aleksandrovich Golov.

The starting point for the creation of Vympelis
considered to be one of the most famous op-
erations of the Soviet special forces — the as-
sault on the Tajbeg Palace in Kabul on Decem-
ber 27,1979. You took partinit. Tellus about it.

Evald Kozlov: We were wearing Afghan military
uniforms. We were supposed to identify each
other by our white armbands. In reality, in the
smoke and darkness, we could barely distin-
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guish each other by our Russian speech and
familiar silhouettes. By coincidence, | found
myself among the attackers without a bullet-
proof vest or helmet, not even an assault rifle,
armed only with a Stechkin pistol.

Only isolated moments of the battle, small epi-
sodes, emerge in my memory. For example, the
sudden, deafening drumming of enemy bullets
on the armor of our infantry fighting vehicle.
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When we were about 30 meters from the pal-
ace steps, the order came, and we began to
climb out, finding ourselves caught between
two fires: assault rifles and machine guns were
firing accurately from every window and open-
ing, a veritable hail of fire, while two Shilka anti-
aircraft guns were firing at the palace from be-
hind. Many shells bounced off the thick walls
and ricocheted, including back at us. We had
agreed to give the cease fire signal — two
white flares — but hadn't taken into account
that no one would see them in the smoke.

From the outside, the palace resembled the
mouth of an erupting volcano: exploding shells
sent myriads of sparks, chunks of brick, con-
crete, and marble flying from the walls. Smoke
and dust were everywhere, through which
flashes of gunfire glittered. Inside, it was ee-
rie, like the underworld: screams, explosions,
bursts of automatic and machine gun fire, curs-
es, and groans merged into a continuous roar.
It seemed as if even the walls were firing.

At that moment, | felt as if we were climbing
endless, wide staircases. Later, it turned out
there was only one staircase, and not partic-
ularly large, almost like the entrances to ordi-
nary apartment buildings. We walked in a tight
group of seven or eight. We ran, fell, crawled,
ran again, hid. Every step, every corridor, and
corner was a battle. We fired, reloaded, fired
again. The stench of gunpowder and a pile of
spent cartridges filled the air.

legends of intelligence service

The battle was swift and brutal. There wasn't
a moment to be afraid or relax. Many of those
who survived that day consider December 27,
1979, their second birthday.

Sergey Golov: The unique Operation "Storm
333" had been prepared for several months
and involved more than just seizing Amin's pal-
ace. Our guys successfully operated at a doz-
en locations: they blew up a communications
center, took control of the General Staff and In-
terior Ministry buildings, and the Pul-e-Charkhi
prison in Kabul.

The Vympel Group was called a special forces
intelligence, a force of four elements, an intel-
lectual spetsnaz (special forces). KGB Chair-
man Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov, signing the
documents establishing it, said, "Let there be
no equal." How did you achieve this goal?

E.K.: Most of the Vympel members were origi-
nally operatives. They were physically resilient,
well-trained, and had considerable experience.
And only officers. Not necessarily from intel-
ligence or counterintelligence. The group in-
cluded paratroopers, border guards, pilots, sail-
ors. This is how a high level of combat training
was achieved. Out of a hundred of candidates,
no more than a dozen were selected. Many had
two or three higher education degrees, and 90%
spoke foreign languages. These were thoughtful
people, capable of independently understanding
any problem and making the right decision.

Operation "Storm-333"

On December 27, 1979, at approximately 7:00 PM, two USSR KGB combat

groups, "Zenit" and "Grom," each consisting of 30 officers, reinforced by

fighters from the Muslim Battalion, supported by several armored personnel

carriers, stormed the heavily fortified Tajbeg Palace in central Kabul. The

palace was defended by Afghan Prime Minister Hafizullah Amin’s personal
guard and several regular army battalions, totaling approximately 2,000 troops. The operation lasted less than
45 minutes and resulted in the capture of the palace. Losses among the special forces fighters amounted to
8 killed. On the Afghan side, over 300 were killed, and the remainder surrendered. Many participants in the
assault were awarded orders and medals, and five were awarded the title Hero of the Soviet Union, including
the commander of "Zenit," Grigory Ivanovich Boyarinov (posthumously).
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Y..Drozdov (first row,
centre) and E.G.Kozlov
(rightmost) after

the assault on the
Tajbeg Palace. Kabul.
December 28.1979
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Each had a specialization: parachutist, diver,
sniper. At the same time, we always adhered to
the principles of universality and interchange-
ability in combat. Group members not only con-
stantly improved themselves but also helped
their comrades master necessary skills. They
adopted the experience of their predeces-
sors, both in our country — primarily the fight-
ers of the legendary OMSBON — and abroad.
We had materials obtained by intelligence on
the training methods of potential enemy spe-
cial forces — Rangers, Green Berets, and Navy
SEALs.

Special Forces Group "Vympel"

We regularly traveled to friendly countries to
exchange experience: we trained local special-
ists and learned ourselves. In Laos, for exam-
ple, we mastered survival techniques in the un-
familiar jungle environment; in Vietnam, stealth
swimming and silent walking techniques; and
in Nicaragua, the art of flash shooting (two
quick shots in a row — Editor’s note.). A manda-
tory part of the training was familiarization with
local traditions, customs, language dialects,
and the peculiarities of national psychology
and behavior.

The Vympel men were truly called special forc-
es scouts. For us, secrecy, inconspicuousness,
and silence were paramount. We meticulously
prepared every operation, rehearsing every
last detail, figuring out how to carry it out effec-
tively, covertly, and with a 100% escape route.
So to say, solve the problem so no one knew
who they were or where they'd disappeared to.

S.G.: The guys were able not to just run and
shoot, but also independently develop opera-
tions. That's the essence of intelligent special
forces. During the courses, we trained them in
conditions close to combat — at real sites, in
harsh climatic conditions. We practiced tactics,
taught radio operations, the basics of mine-
blasting, parachute-landing, medical, firearms,
mountain, naval, physical, psychological, as
well as language and regional studies training.

Incidentally, the first computers in security
agencies, including those used for profiling in
preparation for operations, also appeared at
our KUOS. Even if we had to work today, in the
modern digital landscape, where cameras are

By decision of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and the Council of Ministers of the USSR, it was created on
August 19, 1981, within the First Main Directorate of the KGB of the USSR to conduct operational combat operations
abroad. Structurally, it was part of the 8th Department of Directorate "S" and reported to the head of the directorate,
Major General Yu.l. Drozdov. The unit's core personnel consisted of veterans of the KGB special forces groups “Zenit"
and "Kaskad" who fought in Afghanistan. They, like the “Vympel” group later, were trained at the Officers' Advanced
Training Courses (KUOS) in Balashikha, near Moscow. Initially, the group’s size did not exceed 200 members, but by the
early 1990s, it had reached 700. In 1994, by decree of the President of the Russian Federation, it was transferred to the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, in 1995 — to the FSB. At present, the legal successor of “Vympel” is considered Directorate

"V" of the Special Purpose Centre of the FSB of Russia.

NO3 (16) September 2026

on every corner and everyone you meet on the
street has a cell phone, I'm sure we would have
found effective methods.

The hardest thing is losing fighters. How did
you cope with losses?

E.K.: Our work has always been associated
with serious risk. To my deep regret, losses
did occur, although we tried our best to avoid
them. The Vympel group was like a close-knit
family, and the loss of a comrade was deeply
felt by everyone.

Anyone who has chosen the path of profes-
sional military service and taken the military
oath must, without hesitation, accept the oblig-
atory condition of that choice — the willingness
to give their life for the Fatherland. The soldiers
in our unit were acutely aware of this.

S.G.: Casualties were minimal, even simulated
ones — during training missions. We did every-
thing we could to achieve this during training:
we taught them to endure heat, tolerating hun-
ger, to operate at night, to sleep in the snow,
and never to abandon their comrades. We
monitored their psychological reactions in dif-
ficult situations: for example, during night exer-
cises, in icy mountains, or in the desert, where
it's 50 degrees in the shade and packs of wild
dogs roam.

Every forced march was deliberately turned
into hard labor: not only did the guys have to
walk 45 kilometers at night with full gear —
weapons, radios — they were also faced with
various traps along the route, and to simulate
moving with a wounded man, they were forced
to carry a 70-kilogram wrestling dummy. | re-
member how, after reporting on the mission's
completion, the cadets relieved stress by giv-
ing a hearty kick to the "wounded" soldier they
had had to drag on skis across the virgin snow.

Particular attention was paid to psychologi-
cal preparation. The KUOS developed special
methods for identifying individual strengths
and weaknesses and correcting them, ensur-
ing rapid adaptation to any emergency. The
soldiers learned to turn their weaknesses into
strengths and overcome all fears, even hid-
den ones.
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The Vympel men were truly called

special forces scouts. For us, secrecy,
inconspicuousness, and silence were
paramount. We meticulously prepared every
operation, rehearsing every last detail.

This is possible, because it is the mind that
controls a person's psycho-emotional state.
Fear can become an obstacle to completing a
given task and even lead to losses in the unit.
It happened that during a training descent
in the mountains, cadets who were afraid of
heights would panic and tangle the ropes. Or
they would grip the carabiner so tightly that
they would hang suspended in the middle of
a canyon at an altitude of 1,500 meters. We
explained to them how to control themselves.
In hot weather, we taught self-hypnosis skills:
convincing the brain that the body was cool,
making it easier to endure the heat.

Paratrooper
training
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Tatiana Ogneva
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Evald Grigorievich Kozlov

Was born on June 23, 1938, in Kuibyshev

(now Samara) into a military family. In

1956, he was drafted into the navy.In 1960,

he graduated from the F.E. Dzerzhinsky
Leningrad Higher Naval Engineering School and served in the Northern
Fleet and the Caspian Naval Flotilla. In 1970, after graduating from the
Military Academy of the Soviet Army and the Military Diplomatic Academy,
he was accepted to the First Chief Directorate of the KGB of the USSR, where
he taught at the Advanced Officer Training Courses (KUOS). From 1980 to
1981, he headed the KUOS. On August 19, 1981, he was appointed the first
commander of Vympel, a position he held until 1985. He is a Hero of the
Soviet Union and was awarded the Order of Lenin.

The instructor always demonstrated by person-
al example how to overcome the challenge. All
course instructors underwent the same rigor-
ous training as the students. They participated
in all tactical exercises and drills, combat and
special operations. We all remember head of
the KUOS, Grigory Ivanovich Boyarinov, who
died heroically during the assault on Amin's

Dear readers! Dear friends!

Incidentally, sending our unique psycholo-
gist, Maina Petrovna Polyachenko, ahead of
the boys proved to be an effective method for
combating altitude sickness. The men were
ashamed to be afraid when they saw an older
woman cope calmly. And if a person can over-
come a problem even once, it ceases to exist
for them.

In the 1990s, the decision was made to trans-
fer the Vympel group to the Ministry of In-
ternal Affairs, after which 80% of the unit's
personnel left, including you...

E. K.: At one time, | compared Vympel to a nu-
clear bomb. We are also, in a sense, a last re-
sort, to be used only in extreme cases. There
was no explosion in the 1990s. Whether that
was fortunate or unfortunate, | can't say. The
foreign policy situation was rapidly changing at
that time, and the confrontation between the
two poles gave way to a "détente." Our unique
unit was effectively liquidated; during the pe-
restroika years, its entire core, a proven and
well-coordinated team of highly professional
employees, left.

S. G.: Some continuity still remains: in 1998, the
name "Vympel" returned; today it is Directorate

45 years ago, fate introduced me to great people and true patriots. Together, we
created a unique combat unit - Special Forces Group "V," capable of operating
in any conditions and carrying out any task of the commanders. Unfortunately,
with the collapse of the USSR, "Vympel" became a thing of the past. But today,
the Fatherland once again needs those who value concepts like duty, honor,
and conscience above all else, and who are ready to stand up for its defense.

This is the only way to preserve the power and greatness of Russia for our
descendants, to save our hardworking and long-suffering people. For the
officers of my generation, almost gone, the most important thing was to carry
out the orders of the Motherland. At any cost, even at the cost of life. 'm sure
you have been raised no worse.

I have the honor!
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V.
F L / Hero of the Soviet Union,
Captain 1st Rank Evald Kozlov
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"V" of the Special Purpose Centre (SPC) of the
FSB of Russia. Its main areas of work are the
fight against terrorism, including international
terrorism, and ensuring the security of strate-
gic facilities. Vympel personnel also worked in
this area. For example, after the Chernobyl ac-
cident in 1986, Vympel officers studied the op-
erating principles of nuclear power plants, the
process flow diagrams of nuclear fuel produc-
tion plants, and conducted exercises at virtu-
ally all Soviet nuclear power plants, nuclear ice-
breakers, and other critical facilities to identify
vulnerabilities in security systems.

When the KUOS was disbanded, we trans-
ferred all the unique materials we had accumu-
lated to our colleagues at the FSB SPC. | dare
say we had the strongest special forces train-
ing school in the world. | see that the practices
we used are still in demand, not only for coun-
terterrorism tasks but also in the special mili-
tary operation zone. For example, we had an
underground training range where we trained
in flooded and smoke-filled conditions. Many
cadets who completed the KUOS are now par-
ticipating in the special military operation. Our
generation is going, but we hope to pass on
the baton of professionalism and love for the
Motherland. %

Diver training of «Vympel» soldiers
of the FSB SPC of Russia
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Sergei Aleksandrovich
Golov

Was born on July 6, 1941, into the family

of an NKVD border troops commander. He

joined the state security agencies in 1969.

He has a medical and physical education
background. A Master of Sports in Sambo. From 1974 to 1980, he served in
Group A of the KGB of the USSR, and in 1979, he became a squad commander
in Alpha. In March 1979, he incapacitated, with a sniper shot, the terrorist
who had seized the US Embassy in Moscow. He participated in the operation
to storm Amin’s palace in Afghanistan, and was wounded several times. From
1983 until his retirement in 1993, he headed the KUOS. He was awarded
the Order of Lenin.

Over the years of its existence and continuous improvement, Vympel has
become one of the best special forces in the world, for which there were no
impossible missions, regardless of where it had to operate: under water, on
land or in the air. Was it difficult? You bet! But the word “impossible” was

not in the vocabulary of these guys!
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Yuri Ivanovich Drozdoy,
Head of Directorate “S” (illegal intelligence)
PGU KGB USSR in 1979-1991, lieutenant general
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intelligence service in history

The story of the intelligence
officer Karl Gursky

Text: Lana Gennadieva

intelligence service in history

The immortal generalized character of the outstanding undercover intelligence officer
from the cult film "Seventeen Moments of Spring" encompasses dozens of stories of career
officers of the Russian foreign intelligence service and their volunteer assistants who worked
in Germany in the 1930s and 1940s. Among them is Karl Valdemarovich Gursky. Today, we
disclose for the first time the details of his amazing biography.

At the beginning of the 20th century,
Germany was experiencing a severe
economic crisis, and many Germans
were moving from place to place in
search of work. The Gursky family —
a lathe operator, an orphanage work-
er, and their two sons — found them-
selves in this situation as well. Born
in 1902 in Braunschweig, Karl attend-
ed eight-year elementary school in
Hamburg. In 1917, he enrolled in the
commercial school at the Klapper
wholesale trading firm, and in 1920,
he became its employee.

In 1924, in search of a better life, Karl
decided to leave Germany and travel
to Shanghai, where his elder broth-
er, Kurt, had founded a business
the year before. He couldn't afford
a ticket, so to pay for his passage,
Karl took a job as an assistant stoker
on a steamship bound for Shanghai.
Upon arrival, the sociable and intel-
ligent young man quickly found em-
ployment with the German firm Telge
& Schroéter.

Karl shared a boarding house with his
elder brother. Also living there was
Erich Albert Tacke, an employee of
the Shanghai station of the Foreign
Department (INO) of the OGPU of the
USSR, who immediately recognized
the energetic German's operational
potential. For the latter, the atten-
tion of the intellectual E. Tacke and
his proposal to work with the Soviet
intelligence in early 1926 became a
gateway to a new, mysterious and
enticing, world.

General Consulate of the USSR in Harbin
in the former mansion of G.|.Kroll. 1924
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It should be recalled that in those
years, the Chinese focus of work
was one of the most important and
active in the INO. In May 1924, the
agreement "On General Principles
for the Settlement of Issues between
the USSR and the Republic of China"
(China's first international treaty on
equal terms) was signed in Beijing,
and in September, a similar docu-
ment was signed with the authorities
of Northeast China in Mukden. Based
on these agreements, the Soviet
Union provided China with a loan of
10 million yuan and began arms ship-
ments. “To put China on a socialist
path as quickly as possible” — that's
how the Kremlin formulated the task
at the time, assigning a significant
role to foreign intelligence.

