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WE ARE ALL INDEBTED TO OUR 
MOTHERLAND.

WE ARE ALL NOBODY WITHOUT IT.
YOU HAVE TO STAY FAR AWAY

FROM YOUR MOTHERLAND
TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IT  

MEANS FOR YOU.
GOAR LEVONOVNA VARTANYAN,

DEEP-COVER INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
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Denis Valentinovich, given your vast experi-
ence — before assuming the position of Dep-
uty Prime Minister in July 2022, you headed 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Rus-
sian Federation for over ten years, you worked 
in the real sector and you have deep under-
standing of the situation in key industries — 
what was the most challenging aspect of 
the initial phase of the SVO? Was it expected 
that our companies would be able to adapt so 
quickly to external conditions?

Our flexibility and adaptability were rather a 
surprise to the collective West. Do you remem-
ber all the failed predictions of their politicians 
about the "Russian economy gone to pieces"? 
For us, its resilience is largely the result of reg-
ular "training": the 2008 crises, the 2014 sanc-
tions, and COVID. The core principles of crisis 
management in industries, systemic mecha-
nisms for supporting businesses, and channels 

of interaction between government and busi-
ness were already established — we didn't have 
to work on it from scratch or reinvent the wheel.

Russian companies have demonstrated a 
unique ability to adapt to rapidly changing busi-
ness conditions, disruptions in cooperation with 
foreign suppliers, difficulties with international 
payments, and the closure of export markets. 
This is also evidenced by industrial production 
growth in the manufacturing sector: after a mini-
mum growth rate of 0.3 % in 2022, growth rates 
remained consistently positive over the follow-
ing three years. As a result, over the past five 
years, production in the manufacturing sector 
has increased by 23 %.

Throughout the four years of the SVO, we have 
been steadily increasing military-industrial 
production; in 2025, we even set a historic re-
cord for combat aircraft. Do you think we have 

For the past four years, Russia has been developing under conditions of un-
precedented pressure from the West, which has unleashed hybrid warfare 
against our country. Meanwhile, domestic industry, having quickly adapted 
to the needs of the Special Military Operation (SVO), is not only far from stall-
ing but is actually accelerating processes related to ensuring technological 
sovereignty and developing its own competencies. "Razvedchik" has spoken 
with First Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation and Hero of Russia 
Denis Manturov about the challenges being addressed today.

Denis Valentinovich Manturov 
Was born on February 23, 1969, in Murmansk to a diplomat's family. He graduated from Lomonosov Moscow 
State University, completed his doctoral studies at the Moscow Aviation Institute, and the Russian Presidential 
Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA). He also holds a Doctor of Economics de-
gree. He began his career in business, becoming Deputy General Director of JOSC "Ulan-Ude Aviation Plant" in 
1998 and Deputy Cairman of the "State Investment Corporation" in 2001. From 2003 to 2007, he headed the 
"United Industrial Corporation "Oboronprom"" and served on the boards of directors of "Sukhoi" Experimental 
Design Bureau, Kurganmashzavod, and the Mil Moscow Helicopter Plant. In 2007, he became Deputy Head of 
the Ministry of Industry and Energy of the Russian Federation, and from 2012 to 2022, he served as Minister of 
Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation. In July 2022, he assumed the post of Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Russian Federation, while continuing to lead the Ministry of Industry and Trade of Russia. Since May 14, 2024, 
he has been First Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation. He has been awarded the Order of Merit for 
the Fatherland, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Classes, the Order of Alexander Nevsky, the Order of Honor, and the Order of 
Friendship. In February 2026, he was awarded the title of Hero of Russia.

First Deputy Prime Minister  
of the Russian Federation,  
Hero of Russia  
Denis Manturov:  

“We will definitely 
complete everything 
we started”
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reached the limit of our capabilities, or can we 
still grow? After all, judging by the statements 
of Western politicians, they are seriously pre-
paring for a major war with Russia.

We are guided by the state armament program, 
and in particular its new version for 2027‑2036, 
which is currently being drafted. And, of course, 
we take into account future challenges and the 
corresponding needs of our armed forces. As 
for the limits of our capabilities, they certainly 
haven't been reached yet. At the same time, the 
cornerstone of increasing defense industry pro-
duction and improving its products, as in other 
industries, is labor productivity increase, pro-
cess automation, and digital maturity increase.

At the same time, despite the exponential 
growth in the production of military equip-
ment and weapons, the share of civilian prod-
ucts manufactured by the defense industry 

continues to grow as well. With the advent of 
the SVO, the President's goal of diversifying the 
industry remained unchanged. Last year, civilian 
products accounted for over 30 % of the total 
output of defense enterprises. All the necessary 
preconditions were in place: domestic compa-
nies received over a thousand new orders, ap-
proximately 70 % of which have entered serial 
production.

Russia is currently implementing large-scale 
national technological leadership projects, 
designed to run through 2030. Could you tell 
us how this work is progressing?

As you know, we launched seven national tech-
nological leadership projects last year, and two 
more — on the bioeconomy and space — were 
launched early this year. These projects include 
cross-cutting areas of strategic importance for a 
number of industries. Overall, the implementation 
of these national projects is working to unlock 
the innovative potential of 15 industrial sectors.

The significant growth in investment in manu-
facturing last year (over 20 % over three quar-
ters; data for the full year 2025 will be available 
in April) is largely due to the concentration of 
resources and efforts by the government and 

businesses on addressing national project ob-
jectives. The ecosystem of all key government 
support instruments is currently geared toward 
this goal. Work is underway in machine tool 
manufacturing, chemicals, unmanned systems, 
transport engineering, energy, food security, 
and the space industry. At least fifteen indus-
tries (including pharmaceuticals) are interested 
in medium- and small-tonnage chemical prod-
ucts, for which production is currently underway.

I'd like to make a special mention of railway en-
gineering, where work is currently in full swing 
to develop high-speed train production. We 
provided support to the contractor, "Ural Loco-
motives", through the cluster investment plat-
form, and just in February, I had the opportu-
nity to personally verify that the construction of 
the necessary facilities and the creation of the 
main units of the new train are proceeding at a 
good pace.

What can you say about the domestic aircraft 
industry? How is import substitution pro-
gressing in this sector?

Our country is implementing a large-scale proj-
ect to create a line of civilian aircraft with en-
tirely domestically produced components. As 
has been repeatedly stated, a task of such com-
plexity and scope has never been undertaken 

Our flexibility and adaptability rather 
came as a surprise to the collective West.“

A task of this complexity and scope has 
never been undertaken or solved in any 
country in the world, and today we can 
confidently say that we will definitely 
complete this project.

“

Assembling the  
MS-21-310 aircraft  
on Irkutsk aircraft plant. 
October 18, 2024

Working trip to the 
Omsk transport 
engineering plant.  
June 29, 2023
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or solved in any country in the world, and today 
we can confidently say that we will definitely 
complete this project.

Tu-214 has already been fully import-substituted. 
Work on the updated Superjet, Il-114–300, and 
MS-21‑310 is in the final stages, with factories lay-
ing the groundwork for ramping up production 
of these aircraft after certification is completed. 
Development of the Baikal light multipurpose air-
craft continues. In February of this year, its third 
flight prototype, powered by a VK800 engine, 
successfully completed its maiden flight.

Of course, we still have a number of challenges 
to overcome — from accelerating certification 
and improving the cost-effectiveness of new 
models to modernizing airfield and service infra-
structure. Successful implementation of these 
measures will not only meet domestic demand 
for modern aircraft but also strengthen Russia's 
position in the international civil aviation market.

You mentioned the national project "Techno-
logical Support for the Bioeconomy." What 
practical results does it aim to achieve?

The bioeconomy is applicable to a very wide 
range of industries: from pharmaceuticals and 
agriculture to metallurgy, microelectronics, and 
optoelectronics. The list is endless. The main 
goal of the national project is to ensure sover-
eignty in critical areas of this field, and in areas 
where we have the greatest potential and re-
serve, to achieve global leadership.

As for the specific solutions, these range from 
familiar and generally understood enzymes or 
vaccines to more specific examples. For ex-
ample, bioreactive waste disposal systems, ad-
ditive biotechnology, solutions for accelerated 
breeding in agriculture, or biotechnological ad-
ditives. Such as gaprin — a protein synthesized 
using methane-fueled bacteria which is used as 
a low-cost animal feed additive. The technology 
for its production was developed back in the So-
viet Union, which ranked second in the world in 
terms of supply of such biotechnological prod-
ucts. Today, we must restore lost competencies, 
develop new ones, protect the domestic mar-
ket, and expand into foreign markets.

As part of the national project, we will establish 
close cooperation between private businesses, 

development institutions, research institutes, 
and applied sciences, create conditions for sci-
entific breakthroughs, and stimulate innovation. 
As a result, by 2030, bioeconomy production in 
our country should almost double.

Work is currently being completed on a national 
strategy for developing bioeconomy through 
2050. Its provisions will be aligned with the ob-
jectives of the national project and will be re-
flected in policy documents on food and bios-
ecurity, systemic development of healthcare, 
energy, agriculture, industry, and other sectors.

Last year, you chaired the board of trustees 
of the rare metals (RM) and rare earth metals 
(REM) processing cluster in Siberia. What are 
the plans for developing this industry?

We are taking a system approach to this is-
sue. The government's recently approved 

development plan for the rare and rare earth 
metals industry is aligned with the correspond-
ing federal project and includes three key stag-
es: mining, metallurgy, and high-tech. Each 
stage has a defined list of investment projects, 
along with regulatory measures, financial sup-
port, domestic market protection, and expanded 
international cooperation. The result is a long-
term, sustainable development model focused 
on creating a complete added value chain in 

Today, we must restore lost competencies, 
develop new ones, protect the domestic 
market, and expand into foreign markets.“

The result is a long-term, sustainable 
development model focused on creating 
a complete added value chain in Russia 
and strengthening international ties, 
first of all with friendly countries.

“

At the opening  
of the Moscow 
shipbuilding yard.  
November 26, 2025

During a working  
trip to Tomsk.  
March 22, 2024
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Russia and strengthening international ties, first 
of all with friendly countries, where interest in 
joint projects in this area is currently very high.

The Angara-Yenisei cluster for RM and REM pro-
cessing is a key element of the state program 
for creating innovative scientific and technologi-
cal centers in Siberia. The technological focus 
encompasses not only the REM separation and 
the production of permanent magnets, but also 
related areas: additive technologies, including 
3D printing of magnetic materials, energy stor-
age, and artificial intelligence. We are also work-
ing to attract partners and investors from friend-
ly countries, and we have already achieved 
certain results.

The automotive industry has changed dra-
matically in recent years, with the presence 
of Chinese brands growing significantly. What 

measures are being taken to encourage local-
ization of production and the development of 
domestic capacity?

Following the sudden departure in 2022 of 
Western automakers that had been develop-
ing production in Russia for decades, our Chi-
nese partners temporarily assumed the role of 
primary foreign suppliers. Their support helped 
prevent a market shortage and ensure consum-
er choice in all key segments. However, in the 
long term, the state's industrial policy remains 
focused on stimulating local production. By the 
end of 2025, we have already seen a reversal of 
this trend: 56 % of the market was now captured 
by domestically produced cars.

It's important to understand that all manufactur-
ers — both Chinese and Russian — are obligat-
ed to gradually increase localization. Fulfilling 

these obligations is the key to receiving govern-
ment support and preferential treatment in the 
Russian market. A clear system of points has 
been introduced for the use of domestic com-
ponents and the performance of manufacturing 
operations within the country. Companies that 
fail to demonstrate annual growth in this area 
are deprived of access to effective and in-de-
mand tools and lose their competitive edge.

On the contrary, those investing in production 
localization have access to a whole range of 
measures: subsidies for research and develop-
ment, reengineering grants, and preferential 
loans from the Industrial Development Fund, as 
well as special demand support programs. As a 
result, we are solving a complex problem: not 
only replacing departing manufacturers but also 
creating a competitive industry with a high level 
of technological independence.

In conclusion, if you don't mind, a question on 
the topic of space — this year marks an anni-
versary, the world will be celebrating the 65th 
anniversary of Yuri Gagarin's space flight. Tell 
us how the joint project to create the Interna-
tional Scientific Lunar Station is progressing, 
and what are your thoughts on deep space 
exploration?

It's impossible to talk about deep space without 
exploring near space, which includes the Moon. 
All technologies must first be proven there, and 
only then we can move forward.

Regarding the construction of the lunar station, 
we are currently working with our partners to 
address issues related to its power supply. This 
involves delivering our low-power nuclear pow-
er plant to the lunar surface, which will become 
the station's primary source of electricity. These 
technologies, as I've already mentioned, could 
later be used for deep space exploration.

Is deep space primarily about Venus? Or is 
Mars of interest to us too?

Research missions to the Moon and Venus cur-
rently occupy a central place in the plans of 
Roscosmos and the Russian Academy of Sci-
ences for studying other celestial bodies. Let 
me remind you that back in 1970, our country 
succeeded in landing a spacecraft on another 

planet in the Solar System. And that planet was 
Venus. Therefore, we will probably move in this 
direction first. Then we'll see how successfully 
we accomplish our assigned tasks.

The implementation of such ambitious projects 
will require from our country not only significant 
resources but also the search for innovative en-
gineering solutions. And this requires talented 
and daring (in the best sense of the word) young 
people who can take a fresh look at problems 
and offer fresh ideas. Perhaps such young peo-
ple — future Korolevs, Chelomeys, and Keldysh-
es — can be found among the readers of your 
magazine. 

Those investing in production localization 
have access to a whole range of measures: 
subsidies for research and development, 
reengineering grants, and preferential 
loans from the Industrial Development 
Fund, as well as special demand support 
programs. 

“

Interviewed  
by Vladislav Ilyin

Photos by  
Alexander Maximenkov

During a working trip 
to Omsk. June 2023

In the assembly 
plant of the 
“AvtoVAZ” automobile 
manufacturing 
company. Tolyatti. 
March 3, 2023
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Hero of the Soviet Union, Hero of Russia
pilot-cosmonaut Sergey Krikalev

Sixty-five years ago, Yuri Gagarin, with his leg-
endary «Let's go!», opened to the humanity the 
path to the stars. Since then, April 12th is not 
just a date on the calendar, but the day when 
an event occurred that changed our world for 
ever, proving that for those bold and coura-
geous, driven by the pioneer spirit, nothing is 
impossible.

It is a great honor for me to address you — peo-
ple whose work often remains invisible, but is 
very important to the security and well-being 
of our state. There is much in common be-
tween our space service and your intelligence 
service. Both are associated with romance, a 
thirst for adventure, and a desire to show one’s 
worth in a real cause. And both are connected 
with risk, real danger, long business trips, and 
the need to make quick but thought-out deci-
sions in extreme conditions.

Dear friends!
Both astronauts and intelligence officers must 
possess such qualities as the highest level of 
professionalism and responsibility, dedication 
to the cause, and the ability to anticipate the 
course of events. Both undergo rigorous selec-
tion and lengthy special training. In space, as in 
your work, there is no place for error, so disci-
pline and accuracy, mutual trust, and the ability 
to remain calm in any situation come to the fore 
in order to succeed.

In 1991, when I went on my second flight from 
the USSR, I returned to Earth as a citizen of 
Russia. Like many of your colleagues who were 
then «in the field», I found myself far from my 
homeland in times of great change, and this 
added to my keen awareness: you clearly real-
ize that you must fulfill all the tasks assigned to 
you, regardless of external circumstances.

Like intelligence, space unites people of differ-
ent professions — from builders and engineers 
to pilots and scientists. All of them are integral 
and important components of a single mecha-
nism. In this regard, I would like to emphasize 
the importance of teamwork. When you feel 
the reliable shoulder of a comrade, even the 
most difficult mission becomes feasible, and 
you overcome the most difficult times much 
more easily. In the crew, we learn to make deci-
sions together and bear joint responsibility for 
them. Our lives literally depend on our ability to 
work together.

In 2000, during our expedition to the ISS, Yuri 
Gidzenko, our American colleague Bill Shep-
herd, and I clearly realized: one person's mis-
take means the death of everyone. Before the 
docking of the Soyuz with the station, which 
we were conducting manually, Bill held up the 
communication, Yuri controlled the systems, 
and I controlled the trajectory. Not a single ex-
tra word — only extreme focus, clarity, mutu-
al trust. A team is not just working together, it 

is the ability to listen to and hear each other, 
to understand and anticipate the actions of a 
comrade. In space, there is no «I» — only «we». 
And this attitude helps not only in orbit.

Returning to the anniversary of the first human 
flight into space, I want to say that, in fact, Yuri 
Gagarin was also a scout. In fact, a scout is the 
one who first goes into the unknown, risking 
himself, paving the way for others. It is no co-
incidence that Vyacheslav Ivanovich Trubnikov, 

who served as Director of the Foreign Intelli-
gence Service of Russia in 1996‑2000, said that 
a cosmonaut is a scout, an explorer of space.

May the commemoration of the 65th anniversa-
ry of Gagarin's flight guide the younger genera-
tion of our compatriots towards groundbreak-
ing discoveries and significant achievements. 
Friends! Don't be afraid to think and dream big, 
to strive for the stars, for new heights. Congrat-
ulations on the Cosmonautics Day! 

greeting greeting 
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Mikhail Vladimirovich Fedorov, a Soviet deep-cover intelligence officer, was born in Kolpi-
no near Petrograd into a working-class family. In 1939, after graduating from the Lesgaft 
Leningrad Institute of Physical Education, he was accepted into military intelligence ser-
vice. During the Great Patriotic War, he spent over two years behind enemy lines as part 
of special-purpose reconnaissance and sabotage units. In 1947, he and his wife, Galina 
Ivanovna Fedorova (Markina), went abroad. He spent 15 years operating undercover, 
gathering valuable information from NATO leadership structures. He was awarded the 
Order of the Red Banner, the Orders of the Patriotic War I and II degrees, the Order of 
Friendship of Peoples, two Orders of the Red Star, and many medals.

Artur Khristianovich Artuzov (Fraucci), a future head of foreign intelligence, was born 
in the village of Ustinovo, Kashin Uyezd, Tver Governorate, into the family of a Russi-
fied Swiss. In 1917, he joined the RSDWP(b), and in May 1919, he was assigned to the 
Cheka. In 1920, he was appointed head of the Special Department, and from August 
1931 to May 1935, he led the INO. He directed and personally participated in opera-
tions "Syndicate-2" and "Trust." He was fluent in four foreign languages. Under his 
leadership, foreign intelligence achieved significant results. He was awarded two Or-
ders of the Red Banner.

Alexander Titovich Golubev, a Lieutenant General of foreign intelligence, was born in the 
village of Pokhomlevichi, Lepel District, Vitebsk Region, Belarus. After graduating from 
school, he was conscripted into the Red Army and served in the Baltic Fleet. After de-
mobilization, he worked as a milling machine operator at a factory. In 1959, he joined the 
security agencies and served in territorial units. In 1969, he was admitted into foreign 
intelligence. He went on long-term foreign assignments, rising from field officer to sta-
tion chief. He participated in combat operations in Afghanistan, including the storming of 
Amin's Palace. He was awarded the Orders "For Military Merit," of the Red Banner, Red Star, 
"Badge of Honor," and other awards, including foreign ones.

On the Moscow-Riga train, within Latvian territory, an armed attack occurred against So-
viet diplomatic couriers Theodor Nette and Johann Makhmastal. They were tasked with 
delivering diplomatic mail, including secret INO correspondence, to Riga, Berlin, and 
Copenhagen. Nette and both bandits were killed in the shootout. A severely wounded 
Makhmastal personally handed over the documents to the USSR Chargé d'Affaires in 
Latvia. The foreign intelligence established with certainty that the attack had been or-
ganized by British intelligence services. In the same year, both couriers were awarded 
Orders of the Red Banner, T. Nette (in the picture) posthumously.

In the village of Nizhnyaya Matrenka, Voronezh Region, Vasily Stepanovich Glotov was born. 
In 1943, he was drafted to the Red Army and sent to signalmen courses. Since 1944 he was 
radio operator in NKVD troops. In 1945 he entered Moscow Border School; as a cadet took 
part in operations against OUN in Ukraine. Since 1948 he served in the Main Directorate of 
Special Service under the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolshe-
vik), later — in the regiment of special communications of the Group of Soviet Forces in 
Germany. In 1958, he was transferred to the 8th Main Directorate of the KGB, in 1962 — to 
the 1st Main Directorate of the KGB. Не was involved in preparations for the storming of 
Amin's palace in Afghanistan. In 1980‑88, he was professor at the courses for advanced 
training of officers at the KGB Higher School. After retirement he continues to take part in 
socially significant work, despite his age speaks regularly at meetings with young people. 
Among his awards are the Order of the Patriotic War, 2nd class, and many medals.

Goar Levonovna Vartanyan (née Pakhlevanyan) was born in the city of Leninakan (Gy-
umri), Armenian SSR. In the early 1930s, she moved with her family to Iran. In 1941, to-
gether with her future husband Gevork Andreevich Vartanyan, she voluntarily began 
assisting Soviet intelligence as part of the youth group "Light Cavalry." In November 
1943, she participated in the operation to ensure the security of the Tehran Confer-
ence. In 1950s, the Vartanyan couple went abroad as deep-cover intelligence officers, 
successfully working in special conditions for over 35 years. Goar Levonovna's merits 
were recognized with the Orders of the Red Banner, Honour, Friendship, the Patriotic 
War 2nd degree, and many medals.

Semyon Markovich Semyonov, a Soviet intelligence officer, was born in Odessa. A 
graduate of the Moscow Textile Institute, he was admitted to the security bodies in 
1937 and sent to work in the USA a year later. In 1940, he completed postgraduate 
studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. During the war, he made a sig-
nificant contribution to the activities of the Scientific and Technical Intelligence, main-
taining contact with about 20 agents. He recruited a group of scientists through whom 
a large amount of material on atomic issues was obtained. Due to increased FBI at-
tention, he left the USA in 1944. From 1946 to 1949, he was on assignment in France, 
where he also achieved outstanding results. He was awarded the Order of the Red 
Banner of Labour and the Order of the Red Star.

The President of Russia signed the Federal Law No. 5‑FZ "On Foreign Intelligence". 
This regulatory legal act defines the status, organizational principles, and functioning of 
foreign intelligence, as well as the procedure for control and oversight of its activities.

Following the division of the USSR People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD) into 
two People's Commissariats — the NKVD and the NKGB — on February 3, 1941, the Soviet 
foreign intelligence, under the leadership of Pavel Mikhailovich Fitin, was transformed 
from the 7th Department of the GUGB of the NKVD into the First (Intelligence) Directorate 
of the NKGB of the USSR. Its tasks and staff numbers were significantly expanded.

3
January   

1901

Dmitry Alexandrovich Bystroletov, an outstanding intelligence officer, was born in 
the village of Ak-Chora, Perekop Uyezd, Taurida Governorate. From 1904 to 1913, 
he was raised in St. Petersburg in an aristocratic family. From 1919, he lived in emi-
gration in Europe. In 1924, he was recruited for covert cooperation by the OGPU 
residency in Prague, and a year later, he began working as a deep-cover intelli-
gence officer, skillfully transforming himself into various personas. Over 12 years, 
he achieved great success, proving himself a talented recruiter. In particular, he 
managed to obtain German and British codes and a large volume of secret docu-
ments from Hitler's Germany. A number of episodes from the intelligence officer's 
biography formed the basis of the 1973 feature film "The Man in Civilian Clothes," for 
which he wrote the screenplay.

calendar calendar
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On January 21, 2026, a solemn ceremony was held at the International Multimedia Press 
Center of MIA “Rossiya Segodnya” to honour the laureates of the SVR of Russia Prize named 
after E. M. Primakov. The awards were presented for the best works in literature and art 
dedicated to Russian foreign intelligence for 2025.

Opening the ceremony, Dmitry Kon-
stantinovich Kiselyov, Director Gen-
eral of MIA “Rossiya Segodnya”, 
emphasized: “Intelligence officers 
are always heroes of our country, 
but their triumphs would remain un-
known if their work was not recount-
ed with dignity.”

Sergey Yevgenyevich Naryshkin, 
Director of the SVR of Russia, in his 
welcoming address drew the atten-
tion of those present to the outstand-
ing merits of Primakov, whose name 
the Prize bears: “Yevgeny Maximov-
ich led the Foreign Intelligence Ser-
vice during the challenging 1990s, 

Order to the 
Army of Art
Awarding the laureates of the SVR  
of Russia Prize for 2025

doing an incredible amount to en-
sure it would not lose the positions 
achieved in previous decades. For 
the current generation of intelligence 
officers, the establishment and exis-
tence of this Prize is a tribute to the 
memory and deep respect to this tru-
ly brilliant statesman.”

S. E.  Naryshkin noted that the past 
year presented a large number of 
works about Russian foreign intelli-
gence, showcased in a wide variety 
of genres: feature films and documen-
taries, literature, and monumental art. 
The jury highly appreciated their artis-
tic value and professional level.

The SVR of Russia 
Prize in literature 
and art
Was instituted on 
January 6, 2000. It is 
awarded to authors 
and creative teams 
for their works dedi-
cated to the Russian 
foreign intelligence. 
Since 2019 it bears 
the name of the 
first Director of SVR, 
academician E.M.Primakov.

report report
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the Foreign Intelligence Service, par-
ticularly for its young officers, whom 
your achievements inspire to reach 
their own successes. And, naturally, for 
our entire nation. Because the people 
you write about, report on, and portray 
in films truly merit public recognition.”

He concluded his speech with lines 
from Vladimir Vladimirovich Maya-
kovsky’s poem "Order to the Army of 
Art":
"It's not enough to build in pairs,
To fluff up stripes on trousers,
All the Soviets won't move armies,
If musicians don't give the march!" 

The laureates of the SVR of 
Russia Prize for 2025 are:

For the creation of the documenta-
ry films "Secret Tango on a Knife's 
Edge" and "Illegal Intelligence Of-
ficers. Time to Declassify": Yuri Ro-
manovich Novikov, Project Manager 
and Advisor to the Director General of 
NTV Television Company; Taras Vladi-
mirovich Ostrovsky, Chief Editor of the 
"New Russian Sensations" program; 
Mikhail Viktorovich Popov, Art Editor 
and Scriptwriter; Dmitry Konstantinov-
ich Titorenko, Artistic Director; Andrey 
Vladimirovich Smirnov, Producer.
The two films featured exclusive in-
terviews with Russian deep-cover 

intelligence officers Anna Valeryevna 
and Artyom Viktorovich Dultsev, in-
cluding the first one filmed immediate-
ly after their return to their homeland, 
as well as Sergey Yuryevich Cherepa-
nov, whose identity was set to be re-
vealed in the summer of 2025.