K. Gursky moved to Harbin, where
he joined the local INO station.
There he met Sergei Mikhailovich
Spigelglas, who became Karl's men-
tor. He was five years older and had
considerable operational experi-
ence. A true friendship developed.
The two even became related: Karl
married Sergei's wife's sister, Emma
Mikhailovna Ravkina. His fiancée
also worked at the INO, Harbin was
the site of her first assignment. The
nineteen-year-old stenographer be-
came not only Gursky's wife but also
his trusted partner.

During those years, the Gurskys
worked at the USSR Consulate Gen-
eral, which was housed in a beautiful
neoclassical mansion. It resembled
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a seaside home, with its huge win-
dows, terraces, and greenhouse.
The facade was adorned with sculp-
tures of eagles, symbols of power
and nobility. The furnishings had re-
mained virtually unchanged since
the departure of the previous owner,
Girsch Kroll, one of Harbin's leading
entrepreneurs: the same carpets,
tapestries, and tulle curtains. After
the revolution, only a few pieces of
furniture were removed, and por-
traits of Soviet leaders appeared on
the stucco walls. The consul general
hosted receptions in the luxurious
drawing room on the first floor, and
Karl and Emma got workspaces in
what had been guest rooms during
the Tsarist era.

The INO station in Harbin was then
headed by Fyodor Yakovlevich Karin.
E. Tacke was also transferred there.
The consulate was frequently visited
by Russian émigrés, who — thanks to
their extensive connections among
the local military and police — as-
sisted Soviet intelligence in uncov-
ering the plans of Japan and local
militarists in Northeast China. Gursky
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participated in covert taking pictures
of secret Japanese correspond-
ence circulating between Harbin
and Tokyo. In 1925, Karin wrote to
the Center: “The Japanese military
clique, undoubtedly reflecting the
plans of its command, is becoming
extremely brazen and dreams of war
with Russia.”

Harbin streets. 1930s

Soon, Karl and Emma were trans-
ferred to Chita, and then to
Vladivostok, where they underwent
accelerated special training for their
upcoming work under challenging
conditions. Both already spoke for-
eign languages: he (in addition to
German) spoke English and Russian,
and she (in addition to Russian)
spoke German and English.

In 1927, the Gurskys were transferred
to Mukden. They had many assign-
ments. More than two thousand
Russian émigrés lived in the city, the
majority of them former White Army
officers and soldiers. The Far Eastern
branch of the Russian All-Military
Union, the largest White émigré or-
ganization, was actively engaged in
subversive activities. The Japanese
were waiting to see if the Whites
could provoke the Soviet authorities
into an offensive, hoping to inter-
vene later. In 1929, an armed conflict
for control of the Chinese Eastern
Railway erupted: border fighting
ensued, local police broke into the

Erich Albert Tacke

Was born in 1894 in Lauterberg, Germany, into the

family of an artisan harness maker. He graduated

from a technical school and worked in banking from

1911 to 1913.In 1914, he arrived in St. Petersburg as

an employee of the Russo-Asian Bank. At the outbreak
of World War I, he was a civilian prisoner of war. In 1918, he was evacuated to Germany.
From 1919, he became a member of the German Communist Party and spent three years
working illegally for the Comintern. From 1923 to 1924, he worked for the Intelligence
Directorate of the Red Army Headquarters in Moscow. In 1924, he was admitted into
service in the INO, and that same year, he went abroad, where he spent some ten years,
including as deputy head of the INO's illegal station in Germany.
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Soviet consulate general in Harbin
and confiscated some documents,
and many employees were detained.
Only in December of that year, after
successful operations by the Red
Army, was the Khabarovsk Protocol
signed, which was favorable to the
USSR and settled the situation on
the Chinese Eastern Railway. Karl
and Emma were recalled to Moscow.

After further retraining, Gursky was
sent to Hamburg under the code-
name "Mongol" There, he was
tasked with ensuring smooth opera-
tion of the communications channel
with the United States: special mes-
sages from our American illegal sta-
tion to the Center and back passed
through the intelligence officer's
hands. To receive and send secret
mail, he had to travel regularly from
Hamburg to Berlin.

Emma played little role in her hus-
band's intelligence work for some
time, as their daughter Ruth was born
in September 1930. One of the oper-
ational reports kept in Karl Gursky's
personal file noted: “E.M. Ravkina
is well-versed in intelligence tech-
niques; before the birth of their

daughter and two years after, she
actively assisted her husband in all
his affairs.”

In 1932, Karl was transferred to
Berlin, where he received six valu-
able sources, two of whom were
connected to influential circles in the
United States. In the German capital,
he was welcomed by E. Tacke, whom
he knew well through the work in
Harbin. Gursky quickly integrated
into operational work in his new po-
sition. In any case, already in 1933,
the head of the Berlin station, Boris
Davidovich Berman, wrote about him
to the Center: "Mongol' and '.! are
our only people who can work for us
even in more difficult circumstances."
Vasily Mikhailovich Zarubin, who be-
came head of the illegal station in
1934, also called Gursky “a very valu-
able person” in one of his letters.

In addition to managing the agent
network, Karl devoted considerable
effort to creating and maintaining
front companies for himself and his
colleagues, and repeatedly traveled
from Germany to third countries to
carry out important assignments. He
also found time for creative initiatives

Sergei Mikhailovich Spigelglas

Was born on April 29, 1897, in Mosty, Grodno
Governorate, into the family of an accountant. He
graduated from the 1st Warsaw Technical High School
and entered the law faculty of Moscow University. In
1917, he was drafted into the army in his third year.
After the October Revolution, he served in the Military Control Service, then in the
Special Department of the Cheka. From 1922, he joined the INO. He spoke French,
German, and Polish. He spent several years abroad, including as an undercover agent.
From October 1936, he was deputy head of foreign intelligence, and from February
17 to June 9, 1938, he was acting head of foreign intelligence. He also taught at the

GUGB Special Purpose School.
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Emma and Ruth Gursky (a photo
from the Danish passport). 1937

in the field of secret writing, experi-
menting with various chemical rea-
gents and media. Two methods he
invented were successfully tested in
1933.

It was during this period that Karl
personally worked with the man con-
sidered one of the main prototypes
for Isayev-Stierlitz — Willi Lehmann
(codename  "Breitenbach").  For
12 years, he was one of the most ef-
fective Soviet foreign intelligence
agents in the Gestapo, informing
Moscow about secret military plans
and the latest technical develop-
ments of Nazi Germany. He even
gave the exact date of the German
attack on the USSR: on June 19, dur-
ing an emergency meeting with his
contact man, he excitedly announced
that the corresponding order had
been given and the invasion would
begin on June 22, 1941, at 3:00 AM
Berlin time.

The archives of the Russian Foreign
Intelligence Service contain a report
on Lehmann's work, prepared in the
late 1930s: “During our collabora-
tion, 'Breitenbach' provided us with
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an exceptionally large number of
authentic documents and personal
communications, illuminating the
structure, personnel, and activities
of the political police (subsequently
the Gestapo), as well as the German
military intelligence. He warned of
impending arrests and provocations
against both illegal and legal agents
ofthe Berlin residency. He also made
inquiries about the Gestapo investi-
gations that interested us...”

Lehmann had developed a sympa-
thy for the Russians back during his
service in the German navy — he had
witnessed the cruiser Varyag heroi-
cally resisting the Japanese in Port
Arthur. Perhaps this is what prompt-
ed him to collaborate with the Soviet
foreign intelligence. He acted cau-
tiously. In 1929, he first suggested
establishing contacts with the OGPU
to his acquaintance, Ernst Kuhr, who
had been dismissed from the police
for disciplinary violations. The latter
was recruited on a financial basis
and given the operational designa-
tion A/70.
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Tacke was assigned to maintain
contact with Lehmann through Kuhr.
But Kuhr was a spendthrift, overin-
dulged in alcohol and women, and
was often excessively talkative.
Lehmann learned that the police
were interested in his friend, and
Kuhr was removed from the chain
to avoid risking "Breitenbach." In
1932, Ernst was transferred to Karl
Gursky for communication and his
cover was changed, him becom-
ing a co-owner of a café. Zarubin
sent a message to the Center re-
garding this: "Telegraph consent
for the transfer of A/70 to 'Mongol.'
A/70 is being separated from the
group with the consent of both him
and 'Breitenbach." He has a cover
and will work on identification data
and individual developments."

According to operational documents,
on Zarubin's instructions, Gursky reg-
ularly prepared information for the
Center based on documentary ma-
terials received from “Breitenbach,”
including information on the rearma-
ment of the German army and signs

of its preparation for war. Specifically,
a July 1935 report from "Mongol"
contains detailed information on
the work of the aircraft production
workshop at the Hamburg shipyard
"Blohm & Voss": the progress of the
assembly of three-engine Ju-52 mili-
tary transport aircraft, the creation
of secret prototypes of a long-range
seaplane, and a high-speed single-
man fighter.

In November 1935, "Breitenbach" par-
ticipated in a secret meeting on ad-
vanced developments in the German
military-industrial complex. Those
present were greatly impressed by
the testing of liquid-fuel rockets con-
ducted by a young German profes-
sor Wernher von Braun (the future
creator of the V-1 and V-2). Lehmann
described these missiles in detail in
his report, which formed the basis
for a special message prepared by
Gursky and submitted to the Soviet
leadership.

An excerpt from Zarubin's letter to
the Center illustrates how closely Karl
worked with “Breitenbach”: "Mongol
has known about Breitenbach's ex-
istence for even longer. Of course,
Mongol knows both Breitenbach's
location and the nature of his ma-
terials. We have not raised and do
not raise the question of trusting
Mongol."

In another letter addressed to the
intelligence leadership, Zarubin
writes: "I consider it necessary to
raise the question of a reward for
Mongol on the anniversary of the
holiday (November 7) or our anniver-
sary (December 20). This will inspire
him, and he deserves to be officially
recognized..."

The genuine German foreign passport
of K.V. Gursky. 1936
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V.M. Zarubin

Mongol's archival file contains an
award sheet signed in December
1935: "For 10 years, Comrade Gursky
has been operating on a crucial
and dangerous position in our for-
eign operations, setting an exam-
ple of dedication and discipline.
Based on the above, it has been
deemed appropriate to recommend
Comrade K.V. Gursky for a reward
with an arm.”

But the reward never took place.
Problems arose when Gursky ac-
cepted a seventh source, whose be-
havior attracted the attention of the
Gestapo. Furthermore, in May 1937,
the station chief Boris Moiseevich
Gordon ("Rudolf") was recalled to
Moscow. A month later, "Mongol" re-
ceived instructions from the Center
to urgently shut down the illegal
agent network. On July 22, 1937,
Gursky and his family returned to the
USSR.

During the ensuing discussions, the
leadership explained that his recall
was due to "Rudolf"s "betrayal." At
the same time, the question of Karl
Valdemarovich's Soviet citizenship
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Willi Lehmann (“Breitenbach”)

arose; although a career foreign in-
telligence officer, he had remained
a German subject. On September 17,
1937, the application was approved
by M.l. Kalinin, Chairman of the
Presidium of the All-Russian Central
Executive Committee, and Gursky re-
ceived a Soviet passport. At the end
of that year, he began preparing to
transfer to Great Britain as an illegal
resident. But his departure was soon
postponed indefinitely.

The couple, of course, felt the clouds
gathering over them. Emma found
herself without a job or salary, and
she unsuccessfully appealed to the
leadership of the INO for assistance.
Karl was devastated by the cancella-
tion of his trip. He saw that most of his
colleagues and superiors had either
been arrested or, like himself, were
in a state of limbo. But the couple
hoped for the best, sought renew-
als of various documents, including
food stamps, and took care of their
daily routine. Gursky gave his superi-
or letters addressed to his mother in
Hamburg, so that they could be sent
via Berlin when possible. But these
messages were never sent.

intelligence service in history

In November 1938, Gursky's rela-
tives and closest family friends,
Spiegelglas and his wife, were ar-
rested. On December 25 of that year,
the repressions, which had already
begun to unfold, also caught up with
the Gurskys. Based on a false de-
nunciation, Karl Valdemarovich was
accused of espionage. After nearly
a year of interrogation, in November
1939, he was sentenced to be shot.
The intelligence officer spent nearly
two months on death row. On January
5, 1940, the Military Collegium of the
Supreme Court of the USSR recon-
sidered the sentence, commuting it
to ten years' imprisonment.

There is very little information
about the subsequent fate of
"Mongol" and his family. In the ar-
chives of the Russian Foreign
Intelligence Service there is a cer-
tificate from the MGB Office for
the Krasnoyarsk Krai dated 1952,
which states: “Gursky K.V. has
served his sentence and is set-
tled in Krasnoyarsk.” In 1956, the
intelligence officer’'s case was re-
viewed, and he was completely re-
habilitated. In 1965, by order of the
Chairman of the KGB of the USSR
Vladimir Efimovich Semichastny,
Gursky was awarded a valuable
gift. This means that the most dif-
ficult trials had not broken him,
and after everything he had expe-
rienced, he continued to work for
the good of our country. In 2026,
by the decision of the Director of
the Foreign Intelligence Service
of Russia Sergei Evgenievich
Naryshkin, the name of K.V. Gursky
was made public, which made it
possible to talk about him in details
for the first time. And | would like to
end the story with the words of Karl
Valdemarovich himself: “/ consider
it my duty as an intelligence offic-
er to selflessly serve the ideas of
Soviet Russia and to fight together
with my comrades against its ene-
mies and traitors.” %
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In 1936, the USSR entered its first battle against fascism in Spain, becoming the only world
power to provide assistance to the legitimate Republican government in its struggle against
the nationalist forces of the rebel General Franco, who was supported by Nazi Germany and
Italy. Soviet intelligence officers worked on the front lines of this confrontation.

The Spanish Civil War of 1936-
1939 became the prologue to World
War |l. The political crisis on the
Iberian Peninsula in the mid-1930s
quickly escalated into a bloody con-
flict that took on an international
dimension. Its outcome was large-
ly determined by military aid from
abroad. The USSR strongly opposed
the intervention of fascist powers in
Spain’s internal affairs, demanding
from the League of Nations to take
urgent measures to curb the aggres-
sion, withdraw Italian and German
troops, and stop the supply of weap-
ons to the rebels. Moscow unsuc-
cessfully tried to convince the West
of the danger of Spain’s “fascistiza-
tion” and proposed the formation of
an anti-fascist coalition.

Immediately after the Francoist
coup on July 18, 1936, the legitimate
Republican government of Spain ap-
pealed to democratic France for as-
sistance. However, Paris, followed
by London and other Western capi-
tals, proclaimed a policy of non-
intervention, ostensibly distancing
themselves from the internal Spanish
conflict, but in reality, abetting pro-
fascist forces. Dolores Ibarruri, a
member of the Spanish parliament
and the legendary Pasionaria, author
of the Republic’s defenders’ motto
iNo pasarédn! (“They (the fascists)
shall not pass!” — Editor’s note),
called for preventing the suppression
of democracy, prophetically stating
that the defeat of the Republicans
would inevitably lead to a world war.
“If we allow the fascists to continue
the crimes they are committing in

Adult games of Spanish children.
Suburb of Barcelona. 1936
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Spain, fascism will befall other na-
tions as well.”

The Soviet Union initially joined the
International Committee on Non-Inter-
vention in Spanish Affairs, established
in September 1936 under the lead-
ership of the British Lord Plymouth.
However, having become convinced
of the declarative nature of this ini-
tiative, which had turned into a “use-
less, torn piece of paper,” the USSR
responded to Madrid’s requests for
assistance as early as September 29.
A letter from the Soviet leadership
to the head of the Spanish Republi-
cans in December 1936 stated: “We
considered and continue to consider
it our duty, within the limits of our ca-
pabilities, to come to the aid of the
Spanish government, which is lead-
ing the struggle [...] of the entire Span-
ish democracy against the military-
fascist clique that acts as an agency
of international fascist forces.”

The plan for Operation X, prepared
by the Intelligence Directorate
of the Red Army and the Foreign
Department (foreign intelligence)
of the Main Directorate of State
Security of the NKVD, provided for
the covert delivery of Soviet military
and civilian specialists, weapons,
and equipment to Spain. In October
1936, Soviet military experts began
arriving in the country incognito, in
civilian clothes, carrying passports
issued in other names, so as not to
give grounds to accuse Moscow of
violating “non-intervention.” Among
them were future Marshals Rodion
Yakovlevich Malinovsky and Kirill
Afanasyevich Meretskov. In total,
three thousand of our volunteers
fought for the Republicans: pilots,
sailors, artillerymen, tank crews, sig-
nalmen, translators, and engineers.
Nearly 200 of them died, 59 became
Heroes of the Soviet Union, includ-
ing 18 posthumously.
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A wave of anti-fascist rallies also
swept across many Western coun-
tries. Campaigns to collect funds,
food, and equipment were launched
as part of a mass solidarity move-
ment. With the start of Soviet aid,
at the initiative of the Comintern,
foreign volunteers also began arriv-
ing in Spain. International Brigades
were formed, comprising some
50,000 fighters from 54 countries;
7,000 of them died, and more than
500 were taken prisoner.

However, having proclaimed a policy
of non-intervention, the official au-
thorities in the West did everything
they could to hinder the volunteer
enthusiasm, fearing the unifying and
coordinating role assumed by the
Comintern. For example, the US gov-
ernment deliberately tightened leg-
islation, making any trips to Spain
illegal for Americans. Starting from
March 1937, a stamp was placed in
all American passports: “Not valid for
entry into Spain.” For the first time in
the history of the United States, fed-
eral authorities restricted the geog-
raphy of travel for their own citizens!
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Following this example, a month later
Canada adopted a similar law pro-
hibiting residents of the country from
participating in military operations
outside its borders.

Under these circumstances, the
committees supporting Spanish de-
mocracy in Western countries were
forced to curtail their open recruit-
ment of volunteers. Although there
was no shortage of applicants, ob-
taining documents, finding funds for
transportation to Spain, and devel-
oping routes became a serious chal-
lenge. Enthusiasts often endured
long and arduous journeys, trave-
ling without money on freight trains,
in crates under railway carriages, or
in the holds of steamships. In vari-
ous countries along the way, they
were frequently pursued by border
guards, police, gendarmerie, and
counterintelligence services.

Most volunteers first arrived in Paris,
where the Coordination Center for
the formation of the International
Brigades was located. Even those
who managed to reach the city via
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I:l Republican zone

clandestine routes had to exercise
the utmost caution and secrecy. For
example, a group of American volun-
teers in the French capital, including
the future Hero of Russia and illegal
intelligence officer Morris Cohen,
was secretly housed by trusted com-
rades in workers’ homes in one of
the city’s poorest districts. They slept
huddled together on the floor or four
to a bed, and their meals were mea-
ger. Soon, these modest, inconspicu-
ous, and neatly dressed young men,
each carrying identical cheap suit-
cases, were on their way to a town
near the Pyrenees to be guided
across rocky mountain passes and
remote gorges into Spain.

Thus, while the “democratic West”
effectively abandoned Spain to the
mercy of obvious predators — fascist
Italy and Germany, the USSR man-
aged to organize extensive and mul-
tifaceted assistance for its Spanish
comrades. The coordination of
Operation X, which was conducted
under the highest level of secrecy (all
tasks were assigned orally or via en-
crypted telegrams that were subse-
quently destroyed), was entrusted to
the foreign branches of military and
foreign intelligence.

The main burden predictably fell
upon our station in Madrid, which
had been led since 1936 by Senior
Major of State Security Alexander
Mikhailovich Orlov. With the out-
break of the war, he was appoint-
ed chief advisor on internal secu-
rity and counterintelligence to the
Republican  government.  Naum
Isaakovich Eitingon became his
deputy. In total, about 40 Soviet
Chekist intelligence officers worked
in Spain during those years, includ-
ing such experienced figures as
Grigori  Sergeyevich Syroyezhkin,
Naum Markovich Belkin, Stanislav
Alekseevich Vaupshasov, and
Lev Petrovich Vasilevsky. Sergey
Mikhailovich Spigelglas, the First
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Chief of the INO station
in Madrid A.M. Orlov

Deputy Chief of Foreign Intelligence,
also visited the country on several
occasions.

Intelligence officers handled an ex-
tremely wide range of tasks. First
and foremost, they had to organize
the covert supply of weapons from
abroad. For instance, the group led
by Yakov Isaakovich Serebryansky,
who was operating illegally in France
at the time, used a front company to
purchase 12 Dewoitine fighter air-
craft. The French were convinced
that the planes had been bought by
the neutral country of Hejaz (in real-
ity, this kingdom no longer existed
at the time; since 1932, Hejaz had
been a province of Saudi Arabia —
Ed.). The fighters were delivered to
an airfield near the Spanish border,
from where our pilots, disguised in
French uniforms, boldly flew them to
Barcelona under the pretext of con-
ducting flight tests.

Safe maritime routes for delivering
humanitarian and military aid were
also developed, as the blockade of
the Spanish coast by Germany and
Italy, coupled with the hostile policy
of the “neutral French government,”
which repeatedly closed the border,
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Deputy chief of station
N.I. Eitingon

seriously complicated logistics. For
example, between October 1936 and
July 1937 alone, fascist pirates inter-
cepted 96 Soviet vessels, sinking
three of them. Consequently, un-
precedented measures were taken
to camouflage the ships: changing
flags, names, and even silhouettes,
turning off lights, and disguising
crews as tourists.

The most famous maritime transport
operation within the framework of
Operation X was the transfer to the
USSR of the bulk of the Spanish gold
reserves (about 73%; the Spaniards
transferred the remaining 27% to
the Bank of France). During the first
weeks of the war, the gold was kept
in bank safes in Madrid, which was
under siege by the rebels. Later,
the gold was hidden in a huge cave
carved into the rock on the territory
of the naval base in Cartagena, in
southern Spain.

A.M. Orlov met repeatedly with
both Prime Minister Francisco Largo
Caballero and Minister of Finance
Juan Negrin, persuading them of the

Inventory of the crates with gold. 1936
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feasibility of exporting the gold and
depositing it in the State Bank of the
USSR, including as a prepayment for
future arms shipments. Eventually,
these arguments were heeded, and
on October 15, the Republican gov-
ernment appealed to Moscow with a
request to take 500,000 tons of the
precious metal into safekeeping (at
current prices, it is 20 billion dollars).

On October 20, 1936, Orlov received
a coded telegram from Moscow
with instructions to provide for the
delivery of the valuable cargo to
the USSR. Later, our chief of station
who, for the sake of secrecy, was
referred to as “Mr. Blackstone from
the U.S. National Bank,” allegedly
authorized by President Roosevelt
himself to transport the cargo to
Washington — described his first ar-
rival at the base in Cartagena: “In the
dim electric light, | saw that the cave
was choked up with thousands of
neat wooden crates of the same size
and thousands of sacks stacked on
top of each other. It was the treasure
of Spain, accumulated over centu-
ries. The whole scene inspired a su-
perstitious fear: the strange atmos-
phere of the cave, the dim lighting,
and the flickering shadows...”
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The gold was packed into wood-
en shell crates. Over the course of
three nights, under heavy bombard-
ment, it was secretly transported —
in trucks with their headlights off,
driven by our tank crews dressed
in Spanish uniforms — to the ports,
where it was loaded onto four Soviet
ships: the Kuban (2,000 crates), the
Neva (2,697), the KIM (2,100), and the
Volgoles (983). In early November
1936, all the crates arrived safely in
Odessa. Shipments of weapons and
other military materials purchased
for the Republican Army in the USSR
and other countries were paid for
with this portion of the gold reserve.
However, it lasted only two years. In
the autumn of 1938, the Soviet gov-
ernment, which continued to reliably
supply the Republican authorities
with requested weapons and mili-
tary equipment, granted Madrid an
emergency loan of 85 million dollars
(about two billion in today’s currency)
at their request.

No less valuable “cargo” sent to the
Soviet Union with the direct assis-
tance of Chekist intelligence officers
were the children of Spaniards who
fought on the side of the Republic. In
the spring of 1937, the first steamship
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arrived from Valencia carrying the fu-
ture Soviet Spaniards, or Nifios de
Rusia, as they were called in Spain.
In total, 2,895 Spanish children were
saved from the horrors of war, fam-
ine, and the imminent reprisals by
the Nationalists.

Some of these Soviet Spaniards
and their descendants became part
of our history. For instance, the son
of La Pasionaria, Guards Senior
Lieutenant Rubén Ibarruri, took com-
mand of a battalion near Stalingrad
in August 1942 and died a hero’s
death, echoing his mother’s words:
“No pasardn — the fascists shall not
pass!” Upon learning of her son’s
death, Dolores Ibarruri addressed
his fellow soldiers: “When you defeat
fascism and the Red Banner flies
over Berlin, | will know that there
is a drop of my Rubén’s blood on
that banner.” In the peaceful 1970s,
the son of another Soviet Spaniard,
Carmen Orive-Abad, the legend-
ary hockey player Valery Borisovich
Kharlamov, defended the honor of
our country on the ice rinks of the
world.

Another crucial aspect of the Soviet
Chekist intelligence officers’ work
was assisting the Republicans in
forming intelligence and counter-
intelligence structures, which had
to be created virtually from scratch.
From Orlov’s report to the Center in
October 1936: “General assessment:
there is no unified security service,
since the government considers
such matters not entirely moral. Each
party has created its own security
service. The institution that the gov-
ernment does have is full of former
police officers with pro-fascist lean-
ings. They accept our help gracious-
ly, but they sabotage the work vital
for the country’s citizens.”

Dolores Ibarruri

NKVD officers took part in the reor-
ganization of the counterintelligence
service, the Military Information
Service (SIM) (Spanish: Servicio
de Informacién Militar — Editor’s
note.), and by the end of 1937,
they helped form the Peripheral
Intelligence Service (SIEP), the
Army  Counterintelligence  (SE),
and the Special Service of Foreign
Intelligence (SIEE). Under the lead-
ership of Orlov and Eitingon, all
these agencies successfully waged
a secret war against German, ltalian,
French, and British intelligence ser-
vices. In just one year, pro-German
and pro-ltalian underground or-
ganizations were uncovered, and
Gestapo agents and British spies
were exposed. Furthermore, the sta-
tion in Spain was actively engaged
in operational work, including re-
cruitment and infiltration into enemy
ranks. The leaders of the Francoists,
as well as the means and methods of
warfare of Franco’s army and the fas-
cist regimes allied with it, were stud-
ied closely.

Significant  progress was also
achieved in conducting guerrilla op-
erations. Their preparation began
modestly, with the establishment of
two guerrilla schools for 200 sabo-
teurs. Soon, similar institutions ap-
peared in Madrid, Barcelona, Bilbao,
and Archena, with training camps
springing up across the country. The
units grew not only in number but also
in the complexity of their operations,
penetrating up to 300 km behind
enemy lines. Both young Spaniards
and members of the International
Brigades were trained by future
legends of the Great Patriotic
War, such as the aforementioned
Stanislav Alekseevich Vaupshasoy,
Kirill Prokofyevich Orlovsky, Nikolay
Arkhipovich Prokopyuk, and
Alexander Markovich  Rabtsevich.
All of them were later awarded the
title of Hero of the Soviet Union for
their successful raids behind the
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fascist lines, though back then, in
Spain, they could not have imagined
that their experience would be in
high demand so soon.

It should be noted that the Spanish
International Brigades became a
true forge for illegal intelligence
personnel: among their diverse and
multinational, yet battle-hardened
ranks, there were many truly reli-
able individuals. In particular, it was
in Spain that Africa de las Heras,
Ramoén Mercader, losif Romualdovich
Grigulevich, and many other out-
standing intelligence officers began
their cooperation with the USSR.
Even those who perished were “put
to work”: their personal documents
were utilized for the cause.

As the future Cold War hero and ille-
gal intelligence officer Morris Cohen
recalled, in 1938 he was brought as
part of a group to a villa, where he
was interviewed by “a solidly built,
dark-haired, round-faced man with
a small mustache, refined manners,
and a piercing, attentive gaze, who
spoke impeccable British English.”
This was how the NKVD station chief
Orlov (as it was him) recruited the
American for voluntary cooperation,
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to which Cohen would dedicate his
entire life. A staunch anti-fascist,
Cohen underwent special training at
the Barcelona “School D,” where he
acquired the necessary skills. Soon
after, he was already participating in
operations on Spanish territory, and
then he returned to the United States
(for more information about the “sou-
venir” Morris Cohen brought back
from Spain, see the “History of One
Object” section).

Many of our invaluable helpers were
graduates of the intelligence school
called “Construction,” that selected
the most promising anti fascist fighters.
The best graduates, having mastered
the methods of conspiracy, commu-
nication, and intelligence work, were
deployed through France to Western
Europe and, after receiving their as-
signments, dispersed around the
world. Among them was the future ra-
dio operator of the Berlin branch of the
Red Orchestra, Albert Hossler.

The famous Kim Philby went to Spain
in 1937 to cover the civil war as a
special correspondent for the British
newspaper The Times. Having built
a reputation as a Germanophile —
on the Chekists’ orders — he easily
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The future Soviet deep-cover agent,
Hero of Russia Morris Cohen. Spain. 1937

gained access to the upper circles of
the Francoists, where he successfully
gathered the necessary information.
On the eve of 1938, while travelling
from Zaragoza to Teruel with a group
of journalists, he got under fire. He
was seriously wounded, and later
General Franco himself awarded him
an order. His vivid reports and dem-
onstrated composure earned Philby
a reputation that, upon his return to
Britain, allowed him to switch from
journalism to intelligence work and
launch a successful career in MI6.

The USSR provided assistance to
Republican Spain until early 1939.
After the completion of Operation X,
the work of the station was wound
down. The last successfully com-
pleted mission of the Chekist intel-
ligence officers was the evacuation
of the Communist Party leaders to
France, and of the Soviet specialists
and volunteers — to their homeland.
The confrontation in Spain was an
important, but only the first milestone
on the road to the ultimate victory
over fascism in 1945. %

Fighters of an international brigade. 1936
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The mysterious

bullet

A Spanish “souvenir”
of intelligence officer

Morris Cohen

Text: Pavel Smelov

The contribution of Russians of American
origin, Morris and Leontine Cohen, to the
security of our country is invaluable; one
needs only to recall their role in the atomic
project. Yet Morris's work for the Soviet
intelligence began during his participation in
the Spanish Civil War, where the future Hero
of Russia was severely wounded, literally
riddled with bullets. One of them was kept in
the Cohens' home as a family heirloom.

In Moscow, at 2/6 Bolshaya Bronnaya
Street, in the memorial apartment of
the illegal intelligence officers and
Heroes of Russia Morris and Leontine
Cohen, among the many items pre-
served in their memory, there is a
small, worn plastic box. Inside, there
is a bullet and an aluminum badge
commemorating the 30th anniversa-
ry of the International Brigades that
fought in the Spanish Civil War.

The badge, made in the GDR in the
late 1960s, was evidently a gift to
Cohen from one of the veterans.
The bullet is more of a mystery. It
appears to be from a standard old
7.92x57mm Mauser cartridge for the
Gewehr 98 rifle the Spanish army
was armed with. Judging by the
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marks, it passed through a rifle bar-
rel. However, the rifling marks are
faint, it was clearly a gunshot from
a worn-out weapon. Morris’s friends
noticed that he often turned the bul-
let over in his hands, carrying it with
him as a talisman. Perhaps this was
the very bullet which the Francoists
wounded Cohen with, and which
was later extracted by surgeons, or
perhaps it was one of those that be-
came lodged in his belongings and
gear. In any case, it is a silent witness
to the history of the American Morris
Cohen — an idealist, a communist,
and an anti-fascist — and his partici-
pation in a war on another continent.

As the intelligence officer recalled,
following Franco’s coup and the

outbreak of hostilities, “in America,
as elsewhere, there was a polariza-
tion of forces. On one side were the
forces of peace, progress, and de-
mocracy; on the other, the adherents
of reaction, oppression, and tyran-
ny. Everyone had to make a choice:
whose side they were on. For me,
there could be no choice other than
to voluntarily stand in defense of
the Republic; it was in line with my
convictions. At a rally in Madison
Square Garden, without a moment’s
hesitation, | was among the first
to sign up for the Abraham Lincoln
International Brigade.”