For the creation of the book "The 
Youth of Intelligence Officer Fitin. 
Identification of 'Alex'": Alexander 
Leonidovich Vychugzhanin, writer, 
historian, and local historian, Doctor 
of Historical Sciences.
The study delves into the youth of 
the head of foreign intelligence, 
Pavel Mikhailovich Fitin, uncovering 
many previously unknown aspects 

Alexandrovich Bystrolyotov, Leonid 
Leonidovich Linitsky, Fyodor Karpov-
ich Parparov, and Konon Trofimovich 
Molody, with a particular focus on re-
cently declassified documents.

For the creation of the fictional 
series "Berlin Heat": Dmitry Vladi-
mirovich Pristanskov, general pro-
ducer; Pavel Sergeevich Kosov, 
screenwriter; Elena Vladimirovna Iva-
nova, director of photography; lead 
actors Gela Raulevich Meskhi, Anna 
Vladislavovna Peskova, and Daniil 
Alexandrovich Strakhov.
Timed to coincide with the 100th an-
niversary of Russian domestic scien-
tific and technical intelligence, the 

of his biography. Based on newly 
discovered archival documents, it 
chronicles formative stages of his 
personality and the tempering of his 
character.

For the creation of the documenta-
ry series "Beyond the Possible. An 
Anthology of Soviet Intelligence": 
producers Elmira Rafekovna Ainulo-
va, Olga Vitalyevna Golubeva, Maria 
Vsevolodovna Zhuromskaya, direc-
tor Roman Vyacheslavovich Velich-
kin, and chief editor of the program 
Evgenia Vladimirovna Nikonorova.
The four-part film highlights a remark-
able group of brilliant Soviet deep-
cover intelligence officers: Dmitry 

80th anniversary of Victory, and the 
80th anniversary of the nuclear in-
dustry, the series recounts how So-
viet intelligence officers and scien-
tists collaborated, risking their lives, 
to forge the country's nuclear shield.

For the creation of the monument 
to Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov, 
unveiled on the territory of the For-
eign Intelligence Academy: monu-
mental sculptor Denis Anatolyevich 
Stritovich.

Concluding the ceremony, S. E. Narysh-
kin addressed the laureates: “Your cre-
ative pursuit and your work are pro-
foundly needed. They are essential for 

"It is crucial to resonate with 
the audience’s emotions, 
enabling them to grasp the 
profound sacrifice of those 
who spent years away from 
their homeland, not by choice, 
but by the call of duty."

Daniil Alexandrovich 
Strakhov,  
actor

"This project held immense significance 
for me, as its inception was fraught 

with challenges. The Press Bureau of 
the SVR provided great assistance. It 

was a true milestone to finally produce 
a document that Sergey Evgenievich 

would unequivocally endorse with his 
sacramental 'agreed'."

Yuri Romanovich Novikov, 
Advisor to the General Director  

of NTV Television Company

report report
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On December 18, 2025, a sculptural composition dedicated to 
the creators of the iconic film “Seventeen Moments of Spring” 
was unveiled in Moscow, in the square near the entrance to 
Gorky Film Studio. The event, timed to coincide with the 110th 
anniversary of the film studio and the 105th anniversary of 
Russian foreign intelligence, was attended by the Director of the 
Russian Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR), Sergey Evgenyevich 
Naryshkin, Minister of Culture of the Russian Federation Olga 
Borisovna Lyubimova, and other distinguished guests.

Unveiling of the monument 
to the creators of the 
TV series "Seventeen 
Moments of Spring"

According to the concept of the proj-
ect's author, People's Artist of Rus-
sia Andrey Nikolaevich Kovalchuk, 
the artwork captures the essence of 
the filmmaking process: the film's di-
rector Tatyana Mikhailovna Lioznova 
in conversation with the lead actor 

Vyacheslav Vasilyevich Tikhonov dur-
ing the rehearsal, with screenwriter 
Yulian Semyonovich Semyonov ob-
serving them from the director's chair. 
The concept was inspired by archival 
photographs from the film set.

Addressing the film studio on its an-
niversary, the Director of the SVR of 
Russia noted: "The legendary series 
about the Soviet intelligence officer, 
Colonel Maxim Maximovich Isaev, 
has not only become part of the gold-
en fund of Russian cinematography, 
but has also been deeply ingrained 
in our consciousness. Imagery, 
quotes, and melodies from 'Seven-
teen Moments...' are firmly embed-
ded in our cultural code. Millions of 
grateful viewers, including veterans 
and employees of the Foreign Intelli-
gence Service, share the unanimous 
opinion that the film, created by the 
outstanding film director Tatyana 
Mikhailovna Lioznova, and the entire 
creative team, is a truly unique and 
unsurpassed cinematic masterpiece. 
We extend our deepest respect and 
immense gratitude to them for the 
miracle they created."
"The literary image of Colonel Isaev, 
who infiltrated the leadership of the 
Nazi Germany’s special services un-
der the alias Max Otto von Stierlitz, 
has become for many genera-
tions of our compatriots the 
embodiment of a Soviet deep-
cover intelligence agent. 

№ 1 (14) март 2026
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"Seventeen Moments of Spring"
A 12‑episode black-and-white feature film, based on the novel of the same name by Y. S. Semenov. The premiere of the first episode aired on 
August 11, 1973. The plot follows Maxim Isaev, a Soviet deep-cover intelligence officer operating in Nazi Germany as Max Otto von Stierlitz, 
tasked with disrupting Berlin's separate negotiations with the USSR's Western allies. The film is based on real historical events — specifically 
"Sunrise" and "Crossword" operations during which American and British intelligence officials engaged in clandestine talks with the Nazis. 
The character of Isaev-Stierlitz is a composite image, embodying traits of numerous distinguished Soviet intelligence officers.

<...> Vyacheslav Vasilyevich Tikhonov 
portrayed Colonel Isaev-Stierlitz with 
such conviction and authenticity that 
he left no room for doubt about the 
reality of his character and the entire 
narrative," S.E. Naryshkin added.

In turn, Olga Borisovna Lyubimova 
emphasized that "new filmmakers will 
have the opportunity to come to the 
film studio, remember their unique 
predecessors, the creators of the film 
'Seventeen Moments of Spring'."

Greetings to the attendees were also 
delivered by the Head of the Moscow 
City Department of Culture Alexey Ana-
tolyevich Fursin, actress and film pro-
ducer Anna Vyacheslavovna Tikhono-
va, cinematographer, People's Artist of 
Russia Igor Semenovich Klebanov, and 
the head of the Yulian Semyonov Cul-
tural Foundation and the writer's house-
museum, Olga Yulianovna Semyonova.

Yulian Semyonov’s daughter ex-
pressed her beliefs that Russians, 

more than anyone else, know how 
to preserve memory. She concluded: 
"From the bottom of my heart, I wish 
to thank everyone: the creator of this 
magnificent sculptural composition, 
the initiative group of my father's ad-
mirers, the film studio, and, of course, 
all the guests who found the opportu-
nity to come to pay tribute to the three 
great creators who lived and worked 
for us and their Fatherland." 

Western countries, it's 'trendy' to for-
get those who saved Europe. But we 
certainly won't forget!"

"This monument will allow the pres-
ent and future generations to remem-
ber that the country had such a cou-
rageous and brave defender," noted 
retired Major General of the Russian 
Foreign Intelligence Service Sergei 
Sergeyevich Yakovlev, who person-
ally knew A. N. Botyan.

The intelligence officer's daughter, 
Irina Alekseyevna, thanked the cer-
emony participants: "I believe that 
people, including schoolchildren and 
students, will come to the monument 
and maybe will become interested 
in my father's life, rich in events and 
entirely dedicated to the defense of 
our Motherland. Let the young people 
also cherish and defend it. That was 
the instruction Alexei Nikolaevich 
gave them." 

The solemn ceremony, timed to co-
incide with the 109th anniversary 
of A. N. Botyan, was attended by his 
daughter Irina Alekseevna Babosh-
kina, Deputy Head of the Presidential 
Administration of the Russian Federa-
tion for State Policy in the Humanitar-
ian Sphere, Deputy Chairman of the 
Russian Military Historical Society 
Nikolai Pavlovich Ovsiyenko, Member 
of Moscow City Duma, Hero of Russia, 
pilot and cosmonaut Oleg Germanov-
ich Artemyev, representatives of the 
Foreign Intelligence Service of Rus-
sia, public and veteran organizations.

The ceremony participants assem-
bled at the monument, created by a 
team led by sculptor Mikhail Vasilyev-
ich Baskakov, and recalled the glori-
ous military career of Alexei Nikolae-
vich, who was many times deployed 
behind front lines during the Great Pa-
triotic War. In January 1945, he saved 
the Polish city of Krakow from de-
struction by the Nazi invaders, who in-
tended to blow up the city during their 
retreat. After the war, he continued to 
serve in foreign intelligence, includ-
ing as a deep-cover agent, and made 
an invaluable contribution to ensuring 
the security of our country.

"The life he lived would be enough 
for 20 biographies, and each of them 
would be heroic. For saving Krakow, 
the Polish government awarded him 
the Order of Virtuti Military, meaning 
‘For Military Virtue’," noted Nikolai 
Ovsiyenko. "Now in Poland and other 

On February 10, 2026, a monument dedicated to the legendary intelligence officer and Hero 
of Russia Alexei Nikolaevich Botyan, the prototype for the main character in the cult film 
“Major Vikhr” (Major Whirlwind) — was unveiled. The monument stands in Pokrovsky Park 
in southern Moscow, not far from the house where A. Botyan lived.

In Memory of the 
Legendary Major Vikhr

report report
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two totalitarian regimes divided Eu-
rope into zones of influence”. Now, 
all those who equipped their troops 
to aid Germany, supplied the Weh-
rmacht with weapons and equip-
ment, food and raw materials, shift 
the narrative from being accomplices 
to being victims of the aggressor.

On 17 January 2024, the EU Par-
liament adopted Resolution  No. 
2023 / 2112 on European Histori-
cal Consciousness, setting the 

fundamental goal to develop a com-
mon European historical memory 
and a transnational citizenry with a 
common mindset based on it. To this 
end, it proposes to update textbooks 
and teaching methods, shifting the 
emphasis from national to pan-Eu-
ropean history. As if no other history 
exists except the one approved by 
the European Commissioners.

EU bureaucrats speak of hidden com-
petition and partial incompatibility 

between the memories of residents 
of Eastern and Western Europe, of 
Russian “historical revisionism”, and 
the need to protect “democratic 
memory”. And the Ministry of Truth — 
the Center for Countering Disinfor-
mation, initiated by the President of 
the European Commission, which 
will focus on identifying and neutral-
izing information threats from Russia, 

Text: Ivan Viktorovich Smyslov,
Head of the Department of Legal Support of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Russia,
Major General of Justice

signals, military provocations and air-
space violations.

All of this is reminiscent of Hitler's ad-
dress to the people, read by Joseph 
Goebbels on June 22, 1941: “During 
the last two decades, the leaders 
of Moscow have attempted to set 

We are used to being accused of all 
the deadly sins: deliberate acts of 
hybrid warfare, cyberattacks, disin-
formation campaigns and election 
interference, the use of energy as 
a weapon, arson and sabotage of 
critical infrastructure, jamming and 
spoofing global navigation systems' 

not only Germany, but all of Europe 
aflame. It was not we who attempt-
ed to spread our National Socialist 
worldview to Russia, but they who 
relentlessly attempted to subject us 
and the other European peoples to 
their rule. They have attempted this 
not only intellectually, but above all 
through military means”.

Accusations are sown in fertile 
ground. A striking example is the Eu-
ropean Parliament resolution of Sep-
tember 19, 2019, "On the Importance 
of European Remembrance for the 
Future of Europe”. It notes that World 
War II began “as a result of the in-
famous German-Soviet Non-Aggres-
sion Pact (Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact) 
and its secret protocols, in which 

The Ministry of Truth—the Center for Countering 
Disinformation, initiated by the President of 
the European Commission, which will focus on 
identifying and neutralizing information threats 
from Russia, China, and other countries—will deal 
with those who disagree.

In the first days of January 2026, the entire world witnessed a flagrant violation of international 
law, when the head of a sovereign state was kidnapped from his own residence and, like a 
criminal, transported to the United States. Meanwhile, in the West, the accusations that 
Russia has committed aggression against Ukraine continue to be heard from every corner. 
Worst of all, Western politicians claim, that Russians would not stop, and NATO's eastern 
flank is once again under threat.

Reflections in the margins of documents

About aggressors 
and violators of 
sovereignty

The unity of the West in general and its intelligence com-
munity in particular is a chimera. It is based not upon the 
common interests of people of those countries, but upon 
the megalomania and the delusion of self-exclusiveness of 
their elites dreaming of deterring Russia and defeating us 
strategically.

From the interview of the Director of the SVR of Russia S. Y. Naryshkin 
to the TASS news agency. December 19, 2025

“
Full version  

of the interview

A session of the European Parliament.  
Strasbourg. November 2024

in focus in focus
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Assistant Secretary of State for European and 
Eurasian Affairs V.Nuland (right) on Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti. Kiev. Ukraine. December 11, 2013

the meeting between US Assistant 
Secretary of State Victoria Nuland 
and Ukrainian oligarch Renat Akh-
metov in 2013, when the latter, un-
der the threat of sanctions, refused 
to support Yanukovych, and Akhme-
tov-owned media started criticizing 
the country's leadership. Or recall 
Nuland's conversation with US Am-
bassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt, 
when they discussed arranging a 
phone call between Joseph Biden 
and Viktor Yanukovych. And the call 
actually took place: it was demanded 
that the Ukrainian president should 
immediately withdraw special forces 
from the streets of Kyiv and begin 
working with the opposition to re-
solve the crisis.

We can also recall the revelations of 
Senator John McCain, who, during a 
meeting with the Ukrainian president, 
allegedly stated that if Yanukovych at-
tempted to stop the protests by force, 
he would be removed from power. 
Let's also keep in mind the document 
passed by the US Senate in Janu-
ary 2014 (S. Res. 319), with evocative 
name “Resolution expressing sup-
port for the Ukrainian people in light 
of President Yanukovych's decision 
not to sign an Association Agreement 
with the European Union”.

But let's return to historical docu-
ments. In the year marking the 80th 

anniversary of the Nuremberg Tribu-
nal, which had a profound influence 
on the formation of post-war interna-
tional law, it's worth mentioning the 
verdict, which, while not classifying 
Germany's Anschluss (annexation 
under threat  — Ed.) of Austria as a 
military action, did recognize it as an 
act of aggression.

Forty years later, on June 27, 1986, 
in its decision in Nicaragua v. Unit-
ed States, the International Court of 
Justice reached a remarkable con-
clusion, even from today's perspec-
tive, regarding control over armed 
gangs engaged in subversive activi-
ties. Rejecting the American side's 
arguments that its involvement had 
not been proven (the militants were, 
allegedly, acting independently), the 
court pointed out that proving the 
degree of control was unnecessary, 
since “in the context of intervention 
by coercion, the State and Govern-
ment concerned are responsible 
for the actions of their 'agents' as if 
they were their own, in cases of in-
stigation, support, and justification, 
which do not need to be proven be-
cause they are obvious and publicly 
accessible”.

In general, neither the Ameri-
cans' goals nor their methods have 
changed for decades. Only Obama 
and Biden's predecessors had a 

Relations and Cooperation among 
States in accordance with the Char-
ter of the United Nations. It includes 
the following lines: “Every State has 
the duty to refrain from organizing 
or encouraging the organization of 
irregular forces or armed bands in-
cluding mercenaries, for incursion 
into the territory of another State. 
<…> No State may employ or encour-
age the use of economic, political, or 
any other measures to achieve the 
subordination of another State in the 
exercise of its sovereign rights or to 
obtain any advantage from this. No 
State shall organize, assist, foment, 
finance, incite or tolerate subversive, 
terrorist or armed activities directed 
towards the violent overthrow of the 
regime of another State, or interfere 
in civil strife in another State”.

Despite the above-mentioned norms 
and the direct ban on interference 
in Ukraine's internal affairs, as stipu-
lated in the Budapest Memorandum 
of 1994, Westerners, seeking to sign 
an association agreement between 
Kiev and Brussels, launched a brutal 
attack on the Ukrainian political sys-
tem in the fall and winter of 2013.

It wasn't Russian Foreign Ministry 
employees who handed out cook-
ies on the Euromaidan, nor did we 
persuade the Ukrainian authorities 
to sign the above-mentioned agree-
ment, which, among other things, 
provides for full convergence on se-
curity and foreign policy. And certain-
ly not rubles were spent on weapons 
and rewards for the foreign snipers 
who shot at both the Berkut and the 
protesters.

Under the illusion of permissiveness, 
the architects of the coup don't even 
hide their involvement. Let’s recall 

better understanding of history and 
pursued more balanced policies. 
Let's recall another document from 
the distant past. National Security 
Council Directive 20 / 1, “US objec-
tives with respect to Russia”, dated 
August 18, 1948, outlined just two 
strategic objectives: “To reduce the 
power and influence of Moscow to 
limits where they will no longer con-
stitute a threat to the peace; and to 
bring about a basic change in the 
theory and practice of international 
relations of Russia”.

In the chapter “PARTITION VS. NA-
TIONAL UNITY” of the said directive 
mentioned above, Ukraine is listed 
first. Here's another extract from the 
document, which we will quote al-
most verbatim due to its relevance: 
“In the case of the Ukraine, we have 
a different problem. The Ukrainians 
are the most advanced of the peo-
ples who have been under Russian 
rule in modern times. <…> It would 
be easy to jump to the conclusion 
that they should be freed, at last, 
from Russian rule and permitted to 
set themselves up as an indepen-
dent state. We must be very cautious 
with such a conclusion. Its very sim-
plicity condemns it in terms of east-
ern European realities. It is true that 
the Ukrainians have been unhappy 
under Russian rule and that some-
thing should be done to protect their 

During the recent two and a half — three decades, the prin-
ciples of the international law have suffered sensible blows, 
first of all from totalitarian-liberal regimes of the West <…> 
The Western part of the international community have virtu-
ally trampled one of the fundamental principles secured in 
the UN Charter — the right of nations to self-determination, 
the right of people to choose their own way to the future.

From the interview of the Director of the SVR of Russia S. Y. Naryshkin  
to the RIA news agency. January 26, 2026

“
Full version  

of the interview

through deeds,” states: “Any aggres-
sion, whether committed openly, or 
by fomenting civil strife in the inter-
ests of a foreign Power, or otherwise, 
is the gravest of all crimes against 
peace and security throughout the 
world”.

Article 2, Section 4 of the UN Charter 
protects not only the territorial integri-
ty but also the political independence 
of states. This is backed up by UN 
General Assembly Resolution 2625, 
which adopted, on October 24, 1970, 
the Declaration on Principles of In-
ternational Law concerning Friendly 

China, and other countries  — will 
deal with those who disagree.

What should we expect from them 
next? Provocations, outright aggres-
sion? Perhaps that's already happen-
ing? Let's turn to the international 
law. It's common knowledge and es-
tablished that the aggressor is the 
one who first violates fundamental 
norms. Unfortunately, identifying the 
aggressor isn't always easy — they 
can be well masked. But let's try.

UN General Assembly resolution No. 
380 of November 17, 1950, “Peace 

In general, neither the Americans' goals nor 
their methods have changed for decades. Only 
Obama and Biden's predecessors had a better 
understanding of history and pursued more 
balanced policies.
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position in future. But there is a num-
ber of significant details not to be 
overlooked.

When the Ukrainians were an im-
portant and specific element in the 
Russian empire, they showed no 
signs of being a '"nation" capable of 
bearing successfully the responsi-
bilities of independence in the face 
of strong Russian opposition. The 
Ukraine is not a clearly defined eth-
nical or geographic concept. In gen-
eral, the Ukrainian population was 
originally formed to a large extent 
out of refugees from Russian or Pol-
ish despotism and is hardly discern-
ible in the shadow of the Russian or 
Polish nationalities. There is no clear 
dividing line between Russia and the 
Ukraine, and it would be difficult to 
establish one. Cities in the Ukrainian 
territory were predominantly Russian 
and Jewish. The real basis of “Ukrai-
nianism” is the peculiarities of the 
specific peasant dialect and minor 
differences of custom and folklore 
among the country districts…
The economy of the Ukraine is inex-
tricably intertwined with that of Rus-
sia. There has never been any eco-
nomic separation since the territory 
was conquered from the nomadic 
Tatars and developed for purposes 
of a sedentary population. To at-
tempt to carve it out of the Russian 
economy and to set it up as some-
thing separate would be as artificial 
and as destructive as an attempt to 
separate the Corn Belt, including 
the Great Lakes, from the economy 
of the United States. Furthermore, 
the people who speak the Ukraini-
an dialect, like those who speak the 
White Russian dialect, are split by a 
division which in Eastern Europe has 
always been the real mark of nation-
ality: namely, religion. If any real bor-
der can be drawn in the Ukraine, it 
should logically be the border be-
tween the areas which tradition-
ally give religious allegiance to the 
Eastern Church and those which 

give it to the Church of Rome.
Finally, we cannot remain indifferent 
to the feelings of the Great Russians 
themselves. They were the stron-
gest national element in the Rus-
sian Empire, and they remain so in 
the Soviet Union. They will continue 
to be the strongest national element 
in that area, under any status. Long-
term U.  S. policy must be based on 
their recognition and cooperation 
with them. The Ukrainian territory is 
as much part of their national heri-
tage as the Midwest is part of ours, 
and they recognize this fact. A deci-
sion trying to completely separate 
Ukraine from the rest of Russia will be 
met with disapproval and resistance 
on its part and, as analysis shows, 
can only be supported by force”.

And a surprisingly sober conclu-
sion: “There is a reasonable chance 
that the Great Russians could be in-
duced to tolerate the renewed inde-
pendence of the Baltic states. They 
tolerated the freedom of those ter-
ritories from Russian rule for long 
periods in the past; and they recog-
nize, subconsciously if not by rea-
son, that those peoples are capable 
of independence. With respect to 
the Ukrainians, things are differ-
ent. They are too close to the Rus-
sians to be able to set themselves 
up successfully as something 
wholly different. For better or for 
worse, they will have to work out 
their destiny in some sort of special 
relationship to the Great Russian 
people. It seems clear that this re-
lationship can be at best a federal 
one, under which the Ukraine would 
enjoy a considerable measure of 
political and cultural autonomy but 
would not be economically or mili-
tarily independent. Such a relation-
ship would be entirely just to the 
requirements of the Great Russians 
themselves, and it would seem, 
therefore, to be along these lines 
that U. S. objectives with respect to 
the Ukraine should be framed”.

A devil-may-care attitude towards 
international legal obligations has 
been developing among Western-
ers for years, fueled by dreams of 
a world order based on the rule of 
force rather than the force of law, as 
well as by the economic might of the 
“golden billion” in light of difficulties 
faced by other countries. Meanwhile, 
aggressors and violators of sover-
eignty have settled down to a course 
of flagrant violation not only of fun-
damental legal principles but also of 
international humanitarian law and 
human rights.

But how long can continue this re-
painting of white to black, this base-
less accusation of others for one's 
own sins, this hunt for non-existent 
witches? How far is West willing to go 
in its goal to prolong an unjust world 
order and to delay the inevitable col-
lapse of its neocolonialism? Will it 
take the risk of justifying and prepar-
ing another crusade? One Central 
European country has already twice 
sent troops to the East for Leben-
sraum. I think everyone remembers 
how its borders changed after that. 
I wonder how much it could expand 
as a result of this new aggression?

It's clear that the Western countries 
are deliberately and consciously de-
stroying the entire post-war Eurasian 
security architecture based on inter-
national law. This isn't a struggle be-
tween two empires for dominance, 
but an attempt to maintain unipolar-
ity. And they're fighting not against 
Russia, but against the entire world, 

since it's not we who are laying claim 
to hegemony, but the West.

Despite the predictability of unpre-
dictable Western policy, let’s hope 
that red lines still exist for them. It 
depends on many factors: our mea-
sured approach and steadfastness, 
based on adherence to generally ac-
cepted norms and rules; the ability of 
independent states to unite and hold 
violators accountable; and, finally, on 
how quickly the radical elements of 
the Western political elite, apparently 
unaware of the potential of modern 
weapons to destroy the entire world, 
disappear from the scene.

Let us believe that humanity will ulti-
mately end war and other forms of ag-
gression, rather than war would end 
humanity. And we hope that the cur-
rent US administration will recall the 
words of John F. Kennedy's inaugural 
address: “So let us begin anew, with 
both sides remembering that civility is 
not a sign of weakness, and that sin-
cerity is always subject to proof. Let 
us not negotiate out of fear, but let us 
not be afraid to negotiate. Let us ex-
plore what unites us, instead of bela-
boring those problems that divide us. 
<…> Let us seek to invoke the won-
ders of science, instead of its terrors. 
Together, let us explore the stars, con-
quer the deserts, eradicate diseases, 
tap the ocean depths, encourage art 
and commerce. All this will not be fin-
ished in the first hundred days. Nor 
will it be finished in the first thousand 
days, nor even perhaps in our lifetime 
on this planet. But let us begin”. 

This isn't a struggle between two empires for 
dominance, but an attempt to maintain unipolarity. 
And they're fighting not against Russia, but against 
the entire world, since it's not we who are laying 
claim to hegemony, but the West.
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different views. And Washington 
quickly countered this with a “new 
Europe”, focused not on debate but 
on supporting the US.

The split between the “old” and the 
“new” on the eve of the EU's ma-
jor eastward expansion in 2004 ce-
mented the Europeans' place as the 
followers in the transatlantic alliance. 
Washington made it clear to its allies 
that NATO was not an indispensable 
mechanism. When and if obstacles to 
the pro-American consensus arose, 
the White House was quite capable 
of relying on other institutions and 
“coalitions of the willing”. For the US 
political elite, the alliance has never 
been a “sacred cow”; total domi-
nance allows the Americans to use 
it selectively  — to push their posi-
tion through decision-making at their 
Brussels headquarters.

Euro-Atlantic strategies and plans, 
focused primarily on the containment 

of Russia and China (to which the 
fight against international terrorism 
has been added, “as well”), resem-
ble more a cosmetic repairs of the 
“sacred Atlantic temple” than a con-
certed strengthening of its support-
ing structures. The global agenda 
has changed radically, but the West's 
conceptual and doctrinal guide-
lines, updated with the start of the 
special operation, including NATO 
2022 Strategic Concept, the EU Stra-
tegic Compass (2024), and the White 
Paper on the Future of European De-
fense (2025), no longer guarantee 

commitments, as they did in the 
2010s, when the US and Europe 
abruptly changed their approach to 
Moscow and embarked on a course 
of consolidated counteraction to the 
“main” and then “direct” threat.

These documents, so long and ardu-
ously discussed in the corridors of 
Brussels, were approved “ritually” — 
as a kind of “paper product” rather 
than a joint strategic action plan. And 
then immediately it was set aside. It 
was clear that these guidelines would 
not serve as practical guidelines 

the special role of Berlin and, more 
broadly, the Franco-German tandem 
as the center of European integration.

In the post-bipolar period, disrup-
tions in American leadership also oc-
curred, but more often as increased 
tensions with the change of US ad-
ministrations, with their invariable fo-
cus on global dominance. In 2003, 
when Paris and Berlin did not sup-
port the invasion of Iraq, the Secre-
tary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
“reformatted” the White House ap-
proach: the idea was that America 
was not interested in “old Europe”, 
in Germany and France, which held 

The vision of transatlantic relations as a two-
way street during the bipolar era, when Western 
European independence was unthinkable, 
served as an ideological justification for NATO's 
indispensability. 

The North Atlantic Alliance, formed eight decades ago as an unshakable support of the West-
ern world, is now facing growing challenges to its internal unity. Conflicting interests are 
intensifying, even reaching the level of personal conflicts between heads of state. It is becom-
ing increasingly problematic to coordinate positions on many key issues on the international 
agenda, and in some cases, it is impossible. Euro-Atlantic policy can no longer be viewed 
outside the dilemmas of disunity within NATO and the EU and the competing priorities of 
their national elites.

Atlantic Solidarity 
and European 
Independence
Lessons from the Past and 
Perspective of the Future
Text: Dmitry Aleksandrovich Danilov, Head of the European Security Department at the Institute of Europe 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, PhD in Economics, Professor

allowed them to mitigate internal dis-
agreements. Washington didn't need 
to engage in disputes with its allies, 
which essentially meant debating its 
own strategy.

The vision of transatlantic relations as 
a two-way street during the bipolar 
era, when Western European inde-
pendence was unthinkable, served 
as an ideological justification for NA-
TO's indispensability. After Germa-
ny was unified, Washington closely 
monitored projects to integrate Cen-
tral and Eastern European countries 
into a “democratic space of peace, 
freedom, and prosperity”, as well as 

The paradox is that security dilem-
mas have become more acute for 
the West, whose prosperity was en-
sured by the transatlantic bloc. The 
days when America and Europe tried 
to correct imbalances in response to 
new challenges of the future are over. 
Previously, at critical stages, when the 
alliance's agenda shifted significantly, 
each new NATO Secretary General 
convinced the Atlantic community 
that America needed Europe just as 
much as Europe needed America. 
Actually, arguments were always few, 
but back then, Atlantic diplomacy 
was structured around agreed trade-
off and delicate formulations that 
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attempts to assume the role of both 
pan-European leader and crisis ne-
gotiator with the US President are 
untenable. Donald Trump dismisses 
Paris's maneuvering along the prin-
ciple of “both for friends and foes”. 
For him, European “traitors” cannot 
a priori be considered as friends. 
Only those willing to play his game 
and be on his side are considered 
his friends. Even Berlin and London 
refer to Macron not as an equal part-
ner, but as a weak link and a distort-
ing mirror of European politics.

Against this backdrop, NATO remains 
a fundamentally important platform 
for Donald Trump. The current NATO 
Secretary General, Mark Rutte, sees 
his role not in implementing deci-
sions made before him, but in navi-
gating between the two shores of the 
Atlantic. As a long-serving European 
politician and a skilled political man-
ager, Mr. Rutte generally suits Brus-
sels, as he can try to reach an agree-
ment with "Daddy" Donald Trump. 
Yet, there is no reason to believe 

that the Secretary General will play 
a role in the interests of a common 
Europe from NATO's platform. The 
most Europeans can hope for is that 
the dialogue between Mr. Rutte and 
Trump will at least partially address 
the lack of strategic communications 
and reduce tensions in relations with 
Washington.

The problems of pan-European lead-
ership, the weak positions of national 
political elites, and the complex rela-
tionships between them are obvious, 
as is the vulnerability of the Euro-
pean bureaucracy as a whole. Un-
der these circumstances, relying on 
“their” Secretary General at NATO 
will not change the overall logic of 
a losing game with Donald Trump, 
in which Europe no longer has any 
stake. What matters now is not how 

European institutions, Brussels is not 
strengthening, but rather continuing 
to lose, its internal bases, particularly 
in the diplomatic sphere.

Unlike European officials, Donald 
Trump is capable of dramatically re-
versing American policy. Europeans, 
however, are trapped in the grip of 
anti-Russian attitudes and ideologies 
that they can only adjust, not elimi-
nate. The European bureaucracy 
is increasing pressure on dissent-
ers within the EU and, in some cas-
es, is providing technical decision-
making. At the same time, Brussels' 
creeping usurpation of EU member 
states' rights to sovereign foreign 
and defense policies, justified by 
the need to overcome disunity in the 
current crisis, conflicts with national 
priorities.

The Trump administration, in keep-
ing with its hard-line realism, has de-
monstrably shown a disfavor toward 
European commissioners and pri-
oritized targeted interstate relations 
with European capitals. This has only 
reinforced national self-interested in-
stincts, undermining Europe's ability 
to act as a unified center of power. 
Today, Capitol Hill is extending a 
hand to those leaders who imme-
diately distanced themselves from 
collective anti-Trumpism, meaning 
they were initially oriented toward 
constructive cooperation with the 
current administration. For some 
EU politicians, their Washington ap-
proval rating has become an impor-
tant argument in making strategic 

even for the medium term. With Don-
ald Trump's re-assumption of power 
in the United States, centrifugal pro-
cesses have shifted the Euro-Atlantic 
region into emergency mode for rap-
id response to internal divisions.

Trump of the "version 2.0" does not 
simply feel offended by the Euro-
peans; he views their actions as a 
palace conspiracy. The head of Eu-
ropean diplomacy, Kaja Kallas, pub-
licly stated that the US leader wants 
to fight his allies. Such “realistic” 
statements by EU representatives (in 
Trump's eyes, traitors to the sacred 
Atlantic alliance) only highlight their 
lack of ideas on how to negotiate a 
new transatlantic deal.

Washington undoubtedly needs sup-
port points in Europe to strengthen 
its position. By exploiting the depen-
dence of European allies on Ameri-
can guarantees, Trump made it clear 
that these are not unconditional: Eu-
ropeans “owe” America, and now 
much more than before. However, 
this already raises questions about 
the recipients of this policy, which 
cannot be limited by Trump's “friend 
or foe” calculations. Europe is expe-
riencing an internal leadership crisis.

Leading European countries are fac-
ing the problem of erosion of author-
ity and with socio-political instability. 
Under these conditions, the Europe-
an Union cannot rely on the previous 
drivers of integration, traditional tan-
dems and triangles. Seeking to con-
solidate governance by controlling 

decisions that determine their future.

Thus, the ability of European bureau-
crats to resist the degradation of the 
Atlantic alliance has significantly di-
minished. And if not the top three 
EU officials — Antonio Costa, Ursula 
von der Leyen, and Kaja Kallas  — 
now severely limited in their ability 
to represent a united Europe in the 
transatlantic dialogue, then who can 
talk to Washington at all? Is it Lon-
don? Any special relationship with it 
has long been out of the question. 
Even during his first presidency, af-
ter Brexit, Donald Trump distanced 
himself from the Conservatives, led 
by Theresa May and Boris Johnson. 
And now, with Labour's Keir Starmer, 
whose prime ministerial post is seri-
ously shaky, the distance has only 
increased.

Is it the Franco-German tandem? To-
day, it is spinning its wheels out of 
sync and is no longer capable to as-
pire to the role of pilot for “Old Eu-
rope”, which largely explains Wash-
ington's skepticism towards this 
tandem. The situational Paris — Ber-
lin  — London trio is also internally 
fragmented and unable to offer a 
unifying strategic perspective. Ger-
man Chancellor Friedrich Merz and 
Defense Minister Boris Pistorius are 
continuing, through inertia, the poli-
cy of German leadership in the EU, 
declared in the Bundeswehr White 
Paper of 2016, but are unable to en-
sure it. Berlin's internal resources are 
clearly insufficient, and reliance on 
its partners is becoming increasingly 
problematic.

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron has long lost his position as a 
responsible international partner. 
His initiatives and proposals, lack-
ing sufficient tools, are no longer 
viewed with skepticism, but rather as 
irresponsible and provocative ones, 
especially when the French leader 
is “forced” to reject them. Macron's 

the US and its allies perceive threats, 
challenges, and the modalities of a 
common response to them, but how 
the American leader, in his relations 
with Europe, expects to ensure a 
secure future for Great America. Eu-
ropeans are involved in positional 
battles and are trying to preserve 
room for maneuver "post-Trump." 
In addressing key issues of interna-
tional security, their voices are barely 
heard, and sometimes they lose their 
right to vote altogether, a point Don-
ald Trump, fully aware of the Europe-
an counter play, likes to emphasize. 
This, in turn, means that the problem 
lies not in the difference in approach-
es to (im) balances that were previ-
ously manageable, but in the fact 
that Euro-Atlantic unity and NATO, 
as its pillar, have lost their strategic 
perspective.

Europeans are involved in positional battles and are 
trying to preserve room for maneuver "post-Trump." 

Trump of the "version 2.0" does not simply feel 
offended by the Europeans but views their actions 
as a palace conspiracy. The head of European 
diplomacy, Kaja Kallas, publicly declared that the 
US leader wants to fight his allies. 
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Non-European challenges, which the 
Trump administration identifies as fun-
damental, primarily the rise of China, 
also divide the USA and Europe. For 
Brussels, Washington's toughness to-
ward Beijing is deeply problematic. 
Europeans are unable to influence 
US policy in the Middle East; there 
are no longer even any negotiating 
or consultative formats for this. The 
EU's foreign policy service is forced 
to comment on American actions in a 
politically correct manner, but without 
clearly indicating its position. Thus, 
the Euro-Atlantic rift is not limited 
to differences in approaches within 
the alliance's former, internal area of 
responsibility. The issue of seizing 
Greenland declared by Donald Trump 
as a national security priority and a 
test of American guarantees within 
NATO in response to the combined 
Russian-Chinese challenge, will not 
be consigned to the history of Trump-
ism under any scenario.

For Russia, this is an opportunity for 
a comprehensive scenario analysis 

of the challenges posed by the US 
military-political strengthening in the 
northern Arctic zone, where NATO's 
role is no longer clear, and Ameri-
can presence and military activity will 
clearly increase, including outside 
the formal framework of the Wash-
ington Treaty. This indicates that 
Donald Trump's intention to gain con-
trol of “his” territories in the Western 
Hemisphere (Venezuela, Cuba, Mex-
ico, Panama), as well as to project 
power in other regions, is undermin-
ing not only the Euro-Atlantic region 
but also the mechanisms of the multi-
polar world order. In this regard, one 
cannot rule out the escalation of ter-
ritorial claims to the Kuril Islands by 
Japan, which considers Trump's new 
geography as an opportunity to re-
vise the post-war world order.

The Peace Council, recently estab-
lished by the US president, is also 
undermining the world order based 
on the UN Charter. And this impera-
tive of American dominance will be 
a determining factor with any future 
administration in Washington, even 
if, as under Democrat Joe Biden, it 
once again announces a pivot to 
Europe and a return to the “Atlantic 
family”.

Let me remind you that the principles 
of Trump's first presidency regard-
ing relations with the EU were not 
revised when he stepped down as 
president. These include increas-
ing Europe's contribution to collec-
tive defense, with a significant in-
crease in Germany's contribution 
(50 %) to the maintenance of NATO 
headquarters in Brussels; drawing 
allies into US Middle East projects 
despite resistance from Berlin and 
Paris; expanding the alliance's op-
erational response to cybersecurity 
and space, concentrating European 
military planning on American navi-
gation systems; and, of course, plac-
ing China in the list of NATO's main 
challenges.

Under Trump 2.0, the nature of US-
EU relations has changed radically, 
and the Euro-Atlantic balance has 
become even shakier. The widely 
used, convenient formula of “Trump 
is to blame for everything” is being 
used by Brussels not only to shift re-
sponsibility for the escalating crisis 
but also to camouflage a profound 
conflict of interests within the bloc. 
This couples with the Western nar-
rative that it is the Russians who are 
destroying the established world or-
der and the entire European security 
system.

The pinpointing of culprits without 
a comprehensive analysis of the 
causes is a reflection of a lack of stra-
tegic vision. As China, Russia, and 
other significant players build new 
global ties aimed at creating a multi-
polar world, the European West, rep-
resented by Britain and the EU, is 
essentially attempting to carve out 
room for maneuver in the short term. 
The stated goal of gaining autonomy 
is vague and cannot be extended 
beyond the immediate planning ho-
rizon. This is especially evident in 
the current situation, when all plans 
for building European defense are 
tied to cooperation with the United 
States, Europe's autonomy in the 
military sphere is constructed on the 
basis of partnership with NATO, and 
the American military-industrial com-
plex cannot be replaced even by the 
combined technical potential of the 
EU countries, which is still dreamed 
of in Brussels.

Emmanuel Macron's ideas for a Eu-
ropean defense without the Ameri-
cans suppose the abandonment of 

the US-led NATO European Com-
mand and its replacement with an in-
tegrated European decision-making 
structure that would carry out plan-
ning, including for the nuclear de-
terrent forces possessed by France 
and the United Kingdom. The “Euro-
peanization” of the nuclear capabili-
ties of Paris and London is a critical 
aspect of the EU's future strategic 
autonomy, but progress on this is-
sue is extremely unlikely due to the 
need for European nuclear powers 
to maintain national sovereignty in 
the spheres of security and defense. 
Furthermore, this would require a 
fundamental overhaul of NATO's 
nuclear planning system and the 
subsequent transformation of the 
entire integrated military command 
structure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, thereby eliminating 
the main constant — the American 
nuclear umbrella — from the transat-
lantic formula of solidarity.

Today, as at the height of the Cold 
War, Europe understands that it has 
neither its own “nuclear” voice nor 
the corresponding influence. France 
and the United Kingdom continue 
to support nuclear programs, but 
their goals are undefined and do 
not provide protection from the main 
threats — Russia and China. At the 
same time, regardless of assess-
ments of the current state and pros-
pects for the development (or lack of 
development) of European military 
potential, the long-term guidelines 
and defense construction plans ad-
opted by the European Union es-
tablish a persistent confrontational 
dynamic that will be very difficult to 
reverse. 

Europe is undoubtedly a target for the US leader's 
geopolitical ambitions, and its subordinate 
position, rather than declared equality, is what the 
master of the White House considers a guarantee 
for NATO's future.

demands, work diligently on a com-
mon Atlantic project integrated into 
the American system of coordinates. 
Europe is undoubtedly a target for the 
US leader's geopolitical ambitions, 
and its subordinate position, rather 
than declared equality, is what the 
master of the White House considers 
a guarantee for NATO's future. How-
ever, the Europeans either refuse or 
are unable to pay the American bills. 
And this is no longer about the ceil-
ing for military spending, whether it 
be 2 % or 5 % of GDP. Brussels is busy 
developing business plans on who 
will invest in Ukraine and how, but 
cannot take any serious decisions 
without relying on Washington.

The internal stability of the alliance 
is under enormous strain. Europeans 
are already openly accusing Donald 
Trump, if not of destroying it, then 
of undermining its foundations. But 
they ignore the fact that after World 
War II, Western European develop-
ment without the United States was 
fundamentally impossible, just as 
are the current speculative projects 
for a European reform of NATO with-
out American guarantees. We say 
“NATO” when we mean the United 
States, but do we now say “the Unit-
ed States” when we mean NATO?

D. Trump continues to increase pres-
sure on allies, who should, as he 

Today, as at the height of the Cold War, Europe 
understands that it has neither its own “nuclear” 
voice nor the corresponding influence.

in focus in focus
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Valentina Vladimirovna, after Yuri Gagarin's 
flight, you and your parachute club friends wrote 
a letter to the Soviet leadership asking to open 
the way to space for women. Did you believe in 
yourself and your success? How did you react to 
the invitation to join the cosmonaut corps?

Did I believe in myself? To be honest, yes. The 
girls and I thought that, besides us, hardly any-
one else could be like Yura. After all, parachut-
ists are like cosmonauts; when someone jumps 
with a parachute, it reveals a lot about their 
character. I have over 140 jumps under my belt.

We didn't have to wait long for a reply. When 
the invitation arrived, my feelings were inde-
scribable! It was a mix of joy and a burning 
desire to start preparing as soon as possible. I 
remember my mother walking me to the gate, 
and I kept turning round, looking at her lonely 
figure, and my heart ached. Although I had no 
doubt everything would work out, I felt so un-
comfortable lying to my mother, and I couldn't 
tell her the truth about where I was going.

Shortly before the flight, we were allowed to 
write home, and it so happened that mum re-
ceived my letter on the day I was already at the 
cosmodrome. The letter was about how I was 
doing well, you know, alive and kicking. But my 

mother, looking meaningfully at my sister and 
brother, said, “Valya's up to something again.”

What was the most difficult part of the path 
to your dream of flying: the rigorous selection 
process, the arduous training, or overcoming 
yourself and your inner fears?

No fears. My desire to fly into space was so strong 
that there was no question of any fear. I think I 
was ready for the launch even before joining the 
cosmonaut corps. The opportunity to work with 
Yura, next to him, to be like him — that was the 
main incentive. After his flight, almost everyone in 
our country wanted to be like Gagarin.

The fear, or rather, the excitement, came upon 
our return, when Valera Bykovsky (commander 
of the Vostok 5 spacecraft, which made its flight 
together with Valentina Tereshkova's Vostok 
6 — Editor's note) and I were greeted by the 
Soviet government at Moscow's Vnukovo Air-
port. I remember walking down the red carpet, 
and my legs were shaking terribly. I whispered 
to Valera, “Just don't go too far away from me.”

No fears. My desire to fly into space was so 
strong that there was no question of any fear. 
I think I was ready for the launch even before 
joining the cosmonaut corps.

Valentina Vladimirovna Tereshkova
Was born on March 6, 1937 in the village of Bolshoye Maslennikovo, Tutayevsky District, Yaroslavl Oblast, in 
a peasant family. She graduated from the Yaroslavl Correspondence Technical School of Light Industry (1960) 
and the Air Force Engineering Academy named after N. Ye. Zhukovsky (1969). Before being invited to the cos-
monaut corps, she worked at the Krasny Perekop technical fabrics plant. On June 16‑19, 1963, she made a solo 
space flight aboard the Vostok 6 spacecraft (call sign “Chaika”). From 1968 to 1997, she was an instructor in the 
cosmonaut corps. She headed the Committee of Soviet Women (1968-1987), was a deputy of the Supreme So-
viet of the USSR (1966-1989), and a people's deputy of the USSR (1989-1992). From 1987 to 2004, she headed 
the Union of Soviet Societies for Friendship and Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries, later renamed Ros-
sotrudnichestvo. From 2004 to 2011, she served as a deputy of the Yaroslavl Regional Duma. Since 2011, she 
has been a deputy of the State Duma of the Russian Federation. She is a Hero of the Soviet Union, Lieutenant 
General of Aviation, Candidate of Technical Sciences.

On the eve of International Women's Day, “Razvedchik” met with a living 
legend, Valentina Vladimirovna Tereshkova, who recounted her historic flight, 
discussed the prospects of conquering Mars, and shared memories of her 
mother — her paramount life compass and indisputable authority.

Hero of the Soviet Union, 
the first female cosmonaut 
Valentina Tereshkova:

“My mother  
is my main role 
model in life”
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There, at Vnukovo, standing alongside the 
country's leadership, was my mother. When 
Valera and I reported the completion of the 
mission, she said loudly, so everyone could 
hear, “You deceived me!” That evening, we 
were alone at the hotel, and she examined me 
thoroughly, literally feeling all over me. She 
was worried something might have happened 
to me in space. But after the examination, she 
breathed a sigh of relief: “Everything is fine!”

After your flight, you were offered roles in mov-
ies and opportunities to write books, but you 
decided to continue your studies and then went 
into science, where you also achieved great 
success. At the same time, you started a family 
and experienced the joys of motherhood. Could 
you share how one can manage to do it all and 
what the secret to a woman's happiness is?

Let me put it this way: if it exists at all, it's forged 
by the woman herself. No one will give to you 
anything on a silver platter; at least, they never 
did to me. To achieve anything in life and man-
age to do everything, you need to work hard.

My mother is my main role model in life and indis-
putable authority. No matter the hardships she 
faced, she always tried to manage everything 
herself. She practically raised three children on 
her own. She loved us dearly. Sometimes, of 
course, she would punish us; that was part of it. 
I remember my younger brother, Volodya, and I 
would often stand in the corner. But she always 
protected and looked after us as best she could.

My second cherished dream, after exploring 
space, was to get a higher education in avia-
tion engineering, so I enrolled in the Zhukovsky 
Academy. But without my mother's support, I 
doubt whether I could have managed to combine 
my studies and raising my daughter. My moth-
er helped me with everything, letting me go to 
classes, even though she herself was seriously ill 
and had suffered three strokes. She was always 
interested in how I was doing. Sometimes she'd 
come up to me, ask me questions, and then say 
severely “Take care not to miss your lectures!”

Can we say that your success is due to your 
mother’s feat?

Absolutely. I couldn't have done anything 
without her. For me, the defining factor in life 
was how my mother would view it, how she 
would react. Actually, I don't remember my fa-
ther at all. My mother used to tell me that he 
often took me, when I was little, in his tractor 
(he worked as a tractor driver on a collective 
farm), then carried me home on his shoulders 
for lunch. By the way, it was my father who 
gave me my name. In those years, complete-
ly different names were popular. My mother, 
for example, wanted to name me Raisa, but 
my dad said, “She's my daughter, she'll be 
Valentina.”

My father died on January 25, 1940, in the So-
viet-Finnish War, when I was only two years 
old. He was drafted into the tank troops. At 
that time, our country lost many people, but the 
lessons learned from those battles helped us 

win the Great Patriotic War. Every year on May 
9, my mother reread the telegram she kept, 
which announced my father's death, and qui-
etly cried.

You're the first female cosmonaut on the plan-
et and the only one who conquered space solo. 
Was it hard to get used to fame?

You know, I never thought about it. We were 
raised differently in the USSR. We all, including 
Yura, behaved modestly and didn't boast about 
our successes. It was simply not done.

V. V. Tereshkova after  
a parachute jump. 1960

V. V. Tereshkova's 
mother, Elena 
Fyodorovna, reading 
a letter from her 
daughter. 1963

Preparing for flight.  
1963

Greeting of  
V. V. Tereshkova  
and V. F. Bykovsky  
at Vnukovo. 1963

No fears. My desire to fly into space was so 
strong that there was no question of any fear. 
I think I was ready for the launch even before 
joining the cosmonaut corps.

“

No one will give to you anything on a silver 
platter; at least, they never did to me.  
To achieve anything in life and manage  
to do everything, you need to work hard.

“
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Interviewed  
by Mikhail Pogudin

Moreover, before joining the cosmonaut corps, 
I gained experience in social work, and it really 
came in handy. I was elected Komsomol "lead-
er" of the Krasny Perekop plant, where about 
17,000 people worked in those years — pre-
dominantly women. Under my leadership were 
almost two thousand Komsomol members. We 
got so much done, and what amateur activities 
we organized back then!

Not long ago, you said you were ready to fly to 
Mars, even if it was a one-way ticket. Where 
does such a strong desire come from?

I was obsessed with this planet even before 
my flight; it's the closest to Earth, after all. I so 
wanted to walk on the Martian surface, to touch 
everything there with my own hands! And the 
attraction to it probably stems from literature 
and songs. Remember how Joseph Kobzon 
sang: “Cosmonauts and dreamers assert that 
apple trees will bloom on Mars!”

Still ready to fly?

Of course, you need to be realistic about your 
abilities. But if a spacecraft were offered to me 
tomorrow — I'd fly, honestly!

What, in your opinion, are the current obsta-
cles preventing our country from starting the 
exploration of Mars? Is it a lack of funding or 
technology?

Indeed, we have the technology, and we have 
talented people. I sometimes watch our Presi-
dent's meetings with young scientists and I 
am pleased to note that our country still has 
many gifted young people who are truly work-
ing hard. My opinion is unequivocal: we need 
to move forward; we cannot rest on our laurels. 
Space must be explored, and its exploration 
should best be continued from the Moon and 
nearby planets  — Mars and Venus. It seems 
to me that the main challenge for us now is to 
build an appropriate spacecraft.

Orbital tourism and private space flights are 
actively being promoted today. What do you 
think of this?

Tourism requires completely different space-
craft, where at least minimal comfort can be 
created; in ordinary ones, it's too cramped. If 
you want my opinion, Americans’ suborbital 
flights are far from space travel. And in gen-
eral, I'm against tourists in orbit. Space isn't a 
joyride. All those who have gone there, all real 
cosmonauts, can confirm that.

We're talking on the eve of the 8th of March. 
What memories do you associate with this 
day?

On the 8th of March, I often remember Yura. 
On that day, he was usually one of the first to 
congratulate me, coming with a bouquet of 
carnations and saying warm words. We were 
true friends, close in spirit, like brother and sis-
ter. Andriyan (Andriyan Grigoryevich Nikolaev, 
cosmonaut no. 3, Valentina Tereshkova's hus-
band — Editor's note) was even a little jealous, 
saying, “You married the wrong man.” But all of 
this was in jest, of course. The whole of our first 
group of cosmonauts was really close-knit. We 
lived like one family.