On July 21,1937, Cohen, with a group

of communist comrades, left the U. S.
aboard the RMS Berengaria under

NO3 (16) September 2026

the pretext of “medical treatment”.
Looking at the ship’s smokestacks,
painted in black and red, one of the
Americans made a grim joke, com-
paring the vessel to a hearse. Morris
would often recall that episode later.
The joker was not far from the truth:
many of the volunteers would remain
in the Spanish soil forever.

Traveling through France and the
mountain passes of the Pyrenees,
the Americans reached the recruit-
ment center in the ancient fortress
of Figueres, where, in exchange for
their surrendered documents, they
were issued identification papers
under assumed names. Morris be-
came Israel Altman, a Jew from New
York. Such a person actually exist-
ed and was well known to Morris.
Unbeknownst to himself, Cohen was
then, for the first time, trying on the
role of an illegal intelligence officer
using someone else’s identity.

Morris was enlisted as a private in
the “Canadian” MacKenzie-Papineau
Battalion of the 15th International
Brigade. In addition to Canadians
and Americans, the battalion includ-
ed volunteers of German, Finnish,
Russian, and even Ukrainian de-
scent. On October 13, 1937, a month
after Cohen’s arrival, the “Mac-Paps”
took part in the offensive at Fuentes
de Ebro. The battle went down in his-
tory as the first time of tank borne in-
fantry— infantry riding on the armor
of tanks — being used in combat. The
Republican 35th Division, which in-
cluded the 11th and 15th International
Brigades, was supported by 43 of the
latest Soviet BT-5 tanks. For Morris
Cohen, the offensive at Fuentes de
Ebro was both his baptism by fire
and his final battle of that war.

While other units were pinned down
in the midground, the first company
of the "Mac-Paps" surged forward
and stormed the enemy trenches,
where a fierce hand-to-hand struggle
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immediately broke out. The "Moors"
(as the Moroccans were called in
Spain) defending the positions re-
treated in a panic. Soon, the entire
high point dominating the town was
under Republican control.

However, enemy fire intensified, and
there were many wounded and killed
among the International Brigade
fighters. The tanks ran out of am-
munition and began to withdraw to
the rear. At some moment, the in-
ternationalists launched a bayonet
counterattack against the Moors,
who were attempting to retake the
positions. It was then that Morris
was severely wounded — a burst
of machine-gun fire lashed through
his legs. He fell, but he was quickly
picked up, hastily bandaged, and
hoisted onto the armor of one of the
tanks. The BT-5 was already piled
high with bodies, it was evacuating
the wounded and the dead from the
front line.

As the vehicle backed away, firing its
machine gun, enemy bullets contin-
ued to shriek, pinging off the steel
hull and tearing into the bodies of the
soldiers clinging to its sides, includ-
ing Morris, who was already losing
consciousness. The wounds he got
that day would haunt him for the rest
of his life, both through his scars and
the persistent dull pain.

It was the intelligence officer’s fate to
survive yet another great war. During
the World War Il, as a member of
the U.S. Army, he would march with
the Allied forces through France,
Belgium, and Germany. But he would
never again face an inferno like the
one he had endured in 1937 at the
walls of Fuentes de Ebro.

Morris barely remembered being
treated at the dressing-station or
the jolting ride in an overcrowded
truck along rocky Spanish roads,
surrounded by dying comrades. He

the history of one object

regained consciousness in a hospital
in the city of Murcia. There, in a ward
saturated with suffering, he fought
for his life for four long months.

One of the wounded soldiers later re-
called Cohen: “Wrapped in bandag-
es like an ancient Egyptian mummy,
he never lost his optimism; despite
the pain, he tried to cheer others up
with a witty joke or an interesting
story.” Men would gather around his
bed to hear him talk about Ancient
Rome and the Middle Ages — be-
fore the war, the 27-year-old Morris
had been a history teacher. He was
highly respected by both patients
and medical staff; they came to him
for advice, to unburden their hearts,
or simply to talk.

In February 1938, after recovering
from his injuries, Cohen was reas-
signed to a base of the International
Brigades in the town of Tarazona.
The courageous American anti-fas-
cist caught the attention of Soviet in-
telligence. Following a conversation
with Alexander Mikhailovich Orloy,
the NKVD station chief in Spain,
Morris Cohen agreed to selflessly
assist the USSR in its fight against
Nazism.

He returned home via France, accom-
panied by fifty other Americans who
had also served in the International
Brigades. On December 20, 1938,
the transatlantic liner arrived in New
York, where the war veterans were
greeted by an enthusiastic crowd of
their fellow countrymen.

The following day, Morris Cohen
called Leontine Petke, whom he had
met in May 1937 in New York at that
very rally in support of the Spanish
Republicans where he had first
signed up as a volunteer. They would
soon marry and become a highly ef-
fective operative team of Soviet ille-
gal intelligence agents. But that is an
entirely different story... %
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How denazification was co
in post-war Germany

Text: Maxim Aleksandrovich Vaskov, Professor at the Institute of Sociology and Regional Studies
Southern Federal University, Doctor of Sociological Sciences, Candidate of Historical Sciences
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Today, the question of Germany's denazification after the Great Patriotic War is once again at
the center of political debate. Among Europeans, there is a widespread belief that Nazism was
defeated and eradicated as a mass phenomenon in the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG),
becoming the preserve of marginal and persecuted groups of political extremists. Recently
declassified documents from the archives of the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR)
show that the West's actual policy toward Germany was quite different, and the seeds of Nazism,
once abundantly sown in German soil, still produce dangerous shoots like dragon's teeth from
the ancient myth of the Golden Fleece.

The legal basis for denazification was
laid by the Allied Control Council in
Germany. Law No. 1 of September
20, 1945, repealed all Nazi legisla-
tion. Law No. 2 of October 10 banned
the NSDAP and liquidated other
similar organizations. Law No. 10 of
December 20 of the same year in-
troduced punishment for persons
“guilty of war crimes, crimes against
peace and humanity.” Furthermore,
Directive No. 24 of January 12, 1946,
provided for the removal of Nazis and
other persons hostile to Allied goals
from institutions and positions of re-
sponsibility, as well as Directive No.
38 of October 12, 1946, “On the arrest
of war criminals, National Socialists,
militarists and the internment, con-
trol and surveillance of possibly
dangerous Nazis.” The guidelines
outlined universal principles for dena-
zification in all four occupation zones:
American, British, Soviet, and French.
But the results varied.

Even before the surrender of the
Third Reich, American troops con-
ducted tours of the Buchenwald
concentration camp to show Hitler's
atrocities to the German popula-
tion. However, geopolitical realities
almost immediately led Western al-
lies to the idea of using the Nazis to
confront the USSR during the Cold
War, which, as was then believed,
could escalate into World War Il at
any moment. This ambivalence had
a profoundly negative impact on the
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course and results of denazification
in West Germany.

The process was to proceed in three
directions: condemnation and eradi-
cation of Nazi ideology, repentance
of the German people; destruction
of any institutional structures rely-
ing on which Nazism could revive;
removal of former Nazis from power,
depriving them of their ability to in-
fluence society, criminal prosecution
depending on their official position
and the degree of their involvement
in crimes.

The number of those released com-
pared to the total number of detained
Nazis serves as a clear illustration of
the difference in approaches to de-
nazification between the USSR and
Western countries. Here are the fig-
ures (data for 1947):
— US occupation zone — 44,244
released out of 95,250 (46%);
— British occupation zone —
34,000 out of 64,500 (53%);
— Soviet occupation zone —
8,214 out of 67,179 (12%);
— French occupation zone —
8,040 out of 18,963 (42%).

As we can see, denazification was
carried out consistently and system-
atically only in the Soviet occupation
zone. The goal was to build a new
socialist society, and to this end, tra-
ditional political and social institu-
tions were completely dismantled.
To successfully establish a socialist
state, it was necessary to exclude
former Nazis as much as possible
from all significant spheres of life
and implement radical changes, fol-
lowing the Soviet model, in private
property, the church, and socio-
political relations.

East Germany had the lowest rates
of former NSDAP members being
released and allowed to return to
work, although such appointments
could not be completely outlined.
Moreover, in the Soviet zone, dena-
zification, as a system of targeted
measures, proceeded quickly. By
order of Marshal V.D. Sokolovsky,
Commander-in-Chief of the Group of
Soviet Forces in Germany and Head
of the Soviet Military Administration,
dated February 26, 1948, denazi-
fication measures were declared
completed.

Geopolitical realities almost immediately led
Western allies to the idea of using the Nazis to

confront the USSR during the Cold War.
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The Americans completed denazi-
fication on March 31, 1948, roughly
around the same time. But even then,
unlike in the future GDR, the founda-
tion of their attitude toward former
Nazis was principles such as conti-
nuity of leadership and a pragmatic
approach. NSDAP functionaries and
active members were massively ap-
pointed to positions in the FRG in
accordance with their qualifications
and professional competencies in
the Third Reich, including in defense,
intelligence services, the courts, the
police, the prosecutor's office, edu-
cation and culture, and the economy.

One of the first agencies to re-
cruit significant numbers of former
Nazis was the FRG's security, intel-
ligence, and counterintelligence
service. According to recently de-
classified Russian SVR materials
(see Document 1 in the Declassified
Archives section), the head of the
German intelligence service was ap-
proved in Washington by none other
than Allen Dulles, then head ofthe US
CIA and an active participant in sep-
arate negotiations with Berlin during
the war. He first appointed General
Heinz Guderian to the position, and
a little later, Reinhard Gehlen.

The tasks that the Americans set
for the German intelligence were
quite revealing: “1. Contact under-
ground fascist organizations and
gain influence among them. 2.
Infiltrate all workers’ organizations.
3. Reorganize and restore German

intelligence cells both in the country
and abroad.” The document also not-
ed that the German agent network
abroad had already been restored,
and the United States had handed
over the Abwehr agent database to
the Germans.

However, R. Gehlen, as the former
head of the 2nd Department of the
General Staff, the so called "Foreign
Armies East," had his own spy net-
work, which was also of great in-
terest to American intelligence
agencies. It's notable that Gudrun
Burwitz-Himmler, the eldest daughter
of Reichsfiihrer-SS Heinrich Himmler,
worked under a false identity in the
"Gehlen Organization," which lat-
er formed the modern-day Federal
Intelligence Service (BND). Naturally,
with her boss's consent.

Declassified foreign intelligence
archives also indicate that after
the Great Victory, the British and
Americans prepared for a new war
with the USSR, employing former
Nazi officers and generals. To this
end, the Anglo-Saxons called back
to service not only Guderian, under
whose leadership the Wehrmacht's
tank armies had rushed toward
Moscow, but also Franz Halder, the
former Chief of the General Staff of
the Army High Command, who had
developed Operation Barbarossa
and personally presented it to Hitler.
Halder was appointed Chief of the
General Staff of the reconstituted
German armed forces, and Guderian

The Americans completed denazification on March
31, 1948, roughly around the same time. But even
then, unlike in the future GDR, the foundation of

their attitude toward former Nazis was principles
such as continuity of leadership and a pragmatic
approach.
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Reinhard Gehlen

was tasked with forming new military
units. Moreover, even at that time,
West Germany was experiencing a
surge in the popularity of Nazi ide-
as "among many Germans who had
not previously been Nazis." The rea-
son for this was the harsh attitude of
the Anglo-Saxons towards them, as
well as "speculation and corruption
among the officers of the occupation
authorities" (see Document 2).

By May 1950, F. Halder had devel-
oped a detailed plan for the crea-
tion of a West German army "of
100,000 to 150,000 men,"” which was
to become "a component of a unified
European armed force."” That same
year, the plan was presented to the
first post-war Chancellor of the FRG,
Konrad Adenauer, and at that very
time it was also obtained by Soviet
foreign intelligence (see Document
3). It should be noted that only in
September 1950 Halder succeeded
to clear himself completely of the
charges of collaborating with the
Nazis, after which he was appointed
expert in the West German govern-
ment. In this position, he worked
to whitewash the German army,
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creating the myth of the so-called
clean Wehrmacht. In parallel, until
1959, he worked a lead consultant
for the U.S. Army Historical Division.
In 1961, President John F. Kennedy
awarded F. Halder the Meritorious
Civilian Service Award.

As practice has shown, actual dena-
zification was virtually nonexistent in
West Germany. Since 1946, the Allies
transferred the organization of this
process to the Germans themselves.
Special tribunals — troikas — were
established: a chairman, a prosecu-
tor, and an expert. However, rather
than becoming an effective tool for
combating Nazi ideology and pun-
ishing criminals, they instead be-
came a mechanism for their de facto
legitimization, as most judges in such
tribunals had themselves recently
been NSDAP members. As a result,
many high-ranking party officials
easily passed the necessary proce-
dures and were allowed to return
to government service, while sanc-
tions were applied to rank-and-file
NSDAP members who did not hold
leadership positions and whose role
was often limited to attending party
events.
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Since 1946, the Allies transferred the organization
of this process to the Germans themselves. Special
tribunals — troikas — were established. However,

they failed to become an effective tool for combating
Nazi ideology and punishing criminals.

A telling illustration in this regard is
the fate of the prominent German
lawyer Hans Globke, author of the in-
famous racial laws of the Third Reich.
Under these laws, Jews, Roma, and
other minorities were deprived of
their rights, which subsequently led
to their genocide as "inferiorities."
After the war, Globke, assumedly
with the assistance of the US CIA,
managed to avoid a tribunal, and in
"denazified" West Germany (again,
not without the help of his American
patrons), he received the influential
post of Chief of Staff of West German
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, a posi-
tion he held for 10 years (1953-1963),
effectively becoming the number
two man in the country.

As the Soviet foreign intelligence
discovered, Konrad Adenauer him-
self, in early 1951, reached a full
understanding with the command-
er of American forces, General
Dwight D. Eisenhower, on the issue
of Germany's remilitarization, which
supposed restoring its military po-
tential with offensive weapons and
targeting it against the USSR (see
Document 4). The latter, in particu-
lar, promised "to make every effort
to overcome the sentiments against
Germany's remilitarization that ex-
ist in the United States and Western
European countries." D. Eisenhower
also assured the German Chancellor
that America "will ensure the defense
of Western Europe against the East,"
but without German participation,

Franz Halder

it was impossible to organize an ef-
fective European defense, therefore
it was necessary to take measures
and eliminate pacifist sentiments in
Germany.

In declassified materials from the
Russian Foreign Intelligence Service,
we see interesting facts: attempts by
the West German leadership to "sell"
itself to the Americans as a military
force against the USSR, as well as the
use of such "proven" Goebbelsian
ideologemes as Germany being
"Europe's shield against Bolshevism"
and "the civilized world's front line
defense against the Bolshevik
threat." To become a "useful asset"
in the eyes of the United States, the
Germans needed to prove their bel-
ligerence and operational value in a
war against the Soviet Union, which
was then considered inevitable. This
could be achieved in two ways. The
first was to remilitarize and rebuild a
capable armed force ready to fight
on the side of the Americans and
their allies. Experienced personnel
for this could only be found among
former Wehrmacht personnel.

The second path involved sharing
their intelligence capabilities with the
CIAand M6, including lists of dormant
SD and Abwehr agents on the Soviet
territory, and surviving files contain-
ing information on traitors and col-
laborators working for the Nazis who
could be re-enlisted to collaborate,
this time with the Anglo-Saxons. This
second path also supposed integrat-
ing former SS and Abwehr officers
with access to such information into
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Hans Globke

the new German intelligence ser-
vices and army. Therefore, | repeat,
denazification in West Germany was
carried out formally, and the desire
to instill in Germans a lasting sense
of guilt for the crimes of the Reich
was quickly replaced by the acceler-
ated implementation of the required
procedures.