What would you wish for the girls who dream 
of repeating your feat? There are those who 
also dream of Mars…

I won't give them Mars! (laughs) But seriously, 
we do have people who want to fly into space, 
and there are quite a few of them. I still get let-
ters from girls asking me what they need to do. 
I advise everyone to acquire knowledge, as 
much knowledge as possible. To achieve your 
goals, in any field, not just in space, you need 
to constantly develop yourself. And, of course, 
you need unwavering self-belief.

And what will the legendary "Chaika" wish for 
intelligence officers?

Never doubt the profession you've chosen. Al-
ways move on firmly, confidently, and only for-
ward! 

My opinion is unequivocal: we need to move 
forward; we cannot rest on our laurels. Space 
must be explored, and its exploration should 
best be continued from the Moon and nearby 
planets — Mars and Venus.

“

With mother and 
daughter Alyona.  
July 1, 1965.

On the Mausoleum tribune (from left to right):  
G. S. Titov, A. G. Nikolaev, V. V. Tereshkova, Yu. A. Gagarin  
and V. F. Bykovsky. June 22, 1963

Space pioneers Yu. A. Gagarin and V. V. Tereshkova.  
Zvyozdny gorodok (Star City). November 24, 1963.
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Dmitry Vladimirovich, in June 2025, the large-
scale national project “Space”, designed to en-
sure Russia's technological independence and 
competitiveness in the space industry, was 
approved. For these purposes, it is planned to 
allocate 4.4 trillion rubles. It is a considerable 
sum. What will these funds be spent on? What 
do you see as the main areas and priorities of 
Roscosmos' work?

The National Project “Space”, designed to 
run through 2036, includes eight federal proj-
ects: “Satellite Communications and Earth Ob-
servation”, “Navigation and Time”, “Manned 
Spaceflight”, “Sovereign Competitive Access 
to Space”, “Space Science”, “Development of 
Russian Space Nuclear Energy”, “Manufactur-
ing and Process System”, and “Personnel for 
Space”. These areas are the main priorities for 
the domestic rocket and space industry over 
the next decade.

The implementation of the national project will 
provide the country with a qualitatively new 
level of satellite navigation. Other objectives 
include reducing the cost of placing payloads 
into various Earth orbits and increasing Rus-
sia's share of the launch services market. To 
this end, a program has been developed to 
create a range of launch vehicles, from ultra-
light to heavy-lift.

The development of space activities is more 
than just a matter of prestige; it's a national pri-
ority, guaranteeing Russia's strategic security. 
Space exploration is at the forefront of scien-
tific and technological progress and is always 
forward-looking, so lagging behind in our work 
is unacceptable.

The national project addresses both internal 
and external challenges in the economic and 
social spheres, as well as national security. Key 

Dmitry Bakanov, General Director  
of Roscosmos State Corporation:

“We have only taken  
the first step beyond  
the planet's door”

Dmitry Vladimirovich Bakanov
Was born on October 7, 1985, in Leninsk, Kazakh SSR (now Baikonur), in a family of test engineer. He graduated 
from the Saint Petersburg State University of Economics and Finance in 2007. In 2006‑2008, he worked in the 
banking sector, and from 2008 to 2011- at the OJSC “Sitronics”. From 2011 to 2019, he headed the “’Gonets’ 
Satellite System” company. In 2019, he transferred to the Ministry of Transport of the Russian Federation, and 
from 2022 to 2025, he held the position of Deputy Minister. Since 2023, he has been Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of GLONASS JSC. On February 6, 2025, he was appointed Head of the Roscosmos State Corporation. 
He holds a PhD in Economics and was awarded the Order of Friendship.
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Roscosmos
The State Space Corporation Roscosmos was established in August 2015. It implements state space policy and its 
regulatory framework, and places orders for the development, production, and supply of space technology and space 
infrastructure. Roscosmos's responsibilities also include developing international cooperation in the space sector and 
creating conditions for the use of space activities in the country's socioeconomic development.

objectives include the qualitative and quan-
titative development of the domestic satel-
lite constellation, the creation of a sustainable 
space services market, the continuation of the 
manned space program, the creation of new 
spacecraft and launch vehicles, the introduc-
tion of nuclear energy, and the exploration of 
outer space.

As is well-known, the ISS will be decommis-
sioned no later than 2030. By that time, Russia 
intends to put its station, the ROS, into orbit. The 
science and power module, which will begin its 
construction, will be scheduled for launch next 
year. Could you tell us more about the project? 
What will be the objectives of the ROS?

The Russian Orbital Station, or ROS, is a key 
element of the national project “Space”. It will 
address two major challenges: preserving the 

national manned space program, which must 
not be interrupted, and testing numerous new 
technical solutions.

It's important to understand that manned space 
exploration isn't valuable in itself. Each expedi-
tion involves a significant amount of experimen-
tal scientific work, addressing a wide range of 
challenges: from studying the factors of long-
duration spaceflight to finding innovative ways 
to manufacture various materials, pharmaceu-
ticals, and many other things. This scientific 
research is conducted both for the benefit of 
space exploration itself and for the application 
of these technologies on Earth. Essentially, an 
orbital station is a flying laboratory with unique 
conditions for conducting experiments.

Humanity's ultimate goal in space is to learn to 
live and work for long periods away from Earth. 

This will not be soon, as space is an extreme-
ly hostile environment, but these challenges 
must be addressed now, for it is extremely dif-
ficult to bridge the gap.

The ROS will be a logical promotion of our 
competencies in the sphere of creation of 
long-term orbital stations. Russia's leadership 
in this area is undeniable, and we are obliged 
to develop further in this direction. We plan to 
launch the first module in 2028 into an orbit in-
clined at 51.6° from the Cosmodrome Baikonur. 
The universal node and gateway modules will 
also be launched from there later. 

I'll focus separately on the reasons behind the 
decision to select an orbit with an inclination 
of 51.6°. Other options were also considered, 
including one with an inclination of 96.8°. The 
latter's advantages included the ability to moni-
tor and observe the Northern Sea Route (NSR). 
However, the satellite constellation being de-
veloped under the “Space” national project 
for remote sensing of the NSR and adjacent 
Arctic regions is capable of fulfilling the tasks 
planned for the ROS. Furthermore, unmanned 
spacecraft are significantly less expensive.

Another significant factor is that deploying the 
ROS in a 51.6° inclination orbit – the same one 
utilized by major space faring nations for hu-
man spaceflight – creates more opportunities 
for collaborative international projects. There-
fore, we analyzed all options, reviewed them at 
the Roscosmos Scientific and Technical Coun-
cil, and submitted them to the Academy of Sci-
ences. The RAS Council on Space Research 
recommended changing the ROS orbital incli-
nation from 96.8° to 51.6°—the same inclination 
as the ISS currently orbits.

Today, as in the days of Yuri Gagarin and Val-
entina Tereshkova, space exploration involves 
intense competition; it's even appropriate to 
talk about a new space race involving the 
world's leading powers. How can Russia sur-
prise its partners?

Of course, we live in a climate of fierce global 
competition, but compared to the past, space 
today is an area not only of scientific explora-
tion but also of economic rivalry. Yes, we need 
to accelerate our development, and studying 

foreign experience is a normal practice. I as-
sure you, our foreign colleagues are still study-
ing Russian developments, for example, in the 
field of manned spaceflight.

I'd like to point out that the number of rocket 
launches isn't a direct indicator of effective-
ness. In 2025, we put approximately 70 sat-
ellites into orbit with just two launches. Last 
July, “Ionosfera-M” No. 3 and No. 4 launched 
18 satellites into space, and in December, an-
other 50 devices were launched for our Rus-
sian and foreign customers with the “Aist-2T” 
stereoscopic 3D Earth imaging satellites. Since 
we value quality as well as quantity, I'd like to 
point out that the launch of “Ionosfera-M” en-
abled the formation of a constellation of four 

We live in a climate of fierce global 
competition, but compared to the past, 
space today is an area not only of scientific 
exploration but also of economic rivalry.

“

Cosmonauts  
S. V. Kud-Sverchkov, 
S. N. Mikayev and 
astronaut K. Williams 
(USA) before launch. 
Baikonur,  
November 27, 2025

Launch of the Proton-M 
launch vehicle with the 
Elektro-L observation 
satellite. Baikonur, 
February 12, 2026
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satellites that became part of the “Ionozond” 
system. Its flight testing phase was completed 
in December, and the system is now being put 
into operation, but we've already begun receiv-
ing information about the heliogeophysical en-
vironment around Earth. This is also known as 
“space weather”.

Why is this important? The “Ionosphera-M” 
satellites enable direct measurements of the 
ionosphere and the creation of a global map. 
The satellites monitor key parameters of space 
plasma and ionospheric changes during so-
lar flares and magnetic storms. Another im-
portant function is that they help make more 
accurate short-term earthquake forecasts, 
which should improve protection against their 
consequences.

The unique “Spektr-RG” observatory, capturing 
images of the universe in X-rays, continues to 
operate. Over the past six years a big amount 
of useful data for further space exploration has 
been acquired. Last year, we supported the 
flight of the “Bion-M” No. 2 spacecraft. This 
marked a significant stage in the long-term 
work of Russian scientists studying the im-
pact of space factors on living organisms. Last 
year's mission collected unique radiation data 
that will help better prepare for manned deep-
space missions.

We certainly need to develop new technolo-
gies, invest in fundamental research, actively 
engage private sector businesses in space ac-
tivities, support young talents, and stimulate in-
novation. And we need to do this quickly, be-
cause the world is constantly evolving. For this 
reason, special attention is being paid to the 
collaboration between science, industry, and 
education. This will ensure the stable develop-
ment of the industry and train a new generation 
of productive engineers and researchers.

Very soon, the world will celebrate the 65th 
anniversary of Yuri Gagarin's space flight. 
What events are planned by Roscosmos?

Cosmonautics Day is a special date in our 
country, so by a presidential decree, Space 
Week will be held annually in Russia from April 
6 to 12, starting in 2026. The organizing com-
mittee is headed by First Deputy Prime Minister 
D.V. Manturov. An extensive program of events, 
both business and cultural, has been prepared. 
We want to use this opportunity not only to 
commemorate the achievements of our great 
predecessors but also to highlight our current 
successes and discuss current issues with a 
broad professional audience.

History is certainly a foundation to build on, but we 
strive to show people the space that surrounds 
us everywhere: from zippers to satellite naviga-
tion, communications, and artificial intelligence 
systems in orbit. We intend to attract the widest 
possible audience to participate in the Week, 
planning to hold topical lessons in schools, stra-
tegic sessions at universities, screen space films 
in cinemas, to collaborate closely with the theater 
community, and to develop online engagement 
formats for the younger generation.

We consider the first-ever Russian Space Fo-
rum a key event, which we hope will also be-
come an annual event. It provides a platform 
for dialogue, finding solutions, and developing 
international partnerships. This year, the busi-
ness program, in line with the core principles of 
the "Space" national project, emphasizes dis-
cussion of the prospects for commercial partic-
ipation in the space industry. Of course, we will 
also pay attention to the international agenda.

Finally, in this anniversary year, the fifth open 
cosmonaut recruitment process has begun. 
This is also an important event for us, because 
we are demonstrating that anyone who meets 
the basic criteria can have the opportunity to 
become a cosmonaut. Of course, the selection 
process will be rigorous: last time, only four 
people became members of the corps after the 
first round. Nevertheless, it is possible.

Today, concerns are once again being raised 
about the militarization of space and its transfor-
mation into a theater of military operations. What 

steps should be taken, including at the interna-
tional level, to prevent such a development?

Russia, in all international forums, including the 
UN, advocates for the inviolability of the universal-
ly recognized principles and norms of international 
law governing space activities. We are convinced 
that outer space must remain free of weapons of 
any kind and type. An arms race in outer space 
could prove disastrous for all of humanity.

Peaceful use is confirmed in the 1967 Outer 
Space Treaty. Two years ago, our country called 
for the development of an international, legally 
binding mechanism to prevent an arms race in 
outer space, which would prohibit the place-
ment of weapons in outer space, the use or 
threat of force in, from, or against outer space.

We continue to advocate for all current and 
potential participants in space activities to re-
affirm their commitment to all existing agree-
ments in this area. We also believe it is neces-
sary to continue improving international legal 
instruments, including in light of emerging ar-
eas of space activity, such as nuclear energy.

Last April, at a meeting of the heads of space 
agencies of the BRICS member countries, I 
proposed creating a Space Council to promptly 
address emerging issues, align our positions, 
and advance joint initiatives, primarily those 
related to maintaining a weapons-free outer 
space. My colleagues supported the proposal, 
which I believe is very important, for the num-
ber of BRICS members is growing, as is the 
association's role on the global stage. As a re-
minder, the combined orbital constellation of 
BRICS comprises approximately 1,500 space-
craft, and 21 spaceports and launch sites oper-
ate in the member countries. This provides a 
good foundation for developing cooperation.

We must develop new technologies,  
invest in fundamental research, actively engage 
private businesses in space activities, support 
young talent, and stimulate innovation.

“

Russia, in all international forums, 
including the UN, advocates for the 
inviolability of generally recognized 
principles and norms of international 
law regulating space activities.

“

At the opening of the 
National Space Center. 
Moscow, September 13, 
2025
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Last year, you visited the United States and 
met with the head of NASA, marking your first 
such meeting in eight years. How do you as-
sess the Americans' willingness to deepen bi-
lateral cooperation? What do you think are the 
prospects for space cooperation with China, 
India, and other countries friendly to Russia?

We work quite closely with our US colleagues. 
A new meeting with NASA leadership is 
planned for this year. We are primarily working 
on the ISS project; we still have several years 
of its joint exploitation. In 2028, we will begin 
the station's gradual deorbiting, followed by its 
sinking, which is scheduled for 2030.

The cross-flight program, where American 
astronauts make part of the crew aboard the 
Russian Soyuz-MS spacecraft and our cos-
monauts fly to the ISS on an American space-
craft, also demonstrates its effectiveness. This 

guarantees both countries access to their re-
spective segments of the station, which re-
quires a continuous presence on board for 
maintenance and upkeep. Cross-flights have 
proven their critical importance, which is why 
we regularly extend the relevant agreement; it 
is in the interests of both parties.

As for China and India, they are our long-
standing partners, and we've supported both 
of them in developing their human spaceflight 
programs. Today, together with our Chinese 
friends and 13 other interested parties, we're 
implementing a project to create an Interna-
tional Scientific Lunar Station. This is an ex-
tremely complex and ambitious undertaking, 
demonstrating the importance of international 
cooperation. Our country plays a key role in this 
project—developing a nuclear power source.

In addition, we actively cooperate with coun-
tries in the Middle East, Africa, and Latin Amer-
ica in the areas of satellite navigation, com-
munications, and Earth remote sensing, and 
we note their high interest in manned space 
exploration.

Overall, we support the broadest and most 
equitable cooperation among all interested 
members of the global community. Space ex-
ploration is such a scientifically complex, labor-
intensive, and expensive activity that achieving 
the global goals of humankind's journey be-
yond Earth requires a global effort.

Today, we've only taken the first step beyond 
the planet's door, learning to explore near-Earth 
space. On the ISS, 400 km far from Earth, we 
can survive for a year. On the Moon, with cur-
rent technology, the safe duration of human 
presence will be reduced to just a few weeks. 
Longer-distance flights are still only a dream; the 
level of technological challenges and tasks there 
are significantly more complex. But together, all 
of them will undoubtedly be solved. In this re-
gard, I recall the words of the great Russian sci-
entist Konstantin Eduardovich Tsiolkovsky, who 
wrote over a century ago: “Mankind will not for-
ever remain on Earth, but, in pursuit of light and 
space, will first timidly penetrate beyond the at-
mosphere, and then conquer all of the near-so-
lar space”. I would like to believe that this proph-
ecy will come true in our lifetime. 

Space exploration is such a scientifically 
complex, labor-intensive, and expensive 
activity that achieving the global goals of 
humankind's journey beyond Earth requires 
a global effort.

“

Signing of the “Russian-
Chinese Roadmap for 
cooperation in the field 
of satellite navigation 
for 2026‑2030”. 
Hangzhou (PRC). 
November 3, 2025

Interviewed  
by Vladislav Ilyin

THE SVR OF RUSSIA
IS AUTHORIZED

TO DECLARE

№ 1 (14) March 202646

close-up



№ 1 (14) March 2026 47

authorized to declare



№ 1 (14) March 2026 № 1 (14) March 2026 4948

authorized to declare authorized to declare



№ 1 (14) March 2026 № 1 (14) March 2026 5150

authorized to declare authorized to declare



Satellite reconnaissance is the col-
lection of information using space 
assets and associated ground-based 
systems. It is conducted using con-
stellations of spacecraft (SC) perform-
ing imagery and signal reconnais-
sance, including low- and high-orbit 
satellites and radio interception sys-
tems in geostationary orbits.

Since the Soviet Union set the first ar-
tificial satellite, Sputnik, into orbit on 
October 4, 1957, thousands of satel-
lites have been launched into space. 
Some are purely civilian, used for 
communications, navigation, geod-
esy, and meteorology, while others 
are dual-use or military. This is justi-
fied, as satellite reconnaissance can 
provide armed forces with a decisive 
advantage both in preparation for 
armed conflict and during combat.

The United States was the first to rec-
ognize the potential for using space 
for military purposes. A group of 
American scientists used satellite ra-
dio signals and the Doppler effect to 
determine with high accuracy the spa-
tial position of a celestial body relative 
to the Earth's surface. This formed the 
basis for the creation of the Global 
Positioning System (GPS), which be-
gan to be developed less than a year 
after the Soviet satellite's flight.

At the height of the Cold War and the 
nuclear arms race, Americans relied 
on satellite reconnaissance to identi-
fy secret Soviet facilities, primarily in-
tercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) 
silos. The process received a power-
ful boost when an American U-2 spy 
plane was shot down over Soviet 
territory on May 1, 1960. In August of 

that year, US President Dwight Eisen-
hower ordered to create the National 
Reconnaissance Office (NRO) within 
the Department of Defense.

Subsequently, the two leading space 
powers — the USSR and the USA — 
consistently expanded both their 
orbital constellations and the tech-
nical capabilities of their spacecraft. 
The first models of reconnaissance 
satellite took photographs in orbit, 
and then dropped the exposed film 
back to Earth, where it was studied 
by analysts. Today, image process-
ing and extraction of the necessary 
information are carried out automati-
cally, enabling the transmission of re-
quired data to any location on Earth 
in a matter of minutes.

Over the years, the constellation of 
space reconnaissance satellites in-
cluded photographic ones (in the 
USSR / Russia  — Oblik, Kobalt, Yeni-
sei; in the USA  — Samos and the 
Keyhole series: from KH-1 Corona to 
KH-9 Big Bird), optical-electronic (Ne-
man, Araks, KH-11 Crystal), and radio-
location spacecrafts. Their technical 
specifications are highly classified, 
but the Hubble Space Telescope, 
which is structurally similar to the KH-
11 satellite, serves as an example. It 
is equipped with a mirror with a di-
ameter of 2,4 m, which allows to take 
high-resolution images  — approxi-
mately 20cm per pixel when they 
are taken from a 250 km orbital al-
titude. The latest models of military 
satellites use mirrors with even larg-
er diameters — up to 3,6 m. These 
are very heavy satellites, weighing 
15‑20 tons, and their launching in or-
bit is very expensive.

Intelligence activities have always been aimed at collecting sensitive 
information. As technology has advanced, the arsenal of methods 
and techniques to obtain it has constantly expanded. Today, satel-
lite reconnaissance plays a leading role in the rapid acquisition of 
primary information.

Satellite 
reconnaissance

Satellite reconnaissance can provide armed forces 
with a decisive advantage both in preparation for 
armed conflict and during combat.
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It's worth noting that spy satellites 
typically don't hover over their tar-
gets, but rotate in low circular orbits 
(up to 300 km) — the closer to the 
surface, the higher the resolution. 
Moreover, modern radiolocation 
devices operate effectively regard-
less of weather conditions and are 
capable of detecting objects under-
ground at a depth of several tens of 
meters and underwater at a depth up 
to 200 m. Geostationary and high el-
liptical orbits are currently occupied 
primarily by communications satel-
lites and missile approach warning 
systems (MAWS). The task of the 
last ones is to detect IRBM launch-
es, whose engine plumes produce a 
bright infrared flare during liftoff, vis-
ible from afar.

Besides the United States and Rus-
sia, China is undoubtedly among the 
world leaders in the development 
of space reconnaissance systems. 
It launches dozens of satellites for 

various purposes annually and plans 
to significantly increase its presence 
in space by 2030. Other countries 
with national satellite reconnais-
sance programs include the United 
Kingdom (3 satellites), Germany (6), 
the Republic of Korea (5), France (10), 
and Japan (approximately 10).

It's important to understand that sat-
ellite reconnaissance systems func-
tion as a single network, exchanging 
information and complementing each 
other. For example, a year ago, NATO 
countries launched the APSS (Allied 
Persistent Surveillance from Space 
Initiative), designed to integrate the in-
telligence assets of the alliance mem-
bers. The corresponding agreement 
was signed by Belgium, Bulgaria, the 
United Kingdom, Hungary, Greece, 
Italy, Spain, Canada, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Roma-
nia, Turkey, France, and the United 
States. Finland and Sweden are also 
expected to join the APSS.

How this works can be understood 
using the example of the interna-
tional A-train satellite constellation, 
which studies the Earth's atmo-
sphere. Launched in the 2000s, it 
initially consisted of five satellites — 
Aqua (USA), CloudSat (USA-Canada), 
CALIPSO (USA-France), PARASOL 
(France), and Aura (USA) — that flew 
over the same point on the Earth's 
surface at intervals of several min-
utes, allowing for highly accurate 3D 
imaging. The constellation's compo-
sition has changed, but its operating 
principle remains the same.

If necessary, Western countries can 
mobilize virtually any resources 
available in orbit. For example, dur-
ing the 1999 bombing of Yugoslavia 
as part of NATO's Operation Allied 

Force, a constellation of 50 satellites 
was deployed to support coalition 
forces, with 8‑12 satellites perma-
nently stationed over the theater of 
operations. In 2003, during Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom to overthrow Sad-
dam Hussein, up to 60 military sat-
ellites, 28 GPS satellites, and a large 
number of commercial communica-
tions vehicles were involved.

In recent years, amid the significant 
growth in costs associated with the 
development, production, orbital 
launch, and maintenance of space-
craft, many countries are seeing a 
solution in attracting commercial 
entities to the space industry on 
a mutually beneficial basis. Today, 
the capabilities of the private sector 
significantly exceed the resources 
of individual countries. In the Unit-
ed States, for example, more than 
5,500 companies operate in the 
space sector, including major compa-
nies like Amazon and SpaceX, which 
have their own research and industri-
al bases, as well as all the necessary 
infrastructure to launch various types 
of spacecraft in orbit.

Everyone has heard of SpaceX 's 
Starlink satellite communications 
system, which provides broadband 
internet access anywhere on the 
planet. Less known is its improved 
version, Starshield. Developed for 
the NRO, it is based on the same 
technologies but has additional func-
tionality: specialized cryptographic 
encryption, support for reconnais-
sance satellites, and the establish-
ment of laser inter-satellite data links. 
Furthermore, the spacecraft is capa-
ble of carrying equipment for Earth 
remote sensing and other special-
purpose instruments.

Further development of space tech-
nology, which is moving toward min-
iaturization worldwide, will obviously 
lead to the emergence of universal 
reconnaissance systems based on 
small satellites (mini- and micro-
spacecraft). Some possible applica-
tions for using such satellites for in-
formation collection can already be 
identified.

The first is multispectral reconnais-
sance, where a low-resolution image 
is captured by an onboard telescope 
of minimal diameter, which is then 
converted into a high-quality image 
in real time using onboard equip-
ment. This optical system, which 
does not require a large mirror, is in-
expensive, compact, and offers high-
speed signal processing.

The second is the development of 
electronic reconnaissance. With 
mini-satellites spaced 10‑50 km 
apart, the resolution of a distributed 
space system increases hundreds of 
times due to the expanded measure-
ment base. Such a system, consist-
ing of just three or four satellites, is 
fully capable of meeting the needs 
for enemy monitoring in a local the-
ater of military operations. Moreover, 
it is relatively easily scalable and can 
simultaneously address a host of 
other tasks.

Thus, there is every reason to say 
that over the past decades, satellite 
reconnaissance has become a highly 
sought-after tool for the rapid acqui-
sition of information, and its role will 
only increase in the future. 

Further development of space technology, which 
is moving towards miniaturization worldwide, 
will obviously lead to the emergence of universal 
reconnaissance systems based on small 
spacecraft.

A group of 30 Starlink satellites under the fairing 
of the Falcon 9 launch vehicle. 

International satellite 
constellation A-train 
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Political 
Profiling
Or the Art of “Reading” People
Text: Maria Butina, Anna Kulik, Artyom Kuritsyn

Many books, mostly 
fiction, have been 
written on the currently 
fashionable topic of 
profiling. Films and 
TV series have been 
produced, and some 
publishers have even 
released entire book 
series labeled as such. 
However, as is often the 
case, popular culture 
products lack scientific 
and practical rigour, and 
many people still don't 
fully understand the term. 
Let's take a closer look.

So, 1961. Preparations for the Vienna summit 
are underway. US President John F. Kennedy 
receives a "personality profile" of Soviet leader 
Nikita Khrushchev from CIA specialists. The en-
tire material spans 25 pages, there are some 
quotes:

"Khrushchev is a man of action and decision 
when he can see issues clearly, as black or 
white, but becomes confused and hostile when 
confronted by shades of grey. <…>
His own colleagues probably sold him short 
initially, but they undoubtedly knew from expe-
rience that he could not have escaped Stalin's 
murderous judgement if he had been witless 
or foolishly impulsive. <…>
Westerners who have seen the Khrushchev 
of today close-up have come up with differ-
ent ideas about   what "makes him tick." Some 

conclude that he is a pragmatic man through 
and through, the practical man who spouts 
Communist doctrine from habit rather than 
from conviction. Others have been shocked 
by the completeness of his commitment to that 
doctrine and see his outlook as rigidly framed 
by the ideas of Marx, Lenin, and Stalin. <…>
He is, in fact, perfectly capable of tinkering 
with time-honored doctrines which appear to 
him awkward or outmoded (e.g., Lenin's doc-
trine of the inevitability of war), but he has, on 
the other hand, told Westerners repeatedly 
that their grandchildren will live under a Com-
munist system."