It is worth noting, while pursuing a pol-
icy of remilitarization, the Adenauer
government and its American han-
dlers were forced to contend with
a section of the German intelligent-
sia who did not want West Germany
drawn into a new cycle of revanchist
confrontation with the USSR. Foreign
intelligence reports submitted to
Stalin in 1952 specifically mentioned
the formation in West Germany of an
"Extraordinary Fellowship for Peace
in Europe," which consisted of rep-
resentatives of Christian democratic
political forces, including a number
of members of the CDU/CSU, as well
as of prominent representatives of
the Protestant church who rejected
the idea of remilitarization (see de-
classified documents on the Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service website).
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Konrad Adenauer

At the same time, the West German
leadership, which had embarked
on a path of revanchism, managed
to secure public support, primar-
ily from the so-called soldiers' and
officers' unions, which began to
appear in large numbers in post-
war Germany. Among the larg-
est structures of that sort was the
the "Mutual Aid Society for Former
Members of the Waffen-SS" (HIAG,
German:  Hilfsgemeinschaft  auf
Gegenseitigkeit der Angehorigen
der ehemaligen Waffen-SS) estab-
lished in 1951. As a matter of fact, it
was a union of Nazi veterans, the
stated goals of which were to pro-
vide material and legal assistance
to former SS members, as well as to
carry out "historical rehabilitation."
Through such organizations, many
leading members of the NSDAP and
SS returned to active social and po-
litical life. Among them, for exam-
ple, were SS-Oberstgruppenfiihrer
(the highest rank, equivalent to a
colonel general in the Wehrmacht)
Josef Dietrich and Paul Hausser, SS-
Obergruppenfiihrer (General) Felix
Steiner, and thousands of other Nazis
of lesser ranks. It is noteworthy that

the activities of HIAG was formally
banned in Germany only in 1992, al-
though it continues to operate locally
even today.

There were, | repeat, dozens, if not
hundreds, of similar organizations.
Il mention a couple more. The
charitable organization "Silent Help"
founded in 1951, also provided sup-
port to former Nazis, and one of its
most active members was the afore-
mentioned Frau Burwitz-Himmler.
Despite a number of high-profile
scandals, such as its defense of Nazi
executioners who worked in concen-
tration camps, the organization still
exists in West Germany. And in 1952,
Himmler's daughter contributed to
the creation of the neo-Nazi youth
movement "Wikingjugend" modeled
after the well-known “Hitlerjugend”.
The movement was banned only in
1994, although de facto structures
of the "Wikingjugend" continue to
function.

To be fair, it should be noted that
post-war Germany was not popu-
lated solely by revanchists and mili-
tarists. There was also a fairly large
pacifist movement, those who did
not want a new war with the Soviet
Union. Moreover, peace advocates
were found not only among civil-
ians but also among former military
personnel, as evidenced by declas-
sified documents of the Soviet for-
eign intelligence. As an example,
we’ll cite excerpts from a 1951 mem-
orandum by Colonel Karl Gimbel,
chairman of the Bavarian "Union for
the Protection of Former German
Soldiers" (see Document 5). These
words are quite relevant today: "We,
former officers, know the scale of
destruction that would follow in the
event of a third world war. The de-
velopment of energy and biological
weapons will leave the mark of Cain
on those who, in a third world war,
would serve the forces driven mad
by their dreams of world domination.
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The only path to peace is to divert
the enormous resources currently
being spent on global armaments,
which serve only to destroy life, to-
ward social recovery and economic
and moral restoration. That is why
we appeal to wives and mothers, to
rising youth, to teachers and educa-
tors, to those who shape public opin-
ion, and to clergy of all faiths: 'The
people do not desire war; they want
to livel™

As we can see, there were genuine
fighters against neo-Nazism in the
FRG, typically activists from left-wing
or Christian parties, whose pressure
the authorities could not completely
ignore. But the demands of the ruling
elites were different. Beginning with
Konrad Adenauer, despite rare peri-
ods of seeking normal relations with
the USSR/Russia, the political lead-
ership of West Germany, which had
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close ideological and organization-
al ties with the Anglo-Saxons, em-
barked on a course of revanchism.
Moreover, its ideological foundation
was the most reliable neo-Nazism
policy, ingrained in Germany since
the fight against the "Bolshevik
threat." Therefore, the denazification
of the FRG, despite its apparent ac-
tivity, turned into a farce. It is enough
to look at the punishment meted out

declassified archives

to big businesses — Thyssen, Krupp,
Quandt, Siemens — who used slave
labor of concentration camps’ prison-
ers. Compared to the gravity of the
crimes they committed, the punish-
ment was close to nothing. The fact
that a significant portion of Germans
rejected and still rejects Nazism is
not thanks to, but rather in spite of,
the actions of the official German au-
thorities. %

The denazification of the FRG, despite its apparent
activity, turned into a farce. It is enough to look
at the punishment meted out to big businesses—

Thyssen, Krupp, Quandt, Siemens—who used slave
labor of concentration camps’ prisoners. Compared
to the gravity of the crimes they committed, the
punishment was close to nothing.
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More documents on the
SVR of Russia web-site

Document 1. Document 1.

Note on Guderian's Note on Guderian's
intelligence service. intelligence service.
July 28,1948

July 28,1948
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Document 2.

Special report of
the Information
Committee of the
Council of Ministers
of the USSR.

July 1948
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Document 2.

Special report of
the Information
Committee of the
Council of Ministers
of the USSR.

July 1948
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Document 3.

Special report of the
Information Committee
of the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs

of the USSR.

January 5,1951
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Document 3.

Special report of the
Information Committee
of the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs

of the USSR.

January 5,1951
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Document 4.

Special report of the
Information Committee
of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the
USSR (collage).
February 7,1951
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The full version of the
document is on the SVR
of Russia web-site

Document 4.

Special report of the
Information Committee
of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the
USSR (collage).
February 7,1951

RAZVEDCHZK 85




declassified archives

declassified archives

Document 5.

Special report of the
Information Committee
of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of

the USSR (collage).
February 1951
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More documents on the
SVR of Russia web-site

Document 5.

Special report of the
Information Committee
of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of

the USSR (collage).
February 1951
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On the 95th anniversary

of Yulian Semyonov
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On the occasion of the 95th anniversary of the birth of the world-famous
master of political detective and author of a series of novels about the deep-
cover Soviet intelligence officer Vladimirov-Isaev-Stierlitz, "Razvedchik” has
talked with the daughter of the classic, also a writer, publicist and keeper of
her father's legacy Olga Yulianovna Semyonova.

Olga Yulianovna, Stierlitz is one of the most
recognizable and popular artistic images of
an intelligence officer. Books about him con-
tinue to be republished, and not only in our
country. What do you think is the reason for
such popularity?

Stierlitz, of course, is an amazing image. The
charm of this character is that he is a truly
Russian intellectual and patriot, ready to give
his life for the Fatherland. Besides, it's also
good literature — Yulian Semyonovich wrote
well. When he conceived the idea of a novel
about an intelligence officer who spends his
whole life in a foreign land, forgetting about
himself, it could not but find a response in the
hearts of both Russian and foreign readers.

In addition, while in Russia we take care of the
past, while there’s an opportunity to work in ar-
chives, get acquainted with primary sources,
in the West the situation is very tense. History
is being rewritten and falsified. And this is not
only my opinion, I've been told so by foreign
acquaintances who complain that archives
have started to disappear. If today a Western
scientist, researcher, or student wants to find
information about the Second World War, he is
often told: "There are no documents.”

Yulian Semyonovich Semyonov

Which country are you talking about?

About France. | spend a lot of time there, and
| have many French friends. They are mostly
thinking people, and they are very worried.
Under these conditions, Stierlitz, which, thanks
to numerous reprints, has found its way into
every home (the novel is in many bookstores
and has long been considered classic), pro-
vides an opportunity to touch the true histo-
ry, since Yulian Semyonovich wrote his works
based on archival documents. That's why |
think books about Stierlitz will be a success for
a long time.

It is known that Stierlitz is a fictional charac-
ter, many Soviet intelligence officers served as
his prototype. But there is also a point of view
that Yulian Semyonov partly based him upon
himself. No wonder he "gave" his beloved hero
his birthday — October 8th. In your opinion, is
there much of your father in Stierlitz?

There is, of course, something from my fa-
ther, but more from Korotkov, Zarubin, Sorge,
Kuznetsov.... And from Semyonoy, there is not
only October 8th, but also a reverent attitude
towards the Russian language. For example,
Stierlitz says in the novel: "I wish | could go

Was born on October 8, 1931 in Moscow into the family of Soviet journalist and publisher Semyon Alexandrovich
Lyandres. He graduated from the Middle East Faculty of the Moscow Institute of Oriental Studies. He worked as a
journalist for Ogonyok, Literaturnaya Gazeta, Pravda and Komsomolskaya Pravda, and repeatedly traveled abroad as
a staff correspondent for these periodicals. He is the author of more than 40 works of fiction, including a series of
novels about the intelligence officer Isaev-Stierlitz. Based on his books, such films and TV series as "TASS is author-

ized to declare ..., "Petrovka, 38", "Ogareva, 6", "17 moments of spring" and many others have been shot. Honored Art
Worker. He was awarded the Orders of the October Revolution and Friendship of Peoples. Winner of the KGB USSR

Prize in Literature and Art (1978).
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13-year-old Yulian
(centre) near

the walls of the
destroyed Reichstag.
Berlin.June 1945

back to my homeland as soon as possible, |
could read Dahl's dictionary there. It's such a
treasure!" By the way, Dahl's dictionary was
Dad's reference book.

In addition, Stierlitz is a highly educated person,
an intellectual. Like all our intelligence officers,
though. Anyway, | haven't met any different
(laughs). Yulian Semyonovich also had encyclo-
pedic knowledge. Like Stierlitz, he spoke sev-
eral languages: Pashto, Farsi, English, German
and Spanish. This was common in them.

When novels about Stierlitz gained
popularity and my father began to be
recognized abroad, foreign journalists
came up with the nicknames "Russian

James Bond’, "Soviet Agent 007". Dad was
offended: "Why 0077 001! Soviet means
the best!”

RAZVEDCHZK

And, of course, my father's love for the
Motherland was also very strong. He often
traveled abroad, and when he returned, he
always said: "Good heavens — what a bliss!"
When | asked him why, he replied, "Olechka,
everyone speaks Russian here!" When nov-
els about Stierlitz gained popularity and my
father began to be recognized abroad, for-
eign journalists came up with the nicknames
"Russian James Bond", "Soviet Agent 007"
Dad was offended: "Why 007? 001! Soviet
means the best!"

Did your father think about becoming an intel-
ligence officer?

Sure. Like all boys, stories about intelligence
fascinated him from childhood. But fate de-
creed otherwise. After graduation, he met my
mother. It was Andrei Sergeevich Mikhalkov
who introduced him to her. He fell in love, be-
gan composing short stories, poems, and then
began writing reports for Ogonyok. That's how
Yulian Semyonovich came to journalism, and
then to writing.

But his paths crossed more than once with in-
telligence as well. It is known that he was on
good terms with the chairman of the KGB of
the USSR, Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov. He ap-
preciated my father's talent, and often became
the first reader of his manuscripts. And at the
Institute of Oriental Studies, my father stud-
ied in the same year and became very close
friends with Evgeniy Maximovich Primakov,
the future great scientist, diplomat and the first
director of the Russian Foreign Intelligence
Service. They carried this friendship through
their whole lives.

Yulian Semyonovich was a prolific writer, with
14 works about Stierlitz alone. What is the
reason for such efficiency? Maybe the unique
climate of Crimea?

To some extent, of course (laughs), although
Yulian Semyonovich was a workaholic from his
youth, he worked constantly. When he moved
to Crimea, he said that he "couldn't stop writing
in the blessed land of Taurida." At six or sev-
en o'clock in the morning, after walking with
a shepherd dog named Ryzhiy (“red-haired”),
given to my father by border guards, he sat
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down at the table and did not leave it until al-
most evening.

He would sometimes swim in the sea only
three times during the whole summer. Even
when my sister and | came and asked to go
to the beach with us, he was sitting there un-
der an umbrella, correcting another manu-
script. He was very afraid of not having time
to tell the readers everything he knew. It was
here, in Crimea, that he wrote three books
"Expansion" about Stierlitz in Latin America
and other popular novels.

And the Crimean air really became healing for
him, because father's lungs were affected. In
1968, when he was in Vietnam as a war corre-
spondent, he came under an American chemi-
cal attack. Since then, he wasn't breathing well,
and he was literally suffocating in Moscow.
When in the early 1980s he was allocated land
in Crimea for the construction of a country cot-
tage, it became a real salvation.

The figure of F.E. Dzerzhinsky occupies a prom-
inent place in the works of Yulian Semyonov.
In the 1990s, it was undeservedly blackened,
andin 1991, a remarkable monument on the Lu-
byanka by sculptor Y.V. Vuchetich was pulled
down. Now there is an idea to return the monu-
ment to its place. What was your father's at-
titude to Felix Edmundovich?

Utmost respect and great love. Dad wrote
a novel about him, "Burning", in 4 parts, after
studying the archives, he knew his whole life
thoroughly. He was shocked and fascinated by
the power of Felix Edmundovich's personal-
ity. He was a man of idea, a great romantic, an
altruist who did not think about himself, about
material things, sacrificed himself for others.
Actually, "Burning" is about this: Dzerzhinsky
burned bright and burned out: he passed away
at the age of 49.

Regarding the monument... | can't speak for my
father, but | think he would be very happy, be-
cause it's bad to give up your history, to betray
your heroes. And shying away is also wrong.
Felix Edmundovich is a great personality, and
his monument should definitely be returned to
its place. | have no doubt that my father would
have welcomed it.
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In June 1945, his father, the war
correspondent Semyon Lyandres,
took the 13-year-old Yulian with him
to Berlin. There he realized the cost
of our Victory, and it made a strong

impression on him.

This year marks not only the 95th anniversary
of Yulian Semyonov, but also the 20th anniver-
sary of the charitable foundation named after
him. Tell us, what does the organization do?

The main activity of the foundation is the
preservation of the creative legacy of Yulian
Semyonovich, primarily the publication of his
books, which are still in demand among read-
ers. In addition, we provide support to Orthodox
shelters, orphanages and other similar institu-
tions, we help small children who need urgent
medical care.

With Vietnamese
comrades. 1968
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Discussing the
role of Stierlitz.

1972

Interviewed
by Vladislav Ilyin
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The proceeds from the sale of books are used
to maintain the Yulian Semyonov Memorial
Museum House, which was opened in 2000 on
the site of the country cottage in Crimea. The
museum is free of charge for everyone. This
is both my principled position and the will of
Yulian Semyonovich. Before he died, and he
felt that he would pass away soon, dad said,
"Olechka, when | am gone, let the people into
the house."”

The museum has a lot of interesting exhibits.
In addition to rare photographs and books,
dad's manuscripts and two typewriters which
he used, there is a "souvenir" from Vietnam —
a piece of fuselage from an American bomber
shot down by Vietnamese partisans. The plane

was shot down in front of Yulian Semyonovich,
he was severely concussed then, he picked up
the fragment himself and brought it home as a
reminder of that terrible war.

He hated wars with all his heart. | think it was
ingrained in him from childhood. In June 1945,
his father, the war correspondent Semyon
Lyandres, took the 13-year-old Yulian with him
to Berlin. There he realized the cost of our
Victory, and it made a strong impression on
him. Perhaps it was then that he had the idea
to write a novel about Stierlitz.

Returning to the favorite character and the
favorite series... Channel One is preparing a
sequel to "Seventeen Moments...", where ar-
tificial intelligence can play a major role. How
do you feel about this?

For our generation, Stierlitz is Tikhonov and
only Tikhonov. But, of course, | want this story
to have a sequel so that it lives on. There are
many wonderful actors in Russia, for example,
Daniil Strakhov perfectly played Stierlitz (the
TV series "Isaev" in 2009. — Editor's note), he
has the necessary subtlety and intelligence.

But Konstantin Lvovich Ernst came up with
the idea of using Al, and | understand him. He
stands for scientific and technological progress,
for new technologies (like Yulian Semyonovich,
by the way, who was one of the first Soviet writ-
ers to use a computer), insists that they are the
future. I've already seen the first screen tests
with Al, it seems quite convincing. In general, |
can say that | liked it.

Olga Yulianovna Semyonova

Was born on February 2, 1967 in Moscow. She graduated from the B.V. Shchukin
Higher Theater School, performed on stage for several years, starred in films,
then took up journalism. She collaborated with Ogonyok magazine, Moskovsky
Komsomolets, and Sovershenno Sekretno newspapers. She is the author of a
number of books, including "Yulian Semyonov" (The Lives of Remarkable People

"o "o

series), "Unknown Yulian Semyonov’, "Daily life of modern Paris’, "Paris. The his-
tory of a Great City." In 2006, she founded the Yulian Semyonov Cultural Foundation. Member of the Union of

Writers of Russia and the Union of Journalists of Moscow.
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Onthe other hand, there is Vyacheslav Tikhonov's
daughter, Anna Vyacheslavovna, a good friend of
mine, who, let's just say, is not enthusiastic about
the idea. And it can also be understood. After all,
ethical or, rather, even philosophical and religious
questions still remain: is the artificial image on the
screen still Tikhonov, or is it not? | hope a solu-
tion will be found. It would be a shame to let such
a great script go to waste. lts author — Artyom
Borisovich Chashchikhin-Toidze — approached
the matter very carefully, with great respect for
the prose of Yulian Semyonovich (based on his
novel "Expansion"). The result is truly worthy of
being filmed.