From the point of view of modern domestic 
profiling, the entire original portrait is lyrical, 
contains internal contradictions and overly 
emotional, biased assessments.

Profiling is an integrated method of applied risk-oriented behavioral analysis. Simply put, it's a 
comprehensive study of human behaviour with a specific practical purpose. Initially, this was 
focused on finding criminals and identifying potential malefactors in crowded places. We'll fo-
cus on the use of profiling in politics — in preparation for negotiations, to predict opponents' 
actions, and to potentially influence them.

Let's try to demonstrate how this method developed and was applied in practice using historical 
examples — behavioral portraits of Soviet leaders compiled by American intelligence agencies. Psychological portrait of N.S.Khrushchev made up by the CIA analysts. 1961

psychological workshop psychological workshop
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Answers and explanations
Examples of ideologically charged statements 
include phrases like "model apparatchik" and 
"party hierarchy." Subjective assessments in-
clude expressions like "the most logical succes-
sor," "adventurous schemes," and "he boasted." 
Ambiguous conclusions include "with a conser-
vative bent," "benefited from the mass purges," 
and "demonstrated a high opinion." The analyst's 
uncertainty about his own conclusions and a de-
sire to hedge his statements are evident in ex-
pressions like "apparently," "at least in part," and 
"must have taught."

Nowadays, documents of this kind are prepared 
according to strict rules that significantly reduce 
the influence of the analyst's cognitive biases 
and the possibility of double interpretation by 
those using the profile. Furthermore, the scien-
tific basis for profiling has significantly improved, 
and the opportunities for obtaining information 
about a person have become much greater. 

In the same year, 1961, another CIA unit was 
preparing a profile of Cuban leader Fidel Cas-
tro. His profile is shorter — only two pages. It 
contains less lyricism and ambiguity, as well as 
the so-called Barnum effect (a person's sub-
conscious desire to see oneself or the person 
in question in universal, rather vague terms; in 
everyday life, this manifests itself, for example, 
in belief in astrological forecasts — Ed.).

"Castro has a constant need to rebel, to find an 
adversary, and to extend his personal power 
by overthrowing existing authority. Whenever 
his self-concept is slightly disrupted by criti-
cism, he becomes so emotionally unstable as 
to lose to some degree his contact with reality."

A prognostic component also appears in this 
document.

"He is quite vulnerable to certain kinds of psy-
chological pressure <…> due to his hunger for 
power and his need for recognition and adu-
lation of the masses. If the essential, vulner-
able aspects of his personality are consistent-
ly attacked by those on whose approval he 
counts, the result may be disorganization and 
inefficiency — perhaps even a breakdown of 
the emotional-volitional sphere. This will likely 
manifest as depression or some variant of de-
pression, such as hyperarousal, addiction, or 
increased suspiciousness to the point of com-
plete detachment from reality."

At the same time, reading Castro's profile, 
one senses that American specialists viewed 
their subject through the lens of ideological-
ly charged perception, with an a priori nega-
tive attitude. Today this, of course, is a serious 
mistake. 

After all, the primary goal of any analyt-
ics — and profiling, as we recall, is a method 
of analysis — is to support decision-making. 
This always entails a high level of responsi-
bility, especially when it comes to interstate 
relations. 

We now invite you to examine excerpts from 
the psychological profile of Leonid Ilyich 
Brezhnev, prepared by the CIA in 1969. Try to 
spot any pitfalls that could be dangerous for an 
analyst, such as the presence of ideologically 
charged statements and subjective or ambigu-
ous assessments.

“Brezhnev, a model organization man with a 
conservative bent, in these circumstances 
was the most logical successor <…> to restore 
some order after Khrushchev’s ‘hare-brained 
schemes.’ 
Brezhnev’s early experience as a party official 
probably contributed, at least in part, to his ba-
sic conservatism. He was appointed to his first 
executive positions in 1937–38, when he was 
30 years old. Hence, he benefited directly from 
the massive purge of those years, which prob-
ably coincided with the most formative period 
of his political development. Sucn an experi-
ence must have taught him to ‘keep his pow-
der dry.’ He gradually climbed the ladder of the 
party hierarchy, not as Stalin’s protégé, but as 
Khrushchev’s client, attaining national promi-
nence only in 1950. <…> 
Brezhnev has displayed a high opinion of his 
handling of difficult political situations. In July 

1967, he boasted about his role in the Arab-
Israeli conflict, claiming he had not slept for 
three days and had performed an almost im-
possible job by personally explaining Mos-
cow's position to all the Arab state leaders."

We're confident you've successfully completed 
the task (you can check yourself using the an-
swers and explanations at the end of the article). 
However, to become a true professional profiler, 
you need to utilize much more tools, such as 
rigorous analytical techniques and rules, vari-
ous methods of validating information, including 
those designed to minimize cognitive biases and 
enhance the predictive value of conclusions. 

Scientific profiling methodology is based on 
current knowledge in social psychology, lin-
guistics, psycholinguistics, forensic science 
and criminology, neurobiology, and psychiatry. 
Furthermore, a crucial element of a modern 
profiler's work is situational awareness — an 
understanding of the circumstances (profes-
sional and personal) surrounding the subject of 
their analysis. 

That's it, in a nutshell. We hope you found it 
interesting.

psychological workshop psychological workshop
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communist and collaborated with So-
viet intelligence (codename "Shah"). 
One day, he learned of an impend-
ing search of his home. Onik quickly 
disposed of the evidence, even de-
stroying some things — photos and 
books from the USSR  — except a 
small bust of Stalin, which was very 

dear to him. He immured it in a niche 
in the wall. After the police left, he 
had to break up the cement, which 
had set by then.

It was Onik who introduced his sis-
ter to Gevork. Vartanyan recalled 
the meeting this way: "In 1941, a very 
attractive schoolgirl joined us. Her 
elder brother, an Armenian, was a 
friend of mine from the Light Cavalry. 
I kept an eye on her for two or three 
years, I really liked her. She was 
brave and never refused any tasks. 
And I think it was love that brought 
her into intelligence…"

The Light Cavalry was a combat intel-
ligence group formed by Gevork Var-
tanyan from among his peers. They 
helped to expose Nazi agents in Teh-
ran and find enemies of the USSR. At 
first, the boys ran around the city on 
foot, later they changed for bicycles. 
That’s why the foreign intelligence 
resident in Iran, the distinguished 
Soviet intelligence officer and dip-
lomat Ivan Ivanovich Agayants, for a 
joke gave them this nickname — The 
Light Cavalry. By the way, in 1942 the 

Many years separate Goar and me. 
This is true both in terms of age and 
our time in illegal intelligence. We 
rarely met, but we managed to be-
come, if not friends, then at least 
comrade spirits sharing views on life.

My teacher of Spanish had been the 
legendary deep-cover agent África 
de las Heras. Goar reminded me of 
her when we first met: just as beauti-
ful, well-groomed, elegantly dressed, 
educated, with a magnificent — pol-
ished and literary  — Russian lan-
guage. You wouldn’t even dream of 
talking to her! But then you'd meet 
the kind gaze of her dark, slightly 
slanted eyes, a light half-smile, and 
you'd instantly fall under the charm 
of this extraordinary woman. You felt 
it in your heart that you wanted to be 
near her, talk to her, share your joys 
and sorrows with her  — so simple 
and close to you she was.

Goar was two years younger than 
her husband Gevork. They met in 
Tehran when she was only 13. Her el-
der brother, Oganes (or Onik, as his 
friends called him), was a staunch 

Fame rarely comes to deep-cover agents during their lifetime. The legendary Vartanyan couple 
are among the happy exceptions. They are a telling illustration of a family station, where 
husband and wife walk shoulder to shoulder along the dangerous paths of the “invisible 
front.” On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of Goar Levonovna's birth, “Razvedchik” 
publishes the memoirs of her colleague Tamara Ivanovna Netyksa, who personally knew this 
heroic woman, as well as excerpts from the couple's dossier declassified for the anniversary.

On the 100th anniversary  
of intelligence officer  
Goar Levonovna Vartanyan

Goar’s 
Century 

Text: Tamara Ivanovna Netyksa, deep-cover agent,
retired colonel of the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service

Goar Levonovna Vartanyan
Born on January 25, 1926, in Leninakan (now Gyumri), Armenia, in the Pakhlevanyan family. In 1932, she and her family moved to Iran. 
At 16, she joined the anti-fascist group that her future husband and comrade, Gevork Andreevich Vartanyan, was heading. In 1943, as 
part of the group, she took part in the operation providing for the security of the Tehran Conference. In 1951, the Vartanyans were 
withdrawn to the USSR. In 1956, they graduated from the Yerevan Institute of Foreign Languages, then completed an intense course 
of special training. For 30 years, they worked in special conditions in many countries around the world. In 1986, they finally returned to 
their homeland, and in 1992 their intelligence work was made public. Goar Levonovna was awarded the Order of the Red Banner, the 
Order of Honour, the Order of the Great Patriotic War, 2nd Class, and many medals.

Goar’s parents – Levon and Margaret
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enemy. But while pretending to be 
lovers, we actually fell in love with 
each other, and it was wonderful!"

United by a common goal, bound by 
romance and risk, and a secret care-
fully hidden from their entourage, 
Goar and Gevork firmly determined 
to go through life together. Goar 
said: "Gevork courted me beautifully 
before we got married. He always 
gave me flowers  — roses, chrysan-
themums, as well as brooches, vari-
ous jewelry. I loved it. Even when he 
was young, he was a very serious 
guy, in every single thing. And he 
took our relationship very respon-
sibly: he asked me to marry him in 
1946. I accepted his proposal and 
received the most precious gift — a 
long and happy life together."

They had their first wedding in Teh-
ran on June 30, 1946. Why the first? 
Because the Vartanyans had to mar-
ry twice more for the sake of their in-
telligence work. As Goar said, "I got 
married three times. But I always 
married the same man  — Gevork. 
Just under different names and in 
different countries."

During out infrequent meetings, we 
found out how much we had in com-
mon with Goar: a single, lifelong 
love, ideals, hard work, devotion to 
the Motherland and the oath of al-
legiance. Moreover, Goar never did 
anything halfheartedly. Such was 
the iron will of this seemingly fragile 
woman.

I was always impressed by her man-
ner of speaking, even admired it. A 
very trusting, soft tone, vibrant, even 
purring intonations, a beckoning — I 
wonder where? — half-smile simply 
captivated you! Assessing her as a 
professional, I wondered: "Did they 

teach her all that at our training cen-
ter or is it something natural, innate, 
something Goar consciously applies 
to charm her target?" I couldn't re-
sist asking her directly. Goar, warn-
ing me in French, "entre vous et 
moi" (between you and me), replied 
with a smile: “It is our prearranged 
trick. Gevork was very perceptive, 

found a transmitter and headphones, 
which the boys reported to their cu-
rators. But it turned out the strangers 
weren't enemy agents, but Soviet in-
telligence officers.

Of course, Goar gained fame back 
then, in 1943. The Light Cavalry foiled 
the Nazi attempt to assassinate the 
“Big Three” leaders — participants in 
the Tehran Conference. But this epi-
sode of her courageous work along-
side Gevork became known only 
many years later.

Goar didn’t seem to fit in with the 
aura of grandeur  — she was so 
charming and natural. She was at 
home in all circumstances, commu-
nicating with people of all ranks and 
titles: from the president and general 
to schoolchildren and simple work-
ers. The same was true for her com-
mander and husband. From a young 
age, they found each other at the 
level of the subtle matter of sensa-
tions and the superconductivity of 
their nervous systems, so to say.

Goar shared her inmost feelings with 
me, recalling the beginning of her 
love story with Zhora, as she called 
Gevork: "Georgy had been sizing me 
up for about three years. At first, he 
gave me simple, harmless tasks, ap-
parently testing me. Later missions 
became more complicated, and then 
I was offered to join his Light Caval-
ry. It felt like we were playing games, 
carrying out surveillance missions 
on German agents, unaware of the 
full danger of exposure and even the 
loss of freedom and life. We didn't 
use any intelligence terminology sim-
ply because we didn't know it. Even 
the word 'intelligence' was unknown 
to us. Imagine: a boy and a girl are 
walking down the street, young and 
fond of each other. Who cares about 
them? But we were good actors, we 
enjoyed acting, and we 'acted' en-
thusiastically, never forgetting the 
task at hand  — surveillance of the 

and we understood each other 
without words, with just a glance. If 
we were at a meeting together, he 
would sometimes retreat, as if he 
were 'dropping out' of the conversa-
tion, and cede the 'battlefield' to me. 
Then I would turn on all my charm. 
Without false modesty, I can say that 
it sometimes worked.”

“She is a disciplined and proactive worker, capable of coping with 
difficulties in extreme conditions. She possesses keen observation 
skills and the ability to gain people's trust. She establishes contacts 
easily and knows how to use them effectively. She is a good assis-
tant for Amir. She can perform certain tasks on her own — establish 
operational channels, initiate and develop contacts and so on.”

From an efficiency report. September 1974 

“Amir” and his wife were always active and attentive during the class-
es, asking lots of questions. They completed all assignments with 
initiative and thoughtfulness. Their actions on the test route were 
correct. <...> The Amirovs are a very close-knit couple who work hard 
to improve themselves; they prepare for their work thoroughly and 
with all responsibility.”

From the summary report on the special course  
on identifying surveillance. February 1963

“Amirova” (Editor’s note: Goar Vartanyan received the codename 
“Anita” later) made it clear that she was not satisfied with being “just 
‘Amir’s wife”; she herself wanted to work on our line...”

From a paper pertaining to the initial training period. January 1958 

The wedding dance of Gevork 
and Goar Vartanyan. 1960s

The Vartanyan 
couple abroad. 
1960s

Goar recounted a curious incident 
from her time in the Light Cavalry. One 
day, she spotted two men leaning a 
ladder against the wall and throwing 
some wires onto her family's house. 
She followed them and even secretly 
entered their apartment, where she 

group received a captured German 
Zundap motorcycle, which everyone, 
including Goar, rode. Later, at the age 
of 20, she got behind the wheel of a 
car for the first time, riding an Ameri-
can Jeep. She later felt very proud of 
her excellent driving skills.

Film “Under the 
codename ‘Anita’”

legends of intelligence service legends of intelligence service
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What can you say! It’s top-notch! 
Goar demonstrated her high class 
skills in other areas of operational 
work as well. It's known that she was 
the primary radio operator and cryp-
tographer in the Vartanyan family 
station: “I assembled the equipment, 
encrypted messages, and then dis-
assembled it. Sometimes Georgy 
would take over, but mostly I did.”

I also remember Goar Levonovna 
and I discussing languages  — Rus-
sian as the native language of all So-
viet illegal intelligence officers and 
foreign languages as the primary 
tool of a secret agent while work-
ing in extreme conditions abroad. 
Before meeting Gevork, Goar didn't 
know Russian; in Tehran, they com-
municated in Farsi. In 1951, the Var-
tanyans were sent from Iran to the 
USSR, where they entered the Yere-
van Institute of Foreign Languages. It 
was there that Goar learned Russian, 
reaching native proficiency. Then, 
while preparing for another trip 
abroad, they mastered several other 

languages. But Russian remained 
Goar's native language forever, and 
she regarded it as a symbol of her 
Motherland.

I'll cite one language-related inci-
dent that nearly led Goar and her 
husband to failure  — there were 
such incidents over many years they 
worked undercover. Goar recalled: 

“By Georgy's estimates, we visited 
100 countries during our 45 years 
abroad. And wherever we were, 
we spoke only the language of the 
host country, we even thought in it. 
It was an unwritten rule. One day, I 
went to the hairdresser's and, sitting 
in the chair, I must have relaxed and 
started humming Mikhail Boyarsky's 
famous song: ‘We will rejoice in our 
lifetime…' Zhora, who was nearby, 
immediately disappeared, rushing 
to check on the situation. Luckily, 
no one knew the song was being 
performed in Russian, as I was only 
humming the melody…”

Meetings with Goar were always sub-
stantive and informative. We are very 
similar in that regard as well. Some-
times I even thought we were twins, 
at least in spirit. Take, for example, 
her work with young intelligence of-
ficers, her meetings with youth at 
schools, universities, and public or-
ganizations. Goar's speeches were 
popular with young audiences, and 

she, too, was impressed by modern 
youth: “They're smart, they have a 
bright future, completely different 
conditions for study and professional 
growth. They're our hope. The most 
important thing for them now is to 
study well and love their Motherland. 
If they love their Motherland they will 
succeed.”

During classes at the training cen-
ter, Goar spoke about more specific 
things, professional skills. In particu-
lar, about how one should behave 
during the first contact: “Don't rush, 
don't immediately jump in with ques-
tions like ‘who are you and what po-
sition do you hold?’. First, you need 
to engage the other person, under-
stand who they are, and only then 
you will see the results. You need to 
learn to seize the right moment to 
put in your key words. There's a lot 
of fruit in Armenia, but we say, 'The 
fruit must ripen.' This is also a very 
good rule for intelligence work.”

After 2012, when Gevork Andreevich 
passed away, Goar continued work-
ing with young people: “Without him, 
I follow the same principles in teach-
ing. Thanks to calm, endurance, dis-
cipline, and the ability to analyze cir-
cumstances, Georgy and I held out 
so many years without being discov-
ered. Our life together is a story of 
time, patience, nerves, and constant 
caution.”

Goar Levonovna passed away on 
November 25, 2019. She was buried 
with full military honors at Troyeku-
rovskoye Cemetery in Moscow next 
to her husband. They walked hand in 
hand throughout life and remained 
together even after death… 

“He owes much of his success to his wife ‘Amirova’ who provides all 
possible assistance to her husband in all missions and demonstrates 
due initiative and persistence in her work.” 

From Gevork Vartanyan’s efficiency report. September 1984

In rare minutes of rest abroad. 
1960s

The Vartanyan couple broad. 
1970s

Chairman of the KGB, USSR, V. M. Chebrikov  
presents the Order of the Red Banner  

to Goar Vartanyan. 1986

During a meeting with the President  
of Russia. Moscow. Kremlin. 2016
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The first question concerns your father, 
Mikhail Matveyevich Baturin, a rezident (resi-
dent spy) of the Soviet foreign intelligence in 
Ankara. He is known for his efforts in ensur-
ing Turkey’s neutrality throughout the war and 
keeping its million-strong army from fighting 
alongside Hitler. At what age did you learn 
your father was an intelligence officer?

Probably around five or six years old. There's a 
wonderful information system called "the yard." 
Little children always play together and talk 
about everything they hear, without thinking. 
They have a memory like a tape recorder. Ev-
erything adults say, even casual remarks, sticks 
in their minds. So, I must have picked up some-
thing somewhere…

My father himself told me nothing about his 
work in those years. Only toward the end of his 
life he began to share something. Back then, 
our conversations about intelligence were 
probably limited to watching the film "Sev-
enteen Moments of Spring" together, which, 
incidentally, he commented with great pro-
fessionalism. By the way, my father's close 
friend, a deep-cover intelligence officer Mikhail 

Ivanovich Filonenko, served as a consultant on 
the set of that series. My father had once pre-
pared him for a mission.

Mikhail Matveyevich was also offered to step 
in as a consultant for "Seventeen Moments…," 
but he declined because he had once signed 
a pledge not to say anyone a word about the 
work. And he kept that promise. Only in his lat-
er years he did sometimes sit down and try to 
write his memoirs. He would write something, 
then immediately destroy it.

I'll always remember his words: "What I'm most 
proud of isn't the successes I achieved during 
my service in intelligence, but the fact that I 
never lost a single assistant." That's how he re-
ferred to the sources he worked with. He nev-
er, ever, called them agents. He said that an in-
telligence officer should care for his assistants 
even more than he cares for himself.

Surprisingly, I actually met the son of one of 
Mikhail Matveyevich's assistants. Several 
years ago, he wrote me a letter from abroad, 
telling me that his mother, before passing 
away, had given him a note. There were just 

Yuri Mikhailovich Baturin
He was born on June 12, 1949 in Moscow. In 1973 he graduated from the Faculty of Aerophysics and Space Re-
search of the Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology, in 1980 from the All-Union Correspondence Institute 
of Law (now the Moscow State Law Academy named after O.E. Kutafin), in 1981 from the evening department 
of the Faculty of Journalism of Moscow State University named after M.V. Lomonosov, in 2000 from the Military 
Academy of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, in 2005 from the Diplomatic 
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. From 1973 to 1980 he worked at TsKBEM (now the S.P. Ko-
rolev Rocket and Space Corporation "Energy"), from 1980 to 1993 at the Institute of State and Law of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences. In 1993-1997 he was Aide to the President of Russia, Secretary of the Defense Council of 
the Russian Federation. He completed two space flights: from August 13 to 25, 1998, to the Mir orbital complex, 
and from April 28 to May 6, 2001, to the ISS. From 2010 to 2015, he was Director of the S.I. Vavilov Institute 
for the History of Natural Science and Technology of the Russian Academy of Sciences. He is the author of over 
500 scientific papers and books. He is a Doctor of Law, Professor, and Corresponding Member of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. Hero of Russia (2001).

On the eve of Cosmonautics Day, "Razvedchik" met with a man with a unique 
destiny, one who is at home in both space and intelligence. Hero of Russia 
Yuri Mikhailovich Baturin was born in the family of a distinguished Soviet 
intelligence officer Mikhail Matveyevich Baturin and managed to realize his 
own dream of becoming a cosmonaut.

Hero of Russia, cosmonaut  
Yuri Baturin: 

“Space diplomacy 
has a bright future”
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two words: "Mikhail Baklanov" (my father 
worked under this name in Turkey). And a final 
message: "If things ever get really tough, find 
this man. You can trust him completely; he will 
definitely help you."

When my book about my father, "The Intel-
ligence Officer's Dossier," was published, ex-
cerpts from it appeared online and were trans-
lated into other languages. That's when this 
man saw the name "Mikhail Baklanov." He 
found me and asked me to look into his Russian 
ancestors. I helped him a little, and we even 
met in Moscow. Now I regularly receive holiday 
greetings from him. This example is very tell-
ing, as regards my father's human qualities.

Have you ever considered being a spy?

You know, I learned to read early, starting, 
of course, with my father's books. One day, I 
took one from the shelf, one with a beautiful 
spine. My mother said I disappeared for three 
days, unseen and unheard. It was academician 
S. I.  Vavilov's "Isaac Newton". Then I came to 
my parents and started asking questions, a lit-
tle strange for a four-year-old boy. At first, they 
didn't even believe I'd read the whole book.

Then I began reading my father's other books. 
Among them were memoirs of intelligence of-
ficers; there weren't many of them published 
at the time, and my father had them all. So, 
as a child, I knew a lot about intelligence, as 
well as other military professions. Besides, we 
lived in a departmental house — Leninsky Av-
enue, 30 (then Bolshaya Kaluzhskaya Street), 
near Gagarin Square, where the villages of the 
Moscow region began. Among our neighbors 
were many intelligence officers, for example, 
Iskhak Abdulovich Akhmerov. My father was 
friends with him and even asked him to tutor 
me in English. In short, the intelligence profes-
sion seemed quite ordinary to me back then.

So why did you decide to become a cosmonaut 
and not follow in your father’s footsteps?

Honestly, I never dreamed of becoming a cos-
monaut either. I was planning to become a pilot. 
I read everything I could get my hands on about 
it. I remember A. M. Markusha's book about avia-
tion, which explained airplane design very well 
for children. By the age of five or six, I already 
knew all about it. I also read a lot about the polar 
pilots who took part in the rescue operation of 
the Chelyuskin expedition members.

When did you first start thinking about space?

April 12, 1961. I remember that day well. I was then 
living with my grandparents in the village of Ver-
bilki in the Moscow region. I was studying in the 
afternoon, so I was home in the morning reading 
a book. The radio was playing in the kitchen. Sud-
denly, the call sign came on, heralding an impor-
tant announcement. I wanted to listen to it, and 
at that very moment, my grandmother asked me 
to go and buy some milk. It wasn't far, but I didn't 
want to miss the news, so I sat and waited, but 
still there was no announcement. When at last 
I heard about Yuri Gagarin's flight, I ran joyfully, 
telling the news everyone I met. They, however, 
mostly just thought I was crazy. That's when I re-
alized that first, as I had already decided, I would 
become a pilot, and then, like Gagarin, maybe I 
would fly into space too.

But in my ninth year at school, it turned out I 
was slightly nearsighted. I had to abandon 
my dream of the sky. I began to consider be-
coming an engineer. In 1966, as I was finish-
ing my studies, the education system changed: 
schools switched to a 10‑year curriculum. Tenth 
and eleventh grades graduated in the same 
year, and there was a double competition in 
the universities that made admissions signifi-
cantly more difficult. Some of my classmates' 
parents helped them get into departmental ed-
ucational institutions.

Then, I remember, I went to my father and 
asked if he could facilitate my application. He 
seated me down in front of him and had a thor-
ough conversation with me that I remembered 
for the rest of my life. "First of all," he said, "I've 
achieved everything in life on my own, without 
any patronage. And you will enter the univer-
sity just like that." Then he asked a serious ques-
tion: "How do you know that intelligence needs 
you? And how do you know that you need in-
telligence?" Then he explained that service isn't 
just a job, but a destiny, and you have to live it. 
And he concluded: "You wanted to be an engi-
neer — so go and become one. And believe me, 
if intelligence needs you, it will find you."

I enrolled in the Moscow Institute of Physics 
and Technology (MIPT), majoring in Radio En-
gineering and Cybernetics. I'd been fascinated 
by radio engineering since my youth. In my 

third year, I read a magazine article with a pho-
to of a cosmonaut. And he was wearing glass-
es! My dream of the sky was rekindled, and I 
immediately transferred to the Department 
of Aerophysics and Space Research. I gradu-
ated from MIPT with a degree in Spacecraft 
Control. Afterward, I was hired as an engineer 
at the Rocket and Space Corporation (earlier 
Scientific and Production Association) "Ener-
gia", where I worked for almost 10 years. Then 

I'll always remember my father’s words: "What 
I'm most proud of isn't the successes I achieved 
during my service in intelligence, but the fact 
that I never lost a single assistant."

“

Graduates of the Higher 
Border School of the 
OGPU (extreme right — 
M. M. Baturin). 1929
Father’s photo that 
Y. M. Baturin took with 
him to the ISS

A portrait of 
Yu. A. Gagarin that was 
taken to space. Drawing 
by P. G. Gromushkin, an 
intelligence officer
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I transferred to the Yu. A. Gagarin Cosmonaut 
Training Center. However, I joined the cosmo-
naut corps only when the vision requirements 
for candidates were lowered.

You ended up flying quite late — at 48. What 
was the most challenging part of your prepa-
ration?

I'm not the oldest of those who made the first 
flight; there were others older than me. And 
the hardest part was getting to the launch pad. 
Not physically, of course, but mentally. Every 
cosmonaut understands how dangerous it is; 
anything can happen. It's hard to put these 
thoughts aside.

That's why cosmonauts have a multitude of 
superstitions and traditions, and those prepar-
ing for a flight try to observe them: follow their 
lead, and everything will be fine. One of them 
is to visit the town of Gagarin (Gzhatsk) in the 
Smolensk region, where Yuri Alekseyevich was 
born, on March 9, his birthday, and drink water 
from the well near his house. The superstition 
is: if you don't drink, you won't fly.

I drank it too, it was delicious! And on the 
eve of the flight, I really wanted to talk to 
my father. But since he was no longer alive, 
with the permission of the then director of 
the Foreign Intelligence Service of Russia, 
Vyacheslav Ivanovich Trubnikov, I visited 
the Service's headquarters and stood by 
the stand with Mikhail Matveyevich's pho-
tograph in the Foreign Intelligence History 
Hall. Then I laid flowers at the stele dedicat-
ed to the intelligence officers who gave their 
lives for the Motherland. Vyacheslav Ivanov-
ich explained that this was how they send 
deep-cover intelligence officers abroad. 
Thus, before the flight, I underwent two ritu-
als: one as a cosmonaut and the other one 
as an intelligence officer.

A year ago, you donated some of Mikhail Mat-
veyevich's personal belongings to the Service. 
What were they?

Yes, I gave the medals, several documents, his 
pince-nez, and the map my father used while 
serving as chief of station in Turkey. Among 
the documents were two letters that I find 
particularly interesting. The first one is from 
Mikhail Matveyevich, addressed to his elder 
sister Vera in Leningrad during the siege. The 
second one is also addressed to her from my 
father's colleague who was visiting for work. 
My father respected and loved his elder sis-
ter. These letters were very precious to him 
(more details in the “History of one object” 
section — Ed.).

If you don't mind, let's return to your space-
flight. You've been working toward this for a 
very long time — more than 30 years. Do you 
think it was worth it?

Absolutely! I've never met anyone who re-
turned disappointed. When you find yourself in 
space and see a thin blue strip of atmosphere, 
firstly, you realize how fragile and defenseless 
our Earth is. Secondly, you feel completely dis-
connected, as if you've been removed from 
this world. You return completely changed in-
ternally, with a different worldview.

And, of course, the Earth is so beautiful! On the 
one hand, it hasn't changed for millions of years. 
Millions of years more will pass, and it will remain 
the same. On the other hand, the Earth is always 
different and always incredibly attractive. It's im-
possible to imagine such beautiful pictures. No 
photo or video can convey what the human eye 
sees. This alone is worth flying for.

What do you think about space tourism?

I celebrated my 60th birthday at Everest Base 
Camp. My friends and I hiked there, then 
climbed a bit more and headed back, as we 
weren't prepared for a summit that was already 
beyond our capabilities. And nearby is a cem-
etery of those who went on but overestimated 
themselves. And it's constantly growing. There 
will always be people who will go to the very 
top, risking their lives.

It's the same with space. There will definitely 
be those who want to go there. So, I'll say this: 
space tourism is inevitable. But you can't mix 
it with professional work. Create a separate 
station for tourists, your own ships, and make 
money. The main thing is, don't interfere with 
the cosmonauts.

Does space diplomacy have a future?

It is an interesting question. I once taught a 
course on this topic at the Diplomatic Academy 
of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This 
area, in my opinion, can be considered one of 
the most concrete and practical. And it's not 
even about the fact that our cosmonauts, when 
preparing to fly in the same crew with Ameri-
cans or Japanese, should also be diplomats to 

some extent. Of course, like diplomats, they 
should be familiar with the traditions and cul-
tures of other countries. There is a simple ex-
ample: once, an American woman arrived at 
the station, the Russian crew members greeted 
her, and one kissed her on the cheek. She im-
mediately responded: "Harassment!". That is a 
small detail, but so important!

The hardest part is getting to the launch pad. 
Not physically, of course, but mentally. Every 
cosmonaut understands how dangerous it is; 
anything can happen.

“

I've never met anyone who returned 
disappointed. When you find yourself 
in space and see a thin blue strip of 
atmosphere, firstly, you realize how fragile 
and defenseless our Earth is.

“
Y.M.Baturin (centre), 
T.A.Musabaev and 
D.Tito before the 
launch. Baikonur. April 
28, 2001

With Director of the 
SVR V.I.Trubnikov 
in front of the stele 
honouring Chekist 
intelligence officers. 
Yasenevo. 1998 
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But, of course, the main diplomacy takes place 
on Earth. I'll give you another interesting fact. 
The first agreement on space cooperation be-
tween the US and the USSR was signed with 
the consent of US President John F. Kennedy 
at the height of the Cuban Missile Crisis. Since 
then, no matter how difficult our relations with 
Washington may have been, the space platform 
for contacts has remained. And, by the way, it 
is still free of sanctions. We continue to train in 
the States, and American astronauts come to 
our training center. The exchange of experience 
and communication between specialists have 
never been interrupted. So, I am convinced that 
space diplomacy has a bright future.

Today, the space is once again becoming an 
arena of competition. A new space race is un-
derway, with everyone vying to be the first to 
plant a flag…

I think all these stories with the flag are a thing 
of the past. They were probably important at 
the beginning of the space age. Now we need 
to act differently. We have many things to do on 
Earth that require considerable resources. And 
in space, I believe Russia has three priorities. In 
unmanned space, we need to create our own 
significant satellite constellation. It's expensive, 
but it's necessary to solve specific, practical 
problems on Earth, for our economy.

Secondly, science. We need unmanned space 
stations to the Moon, Mars, and Venus. And 
thirdly, manned spaceflight. We must preserve 
the knowledge and expertise in how to cre-
ate and operate such space equipment. This 
line of work must not be interrupted under 
any circumstances. It's dangerous to think that 
we'll stop for now, and then in ten years, when 
we've earned some money, we'll start flying 
again in all directions. No, everything will be 
lost! We must continue to train people, starting 

with colleges and universities. And mandato-
ry training should be at enterprises. You can't 
build rockets from textbooks and blueprints. 
In production, it's important to pass on experi-
ence, so to speak, from hand to hand; the hu-
man factor is of paramount importance there. 
To preserve skills and abilities, continuity is 
necessary. This is the most important thing.

What can you say about today's youth? Do you 
have any advice for them?

As the head of the Computer Law and Infor-
mation Security Department at Lomonosov 
Moscow State University, I can say: the prob-
lem with today's graduates is that they either 
haven't been taught how to think, or they're 
afraid to. After any question, they turn to the in-
ternet for a quick answer, replacing their mem-
ory with external one. This isn't good.

My advice is this. It is both for those who dream 
of space and for those who want to become intel-
ligence officers. If you don't put in the effort, you 
won't learn anything. The path to a result you can 
be proud of lies not only through time, but also 
through constant hard work. Don't outsource 
your development to information technology. 
Think for yourself. Only then will you grow over 
yourself, only then will you become a true profes-
sional and earn the respect of others. 

The first agreement on space cooperation 
between the US and the USSR was signed at 
the height of the Cuban Missile Crisis. Since 
then, no matter how difficult our relations with 
Washington may have been, the space platform 
for contacts has remained.

“

We must preserve the knowledge and 
expertise in how to create and operate 
space equipment. This line of work 
must not be interrupted under any 
circumstances.

“

Y.M.Baturin (left), 
T.A.Musabaev and 
N.M.Budarin after the 
flight. August 25, 1998

Interviewed  
by Vladislav Ilyin

Self-portrait  
at the orbit. 1998 

Video version  
of the interview
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The letters are addressed to the intel-
ligence officer's elder sister, Vera Mat-
veyevna Baturina, whom Mikhail Mat-
veyevich, having lost his mother at a 
young age, loved very much. The intel-
ligence officer wrote to her specifically 
because he was sure that Vera would 
tell the rest of his relatives about his 
“goings-on” — and exactly what was 
needed. At the time, his sister was a 
junior lieutenant in the NKVD, and, as 
Yuri Mikhailovich Baturin notes, their 
father esteemed her highly and was 
proud of her.

Mikhail Matveyevich spent seven 
years in Turkey, from 1940 to 1947. Ini-
tially, he served as NKVD chief of sta-
tion in Ankara, then as deputy chief of 
station in Istanbul, and from May 1942, 
as NKVD chief rezident (under the 
codename Leonid). He achieved sig-
nificant results. He personally recruit-
ed nine valuable sources, and Soviet 
intelligence continued to work with 
five of them for many years after his 
departure. Largely thanks to M. M. Ba-
turin's efforts, Turkey maintained its 
neutrality during World War II; and its 
million-strong army, despite pressure 
from Berlin, did not engage in com-
bat operations on the side of Nazi 
Germany.

At the same time, despite the very diffi-
cult and all-consuming work of obtain-
ing secret information so vital to the 
Motherland (see Comrade Leonid's 
reports in the “Declassified Archives” 
section), the intelligence officer never 
forgot about his family and cared for 
his loved ones. He was very worried 
about whether his younger brother 
Alexander, arrested in 1938 on a false 
denunciation, had been released. He 
asked his comrades to pass on the 
things specially left in Moscow for the 
brother.

Surprisingly, this correspondence 
continued uninterrupted through-
out the war years. Even with the on-
set of the siege of Leningrad, Mikhail 

The museum collection of the Russian Foreign Intelligence 
Service (SVR) recently acquired rare exhibits — letters from 
Soviet intelligence officer Mikhail Baturin, donated by his son, 
cosmonaut Yuri Baturin. These messages to his family from 
the days of the Great Patriotic War crossed several borders 
and fronts to reach their addressee in the besieged Leningrad 
from Turkey, where Mikhail Matveyevich worked at the time.

From the “invisible front” 
to besieged Leningrad
Letters from intelligence officer Baturin
Text: Tatyana Ogneva

Mikhail Matveyevich Baturin
Born on November 6, 1904, in Taganrog. His family moved to Baku in 1913. During the days of the Baku Commune, at the age of 13, 
he volunteered for the Red Guards and served as an aide to P. A. Dzhaparidze, the Commissar of Internal Affairs of the Baku Council of 
People's Commissars. In 1920, he joined the Red Army, then was transferred to the Special Department of the All-Russian Extraordinary 
Commission attached to the 32nd Division of the 11th Army. In 1929, he graduated from the Higher Border School and was taken on the 
staff at the Border Troops Directorate of the Transcaucasian GPU. From 1937 to 1940, he studied Turkish and French at the N. N. Nari-
manov Institute of Oriental Studies. In 1939, he was transferred to foreign intelligence and, after completing his studies, was sent on a 
long-term foreign assignment to Turkey. Upon his return, he worked in the central office, then taught at the Higher Intelligence School 
(now the Academy of Foreign Intelligence).
He was awarded the Order of Lenin, two Orders of the Red Banner, the Order of the Red Banner of Labour, the Order of the Patriotic War 
1st Class, the Order of the Red Star, and many medals.

Matveyevich's colleagues managed, 
overcoming all obstacles, to regularly 
deliver his correspondence to the ad-
dress. He wrote to Vera Matveyevna, 
trying his best to support her: “If we all 
experienced and endured hardship 
and need in our childhood, then why, 
really, can't we bear it now, when there 
is a deadly struggle with the enemy for 

Vera Baturina, the intelligence officer’s sister

brother “was alright in every way” and 
that they would soon see each other 
“in their native Leningrad, once again 
sparkling with its evening lights.”

Upon his return to his homeland, the 
intelligence officer met his sister, who 
had managed to survive the siege and 
kept all of her brother's letters, which 
had given her hope during the most 
difficult times. Vera Matveyevna care-
fully preserved them until her passing 
in 1971. Only recently did the intelli-
gence officer's son deem it possible to 
donate the family correspondence to 
the headquarters of the Russian For-
eign Intelligence Service. 

the right for our Motherland and our 
children to live and exist?”

If there were no news for a long 
time — sometimes the operational sit-
uation did not allow M. M. Baturin to be 
distracted by personal messages  — 
his comrades would write to his sister 
themselves. They assured her that her 
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Commander-in-Chief, People's Com-
missar for Foreign Affairs Chicherin, 
CC RCP.
<…> All our ciphers, due to their sim-
plicity, get deciphered by the en-
emy. Our radio traffic is an excel-
lent means of enemy’s orientation 
as our adversary has the opportu-
nity to read a number of our highly 
classified military, operational, and 
diplomatic ciphers. In particular, the 
highly classified correspondence be-
tween the People's Commissariat of 
Foreign Affairs and its representa-
tive offices in Tashkent and Europe 
is known word for word to the Brit-
ish, who have organized a whole 
network of special-purpose stations 
specifically to eavesdrop on our ra-
dios. Keys for ciphers that could not 
be immediately deciphered were 
sent from London, where the Brit-
ish placed a Russian subject, Fetter-
lein, who had previously managed 

this matter in Russia, at the head of 
the cipher department. The overall 
conclusion is that our enemies, par-
ticularly England, were constantly in-
formed of all our military, operation-
al, and diplomatic work.”

The task to bring order to crypto-
activities was entrusted to the Che-
ka, within which, 105 years ago, on 
January 28, 1921, the Special De-
partment was created in accordance 
with Order No. 22. An experienced 
revolutionary, former chairman of the 
Petrograd Cheka, and member of the 
Collegium of the Cheka, Gleb Ivanov-
ich Bokiy, was appointed as its head.

Just a month later, the Cheka board 
proposed the creation of a state in-
terdepartmental cryptographic com-
mission under the Council of People's 
Commissars (Sovnarkom), headed 
by the same G. I. Bokiy, and including 

October 1917. The recent revolution drastically changed Russia’s fate. A radical overhaul of many 
pre-existing state structures and institutions became necessary. The cryptographic service 
was no exception, requiring its creation almost from scratch in the nascent Soviet Union.

Text: Andrey Kudrin

Lubyanka’s  
First Ciphers 

In the first years after the revolution, 
the Soviet authorities had an ex-
tremely limited arsenal of materials 
and human resources. In the condi-
tions of the Civil War, it was impos-
sible to pay due attention to the re-
organization of the cryptographic 
service. Therefore, old codes and 
ciphers from tsarist Russia, such as 
Respublika, Moskva, Sekunda, were 
used. These ciphers were known to 
the enemy and could not be con-
sidered as an effective means of 

protecting information. Most of the 
pre-revolutionary cryptographers 
were hostile to the Bolsheviks’ vic-
tory and left their jobs. Those who 
agreed to work with the Soviets were 
dispersed across the field headquar-
ters and the Red Army fronts.

According to archives, it appears that 
in 1918‑1920, foreign, primarily Brit-
ish, intelligence services and, with 
their assistance, White Guard orga-
nizations partially deciphered the 

diplomatic and military correspon-
dence of the Soviet state. Special 
attention was also paid to the activi-
ties of the All-Russian Extraordinary 
Commission (Cheka). In particular, 
enemies learned about the Chek-
ists' uncovering of the Ambassadors’ 
Plot in August 1918, led by the head 
of the special British mission to the 
Soviet government, with the active 
participation of British intelligence of-
ficer Sidney Reilly. Sidney Reilly man-
aged to escape abroad, but later, 

as a result of a brilliant intelligence 
operation, he was lured back to the 
USSR where he met his just retribu-
tion. (For more details, see Razved-
chik № 3 (12), 2025).

In a letter to V. I. Lenin on August 20, 
1920, Georgy Vasilyevich Chicherin, 
the People's Commissar for For-
eign Affairs of the Russian Soviet 
Federative Socialist Republic (RS-
FSR), directly addressed the issue 
of maintaining the correspondence 
secrecy: “Foreign governments use 
more complex encryption methods 
than those used in the Soviet Union, 
and while we constantly change the 
key, the system itself is well known 
to many former tsarist officials and 
military personnel who are current-
ly in the service of the White Guard 
abroad”.

This state of affairs led the Soviet 
leadership to take measures to im-
prove the security of classified com-
munications and make them more 
difficult to decipher. In September 
1920, the Political Bureau instruct-
ed Lev Davidovich Trotsky, People's 
Commissar for Military and Naval Af-
fairs, to create a commission com-
posed of representatives from the 
military Commissariat, the People's 
Commissariat of Internal Affairs, the 
Central Committee of the Russian 
Communist Party, and the People's 
Commissariat for Posts and Telegra-
phy to study the issue and propose 
solutions.

At that point, the issue had grown 
to an immense size. As evidence, 
we cite a telegram dated Decem-
ber 19, 1920, signed by Trotsky’s fu-
ture deputy, and at that time — the 
Commander of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine and Crimea, Mikhail Vasily-
evich Frunze:
“Moscow, to the Chairman of the 
Council of People's Commissars 
Lenin, Chairman of the Revolu-
tionary Military Council Trotsky, 

Gleb Ivanovich Bokiy
G. I. Bokiy was born in 1879 in Tiflis. He graduated from 
secondary school in the town of Izyum and entered the 
Empress Catherine II Mining Institute in St. Petersburg, 
but did not complete his education. At 18, he joined the 
League of Struggle for the Emancipation of the Working 
Class. From 1900, he became a RSDLP member. He led the 
Bolshevik underground in St. Petersburg (under the pseud-

onyms Kuzma, Dyadya, and Maxim Ivanovich) and contributed to the publication of the Pravda 
newspaper. He was arrested 12 times, imprisoned, and twice exiled to hard labour. In October 
1917, he joined the Petrograd Military Revolutionary Committee and was one of the leaders of 
the armed uprising. He developed a number of mathematical cipher systems.

Since the 13th century, “secret writing” was 
used in Russia: litorea, or gibberish writing. It is 
known, for example, that Metropolitan Cyprian 
used it in correspondence with Sergius of 
Radonezh and Maxim the Greek. 

Crypto-facts from Russian history  
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representatives from the People's 
Commissariats of Foreign Affairs, Mili-
tary Affairs, and Foreign Trade. Lenin 
supported the idea, drafting the follow-
ing resolution: “Instruct the head of the 
Cheka's cryptographic department to 
take measures to supervise, control, 
and direct cryptographic operations 
in the Republic and to submit a corre-
sponding draft resolution to the Small 
Council, coordinating it primarily with 
the most interested departments”.

On April 12, 1921, G. I.  Bokiy ad-
dressed a meeting of the Small 
Council of People's Commissars with 
a draft Resolution of the Council of 
People's Commissars he had pre-
pared. Here is the text of the docu-
ment almost verbatim:

“Considering:
—  the Republic’s absence of a cen-
ter that unites and directs the activi-
ties of the encryption bodies of vari-
ous departments, and the resulting 
lack of system and randomness in 
the organization of cipher work,
—  the possibility, due to this, of the 
deep awareness of enemies of the 
Workers and Peasants State of the 
Republic's secrets,

The Council of People's Commissars 
resolved:
To establish within the All-Russian Ex-
traordinary Commission a “Special 
Department”, the staff of which is ap-
proved by the Chairman of the Che-
ka. The head of the Special Depart-
ment is appointed by the Sovnarkom

The terms of reference of the Spe-
cial Department at the Cheka shall 
include:

I. Setting up an Encryption Service 
in the RSFSR:
1.  Scientific development of cipher-
related issues:
a)  Analysis of all existing and pre-
viously used Russian and foreign 
ciphers;
b) Creation of new ciphers systems;
c) Compilation of cipher descriptions 
and directives on cipher-related top-
ics and cipher usage;
d)  Collection of archives and litera-
ture on cryptography to concentrate 
it at the Special Department;
e)  Compilation and publication of 
guides on encryption issues.

2. Examination and development of 
cipher systems:
a) Examination of all currently active 
ciphers and the procedures for their 
use by the cryptographic services;
b) Final processing of instructions on 
encryption and the use of ciphers, 

development of rules for cryptogra-
phy services operation;
c)  Distribution of newly devel-
oped cipher systems among all 
departments.

3.  Organization of the educational 
component:
a)  Development of a cryptographer 
school curriculum;
b) Establishment of a cryptographer 
school;
c) Staffing the school with instructors 
and students.

4.  Inventory of the staff of crypto-
graphic bodies. Monitoring the law-
ful organization of cryptographic op-
erations. Instruction and inspection 
of cryptographic bodies:
a) Inventory and verification of all per-
sonnel of all cryptographic bodies;
b) Distribution of personnel from all 
cryptographic bodies among them, 
depending on the individual quali-
ties of each employee and the actu-
al need for personnel in a particular 
cryptographic body, as well as de-
pending on the state importance of 
each institution;
c)  Purging unreliable and incapa-
ble elements from all cryptographic 
bodies;
d) Monitoring the lawful organization 
of cryptographic operations in all 
cryptographic bodies;
e) Instructing and inspecting all cryp-
tographic bodies and implementing 
the Instructions and rules for crypto-
graphic operations.

II. The Establishment of Decryption 
Operations in the RSFSR

1. Investigating methods for compre-
hensive interception of all enemy, 
foreign, and counter-revolutionary 
radio, telegrams, and mail;

F. E. Dzerzhinsky (centre)  
and G. I. Bokiy (third right)  
at an OGPU Board meeting. 1922

In 1549, the first cipher specialists appeared 
in the state service. “Diaks” and “podyachies” 
(clerks) of the Posolsky Prikaz (Ministry of foreign 
affairs of the time) created special keys (codes) for 
encrypting and decrypting documents. 

Crypto-facts from Russian history  

In 1633, Patriarch Filaret of Moscow and All Russia 
ordered a duma diak to “write in such an intricate 
letter that it would not be known in those lands.” 

Crypto-facts from Russian history  

2.  Identification of keys for hostile, 
foreign, and counter-revolutionary 
cryptographic systems;
3.  Decryption of all enemy, for-
eign, and counter-revolutionary ra-
dio transmissions, telegrams, and 
letters.

Gleb Ivanovich's proposals were ap-
proved. On May 5, 1921, the Small 
Council of People's Commissars 
issued Resolution  No. 672, mark-
ing the start of creation of a unified 
cryptographic service in the country. 
Here is an excerpt from the text:

"The Council of People's Commis-
sars, having considered the issue of 
encryption departments, decided:
1. To establish a Special Department 
within the Cheka. The Head of the 
Special Department can only be a 
member of the Cheka Collegium.
2. The Special Department under the 
Cheka unites all the cipher bodies of 
the RSFSR, controls and directs all 
the activities of such organs.
3. All orders and circulars of the Special 
Department of the Cheka concerning 
all matters of cryptographic and decryp-
tion affairs are mandatory for execution 
by all agencies of the RSFSR”.

Order of the administrative office of Cheka 
(collage). January 28, 1921. Central archive  
of the FSB of Russia
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G. I.  Bokiy's staff began their work 
by carefully studying the archives of 
the pre-revolutionary Russian cryp-
tographic service: old codes, radio 
intercept materials, and decoded 
documents. The Chekists discovered 
that between 1913 and 1916, Russian 
specialists had decrypted 1,157 tele-
grams from Austria, 852 from Bulgar-
ia, 231 from Germany, and 406 from 
Turkey. In order to supplement the in-
formation databases, copies of docu-
ments received via the Central Tele-
graph and delivered by diplomatic 
mail were continued. Part of foreign 
encrypted correspondence was in-
tercepted on the instructions of the 
Cheka and military department at the 
Serpukhov radio station of the Revo-
lutionary Military Council and other 
radio stations, such as Shabolovs-
kaya. However, the imperfect and 
worn-out equipment did not allow 
for a high level of reliability in the re-
ceived texts. As a result, work began 
on the development and introduc-
tion of their own special equipment.

The first results appeared on the ex-
ternal circuit: in early June 1921, the 
digital five — figure code used by the 
German envoy to Soviet Russia was 
hacked, which made it possible to 
open all his correspondence on the 
Moscow-Berlin line, to control com-
munication with the German consul-
ates in Petrograd, Kiev, Odessa and 
other cities. In August of the same 
year, Chekists began to "read" Turk-
ish telegrams and started their work 
on the British. Colleagues from the 
Foreign Department (foreign intel-
ligence) provided great help in this, 

managing to get more than a dozen 
English codes.

Later on Soviet cryptologists also 
had significant successes. In 1924, 
they managed to crack the codes 
of the Polish Army General Staff's 
intelligence department for com-
munications with military attachés 
in Moscow, Paris, London, Tallinn, 
Washington, and Tokyo. By that time, 
the Special Department was work-
ing over codes of approximately 
15 countries. Interception of Japa-
nese correspondence began in 1927, 
and American correspondence fol-
lowed in 1930.

An equally important task of the Spe-
cial Department was to open up “in-
ternal” encrypted correspondence, 
that is, secret messages from White 
Guard and other counterrevolution-
ary organizations. Archival docu-
ments confirm that Chekists were 
able to crack hundreds of differ-
ent ciphers, keys and conventions 
used by activists and leaders of the 
White Movement, read thousands of 
their reports and secret documents. 
For example, virtually all correspon-
dence of the Union for the Defense 
of the Motherland and Freedom, cre-
ated in June 1921 and led by the ex-
perienced underground operative 
and terrorist Boris Savinkov, was de-
ciphered. The information obtained 
about safe houses, secret addresses 
and passwords made it possible by 
the end of 1922 to liquidate all the 
cells of the said Union on the terri-
tory of the Soviet state, and in the 
summer of 1924 to bring B. Savinkov 
to the USSR and arrest him.

Later, through the operational ca-
pabilities of the INO, it was pos-
sible to obtain the ciphers of White 
immigrant organizations in London 
and Paris. And in 1936, the staff of 
the Special Department uncovered 
the ciphers of the National Socialist 
Party of Germany, which were used 

in external correspondence (the key 
was to rearrange the substitution ci-
pher based on the swastika image).