Today, this story of the search and persecu-
tion of Nazis who settled in Argentina is very

relevant....

Definitely. Like another novel by Yulian Semy-
onovich, The Third Map, which is dedicated
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the art of intelligence

Yulian Semyonovich was a workaholic
from his youth, he worked constantly.
When he moved to Crimea, he said that
he "couldn’'t stop writing in the blessed

land of Taurida.”

to the fight against Ukrainian nationalism. The
main character, by the way, is also Stierlitz, who
opposed Bandera in the post-war years. | think
readers will be interested to know that Colonel
Isaev is half Ukrainian... The novel was previ-
ously published in collections, and this summer
it was first published as a separate book. Now
we are distributing the novel to schools and li-
braries, and we have passed it to the Zakhar
Prilepin Foundation so that it can reach our
fighters in new territories. %

In 2021, for the series
of literature works
on the activities of
the Soviet foreign
intelligence,

Y.S. Semyonov was
awarded the SVR of
Russia Prize named
after Academician
Y.M. Primakov
(posthumously)
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World Champion Anatoly Karpov:

“l took all my peaks
at the first go”

This year marks the 75th birthday of the renowned chess genius and 12th
World Champion, Anatoly Yevgenievich Karpov. "Razvedchik" has met with
this living legend to discuss the prospects for chess development in Russia,
current grandmasters, the infiltration of politics into sport, and how it all

began in his life.

Anatoly Yevgenievich, 75 years is a significant
milestone! Ayear ago, you celebrated another
milestone — 50 years since you won the world
chess crown. Do you remember how you be-
gan your chess career?

Of course. It all began in Zlatoust, my birth-
place. It's an industrial city, but historically a
strong chess town. Everyone played back
then — in the courtyards, in clubs. | attended a
section at the Zlatoust Metallurgical Plant; we
had over 50 first-category players!

The USSR encouraged famous grandmas-
ters to tour around the country — to Siberia,
the Urals. Botvinnik and Korchnoi visited us. |
first played Korchnoi in Chelyabinsk, where he
surprised my friend Sashka and me (my friend
was the main player; | was sitting next to him,
but we thought out the moves together): in the

Anatoly Yevgenievich Karpov

middle of the game, he retreated with his bish-
ops from C4 to F1 and from F4 to C1. And sur-
prising your opponent often means winning.
But we managed to draw.

And who taught you to play?

It was my father who introduced me to chess.
Dad even managed to cope with the tears |
shed because of the game. We once had a
tough battle with him, and | lost and was up-
set. My father said, "If you don't lose, you
won't win. If you start crying once more, I'll
never play you again." He was very talented
and had an excellent memory. For example, as
the chief engineer of a large military plant in
Tula, employing 13,000 people, he knew the
18-digit GOST codes for all () manufactured
parts, which amounted to tens of thousands
of items.

Was born on May 23,1951, in Zlatoust, Chelyabinsk Region. At 14, he became the youngest Master of Sports in the
USSR, the World Junior Champion in 1969, and an International Grandmaster in 1970. He graduated with a degree
in economics from Leningrad State University. On April 3,1975, he was proclaimed the 12th World Champion, hold-
ing the chess crown for ten years. He then became the FIDE World Champion three more times. In total, he played
approximately 2,500 games and won over 160 tournaments. From 1989 to 1991, he was a deputy of the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR. From 1995 to the present, he has been a deputy of the State Duma of the Russian Federation.
He is also Vice President of the Russian Chess Federation and the founder of the Karpov Chess Schools network. He
was awarded the Order of Lenin, the Order “For Merit to the Fatherland’, 2nd and 3rd Class, the Order of Friendship,

and the Order of the Red Banner of Labor.
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With father Yevgeny

Stepanovich, mother
Nina Grigorievna and
sister Larisa. 1969

educate them quickly, courses were organized
at the Bauman Technical School; my father was

It was my father who introduced me to among the first to enroll,

chess. We once had a tough battle with
him, and I lost and was upset. My father
said, "If you don't lose, you won't win.

If you start crying once more, I'll never
play you again.”

He left for Moscow a couple of years after | was
born. He had a small stipend in the capital, sur-
viving as best he could and trying to support his
family in the Urals. Things were very difficult for

A'school sports day
in Gorky (now Nizhny
Novgorod). 1963

He truly had much to be proud of: he partici-
pated in the development of the Grad multiple
rocket launcher and invented anti-personnel
ball bombs. | remember him coming home
one day with a small round object in his hand.
| asked, "What is this?" "A bomb." This invention
of his, incidentally, played a significant role dur-
ing the Vietnam War and was one of the rea-
sons that forced the Americans to withdraw.
Besides (few people know this), my father was
at the forefront of the production of the first
compact refrigerators in the USSR, the Biryusa.

Have you also inherited his perseverance?

And his endurance, his work ethic, and his de-
termination. After all, he completed his higher
engineering education in just two years. After
the war, the country needed specialists, and to

my mother then; she worked nights sewing to
support my sister and me. But then, my father
quickly rose through the ranks: deputy manag-
er, production manager, chief engineer. In 1964,
we moved to Tula, where the Shtamp plant was
falling apart. The director and my father, chief
engineer Karpov, achieved fantastic results and
managed to restore it within a short time.

What did your father say when you became
World Champion?

Honestly, | don't remember. My parents were in
Tula at the time, and | traveled everywhere to
tournaments and played on my own. | think my
father simply said, "Well done!" Those were his
favorite words, the highest praise.

When was the last time that you visited your
native place?

A long time ago. After becoming champion, |
immediately went to Zlatoust, then further into
the Urals. On that first trip across the country,
| visited more factories and plants than previ-
ously in my entire life. It was then that | founded
the Karpov Chess Club in Zlatoust. It's not ac-
tive now, though, which is a shame...

You held the chess crown for ten years — prob-
ably longer than anyone else in the world —
and today, champions change so quickly you
can't keep track. Why is that?

Emanuel Lasker held the championship longer
than | did. But back then, World War | was going
on, so you didn't have to play or defend your title
for years. Now, tournaments are different— they
are short, even for the world championship —
and the players aren't as resilient. Our competi-
tions would be too much for them. My match with
Korchnoi lasted 110 days, while with Kasparov' it

* Declared a foreign agent by the decision of the Ministry of
Justice of the Russian Federation.
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took almost five months! Modern chess players
don't have the same level of preparation, and
their attitude is different: "We've lost, so what!
Never mind, there'll be another competition.”

As for me, | took all my peaks at the first go.
What's the secret? My mindset. | always had
the inner conviction that | could do it, that |
could win. And | won't reveal Anatoly Karpov's
rules for being a champion — they simply don't
exist. Just like | never had any special psycho-
logical preparation. Only the Botvinnik School,
where Mikhail Moiseevich was both the main
organizer and head coach.

At competitions, | would set myself the task of
not getting nervous, even if something went
wrong during the game. Once the game is
over, it's best to forget about it for a while, no
matter the outcome. A loss may generate anxi-
ety, a victory may lead to euphoria. It's impor-
tant to distance yourself from both.

Unfortunately, chess is losing its former pop-
ularity today. What do you think is the reason?

The public is drawn to bright personalities
and strong characters. One of the last such
sportsmen is the Norwegian Magnus Carlsen.
He has won dozens of tournaments, he’s a
chess genius. He has done a lot, both good
and bad, for chess. The bad part is that he has
stopped playing and decided not to defend his
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championship title. A serious mistake, both for
him personally and for the sport as a whole.

Also, | blame computers. Computer chess is a dif-
ferent thing. At some point, it became clear that it
was impossible to beat a machine. So what's the
point of playing against a robot? It's boring — no
emotion, no creative solutions, no risk.

In your opinion, what's the future of chess in
Russia?

We lost so much ground in the 1990s! First
and foremost, the Soviet chess school. We suf-
fered a terrible setback; we stopped winning
team competitions. Now it's difficult to regain
our status as a great chess power. We have a
chance, of course, but now not only India and
China are ahead of us, but also Uzbekistan (at
least in men's chess). And Indian chess players
simply dominate all international tournaments
today — here's the result of a serious state
program.

I took all my peaks at the first go.
What's the secret? My mindset.

I always had the inner conviction that
I could do it, that I could win.
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Chess helps train one's willpower.

It promotes memory development and
a stable nervous system. It teaches
strategic planning and the ability to

think several moves ahead.

And once we were leading, winning Olympiads.
Even when our personal relationship with
Kasparov soured. At the 1986 Chess Olympiad
in Dubai, after his loss to the American Yasser
Seirawan, we teamed up and got down to busi-
ness. After that game, | approached him: "Garry,
we need to talk, figure out what to do next."
We had a private meeting and decided: from
that day until the end of the tournament, we
would be the only two in charge, both playing
in every match (before that, back in Moscow,
the management had decided to separate us),
and we would take full responsibility, including
the team composition. We gathered the rest of
the guys, told them the news, and then invited

Celebration in honour
of the 12th World
champion in the
Pillar Hall of the

House of the Unions. the delegation leaders. They were displeased,
Moscow. 1975 of course, but they didn't argue.
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Did it work out?

Not right away. But in the end, we won the
Olympiad and returned home with gold medals.

How can we rekindle interest in chess in Russia?

First of all, the government needs to embrace
chess. Currently, | don't see much interest in
this from government officials. There's no spe-
cial program for chess development in our
country, not even as a project. There's no fund-
ing at the state level either. Yet we need to re-
store the system of chess schools and actively
involve preschoolers and schoolchildren.

Supporting children's chess is crucial.
Motivating children is essential. Teaching them
that chess isn't just fun, but also hard work.
Even when success comes.

Why is it so important for children to play
chess? It's unlikely that all of them will be-
come chess players...

Chess helps train one's willpower. It promotes
memory development and a stable nervous
system. It teaches strategic planning and the
ability to think several moves ahead. As in in-
telligence, there's virtually no room for error.
Achieving victory requires endurance, calm,
self-control, concentration, and intuition. These
qualities must be instilled in our youth and,
of course, cultivated in ourselves. I've always
placed great importance on this.

In the West, it was long common to say that
sport is above politics. But reality turned out
to be different...

In ancient Greece, wars were suspended for
the Olympic Games. That's how it should be.
Now, Western politicians interfere everywhere,
dictating their terms. Sport has completely
lost its independence. And | don't even want
to talk about what the Olympics have become
today — | mean primarily the 2024 Games in
France. It's disgusting!

Chess is also suffering. According to the deci-
sion of the Court of Arbitration for Sport, FIDE
must ensure that the Russian Chess Federation
does not conduct any activities on the territory
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of the LPR, DPR, Zaporozhye and Kherson re-
gions, as well as in Crimea. But this is not FIDE's
business! It also demanded that Crimean chess
players pay certain fees so that they could play
for the Russian team. Outrageous!

I’ll tell you a story on the topic of politics and
sports. In the summer of 1976, | was in Crimea,
in the Ai-Danil sanatorium, preparing for the
next tournament. Suddenly, sports bosses
called me from Moscow and offered to sign a
collective letter condemning Viktor Korchnoi,
who after a regular tournament decided not to
return to the USSR and stay in the West.

For me, the only viable option was to write a let-
ter myself. By coincidence, at the same time, the
famous international journalist Valentin Zorin
was vacationing at Ai-Danil. | met him after din-
ner on the embankment and asked him to help
me. Zorin agreed, but said: “The task is difficult.
We must write a letter that everyone will like, but
do it in a way that later, no one, under any cir-
cumstances, could reproach you with it.”

We spent a whole day thinking it out, another
day was spent editing. | didn't want the text to
be too angry. | believed and continue to be-
lieve that chess players undoubtedly have the
right to their own opinion, but they should not
get involved in politics.

Today again there are those who fled abroad
and from there they throw mud at their home-
land. What would you tell them?

| don’t like to repeat myself, but | think | would
say the same thing as to Korchnoi, word for
word: “Your decision to betray your Motherland
has deeply struck and saddened me. There
was and could not be any interference with
your creative activity in the country to which
you owe everything that helped to fully reveal
your talent.”

Looking back, is there anything you regret and
wish you could “re-play”?

| don't regret anything. | think my only mistake
was agreeing to play the world champion-
ship match with Kasparov in 1984 in Moscow.
It should have been necessary to insist on
moving the game to another country, where
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he would not have been able to use the ad-
ministrative resource — Heydar Aliyev and
Alexander Yakovlev, who helped him in every-
thing. | hadn't expected such a nasty thing.

Did you dream of becoming an intelligence of-
ficer as a child?

No. | didn’'t see any other path for myself oth-
er than chess. | admit, though, that at school |
liked to read military memoirs, which, of course,
were about intelligence, among other things.

What do you wish to the officers of the Rus-
sian Foreign Intelligence Service?

Good luck and beautiful victories! %

In the Ai-Danil
sanatorium.
Yalta, Crimea. 1976

Interviewed by
Vladislav Ilyin
and Tatiana Ogneva

I believed and continue to believe that
chess players undoubtedly have the

right to their own opinion, but they
should not get involved in politics.
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The commemorative ceremony, held
in the square in front of the VTB Are-
na — Lev Yashin Central Dynamo Sta-
dium, was attended by the leadership
of the Dynamo sports society, promi-
nent Dynamo athletes and sports vet-
erans, relatives of OMSBON veterans,
as well as members of the clergy, par-
ticipants of the Special Military Opera-
tion (SVO), cadets, and young athletes.

Speaking to the audience, Anatoly
Nikolayevich Gulevsky, Chairman of
the Dynamo Sports Club, recalled
that it was here, at the stadium, in
June 1941, at the height of the mas-
sive fascist offensive, that a special
unit was formed, tasked with “crush-
ing the enemy both on the front lines
and behind enemy lines.” It was com-
posed exclusively of strong athletes
and highly trained volunteers.

The ranks of OMSBON included the
elite of Soviet sports: USSR champi-
ons, track and field athletes, brothers
Seraphim and Georgy Znamensky,
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speed skater Anatoly Kapchinsky,
boxer Nikolai Korolyov, weightlifter
Nikolay Shatov, wrestler Grigory Pyl-
nov, skier Lyubov Kulakova, players
of the Football Club Dynamo Minsk,
the legendary mountaineer Ferdi-
nand Kropf, and many others. In ad-
dition to them, OMSBON included
158 students and 15 professors from
the State Central Order of Lenin Insti-
tute of Physical Education (now the
Russian State University of Physical
Education, Sport, Youth and Tourism).

An international battalion was also es-
tablished within OMSBON. It consist-
ed of anti-fascists who had arrived in
the USSR from Austria, Bulgaria, Hun-
gary, Spain, Germany, Poland, Serbia,
Czechoslovakia, France, and Yugo-
slavia. Many of them had fought in the
Spanish Civil War.

On the day of the commemorative
event, Dynamo athletes from the For-
eign Intelligence Service of the Rus-
sian Federation, along with faculty

and students from the Russian Uni-
versity of Sport, honored the heroic
deeds of the OMSBON members on
the university’s grounds, and then
participated in a 15-kilometer race
to the stadium, where a memorial
plaque dedicated to the OMSBON is
installed. The current students of the
university ran alongside the intelli-
gence officers, symbolically following
in their predecessors’ footsteps, who
enlisted in the ranks of the special
forces during the war.

From the first day of the OMSBON’s
creation, its activities were overseen
by Pavel Anatolyevich Sudoplatoy,
an experienced Soviet intelligence
officer and deputy head of the First
(intelligence) Directorate of the NKVD
of the USSR. During their training, the
fighters acquired practical skills that
at the time were unparalleled in any
other army of the world. The train-
ing, conducted under a special pro-
gram, included training in mine laying,
shooting with various firearms, night
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parachute jumps, forest warfare tac-
tics, armed or unarmed self-defense,
motorcycle and vehicle driving, radio
operations, and first aid skills. The
soldiers were prepared for the harsh
conditions of life and combat in the
underground in partisan-held forests.