Another indisputable merit of Gleb 
Ivanovich and his associates should 
be considered the creation of reli-
able domestic ciphers, which signifi-
cantly increased the security of se-
cret government correspondence. 
In 1921 alone, 96 new codes were 
put into effect on various communi-
cation lines. At first, adapted foreign 
analogues were mainly used. Among 
them were Pulemet, Agitator, Stoikiy 
etc. And after three years of hard work, 
a really significant result came, as evi-
denced by the telegram of the Sec-
retary of the Central Executive Com-
mittee of the USSR, Avel Safronovich 
Yenukidze, dated September 2, 1924: 
“Congratulations to Comrade G. I. Bo-
kiy on the completion of the compi-
lation of the “Russian Code”  — this 
huge and complex work.”

Besides founding the cryptographic 
service, G. I.  Bokiy can also be con-
sidered initiator of the introduction 
of secrecy regime in the USSR. At 

his insistence, in accordance with a 
circular from the Special Department 
dated June 11, 1923, restrictions were 
imposed on all individuals involved in 
classified correspondence, as well as 
their family members, regarding vis-
its to foreign missions and contacts 
with their employees. On the instruc-
tion of Gleb Ivanovich, the first classi-
fication system of secret information 
in our country was developed. In De-
cember 1923, the “List of issues on 
which correspondence is classified 
as secret” (an equivalent to the mod-
ern “List of information classified as 
a state secret”) introduced three de-
grees of secrecy of documents: “top 
secret”, “secret” and “confidential.”

G. I.  Bokiy headed the Special De-
partment for over 15 years. Under 
him, the domestic cryptography ser-
vice gained momentum laying the 
basis for its many successes during 
the war and post-war period. For 
example, in 1950s his followers cre-
ated a Soviet analogue of the Ger-
man cipher machine “Enigma” — the 
legendary M-125 “Fialka”. But that's 
quite another story… 

M-125-3M (“Fialka-3M”) — third version of the 
Soviet disk electromechanical cipher-encryption 
machine. © Cryptography museum

In 1702, Peter the Great personally participated 
in the creation of ciphers and organized his 
cryptographic service, the Embassy Office. 

«Криптофакты» из русской истории

In 1744, Catherine II ordered all employees of the 
Collegium of Foreign Affairs working along the 
encryption line “not to talk about these matters 
with any outsiders, nor to go to the courts of 
foreign ministers or have any communication 
or company with them.”

Crypto-facts from Russian history

Subsequently, the Soviet crypto-
graphic service changed its name 
several times: the 8th Special De-
partment of the Cheka, the Special 
Department of the GPU / OGPU (State 
Political Directorate / Joint State Polit-
ical Directorate), the 9th Department 
of the GUGB NKVD of the USSR 
(Main Directorate of State Security), 
but it always maintained the neces-
sary degree of autonomy, being able 
to transmit information directly to 
both the government and the Politi-
cal Bureau. Other Cheka units were 
instructed to send to the Special 
Department “all kinds of keys to ci-
phers, encrypted correspondence 
and documents found during search-
es and arrests, as well as those ob-
tained through informants, agents, 
or by chance.”

An encrypted letter of Peter the Great  
to the Russian envoy in Berlin
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More documents on the 
SVR of Russia site
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Document 1.
Cipher telegram  
from Istanbul.  
July 4, 1941

Document 2.
Cipher telegram  
from Istanbul.  
July 4, 1941
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Document 3.
Cipher telegram  
from Ankara.  
July 11, 1941
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Document 3.
Cipher telegram  
from Ankara.  
July 11, 1941
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Document 4.
Cipher telegram  
from Istanbul.  
August 31. 1941

Document 4.
Cipher telegram  
from Istanbul.  
August 31. 1941
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Document 4.
Cipher telegram  
from Istanbul.  
August 31. 1941

Document 5.
Efficiency report 
on M. M. Baturin. 
August 4, 1942
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Document 6.
A memo drawn  
up by M. M. Baturin 
(fragment).  
October 23, 1946

Document 6.
A memo drawn  
up by M. M. Baturin 
(fragment).  
October 23, 1946
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Document 6.
A memo drawn  
up by M. M. Baturin 
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October 23, 1946

Document 6.
A memo drawn  
up by M. M. Baturin 
(fragment).  
October 23, 1946

More documents on the 
SVR of Russia site
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Elena Yurievna, you've been managing the 
museum for 25 years now. How much has it 
changed during this time?

I think we should start counting from a little over 
200 years ago. A quarter of a century in the life 
of a museum it’s a very short time. In the mid-
19th century, the architect Konstantin Andreyev-
ich Thon built the Armoury Chamber  — the 
treasury of the Romanov dynasty. It stored ap-
proximately 5,000 exhibits, but now it contains 
over 160,000, of which only 20 % are on display. 
While not every museum can display such a 
large number, it's usually no more than 5‑10 %.

Two centuries ago, guided tours weren't held 
every day, as the Kremlin was the imperial 
residence. Back then, newspapers advertised 
when groups could visit it. The route started 
at the Grand Kremlin Palace, passed through 
the Armoury Chamber, and ended in the Tsar's 
Courtyard. Things are obviously different to-
day: we welcome over three million people an-
nually, and the tours have been developed for 
a wide range of target groups.

What has become more complicated today, 
and what, on the contrary, has become easier?

Year after year, we accumulate experience, 
which simplifies the solution of many problems. 
Our museum survived Napoleon's invasion and 
the Great Patriotic War. In 1812, significant dam-
age was caused to the Kremlin churches, but 
they were structurally incorporated into the 
museum only a century later, in 1912. And we 
should acknowledge the effort of those in-
volved in evacuation, because on the base of 
the principles established then, today we con-
tinue to guide the packing of exhibits in every 
museum in the country.

Modern technology also makes our work easi-
er. The development of 3D printers, lasers, and 
storage systems makes it possible to protect 
the most fragile relics. However, the challenge 
of withstanding the ravages of time remains: 
we preserve paper historical monuments un-
der special conditions, exhibiting them for 
no more than two or three months every few 
years. The lifespan of fabric is also limited.

March 2026 marked 220 years since the Moscow Kremlin received museum 
status, although it has been a treasure trove almost since its foundation. For 
the past quarter century, it has been headed by Elena Yurievna Gagarina. 
"Razvedchik" spoke with the chief treasurer of one of the world's most visited 
museums about its current operations and future plans.

Elena Yurievna Gagarina
Born in April 17, 1959, in township Pechenga, Murmansk Region, she is the eldest daughter of the first cosmo-
naut, Yuri Gagarin. She is a graduate of Lomonosov Moscow State University and holds a PhD in art history. She 
worked at the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts for over twenty years. In April 2001, by presidential decree, 
she was appointed Director General of the Moscow Kremlin Museums. She serves on the Commission of the 
Russian Federation for UNESCO and the Patriarchal Council for Culture. She has been awarded the Order of 
Friendship, the Order of Merit for the Fatherland, 3rd and 4th classes, and many other awards, including foreign 
ones, including the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes, and of Malta and 
the Order of the Legion of Honour.

Director of the Moscow Kremlin Museums  
Elena Gagarina: 

“Museum activities
are a true universe”
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residence of the head of state. Today, we have 
become more open. For better understanding, 
let us put it like this: until the 1990s, the Kremlin 
practically never hosted international exhibitions.

It's also worth mentioning that our museum 
occupies a very modest space: the Armory 
Chamber is only two thousand square meters. 
There are also two small exhibition halls, each 
is 200 square meters. Despite our vastly differ-
ent size, we're comparable in terms of visitor 
numbers to the Hermitage. However, we plan 
to expand. We've been working on the building 
at 5 Red Square for quite some time now. We 
hope to welcome our first visitors there soon.

Did the special military operation in Ukraine 
and the sanctions that followed affect the 
museum's work?

Of course, we felt it. We've maintained dia-
logue with museum specialists abroad, but 
we're not yet talking about sending exhibits 
back and forth. Before these events, we had 
many projects in Europe, America, Japan, and 
all over the world. Now we also have interest-
ing opportunities. For example, South Korea is 
requesting some items from us, but we're not 
ready to offer them anything yet.

Nevertheless, we continue to promote Russian 
culture. Bahrain, Belarus, China, and Oman are 
open to cooperation. Many other countries are 
also willing to host us, but they lack the neces-
sary display systems for our exhibits. Among 
them is India, a country with challenging cli-
mate conditions, which could mean the last trip 
there for our relics.

There have also been visible changes in the 
structure of foreign tourists. Their number has 
decreased, and now we are seeing more Chi-
nese citizens and visitors from the Arab world.

What projects are you preparing for visitors 
during the upcoming spring-summer season?

More than ten exhibitions are planned for 
2026. Naturally, it's impossible to cover them 
all in detail, so I'll just name a few.

The exhibition "Descendants of Genghis Khan: 
Rus' and the World" has been open since Janu-
ary 10th and will be open until July 19th, 2026. 
It contains items from state museums, including 
the Hermitage, and private collections. Many 
exhibits are being shown to the public for the 
first time. Furthermore, we are telling visitors a 
story that goes far beyond the surface.

In early May, an exhibition will open that is a 
rare event for us: we will be displaying a gift 
from collector Oleg Pavlovich Loginov  — 
56 masterpieces of silversmithing from the 15th 
to the first half of the 20th centuries, including 
cups, mugs, and glasses made by Russian mas-
ters and their colleagues from Nuremberg and 
Augsburg. The Kremlin Museums have never 
received such a gift.

This summer, we're bringing the "Peter the 
Great and Catherine the Great" exhibition to 
China. It will be opened in Wuhan (Hubei Prov-
ince) on July 1st and then will be moved to the 
Shanghai World Expo Museum. Key items in-
clude Peter the Great's caftan and cross, Peter 
II's caftan, and a pitcher and cup given by Tsari-
na Natalia Kirillovna to Tsarevich Alexey.

The exhibition “Looking into Heaven: Trea-
sures of Russian Museums” is planned in the 
Hong Kong Palace Museum in the fall. This is 
a joint project with the State Tretyakov Gal-
lery and the State History, Architecture and 
Art Vladimir-Suzdal Museum-Reserve. We are 
sending 13 objects to the exhibition.

In October, a single-piece exhibition dedicated 
to the icon “The Last Judgment”  — the ear-
liest example of this subject in the art of the 

What was the most interesting or significant 
event over the past 25 years?

Again, we should start a little bit earlier. Just 
over 35 years ago, the museum became one of 
the first sites put on the UNESCO World Heri-
tage List. My colleagues and I were then faced 
with the task of presenting to the world our re-
markable collections of ancient Russian and 
European art, which are the most exceptional 
among those held in state collections.

In those years, many people both in Russia and 
abroad did not even imagine that the Kremlin 
was also a museum. It was seen primarily as the 

Many people both in Russia and abroad 
did not even imagine that the Kremlin 
was also a museum. It was seen 
primarily as the residence of the head 
of state.

“

Exhibition «West 
European Silver of the 
13th — 19th centuries”. 
The Armoury Chamber

Museums of the Moscow Kremlin
Museum Association (since March 10, 1806, in accordance with the Decree of Alexander I). From 1938 to 1960, it was a structural 
subdivision of the Moscow Kremlin Commandant's Office; since 1960, it was an independent institution again; since 2011, it has been 
the Moscow Kremlin State History and Culture Preserve. It includes the Armoury Chamber, the Ivan the Great Bell Tower complex, the 
Assumption, Archangel, and Annunciation Cathedrals, the Church of the Deposition of the Robe, and the Museum of 17th Century 
Russian Culture. It also contains a research library, archives, and restoration workshops. The collection contains over 160,000 items. It 
is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Fragment of the 
exhibition “The Kremlin 
legends: Russian 
romanticism and the 
Armoury Chamber”
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How do you work with young people? How do 
you engage them in learning history?

We're developing new formats for presenting 
information to children and teenagers. For ex-
ample, we offer a creative activity called “Heral-
dic Detective”, designed for children aged 9‑11. 
The goal is to reconstruct the coats of arms of 
ancient Russian peoples. Our search game for 
the youngest children, “Lion Hunt” (aged 6‑8), 
is a great hit. We also engage teenagers in 
more serious ways through the programs “Sto-
ries of the Tsar's Treasury” and “From Rose to 
Thistle: Flower Symbolism in Art”.

But to attract a new generation, you need core 
values, usually instilled by parents or a dedi-
cated teacher. Forcing children to go to muse-
ums is pointless. It’s not the attractiveness of 
exhibitions that’s the problem. I'm deeply con-
vinced that if adults don't take their children to 
museums or the opera, where they share their 
experiences and tell them the history of the 
country, young people themselves won't enjoy 
such activities.

What's your opinion on multimedia technolo-
gy in museums? Will we ever see, for example, 
a robot tour guide in the Kremlin?

As for new technologies, I'm certainly posi-
tive about them, but within reasonable limits. 
They're necessary and important when you 
need to show an exhibit from different angles, 
inform about the restoration work, and enlarge 
details that aren't visible to the naked eye, es-
pecially through a glass case.

For example, as part of the exhibition of the 
icon “Last Judgment”, visitors will be able to 
learn about the various methods and stages 
of its scientific restoration using media tech-
nology. We display digital macro images of the 
surface, the icon's image under ultraviolet and 
X-ray light, and a cartogram of its state of pres-
ervation. However, the screens should not dis-
tract visitors from the main focus.

Much more in demand in museums are tech-
nologies for preserving exhibits. For example, 
there used to be no such thing as a vacuum 
table. Now we use it to clean fabric and pa-
per — the most difficult-to-preserve materials. 

There was also no laser welding to repair a tear 
in metal.

I don't think we'll need a robot tour guide; it's 
much more pleasant to communicate with our 
guides, who know history very well and can an-
swer any questions.

The media has reported on archaeological ex-
cavations underway on the Kremlin grounds. 
So, is there still something unknown? Are they 
finding anything interesting?

There's never a lull in this field. Researchers 
from the Institute of Archaeology of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences continue archaeo-
logical exploration of our territory. Excavations 
have been conducted in the lower part of the 
Taynitsky Garden at the foot of Kremlin Hill and 
in other locations within the Kremlin. Recently, 
the remains of 12th century residential build-
ings and over five thousand artifacts were dis-
covered there, adding to our collection.

Among them is a remarkably preserved birch 
bark letter, written in ink. It's an inheritance 
document containing nearly 400 (!) words. An 
extremely rare example of ancient Slavic script! 
Unfortunately, we cannot display such a relic 
widely; it would quickly perish simply from ex-
posure to light. But we are carefully studying 
it, writing about it, and promoting it as much as 
possible.

What period of Russian history interests you 
most? Do you have any favorite exhibits?

Honestly, I don't have any favorite periods in 
history or exhibits; in my work, absolutely ev-
erything is fascinating. For me, museum work is 
an entire universe. You see, the more informa-
tion we gain about our exhibits or a particular 
historical era, the more fascinating it becomes. 
And new things are constantly emerging: when 
researchers write articles, when we compile 
collection catalogs, and, of course, when we 
arrange exhibitions.

And finally, tell me, why should everyone visit 
the Kremlin Museums at least once in their life?

The Kremlin is the beginning of all begin-
nings for anyone who loves Russian history 

and desires to delve deeper into it. It houses 
the finest collection of Russian art, as well as 
striking pieces of European art that were once 
treasured at the Tsar’s court. The finest, most 
astonishing exhibits, treasures any museum in 
the world would covet, are housed in the Krem-
lin. Come to see them! 

Moscow Principality from the turn of the 14th 
and 15th centuries  — will be opened in the 
Grand Vestibule of the Kremlin Armoury. The 
icon underwent a lengthy restoration — almost 
10 years — and is little known to general public.

Projects are also planned in other Russian cit-
ies. From August “White Gold of the Kremlin” 
will be exhibited at the State Historical Muse-
um branch in Tula, the exhibition “Ambassado-
rial gifts to the Russian tsars” will be opened in 
the N. I. Grodekov Khabarovsk Regional Muse-
um in September. The State Historical Museum 
of the Southern Urals will host the exhibition 
“Heavenly Azure”.

It’s not the attractiveness of exhibitions 
that’s the problem. I'm deeply convinced 
that if adults don't take their children 
to museums or the opera, where they 
share their experiences and tell them 
the history of the country, young people 
themselves won't enjoy such activities.

“

Exhibition «Ancient 
state regalia and formal 
ceremonial items of 
13th — 18th centuries”. 
The Armoury Chamber

Birch bark letter. Rus’, 
Moscow. Late 14th — 
early 15th centuries. 
The Moscow Kremlin 
Museums

Interviewed  
by Mikhail Pogudin
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Maria Valeryevna, could you please tell us 
what profiling is and why this word is so pop-
ular now?

Profiling is a professional field that uses a com-
plex of scientific and applied methods for de-
termining a person's profile and predicting 
their behavior. There are different types of pro-
filing, such as forensic profiling, political profil-
ing, and business profiling.

FAQ: What is the difference between profiling 
and applied psychology? This topic could be 
the subject of a long article, but I will try to be 
brief. Profiling is an integrated method. It has 
absorbed all the essential knowledge from 
various sciences, not just psychology. It arose 
from the necessity to create a portrait of an in-
dividual when direct contact with them is either 
impossible or does not involve the psycholo-
gist assessing the opponent through traditional 
diagnostic methods.

Political profiling, in essence, involves creating 
a behavioral portrait of key figures to prepare 
for negotiations, influence their actions and 
decisions, and effectively conduct information 
warfare. Note, a behavioral portrait. This means 
that profiling is more practice-oriented. After 
all, the goal of profiling is not just to describe 
the subject's personal characteristics, but to 
‘read’ their intentions, predict their actions, and 

reactions to our steps. Psychology alone is not 
enough for this.

Historically, this task has almost always been car-
ried out by intelligence agencies and civil orga-
nizations working closely with them. Every intel-
ligence officer should be a bit of a profiler, in fact.

Why is profiling so popular right now? Because 
it’s easier to create illusions, fake appearances, 
and masks in today’s high-tech world. This is 
where special skills for ‘decoding’ and ‘read-
ing’ personality have come in handy.

Speaking of modern technologies, artificial in-
telligence could be used to create such por-
traits, couldn’t it? AI will quickly process large 
amounts of data.

Indeed, neural networks are considered almost 
a symbol of the 21st century. They become 
smarter, provide answers quickly, and can per-
form many human functions. However, despite 
the general enthusiasm, they often make mis-
takes, spin tall tales and concoct things as neural 
networks use all the information they find, both 
true and false. They are not capable of deeply 
understanding and predicting human behavior 
for purely practical purposes, such as in interna-
tional relations. I am confident that for now, the 
most reliable and effective tool for accomplish-
ing such tasks is live intelligence, not artificial.

Maria Valeryevna Butina
Maria Valeryevna Butina was born on November 10, 1988, in Barnaul. She graduated from Altai State Univer-
sity in 2010, earned a master's degree from American University (USA) in 2018, and graduated from the Patrice 
Lumumba Peoples' Friendship University of Russia in 2024. From 2011 to 2015, she headed the all-Russian 
public organization Right to Bear Arms. In 2018, while in the United States, she was arrested on charges of un-
registered activity as a foreign agent and sentenced to 18 months in prison. In October 2019, she was deported 
to Russia. She works in Russian television. In 2021, she was elected to the State Duma. Maria Butina wrote the 
book ‘Prison Diary’ (2020), which was adapted into a TV series of the same name.

“Razvedchik” has invited Russian political and public figure, State Duma Deputy 
Maria Butina, whose interests include the study and practical application of 
political profiling methods.

Maria Butina::

“Every intelligence 
officer should be 
a profiler”
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Of course, human behavior analysis without 
high-tech solutions will be soon considered 
unthinkable, but they will not replace teams of 
qualified professional profilers in the near future.

How long has political profiling existed?

One of the earliest known cases of compiling 
a psychological profile of a politician without 
direct contact with him is found in Camillo Bal-
di's 1622 work, “A treatise on how to recognize 
from a letter the nature and quality of a writer.”

Baldi based his conclusions on what we would 
today call psycholinguistic text analysis. He 
studied the correspondence of Spanish politi-
cians — the Duke of Lerma, Francisco Gomez 

de Sandoval y Rojas, and Antonio Perez. How-
ever, at the time, this had no practical value: the 
research was not used to get prepared for ne-
gotiations, make important decisions, or plan 
actions. The practical application of political pro-
filing was only discussed in the 20th century.

According to declassified documents from 
American intelligence agencies, one of the first 
examples of preparing a comprehensive psy-
chological profile for specific tasks was a work 
of Walter Langer, a famous psychoanalyst. In 
1943, his team, working for the US Office of 
Strategic Services (Ed.  — CIA predecessor), 
conducted a detailed study of the personal-
ity of the leader of the Nazi Germany. It was 
based on a significant amount of open-source 
material: books, interviews, speech recordings, 
and the results of prisoner interviews, includ-
ing those who had personal contact with Hit-
ler, were carefully studied. Today, we would call 
this OSINT (Ed. — open-source intelligence).

Incidentally, validating the open information 
being researched became a serious problem 
for the Americans. Everyone understood that 
public speeches are prepared in advance, 
and printed publications represent the result 

of work of countless journalists, editors, and 
proofreaders. The challenge was precisely to 
develop a scientific approach that would allow 
for relevant conclusions to be drawn even from 
such extremely fragmentary and not always re-
liable information.

W. Langer's research was used by information 
warfare specialists. It can be reasonably as-
sumed that this knowledge allowed the Ameri-
cans to conduct their subsequent campaign to 
discredit the leader of the Nazi Germany more 
effectively.

Presumably American specialists also worked 
on the USSR?

Of course. From the beginning of the Cold War, 
the United States had a special Psychological 
Strategy Board, which included CIA represen-
tatives. As part of one of the programs — the 
psychological preparation for Stalin's removal 
from power — Langer's approach was used to 
profile all members of the Political Bureau of 
the USSR.

From declassified CIA archives, we also know 
that in June 1961, a detailed psychological 
profile of Nikita Khrushchev, prepared spe-
cifically for the Vienna summit, was presented 
and subsequently delivered to US President 
John F. Kennedy. The document, among other 
things, included an in-depth analysis of the So-
viet leader's biography. According to contem-
poraries, Kennedy found the report informative. 
However, Nikita Sergeyevich dominated the ne-
gotiations so much that his counterpart was un-
able to fully utilize the intelligence recommen-
dations. Nevertheless, the president liked the 
practice of preparing opponents’ profiles for up-
coming meetings, and it became common.

Have similar studies been conducted in our 
country?

Not much is known about the domestic school 
of psychological profiling. In the Soviet Union, 
such documents were prepared within the 
walls of specialized centers of the Academy of 
Sciences and secret agencies. Perhaps there is 
some logic to this — after all, it makes it more 
difficult to understand us and adapt to our ne-
gotiation strategies. A kind of counter-profiling.

Today, this area of activity is extremely in de-
mand, primarily in large commercial struc-
tures — business profiling and corporate pro-
filing are on the rise. I am confident that the 
non-governmental sector has much to offer the 
government agencies, including for address-
ing security challenges. However, there are 
serious organizational barriers that hinder the 
integration of efforts.

In the recent years, politics has become highly 
personalized. On the global stage we some-
times witness eccentric figures that appear to 
make seemingly spontaneous decisions. Can 
we speak of their unpredictability, or are they 
also quite “readable”?

Of course, everyone is different; some are more 
difficult to read than others. The same applies 
to predictability. There are complete puppets, 
predictably mirroring the ones who are stron-
ger. And then there are those from whom you 
never know what to expect. I would say it's al-
ways a blend of unpredictability and ingrained 
behavioral patterns.

You mentioned counter-profiling. Are there 
effective techniques to shield oneself from 
profilers? Does it make sense to leave social 
media, to minimize one’s digital presence?

It makes sense, and quite a lot, because social 
media, instant messaging apps, and personal 
online pages are a profiler's goldmine. This is 
the first source they turn to when searching 
for information about you, to find out what you 
do, which gym you go to, what food you prefer, 
who you follow online… However, you need to 
understand that social media can reveal only 
as much about you as you allow. Minimizing 
or correcting your digital footprint will make it 
much more difficult for someone to “read” you 
like an open book. 

Human behavior analysis without high-
tech solutions will be soon considered 
unthinkable, but they will not replace teams 
of qualified professional profilers in the near 
future

“

Today, this area of activity is extremely 
in demand, primarily in large commercial 
structures — business profiling and 
corporate profiling are on the rise.

“
Interviewed  
by Sergey Guskov

 “A treatise on how to 
recognize from a letter 
the character and 
nature of the writer”. 
C. Baldi. 
1622
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a shriek, cut through the air. Someone obeyed 
him — instinctively.
After the raid, he gathered the men. Not to tell 
them off. He sat down on an ammunition crate, 
pulled out some Prima cigarettes  — those 
cheap, soldier-issue ones — and silently held 
the pack out. The first man who took one was 
“Lucky”, squatting heavily next to him. The oth-
ers followed, slowly and distrustfully.
“Your previous company commander”, Kirill be-
gan hoarsely, not looking at anyone, “he sold 
you your life. I won’t sell it. I will demand it. Not 
for record. For the cause. Out there, “he nod-
ded towards the roaring front line, “are our guys. 
Just like us. They are having a hard time. Our job 
is to make things at least a bit easier for them. It 
is not for heroism, but for conscience”. He spoke 
quietly, but in the silence that followed the can-
nonade, every word struck like a hammer. He 
spoke not as a superior, but as a man who was 
also afraid, but for whom fear was nothing com-
pared to a sense of duty. “Lucky” smoked silent-
ly, looking at the lieutenant. Something other 
than the usual weariness flickered in his eyes. 
Kind of an old, nearly forgotten interest.

The first day
It passed in silent standoff. Kirill checked the 
posts. “Soldier, why isn't the trench deeper?” 
The response was drawn out, deliberately 
slow: “Lieutenant, the ground is frozen. The 
crowbar’s bent”. And a look that said, “You'll die 
soon, what's the point?”
At evening formation, he gave clear, simple or-
ders for the following day: set up a machine-
gun nest on the left flank, check communica-
tions, and tighten camouflage. The response 
was a dead, doomed silence.
“Lucky”, a gray-haired warrant officer with an 
impassive face, observed from beneath his 
overhanging brows. His code sign was a mock-
ery of fate  — he'd been through Chechnya, 
Syria, on the special military operation from the 
very beginning, and survived. He'd seen the 
"three-day" lieutenants come and go.