As one volunteer recalled: “From the
Dynamo Stadium, we marched in for-
mation to Kiselny Lane, where the
Higher School of the People’s Com-
missariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD)
was located. In the evening, we were
sent to Chelyuskinskaya Station,
where we pitched tents, and training
in mine laying began at the Dynamo
Shooting Range. <..> When the Ger-
mans were particularly close to Mos-
cow, we participated in mine laying in
several facilities, and when the Na-
zis were pushed back, we demined
those facilities.” In the fall of 1941,
by decision of the country’s leader-
ship, mines were laid in the Kremlin,
beneath the Bolshoi Theater, and in
other locations where Nazi bigwigs
might have held celebrations in the
event of the capital’s capture.

“The advanced German hordes were
rushing toward Moscow and were al-
ready 28 kilometers from the capital
on the Volokolamsk Highway. A risk
of a German paratrooper landing
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operation in the very center of the
city arose. Therefore, in the morn-
ing of October 15, 1941, our 1st Regi-
ment was stationed in the House of
Unions, and the 2nd Regiment of the
brigade was stationed in the GUM
Department Store. The situation on
the Western Front was critical. Our
brigade command received orders
from the General Staff to be prepared
for street fighting,” recounted veter-
an OMSBON member Ivan Fyodor-
ovich Mokropulo. And on November
7, straight from the “modest but proud
parade on Red Square, the OMSBON
members headed to the front lines,”
or behind the front lines.

In total during the war, 212 special pur-
pose detachments and groups, total-
ing 7,316 men, were deployed behind
enemy lines. Here’s a diary entry from
one of the intelligence officers: “We
slept during the day, and at night we
carried out ski crossings and opera-
tions. Sometimes, when laying mines,
our fingers froze to the rails and bridge
structures — we would tear them off,
bleeding. However, during such oper-
ations, a person is under such stress
that he doesn’t notice such trifles.
For a month, we didn’t lose a single
fighter. Except that we had become so
emaciated that we couldn’t recognize
ourselves in the mirror.”

intelligence service and sports

According to archival documents,
during the war, OMSBON members
derailed approximately 1,500 enemy
trains carrying troops, equipment,
ammunition, and fuel, five Nazi ar-
mored trains, and 1,200 locomotives.
They also disabled 2,300 enemy ve-
hicles and motorcycles, more than
700 kilometers of telephone and tel-
egraph cable (a third of which was
the line of communication between
the front command and Hitler’s head-
quarters). They blew up 92 kilom-
eters of rail tracks and 335 bridges.
They destroyed 145 tanks and ar-
mored vehicles, 51 enemy aircraft,
and 136,000 enemy troops, includ-
ing 90 prominent Nazi officials and
2,000 Nazi spies and collaborators.
Behind each figure lies a heroic
deed, labor, and sacrifice in the name
of a common victory. More than a
thousand OMSBON soldiers were
awarded orders and medals, includ-
ing 24 Heroes of the Soviet Union.

After the war, the existence of this
unique unit was deemed unneces-
sary. However, four years later, secu-
rity agencies of the USSR once again
began forming special purpose forc-
es to conduct reconnaissance and
sabotage deep behind enemy lines.
The most famous, formed within the
First Main Directorate of the KGB, is
the unique Vympel Group — the in-
tellectual special forces, as it was
then known. Today, modern special
purpose units exist in Russia. How-
ever, their training is based on the
reconnaissance, sabotage, and sur-
vival techniques honed by OMS-
BON fighters during the Great Patri-
otic War. %

“85 years
of OMSBON” film
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In a united front

To the 70th anniversary of the

Russian Union of Veterans

Text: Vitaly Mikhaylovich Azarov,

Chairman of the Russian Union of Veterans, Colonel General

In 2026, the Russian Union of Veterans (RUV) celebrates its 70th anniversary. It's a unique
organization uniting several generations of defenders of the fatherland: from participants
of the Great Patriotic War and home front workers to our contemporaries, those who fought
on the fronts of the special military operation.

The history of the RUV began on
September 29, 1956 when on the
initiative of the Defense Minister of
the USSR Georgy Konstantinovich
Zhukov the first All-Union Conference
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of Veterans of War opened in the
Central House of the Soviet Army
in Moscow. 800 delegates arrived
for participation: veterans, partisans,
underground fighters, war reporters,

and writers. Many of them had Gold
Star medals on their chests, and al-
most everyone wore military orders.
It was they — the victorious heroes —
who made the decision to establish
the predecessor of the RUV — the
Soviet War Veterans Committee
(SWVC) that was created not only to
address social problems of veterans
and to engage in patriotic education
of youth, but also to develop con-
nections with foreign organizations
in the common struggle against the
threat of a new war.

Atthatconference, Sidor Artemyevich
Kovpak, one of the leaders of the
Ukrainian guerrilla movement, said
the words that remain relevant to-
day: “After the end of the Great
Patriotic War, the Anglo-American
aggressors managed to unleash
wars in China, Korea, and Vietnam;
blood was shed in Indonesia, shots
were heard repeatedly in Greece,
in the Middle East and even in Latin
America. Now, the imperialists of the
USA, England and France are reviv-
ing the Wehrmacht in West Germany,
and want to wage war in Egypt. The
voice of the Soviet veterans of war
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must be heard around the globe:
‘Hands off Suez! Down with war!’”

The famous military command-
er, Marshal of the Soviet Union
Alexander Mikhailovich Vasilevsky
was elected the first Chairman of
the SWVC, and the legendary pilot
Alexey Petrovich Maresyev became
his secretary. The significant con-
tribution to the development of the
organization was made by Marshals
Semyon  Mikhailovich  Budyonny,
Ivan Khristoforovich Bagramyan, Kirill
Afanasyevich Meretskov, Semyon
Konstantinovich Timoshenko, intel-
ligence officer, partisan Nadezhda
Viktorovna Troyan, famous wom-
en-pilots  Nadezhda  Vasilyevna
Popova and Valentina Stepanovna
Grizodubova, and many other out-
standing figures.

In1992, onthe basis of the SWVCthe All-
Russian Organization of War Veterans
was created. In 2013, it received its
present name — the All-Russian Public
Organization of War Veterans, the
Russian Union of Veterans.

The RUV is the rightful successor
and the carrier of the fine traditions
of the SWVC. Today in our ranks we
have over five million veterans of
war, military service and combat op-
erations. RUV branches are present
practically in all Russian regions.
We systematically carry out spiritual
and moral education of the younger
generation, we actively support the
President’s course towards strategic
socio-economic development of the
country and strengthening its safe-
ty, we organize assistance to par-
ticipants and veterans of the special
military operation.

In all areas of the work mentioned
above we closely cooperate with rel-
evant departmental structures, includ-
ing the Council of Veterans of SVR of
Russia. In particular, last year during
the preparation for the celebration
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Dear Mikhail Vitalyevich!
Comrade Lieutenant General!

On behalf of the five-million veteran community and your com-
panions in arms we warmly congratulate you on your 80th an-

niversary!

For many generations of defenders, you have been and remain
a legendary commander and an indisputable authority. In the
most difficult situations, your wisdom and courage allowed you
to make decisions that determined the fate of the world. There
are no former intelligence officers — you confirm this rule every
day with your selfless work — even after switching from the op-
erational front lines to the publishing industry, you continue to
hold the line on the crucial information front.

We express our gratitude for your life-long feat, loyalty to the
veteran movement and that creative energy that you put into
the printed word. We sincerely wish you good health and inex-
haustible inspiration! Let every day be filled with joy, pride in the
years you've lived, and the warmth of your loved ones.

of the 80th anniversary of the Great
Victory, together with foreign intelli-
gence veterans we organized many
significant events, acting as a united
consolidating force of veteran com-
munity in the post-Soviet space.

Chairman of the Russian Union of Veterans
Colonel General Vitaly Azarov

In addition, we maintain international
connections, including with the In-
ternational Federation of Resistance
Fighters, the World Veterans Federa-
tion and many other similar associa-
tions. %
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(excerpt from the novel)

Text: Yulian Semyonov
Drawings: Sergey Dorozhenko
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Food for Thought
(June 19, 1945)

Stalin cautiously and with a certain delibera-
tion pushed the folder with the typewritten
page away from him and rose slowly from his
desk. He paced the office, and stood by the
window for a while, watching the pigeons wad-
dling across the Kremlin square; they were the
same colour as the paving stones, and if one
stared at them for a long time, it seemed as if
the cobblestones themselves were moving —
some kind of mysticism. Father Dionysius had
spoken of something similar during seminary
classes: prophetic birds, purgatory, the Garden
of Eden.

Turning around, Stalin looked at the head
of intelligence, puffed on his pipe a few times
to light it up, and, returning to his desk, asked
with a nod at the paper:

“Well, how do you explain this to me?”

“I have to check and double check this re-
port. It is of an extraordinary nature, so | must
verify its reliability from every angle.”

“And who gave you this information? Is he
reliable?”

“Quite reliable. But the whole point of any
intelligence game is to give false information
precisely to a reliable person.”

“Thank you for the explanation. You've
made the essence of intelligence work very
clear. I'm deeply touched.”

He pulled the telegram closer and read it
through once again:

“Over the course of three days, starting in
mid-June, secret meetings were held at the
Pentagon between the leadership of the US
military intelligence and OSS officials, and the
head of the Foreign Armies East Directorate,
Wehrmacht Lieutenant General Gehlen. During
these meetings, an agreement was reached that
Gehlen would return to Germany and resume his
operations. Gehlen undertook to hand over his
network of agents to American intelligence, in-
cluding the leaders of General Vlasov’s Russian
Liberation Movement, activists of Melnyk’s
Ukrainian Insurgent Army and Bandera’s mili-
tants; furthermore, it was agreed that from then
on, the Americans would oversee Gehlen’s work
with the agents he had infiltrated into the ranks of
the Polish government in London, as well as with
Slovak, Croatian, Hungarian, Bulgarian, Czech,
and Romanian anti communist groups that had
emigrated to the West.

“However, the final communiqué noted that
once a German government was installed in
power in Germany, Gehlen would work only
for the new German regime. The Pentagon as-
sured him that he would be provided with as-
sistance in this matter. It was emphasized that
Washington would find a way to put pressure on
the new German government so that General
Gehlen’s organization would be transformed
into the intelligence service of a democratic
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German regime, integrated into the Western
system. He received assurances that he would
remain chief of intelligence. It was stressed
that it would be risky to create a single intel-
ligence center in Germany at that point; and
it would take some time for the Western de-
mocracies to truly consolidate their positions
in their occupation zones, making them inac-
cessible to communist infiltration. Therefore,
General Gehlen was asked to consider es-
tablishing several secret centers, primarily in
Spain; his contacts with the relevant services
of Generalissimo Franco were authorized.

“After the Pentagon meeting concluded,
General Gehlen held a three-hour conver-
sation with Allen Dulles, who is believed to
have brought the general here and forced the
Pentagon to sit down at the negotiating table
with him. The outcome of these talks remains
unknown, but it is assumed that they con-
cerned practical steps towards deploying anti-
communist activity in Eastern European coun-
tries. The possibility that they were working out
concrete measures to provide immediate as-
sistance to groups of Ukrainian anti-communist
detachments fighting against the Kremlin in the
regions of Lvov is also not ruled out.”

Stalin paced his office in silence for a long
time, then stopped in front of the head of intel-
ligence, studying his face intently, as if embrac-
ing him with his yellowish lynx-like eyes, and
asked:

“Now tell me, how am | supposed to sit next
to Truman and discuss the problems of post-
war Europe after that?” he nodded at the table.
“Why are you silent? Don’t know what to an-
swer? Or are you hesitating?

“More likely the latter, Comrade Stalin”.

“Why? You are not imposing your point of
view on me, you’re just answering my question.
There is a big difference. So what?”

“As | see it, we are facing two forces in the
West. There are sensible politicians — and I'd
say there are quite a few of them — who open-
ly advocate for continuing a friendly dialogue
with us. And there are opponents. As for them,
well, they will remain opponents; there is noth-
ing we can do about it. But the sharper we re-
act to this kind of information, the more difficult
it will be for the sensible ones — those who
want to be friends with us.”

“But do you, personally, believe this infor-
mation isn’t fabricated to push us into taking a
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hard line? And thus, put our sympathizers in a
difficult position?”

“We need to check it. We didn’t have time
for that.”

“And what about the means?”

“We’ve got them.”

“Do you think the late Roosevelt’s inner cir-
cle will pressure Truman to dissociate himself
from his words spoken at the beginning of the
war about helping whoever wins the battle:
if the Germans win, help the Germans; if the
Russians prevail, help the Russians?”

“l think he’s ready to do everything to let
those words fade into oblivion.”

“And if we help him with that? If | do every-
thing | can to help him? Do you think he’d be
willing to start the dialogue?”

“l don’t know.”

“It’'s good that you answered honestly. We’'ll
ask Gromyko. Tell me this: would you, person-
ally, dare to negotiate with a top Hitlerite com-
mander without informing me first?”

“No.”

Stalin chuckled.

“Perhaps Truman is more lenient? After all,
it's a democracy with free elections and full
transparency.”
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“That’s precisely why, if | were in the shoes
of the head of American intelligence, I'd make
sure to get the president’s approval first.”

“That’'s precisely why,” Stalin chuckled.
“That’s a good answer. Don’t like our democ-
racy, do you? Alright, we’ll get to figuring out
what to do. We might end up taking lessons
from the directors of the Moscow Art Theatre —
let them teach us how to conduct ourselves at
the negotiating table discussing the future of
the world with someone who lives peacefully
in the same city where his military men are wel-
coming a Hitlerite general... Leave the docu-
ment with me... And think about how we can
get more detailed information... From Spain,
evidently? However, | won't tell you how to do
your job; do as you know.”

Stierlitz-l
(Madrid, October 1946)

The American who approached Stierlitz on
Avenida del Generalissimo in Madrid with an
offer to have lunch and discuss something of
mutual interest seemed quite friendly; on his
face, there was no trace of the agitation that
usually accompanies a kidnapping or arrest
operation.

“I promise an excellent menu,” he added.
“How does that sound to you?”

The leaves of the plane trees on the wide
avenida had already begun to turn yellow, tak-
ing on a metallic hue, the colour of Chilean
copper; yet there was no sense of autumn in
the air; it was warm. Stierlitz turned his face
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to the soft rays of the sun and, with a strange
shrug, quietly replied:

“Why not have lunch?”

“I somehow thought you’d refuse.”

Stierlitz looked at the American again: a
very strong man, he thought, a real sturdy fel-
low; Americans were generally very robust; no
wonder: they had never known war, they lived
far from the places where the tragic action was
unfolding, and they were young — two centu-
ries of history is not much, it’s like infancy.

He remembered with startling and some-
how terrifying clarity that rainy day when the
local newspapers printed Churchill’s speech,
delivered by the “great elder” in Fulton. The
former British Prime Minister had been intro-
duced to the audience of Westminster College
by none other than President Truman himself,
which gave the speech an extraordinary signifi-
cance. Protocol is protocol, as they say; a sin-
gle line sometimes contains a whole program
prepared by a whole staff of politicians, econo-
mists, military men, scientists, intelligence of-
ficers, and philosophers over months or even
years.

After reading Churchill’s speech twice,
Stierlitz put the newspaper aside, rose heavily
from his creaky chair (there were three chairs
in his little cubbyhole, called a “hotel room”,
and all three creaked in different “voices”)
and went outside. A March rain was drizzling,
although the sky was cloudless. People were
splashing through puddles, sheltering un-
der the parachute-like canopies of umbrellas;
only true caballeros strode along without hats,
wearing light coats — water isn’t bullets, it's
nothing to worry about. First of all, one should
think about one’s appearance; it is shameful to
hide from anything, especially from the rain.

He wandered aimlessly through the city,
unable to concentrate after what he had read,
and so he found himself quite unexpectedly
in the center, opposite the American embas-
sy. People were entering the large building; it
was nine o’clock, the start of the workday. He
stopped at a newsstand and began leafing
through the papers and magazines, wincing
every time the elderly salesman, wearing an
enormous beret pulled down pirate-style over
his eyes, one of which had a cataract, shouted
in a piercing voice:

“Read Churchill’'s historic speech! He has
declared war on Stalin!”
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Stierlitz looked at the Americans enter-
ing the embassy gates. They were tall, strong,
dressed as if in uniform: blunt-nosed boots with
perforated toes, very tight trousers, tiny finger-
nail-sized tie knots, and short, stubby-looking
raincoats, usually beige or gray.