The second day
The morning began with an artillery strike. It 
was untargeted, just to cover the territory, but 
no less terrifying. The ground shook. Kirill, his 
heart pounding somewhere in his throat, ran 
along the trench, kicking in the back with his 
boot those who pressed themselves against 
the walls, covering their heads with their hands. 
“Take cover! Swarm out the perimeter, observ-
ers take their posts!” His voice, breaking into 

In January 2025, a young lieutenant arrived 
at the assault detachment. One of the veter-
ans, code sign “Lucky”, looked at him grimly 
and said: “Well, Comrade Lieutenant, you have 
three days to live. Take advantage of them 
while you can”. Then he took a deep drag on 
his cigarette, gazing into the slushy distance of 
the Kherson horizon.
“Lucky's” words hung in the air. Lieutenant Kirill 
Malov didn't respond. He only nodded, as if ac-
knowledging the receipt of a combat mission. 
Three days. A period for a newborn kitten. And 
a death sentence for the commander of a pe-
nal company.
The company he took over consisted of for-
mer prisoners, “vacation traders”, deserters — 
in short, all those whom the war had given a 
chance to atone for their sins with blood, not 
with the prison term. They had bargained with 
the previous company commander — a fat cap-
tain with predatory eyes — for the right to hole 
up in the rear area, repairing generators and 
digging endless trenches far from the front. 
That captain now sat in the military police base-
ment, and his "business company" had been 
given to Kirill.
They looked at him, a twenty-five-year-old 
academy graduate, with lazy hatred. He had 
taken away their warm swamp. He was a threat 
to their survival, built on betrayal.

Three days to live

Text: Anton Khrulyov, volunteer, UAV operator, member of the Union of Writers of Russia 
Drawings: Sergey Dorozhenko 

The night of the second day
An enemy sabotage group attempted to pen-
etrate through the minefield that had been 
badly mapped under the previous commander. 
They were spotted almost by accident, by the 
crunch of snow. It was one of the ex-jailbirds 
who raised the alarm  — a tall, stooped man 
with a spider tattoo on his neck, whom every-
one called “Spider”. He quietly approached 
Kirill's dugout and, looking at the floor, said, 
“Lieutenant, there's rustling on the left flank. 
Non-friendly”.
Kirill rallied the company. There was no time 
to waste. He divided it into two groups, sent 
“Lucky” around, and he and three other soldiers 
went head-on, creating noise. In a short, furi-
ous firefight in the darkness, lit only by gunfire, 
they cut off the saboteurs. One was captured 
alive. When all was quiet, they stood, breath-
ing heavily, looking at each other. And there 
was no longer the wall in their gaze. There was 
bewilderment. Surprise that they had done it. 
They were together. Without ulterior motive.

Paying tribute to the daily heroism of our soldiers during the special military 
operation, “Razvedchik”, in collaboration with the Russian Ministry of Defense's 
“Politruk” magazine, is launching a series of publications featuring living testimonies 
from front-line soldiers. After all, words are a powerful weapon, and when they 
come from eyewitnesses, they are twice as powerful.
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face, weathered by Siberian frosts and frontline 
winds, expressed neither fear nor anxiety. He 
held a pair of tweezers, and at that moment he 
resembled a neurosurgeon performing a very 
complex operation. With the thin metal tip, he 
carefully, millimeter by millimeter, began to un-
ravel the deadly knots entangled with scraps of 
iron. “Calm down, guys”, his deep voice broke 
the silence. “We need to take our time here, 
without rushing”. He spoke with the respect 
with which Siberians speak about harsh nature 
or a strong enemy.
Behind him, like an impenetrable rock shield, 
towered “Bochan”. Hailing from Mountain 
Shoriya, a true bear-like strength felt in him. He 
was their support, their muscle. He wore not 
only a heavy sapper's vest, filled with tools, 
but also the invisible weight of responsibility 
for his comrades. While “Barkal” worked with 
pinpoint accuracy, “Bochan”, wasting no time, 

deftly cutting the wires running toward the re-
maining road with a shovel. He did it roughly, 
but incredibly effectively. “I don't want that rub-
bish breaking into anyone's house”, he mut-
tered under his breath, and those words held 
the simple, clear truth.
“Foka” provided the team's vigilance. Hailing 
from Buryatia, from the shores of Lake Baikal, 
he possessed an incredible, almost mystical 
power of observation. His narrow eyes, sharp 
as polished diamonds, sought out the slightest 
discrepancies in the ruined earth. He saw what 
was hidden from others: a slight sinking of the 
ground, an unnatural bend in a blade of grass, 
a tiny fragment of plastic that shouldn't have 
been there. He walked slightly ahead and to 
the side, jabbing a long probe into the ground 
with habitual, well-turned movements. “We 
have it”- his quiet but clear voice stopped ev-
eryone. “Here. You can feel the iron. They hid 

He nodded toward the dugout, where the sol-
diers, talking loudly, were sharing their rations, 
and some were even laughing quietly. Laugh-
ing despite the war, the dirt, the fear. It was the 
laughter of people who once again felt not like 
a herd, but a part of something greater. A com-
pany that had a leader. He was not their master, 
but their commander.

The fourth day
Lieutenant Malov’s fourth day began the same 
as the previous one: with cold, artillery fire, and 
the sticky mud of the trenches. But when he 
came out for the morning formation, the sol-
diers didn't greet him with silence. Some nod-
ded, others briefly said, “Commander”. And 
there was no mockery in that word. It was 
recognition.
Three days to live were over. But life, despite 
everything, was only just beginning.

Demining squad
The early spring of 2024 in Donbas was not a 
happy time. The day greeted them with a low, 
leaden sky, taut over the earth like a drum-
head. The air was humid and cold, smelling of 
damp clay, the smoke from fires, and some-
thing metallic and sharp. The snow had melted, 
turning the fields and roadsides into a black, 
sticky mess. Somewhere beyond the horizon, 
beyond the hills, artillery thundered, but here, 
in their sector, there was a ringing, unnatural 
silence, the kind mine pickers hate most of all. 
In it, every sound — the snap of a branch, the 
whine of a boot being pulled from the mud — 
was alarming.
In this silence, their team worked. Three Siberi-
ans who had known each other for years. They 
were from different corners of Siberia, but here 
their relations become stronger than brothers 
had. Their code signs sounded clear and pros-
ily on the airwaves: “Foka”, “Bochan”, “Barkal”. 
Calm as rocks, they were unafraid of booby 
traps, tripwires, or landmines. Their war was 
quiet, but no less fatal.
“Barkal”, the group's leader, a native of Kras-
noyarsk, moved with that chilling calm that 
comes only with years of experience. For him, 
concepts like “panic” or “hour of trouble” didn't 
exist — every minute was a time for precision 
work. He squatted before a barely visible tan-
gle of wires, artfully woven into the mud. His 

The third day
It was gray and cold. According to the cynics' 
predictions the lieutenant's “term” had expired. 
In the morning, an order came: “Provide cover 
for the evacuation of the wounded from the ad-
jacent sector”. It was a dangerous, maneuver-
able mission. This company had “failed” such 
orders before — either communications would 
go dead, or a “strange” mortar attack would 
erupt in the most inopportune place.
Kirill set the task clearly, square by square. 
And he saw not dull eyes, but focused and 
wary ones. “Lucky” himself assigned the ma-
chine gunners. Spider volunteered to go with 
the radio operator to the nearest cordon. They 
worked. Not like members of penal company 
eager for a prison sentence, but like soldiers. 
Perhaps not perfect, perhaps with wolfish, dis-
trustful looks — but soldiers. When the “Hurri-
canes” began pounding their positions, no one 
ran. They clung to the ground, crawled away, 
bandaging their comrades' wounds. Kirill, 
hoarse-voiced, his face blackened by soot, 
was coordinating the fire. He wasn't thinking 
about three days. He was thinking about get-
ting his men out and completing the mission. 
The wounded were evacuated. Their positions 
held. That evening, Kirill, bandaging a shrapnel 
wound on the arm of a young soldier shaking 
with adrenaline, felt someone’s gaze on him. 
He looked up. “Lucky” stood in the doorway 
of the dug-out shelter. He approached silently, 
placed two cans of stewed meat and a pack of 
that very same “Prima” on the table.
“Your three days are over, Lieutenant”, the old 
man said hoarsely. He sighed heavily, pulled 
out a cigarette, but didn't light it, twirling it in 
his fingers instead. “Only it looks like the count-
down has started all over again. For all of us”. 
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terrible news arrived. But he saw only a bottom-
less, ancient sadness and understanding. She 
didn't try to dissuade him. She knew his blood, 
remembered her husband, who had returned 
from that war. She simply sighed heavily.
And on that cool September day when he left, 
she said nothing about her anxiety. She merely 
gripped his hands painfully with her calloused 
hands and thrust into them a small, time-dark-
ened metal icon.
“Take this, my boy. Your grandfather survived 
the war thanks to St. Nicholas. He will surely 
protect you, too”.
The small icon was warm from her hands. Not 
being particularly religious, he instinctively 
placed it in the breast pocket of his military 
uniform, right over his heart, crossed himself, 
hugged the old woman's thin shoulders, and 
walked away without looking back. To keep 
himself from crying.
The front had it all: dirt, cold, hellish noise, 
brief moments of sleep, and endless hours 
of vigil. The small icon lay in his pocket, and 
sometimes, especially before difficult expedi-
tions, he would feel it through the fabric with 
his fingers, recalling his grandmother's voice. 
It wasn't so much a ritual as a connection to 
his home —a thin thread stretching from hell to 
the world where his nearest and dearest per-
son remained.
Five months. It seemed like an eternity had 
passed. And then one instantaneous whistle, 
cutting through time, and everything turned 
upside down. A deafening blow, the sensation 
of falling into an abyss, a hot wave in his chest, 
and… silence. He woke up in a frontline hospi-
tal. Through the fog of his consciousness, the 
thought pierced: “I’m alive”. Reality returned in 
fragments: the surgeon’s pursed lips, the shak-
ing in the UAZ ambulance, the searing pain. 
But  — alive. Then was hospital. Long weeks 
of treatment. A doctor, bandaging him, once 
marveled: “The shrapnel missed your heart by 
a millimeter. You’re lucky, man, as if someone 
diverted it.” And then Roman remembered. He 
reached for the nightstand, where his combat 
shirt lay in a bag with his personal belongings.
He found the pocket. The fabric was torn, and 
caught in the tangle of threads and charred 
material was a small icon. A fresh, deep dent 
gaped right in the center of St. Nicholas's chest. 
As if someone had taken a terrible blow.
The soldier clutched the small icon in his fist, 

closed his eyes, and for the first time in a long 
time, he couldn't hold back his tears. It was not 
because of pain, but from shame at his lack of 
faith. He was discharged. The wound was too 
serious; his heart, though uninjured, was fail-
ing. He returned home, still not fully recovered, 
using a cane, but alive.
Grandmother met him at the door. She didn't 
say, “I told you, didn’t I?”. She simply hugged 
him, resting her gray head on his chest, where 
that same small icon now hung on a chain un-
der his shirt.
“Thank you, Lord”, he whispered, looking some-
where above his grandmother's head, into the 
autumn sky. And it seemed as if in response, a 
quiet light, similar to the one emanating from 
the face on the darkened small icon, touched 
his wounded but living soul. He returned. To 
the only person who had been waiting for him. 
And that was the greatest miracle. 

A few weeks later, they met in Moscow, in a 
white, medicine-scented hospital corridor. 
“Foka”, noticeably haggard, but on his feet 
now, was leaning on a crutch. “Bochan” and 
“Barkal”, having been permitted a few days' 
rest, immediately rushed to his side.
They entered in the smoking room — a small 
glassed-in veranda overlooking the hospital 
garden. It was cool. “Bochan” silently pulled 
a trophy thermos from his bag, rumpled but 
reliable.
“Tea”  — he said shortly, unscrewing the lid, 
which converted into three mugs.
They poured strong, scalding Siberian tea, 
brewed by “Bochan”. They said nothing. Cig-
arette smoke mingled with the steam. They 
looked not at each other, but through the glass, 
at the bare branches of the trees.
“You dragged me, fat as I am, for so many ki-
lometers”, — “Foka” croaked, looking into his 
mug. A weary, brotherly gratitude rang in his 
voice.
“You bet we did!”, — snorted “Bochan”, finish-
ing his tea. “Just be a little lighter next time, 
you've become a bit heavy”.
“You would have done the same in our 
place”,  — “Barkal” responded, and his eyes 
again flashed with that familiar, keen gleam.
They fell silent. But in that silence, in the steam 
from the tea, in the simple, rough spoken 
words, lay the whole truth of the front. They 
were alive. They were together. And that meant 
that, as before, life had come again. Perhaps 
not simple, but it was life nonetheless.

Defender
He grew up in his grandmother's arms. A quiet 
apartment in a suburban five-story building, the 
smell of cabbage pies, and an old, faded photo-
graph of his mother and father on the chest of 
drawers — all that remained of that fateful day 
when Roma's parents died in a car accident. 
His grandmother became both a mother and 
a father to him: she raised him, taught him, and 
nursed him through all his childhood illnesses. 
And then, one quiet autumn evening, when the 
kitchen smelled of tea and baked apples, he 
told her, looking at the table rather than in her 
eyes: “Grandma, I'm volunteering for the SVO”.
The silence hung thick as jellied meat. He was 
afraid to look up, afraid to see in her eyes the 
same pain he had seen 20 years ago, when the 

it well, bastards”. And it was his keen eye and 
sensitive hands that found what the enemy had 
carefully concealed in the damp earth.
“Barkal” was the first to hear it — not a sound, 
but a high-pitched buzzing, like an enraged 
hornet. He turned, and his usually calm eyes 
widened in terror. “FPV! Take cover!” he shout-
ed, but it was too late. From behind the skel-
eton of a burnt birch-tree, a small kamikaze 
drone emerged, rapidly gaining speed.
The world exploded. Shrapnel sprayed like 
a swarm of enraged bees. “Foka”, unable to 
jump away, howled in pain and sank heavily 
to the ground. The blast wave deafened “Bo-
chan” and “Barkal”, showering them with clods 
of dirt. “Foka!”- roared “Bochan”, oblivious of 
concealment. He ran up first. “Foka”, pale, with 
bleeding legs, his teeth clenched, tried to ap-
ply a tourniquet with trembling hands.
“My legs… got cut”, he hissed through his teeth.
There were three kilometers to the evacuation 
point. Three kilometers through soggy, treach-
erous mud, under potential fire. “Bochan”, with-
out a word, heaved his comrade onto himself 
like a sack of flour. “Barkal” walked alongside, 
covering them up, his eyes now scanning the 
sky rather than the ground. With one hand, he 
supported “Foka” by his back. They stumbled, 
falling into the mud, rising again. Their breath-
ing was as hoarse as a steam locomotive, 
shared between the three of them, without a 
word. Only a muffled, “Hold on, old man”, and a 
hoarse groan in response. Those three kilome-
ters seemed like a road to the end of the earth.
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ALEXEY POLUBOTA,
Secretary of the Union of Writers of Russia,  
volunteer, KIA near Sinkovka,
awarded with the Order of Courage (posthumously)

A house sunken in between  
heaven and earth
Every dusty bush here is exhaling death, 
Like a sentry frozen by the road. 
The rough air here is unbearably dense, 
And the knocked-down crosses cry for God. 
A house sunken in between heaven and earth 
Looks here into eternity with his lifeless eyes… 
Death is not scary, we all will die in our time, 
More frightening is what will remain behind us. 
Let’s run quickly to this creepy house, 
Where someone’s childhood fell into the abyss. 
The thunder in the sky is not so scary, 
Much scarier is the scream that fades away nearby.

 
*** 
Why the stars here are so hot?!  
They can even burn your heart through. 
Under icy winds that provoke tears,  
It’s so hard to save last sparks of hope. 
This gloomy roar from behind the waste banks 
Resembles screams of awakened demons of war.  
But bright eyes’ steadfastness is still stronger 
Amid the night’s silence torn to shreds.

IGOR EFREMOV,
mobilized, nickname Kobzar

Exam time
War brands everyone and gives them its marks, 
And distributes rewards for their labor. 
The Russian Spirit is freezing in the tent. 
Wake up and ask yourself: where are you?

And where is your son, your father, husband, brother? 
Play the oracle in the kitchen is all they can? 
When troubles come, with hordes of enemies and cowards, 
Wake up and join the ranks! It’s time now to get up.

Lame and cross-eyed… Sober up and put your shoes on, 
Take an AK, a shovel and a pick. 
Sew balaclavas, do training in the field, 
There’s no need to make a sour face.

Don’t complain to your mom nor throw mud, 
You and I have just one Motherland. 
They weren’t heroes from pictures who saved her – 
A common Russian man and his own wife.

In victorious May we’ll make proper emphases, 
And we will pay off all our debts with some excess. 
Through tears we’ll say compliments to our loved ones, 
And we’ll refresh the fences around the graves.

Well, in the meantime, we are awaited in the line. 
It’s time to fall in, following our Granddads. 
The war has come and gives us all its marks. 
My friend, it’s time for us to take our exams.

December 2022 

Once again about God
The closer to the front line, the more of God 
You find inside yourself and all around you. 
And your fellow is not a drunkard Sergey, 
But a reliable friend sent to you by God. 
He hasn’t drunk for a long time; he is a wall of granite: 
Wherever you have put him, there he stays. 
His armor is shattered by a dashing splinter, 
And the color of his face resembles burnt clay. 
But you’re in love with him and with that face, 
And ready to pray for it every single day. 
After all, it was he who tore the skin from his palms 
Trying to prevent you from falling down dead. 
He dug the earth with his hands, half-unconscious, 
But he dug you up, he pulled you out, in time. 
And, being saved by Him, you ask by inspiration: 
“Please, honor my request and pray for Sergey. 
He has a lot of things to do there these days. 
Sergey has flown up to God this very night.”

June 2024

Donbass syndrome
I am poisoned by Donbass, crippled by him, 
Like lava from a furnace, like coal from a mine. 
The fricative “g” sounds like creaking of iron, 
I’m sentenced to remain with him and to die.

He is the madness of the brave and the abomination 
of the scum. 
He is a common grave for the soldiers of my company. 
He is a spring song and a child’s laughter, 
Whose soul flies away with the roar of an explosion.

He is people of steel, fragments and echoes. 
He is a killed golden minefield of grain. 
He is a bone, a splinter, a tear, and a milestone. 
He is a moment of silence in the middle of a feast.

The green of the dead Popasnaya, the remains of 
Bakhmut, 
Waste banks of sorrow, destruction, and confusion. 
Between the strange roads twisted into fetters, 
The Ghost of hope for their revival wanders.

The fatalism of Kremennaya, the groan of Lisichansk’s 
forests, 
Mariupol markets and the climate of the Caucasus. 
The tin of Donetsk, the Moscow tiles of Lugansk. 
The real life here is like a scary fairy tale.

I am caught up in Donbass, crushed and suffocated. 
He is like a torn wound, a desperate pain. 
He is the anthracite dust which filled up all my soul 
And pierced my heart with the deadly love.

May 2024 

Ode to UAZ SGR
A Makhno’s gun cart by appearance, 
Whose dents are as the days lived through. 
You are the bread of war, you are the mother of roads. 
Protect us, old Loaf van, and save our souls!

Drive quickly from Bakhmut to Rubezhnoye, 
From Krynki to Avdiivka, like a horse, 
Through impassable roads and godforsaken places. 
Protect us, old Loaf van, and save our souls!

Four wheels, like those of an old cart. 
The prayer passes for the Kevlar armour. 
Stalin’s photo and amulets are on the windscreen. 
Protect us, old Loaf van, and save our souls!

You carry rations, shells and half a ton of booze… 
Oh, please, deceive the drones and reach the goal. 
The belt and the cardan are moaning and groaning. 
Protect us, old Loaf van, and save our souls!

Bent over from explosions and shrapnel, 
You drag the three-hundredths, so that they may live. 
Your springs are crying, your tires have gone wild. 
Protect us, old Loaf van, and save our souls!

Made from tin, cast iron and words of flowery, 
You are the Russian basis and the point. 
You are proof against years and against fashion. 
God bless you, Loaf van, and save your soul!

January 2024

*** 
Snowflakes fall silently 
Onto the cooling waters, 
And this doomed dance 
Stops the flow of my blood.

Why do they readily rush into the abyss? 
To be the white dissolving in the black, 
And even with their powerless death 
To strengthen the impenetrable darkness?!

I keep recalling faces of the young 
Who fell unknown in the remote steppe… 
And how their brave and selfless hearts 
Became part of the frozen thick black soil.

But the day will come, and what was utterly black, 
Will turn snow-white, once and for all. 
And the even snowy plain will shine 
With our true and immaculate glory.

*** 
On the rocky edge of the realm, 
I stay, driving my roots into the ice.  
The wind blows off clouds with a whistle, 
But it won’t ever move me from my place! 
My soul will stay forever in the granite 
Of this severe and empty northern land. 
Oh, ships, please, just hoot louder in the distance, 
Dissolving in the gloomy cloudy sky!

*** 
Sun gives us golden handfuls of moments, 
Showing its love to the God’s world.  
How many ups and downs we have lived through!  
No one can escape from oneself…

At forty-five, I’ve started to daydreaming 
That a threatening fiery sunset is very near. 
Ash grey birds cry over my fate, 
As if flying above a dark wood lake. 

I have often been disingenuous before God, 
But still, standing at a ghostly line, 
I feel that my road has been clear 
In the gloom of pre-eternal spleen.

May be, as a reward for all my sorrows, 
I will meet there with all my beloved, 
And coolness will pour upon my soul 
From immaculate and imperishable wings.

My wife
My wife is stronger than many other women, 
And as she is a military man’s wife, 
The fate did not provide her with ordinary life, 
With its usual course of cares and days.

She humbly watches the clock, 
But curses their slowness in secret, 
She spends weeks, often even months 
Waiting for me without weariness.

My wife is stronger than many other women. 
When I’m on my mission, she surely can 
Plaster the walls hiding the crack pattern, 
Be on the beat in the rooms like a sentry man.

She can move the wardrobe and fix the door 
Broken off by our mischievous son. 
And at night, she draws a big heart 
From our two heart halves split away.

God willing, she won’t love me less than firstly, 
Having had enough of spending time apart. 
My wife is stronger than many other women, 
But in this strength of hers, my fault resides.

Russia
We knew that not everyone would face Victory, 
Not everyone would find their own grave. 
But, without a greater love than for Russia, 
We moved forward not hesitating at all.

We in battalions, companies, and platoons 
Fertilized hectares of land with our flesh. 
And we killed. Sometimes we did it readily, 
But, alas! we couldn’t do otherwise.

We drank the puddles with our dry mouths, 
We dreamed about baths and we smoked dry weeds. 
We tore away our youth with the bandages 
That stuck to the flesh of our bleeding wounds.

We saw God: he was of average height, 
With AK on his neck and the Psalter under his armor, 
With a worn sheet where Psalm ninety is printed. 
…That god was our brave father-commander.

They burned us with phosphorus, knocked us down 
with shrapnel, 
But we were not afraid of unequal fights. 
It is a great happiness to be born in Russia! 
It is a special honor to die for her.

We are alive!
Look, we still remain in the ranks. 
Don’t bury us! We have not fallen yet. 
The life we felt in the middle of the battle 
Is stronger than the one we used to know. 
 
Our heavy hearts still beat in unison, 
And veins in our necks keep staying strained. 
We once again are ready to fight to the end 
In the icy-cold trenches sprinkled with blood. 
 
Leave pity behind. Grief is not the end. 
Time won’t stifle our will to live! 
We are alive! We are strong as never before! 
We’ve lost our arms and legs, but not our souls! 

SERGEY LOBANOV,
Guards Senior Lieutenant of the Airborne Forces,
awarded with the Order of Courage

On Poklonnaya Hill
How long will you talk that you are invincible? 
That the “horde” is no scarier than a puppy in a kennel? 
Well, answer then, aren’t they yours, 
Those cars that stand in two rows on Poklonnaya Hill?

They’ve got neither agility nor inherent strength, 
Only obedience and holes in the vaunted armor. 
We already took you up with forks in the past, 
Both at Borodino and in the Great Patriotic War,

And we’ll repeat it today! We have many forks in Russia. 
We have saved them for you since the old times. 
Our truth thunders fireworks in May 
And lies with the bones in every inch of land!

This truth is written on the walls of Reichstag! 
This truth brought Crimea back to the Homeland! 
And with bayonets in battles or with pens on paper, 
We speak its language in Donbass’ defense.

And believe us, dear “friends”, this is just the beginning, 
For when our Russian Ivan spreads his wings, 
Not only Europe will not be enough for you, 
You will understand how small the World Ocean is!

Our truth thunders fireworks in May
and lies with the bones in every inch of land!
In collaboration with the Russian Ministry of Defense’s “Politruk” magazine, “Razvedchik” 
publishes poems written by participants of the Special Military Operation. Some of them 
gave their lives for the Motherland.
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Selected moments of 
operational correspondence
The subject is most attentive to his health: he drinks decaf-
feinated coffee, still mineral water, prefers non-alcoholic 
beer, and is not married.

“L”uses sharp words in conversation, and in general she 
is a girl with a sharp outlook on life.

“K” says that his wife is dear to him first and foremost as 
a souvenir — a memory of their youth and the years they 
lived together.

“P” finally listened to us and learned not to contradict his 
female boss's wishes. Less than a week later, he received 
the promotion that we’d been long waiting for.

An attempt to hire dope head “Z” as a gardener has turned for  
the European garden old-timers a cosmic cataclyster.

Drawing by  
Vladimir Mochalov

“S” is a lonely person. He has no close relatives or friends, 
except for the cat that lives in his apartment.

After the childbirth, the foreigner noticeably rounded and 
expanded outwardly, and clearly became kinder inwardly.

After a painful divorce process, “B” still maintains neutral-
ity in his relationships with women.

Her ability to control herself, plus her extraordinary intel-
ligence, are, on the one hand, positive factors, but on the 
other hand, this makes it difficult to look into her soul.

General Director of the Tactical Missiles 
Corporation Boris Obnosov:
“Our motto is ‘Hit the target’”

Co-Chair of the Russian Historical Society 
Konstantin Mogilevsky:
“Today history is once again turning  
into a fierce battlefield”

Operation “Berlin Tunnel”
How the Soviet intelligence devalued 
American-British “gold”

What the intelligence reported to Stalin 
Declassified reports on Germany’s attack  
from the archive of the SVR of Russia

intelligence officers smile
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