They walked along, chatting cheerfully
with one another; Stierlitz tried to understand
what they were talking about, and it seemed to
him — judging by their expressions — that they
were chatting about some trivial matters: one
was telling how he had spent the weekend in
Irati, hunting for trout (in Spain they don’t say
“caught trout,” they “hunt” it here); another was
sharing his impressions of a trip to the castle
of Fina Calderon near Toledo (an absolutely
amazing woman, a well of charm); a third was
simply saying that his left shoe was pinching
and he needed to take it to Pepe, who worked
on the street corner — a good cobbler and
didn’t charge much for his work.

And none of these people — and they
weren’t just ordinary people who walk the
streets, sit in cafes, sow grain, sing in theaters,
or treat patients in clinics — but special people
initiated into the caste of politicians — looked
worried, frowning, or depressed. None of them,
judging by their faces, seemed to understand
what had happened yesterday in Fulton.

“They are clerks”, Stierlitz thought then, “they
do not see beyond what’s written in a docu-
ment, they lack the gift of historical perspective.
| have no right to judge all Americans by their
faces, although right now I'm most concerned
with those who make the decisions. How naive
are the attacks of these loyal propagandists”, he
thought then, “how helpless is their enthusiasm
for the only democracy that exists on Earth —
the American one... But even there, everything
is determined by the man who was brought to
the White House; fortune smiled on the country
when Roosevelt came to power, but then God
decided to punish it and took him away, putting
Truman in his place — a man who could never
understand or feel what Roosevelt did...”

Stierlitz even screwed up his eyes, because
for a moment a terrifying vision arose: instead
of living, clean-shaven faces, he saw skulls, and
through gray cloaks appeared skeletons; the
possibility of the mass extinction of humanity was
tied to the ideas of a single man, who embodied
those ideas in Words, which proved to be a turn-
ing point in the natural course of History...
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What was it that had so disconcerted
Stierlitz in Churchill’'s speech delivered yes-
terday, far across the ocean, in a beautiful and
quiet, Old English-style college building?

Apparently, he realized, he had been
stunned by Churchill’s words about the need —
as a countermeasure to Russia — to create a
“fraternal association of English-speaking
peoples.” Such an association meant a spe-
cial relationship between the United States of
America and the British Empire. “Fraternal as-
sociation”, Churchill rapped out, “required not
only the growing friendship between two kin-
dred systems of society, but the continuance
of the intimate relations between the military
advisers and the joint use of all Naval and Air
Force bases, which would double the power of
the United States and increase the might of the
Imperial Armed Forces.”

What hit Stierlitz hardest was that Churchill
had used the word “empire” twice, there-
by demonstrating that the old order, that is,
Roosevelt’s anti-imperial policy, was over once
and for all. Truman could have expressed a
dissenting opinion; he could have separated
American democracy from British imperial am-
bitions, but he hadn’t — instead, he had ap-
plauded the impetuous Winnie, demonstrating
his agreement with every word spoken, along
with everyone else.

Being a natural, deep-thinking politician,
Stierlitz immediately realized that Churchill’s
passage about creating an “English-speaking
military association opposing Russia” was not
only a threat to the Kremlin but also a stern
warning to France and ltaly: both Rome and
Paris were faced with the fait accompli of a
qualitatively new alliance. And in the next para-
graph, Churchill had struck even more open-
ly: “The Communist parties working not only
in ltaly, but in a great number of countries, far
from the Russian frontiers — throughout the
world — constitute a growing challenge and
peril to Christian civilization.”

That is, Stierlitz realized, with this phrase
Churchill was unequivocally demanding the
governments of Italy and France immediately
remove Togliatti and Thorez from the cabinet
and unconditionally disassociate themselves
from those who had made the greatest con-
tribution to the fight against Hitlerism. No one
had ever dared to exercise such dictatorship
over the sovereign countries of Europe since

May 9, 1945. Such things had happened be-
fore, but then it had been done by Churchill’s
greatest enemy. Is human memory really so
short?!

Stierlitz realized that the past was over and
done with when he read twice, very slowly,
word by word, that part of the speech in which
Churchill declared: “We cannot afford to work
on narrow margins. From what | have seen of
our Russian friends, | am convinced that there
is nothing for which they have less respect
than for weakness. A good understanding on
all points with Russia must be supported by the
whole strength of the English-speaking world
and all its connections.”

He understood that Moscow would not
be able to remain silent; the response would
likely be just as sharp. Churchill knew what he
was doing; he had studied Stalin’s character
quite accurately; in initiating his move, he had
clearly calculated the potential opposition from
the man who, just a year earlier, had been an
equal member of the Big Three and had sat at
the same table in Yalta, though back then, in
Crimea, there had been another man beside
them — Roosevelt.

It was on that March day in 1946, when
Stierlitz had only just begun to walk without
crutches or a cane, that he realized that return-
ing to his homeland had now become a prob-
lem of such complexity that he could never
have previously imagined before.

It was then, on that dank spring day in 1946,
that he experienced a terrible sense of oppres-
sive hopelessness: he could imagine that the
idea he had served all his entire conscious
life would be opposed by forces that had tra-
ditionally attacked the Soviet Union from the
far right; he understood that the leader of the
British fascists, Mosley, released from house
arrest, would not accept his defeat and would
once again begin holding rallies in Hyde Park;
he understood that Ford’s people, who had
openly worshipped Hitler, might emerge from
the shadows; but to see someone who Hitler
had considered a hateful enemy of the Reich,
someone who had contributed to the victory
over Nazism, come forward with such a fiercely
anti-Russian stance... <..>
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Miiller-I (1946)

The sharp sunrays, shuttering against the
warm wooden blinds, cut the dark room with
yellow-blue lines that seemed cold because
they somehow resembled the hidden sub-
stance of a mirror; the dead reflection of the
true is always cold.

Miiller watched for a long time as the rays
moved slowly, barely noticeably, yet neverthe-
less relentlessly across the room, shifting from
the massive mahogany table to the gray mar-
ble fireplace and to the shelves crammed with
books.

He was in no hurry to get up from the large,
low ottoman; he relaxed, enjoying the peace
and quiet; he smiled whenever the cuckoo
bird popped out of his Bavarian clock (a gift
from a local Ortsleiter, who had brought it from
Germany back in 1937, when he had been sent
by the NSDAP’s Foreign Department to infil-
trate Argentina) and cheerfully count down the
irrevocable disappearance of time.

In the first months after Miller arrived in
Latin America, on that deserted coast, and,
after exchanging silent handshakes with his
companions, he got into the waiting car that
took him to Enrique Trostheimer’s estancia,
Villa Nueva, he couldn’t sleep; he’d drop off for
two or three hours, and only after drinking a
glass of the strongest Korn. The supplies were
enormous — the entire basement of the large
three-story mansion by the ocean was stacked
with bottles.

He felt constant tension, because a high-
way ran two kilometers from his house; there
were no fences or guards, nothing like he was
accustomed to in the Reich; he had a total
sense of vulnerability, and he was constantly
bracing himself for the moment when men in
plain clothes would show up and ask, “Where
is the war criminal Miller hiding?” Although he
had a passport in the name of a Swiss citizen,
Ricardo Blum, and despite Trostheimer’s assur-
ances that there was no danger for him, and
that Peron was quite friendly — even though
Roosevelt’s Jews had forced his country to de-
clare war on the Reich in March 1945 — Miiller
couldn’t find any peace; when he went to bed,
he would hide a Parabellum and a grenade un-
der his pillow, but he still couldn’t fall asleep,
listening to the sound of cars passing in the
distance.
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“Enrique,” he finally said, “it takes you too
long to arrange my transfer deeper into the
territory. | understand that people are prepar-
ing the operation with the utmost care, but I'm
afraid you’ll end up taking me to a place where
cars do not go, and I'll be a total nut, incapable
of anything.”

“Ah, Ricardo,” Trostheimer smiled, “rest
easy.” (Not once did Trostheimer call Miller by
his former name or surname, let alone the rank
to which he had become accustomed over the
past few years; the address Gruppenfuhrer was
missing; at times it even seemed as though
some piece of clothing were absent — as if he
weren’t wearing a tie, or had forgotten to put
on his socks.)

“We value you too highly,” Trostheimer con-
tinued, “to take reckless risks. We are currently
conducting the reconnaissance necessary in
this situation; we are deploying the most im-
portant guests across the regions in such a
way as to strictly maintain the proper propor-
tion of senior managers, mid level managers,
and ordinary employees...

“And besides we considered it necessary to
give you time for quarantine: the place you'll
be going to doesn’t have good medicine yet;
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what if you need an X-ray, serious tests, or a
consultation of the best doctors? The strain of
the last few months doesn’t show itself imme-
diately — you might have a cardiac crisis, and |
wouldn’t rule out your blood pressure starting
to fluctuate. It’s better to deal with all this here,
close to medical facilities.

“Get used to your new name, learn Spanish.
It's not for nothing that | introduced you to my
two young friends; they’re entirely at your dis-
posal. Sleep, swim, go for walks... | wouldn’t
dare say so if | weren’t absolutely convinced of
your complete safety...”

Accustomed over the past few years to hav-
ing all his orders scrupulously carried out, hav-
ing learned to see in the eyes of those around
him a greedy desire to fulfill his every whim,
and strongly convinced that only he knew how
to act in any given situation, Miller painfully
experienced his new position. Now he had to
wait for instructions from someone unknown,
appear for breakfast, lunch, and dinner strict-
ly at the appointed time, whenever a copper
gong, fixed under a palm tree in the small in-
ner patio, boomed loudly, and make conversa-
tion at the table with the host and two “tutors”
who also served as his guards. They were pre-
cise, attentive, and silent, but they lacked ser-
vility, so dear to Miiller’s heart (one gets used
to it quickly, but it takes a long time to unlearn),
which distinguished those who ensured his
safety in the Reich, cooked his meals, cleaned
his mansion and drove him around.

“That's what another continent about!”
Miller thought heavily, looking closely at these
two silent, sturdy fellows, “That’s what it means
to be disconnected from the soil! Yes, Germans
are Germans, of course, but they are Argentine
Germans! The local environment has already
left its mark on them; they allow themselves
to start a conversation without listening to me
to the end, they come out to dinner in short-
sleeved shirts, in those disgusting American
jeans, as if they were some sort of swineherds;
they guffaw while racing in the pool, not re-
alizing that all this could distract me from my
thoughts, or even simply irritate me. No, such
things would be impossible at home; indeed,
native soil disciplines, while foreign soil makes
people lax; children raised in the homes of
wealthy relatives, especially abroad, lose
their unconditional adherence to tradition. It's
regrettable.”

However, he once thought, such an opinion
contradicts our racial theory. According to the
Flhrer, every German remains German, no mat-
ter where he lives, or in what environment he
was raised; his blood does not allow him to lose
himself. The soil, Miiller repeated, is different
here, even though the blood is German. And
what is soil? Mysticism, nonsense. Sandstone
or clay. The radio broadcasts are different here;
it's all dance music; even | feel like moving to
its rhythm. The food is different here; I've never
eaten such meat in the Reich; they put sever-
al bottles of wine on the table and drink it like
water — a constant feeling of artificial affecta-
tion impacts people’s relationships; this is not
like beer with its five percent alcohol, it's some-
thing different. They read American, French,
and Mexican newspapers; they live alongside
Englishmen, Slavs, and Jews, greet them, buy
goods in their stores, exchange news. There is
a constant diffusion. It is imperceptible at first
glance, but the corrupting influence of such
contacts is obvious.

He only calmed down when a small Dornier
landed on the green field next to the mansion.
The silent pilot greeted him with a sharp nod —
his neck seemed to lose its firm muscularity for
a moment, as if it could no longer hold his head
upright. Muller liked that — apparently, the pilot
had recently left the Reich. Trostheimer helped
him get into the small cockpit, to the right of
the pilot.

“Have a safe flight, Ricardo! I'm sure you’ll
truly enjoy the place you are heading to.”

When the plane, having run a hundred me-
ters or so across the field, lifted off easily and
began to climb sharply, Miller asked:

“Where are we going?”

“To the mountains. Beyond Cordoba. To
Villa General Belgrano. It's our settlement,
mostly Germans live there. There is an excel-
lent airfield, but there’s no road, we have to
travel by horse. Every truck there is an event,
so the situation is absolutely under control.”
<..>

Yalta, Crimea. 1984 %
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There's no better profession!

On the occasion of the 80th birthday of Mikhail Vitalyevich Pogudin, Chairman of the
Council of Veterans of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Russia and Editor-in-Chief of
the magazine, "Razvedchik" has decided to introduce readers to another side of this
multifaceted personality and is publishing his poems — about his service in intelligence,

mentors on invisible fronts, and the honor and dignity of a Russian officer.

What is intelligence?

What is intelligence?

It is those frontiers of fate,
Where life tests us

Along the highest lines.

Here intellect and will are needed,
Here courage is honored,

To navigate the minefield

Of the land overseas.

This field, guys,

Isn't easy to plow.

Here, you can easily become
Persona non grata.

Here, a mistake will turn into failure
In an instant.

And the whiff of a political scandal
Will easily arise.

Here, the eyes of counterintelligence
Catch your every step,

You fight it

With every your nerve cell.

An unequal battle, but a just one,
Not for your own glory,

But for our country,

For my Russia.

What is intelligence?
It's nerves in a fist.
Atablet of nervine
Will not help at all.

Heart attacks are common here.
Friends are lost here.

What have you become, intelligence,
In my sinful life?

You're my way of thinking,
On which | stand,

The true meaning of my life,
Both in work and in battle.

In the non-stop routine

Of endless milestones

There is no better profession,
And | am faithful to you.
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| have the honor

| have the honor... What words!

They hold dignity, pride, and faith,

They hold the soul and destiny of an officer,
With them, military glory lives on...

Honor in the enigmatic Russian soul,
The one that has not been deciphered, -
A manifestation of high morality

At that most important point of fate.

The honor of family and the beloved one

Was defended so fiercely that sabers clanged.

So many duels there was in Russia!
Honestly, believe me, countless!

"Life for the Fatherland, honor for no one!" -
Our ancestors once bequeathed to us.
Their covenant was with us in '45,

It is remembered today in Crimea...

With that covenant we’ll march to victory,
What are sanctions or threats to us!

The armored train still menacingly

Waits on the siding!

And there is a worthy new generation:
Operatives of the twenty-first century.

Let's wish the boys success,

They will defend the honor of the Motherland!

In the Museum of Intelligence Service

| enter here as one enters a temple.

A holy place! | know that for sure.

| walk through the halls... No, through the time,
As if retracing the path of intelligence.

It is represented in military awards,

In yellowed archival documents,

And in the faces of my mentors

Staring from photographs on museum stands.

Their faces are bright—like icons,
Holy heroes of the great country.
And their eyes... those young eyes...
Are looking at us!

| thought: if only we could bring them back again
To our land from the heavenly blue.

This army would be invincible, steadfast...

And with it, of course, Russia!

But, alas, the Earth does not turn backwards,
And having completed the museum program,
| will say: "Thank you, teachers!"

And | will bow, as one bows in a temple.
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intelligence officers smile

A new tamer appeared in the International Circus,

Drawing by
Vladimir Mochalov

but the old experienced animals quickly got the hang of him.

Selected moments from
operative correspondence

“S” looks young, but when it comes to his health, he is
surprisingly full of rot.

The members of the terrorist organization went under-
ground, and no one ever heard from them again.

The terrorists in the vehicle opened fire. During the skir-
mish three of them got arrested.

The foreigner holds progressive views and is sympathetic
toward our country. In the course of his professional activi-
ties, he takes a keen interest in the history of the Second
World War and maintains friendly relations with veterans of
the French SS Volunteer Division “Charlemagne.”

When “X” was asked, if he wouldn’t let us down, the for-

eigner said: “In the East, it is customary: if you give a man
your word, he is bound to keep it.”
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Identification signal: the subject must be holding
a 300-page hardcover book in his left hand; the cover
is green with alternating red and purple stripes, and there
is a yellow inscription inside a black circle on the spine.

The improvised rocket launchers were disguised as carts
for transporting petroleum products and vegetables,
which were harnessed by donkeys, as well as hand gre-
nade launchers.

The rebel vanguard troop managed to infiltrate the city
under the cover of a flock of sheep.

NO3 (16) September 2026

In the next issue:

President of the Kurchatov Institute
Mikhail Kovalchuk:

“Today the demand for innate, natural
intelligence is high as never before”

An illegal with French charm
On the 90th anniversary

of the intelligence officer
Lyudmila Nuikina

Chrysanthemums at a prison wall
The history of one escape

War in the Pacific
Declassified reports of the
Soviet intelligence
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