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On May 26-29, the first Inter-
national Security Forum was
held in the Moscow Region at
the venues of the "Live Arena"
multifunctional complex and
"Patriot" Central Park. Ser-
gey Naryshkin, Director of the
Foreign Intelligence Service
of Russia, participated in its
work, including the 14th Inter-
national Meeting of high-level
representatives responsible
for security issues.

The event was organized by the
Security Council of the Russian
Federation (SCRF), which invit-
ed 145 delegations from more
than 120 countries to the forum.
Representatives were sent, in partic-
ular, from 50 out of 54 African states,
all of Moscow's BRICS and SCO part-
ners, and countries of the Middle
East, Latin America, and Southeast
Asia. Guests included security coun-
cil secretaries, national security ad-
visers to heads of state, heads of law
enforcement agencies and special
services, foreign ambassadors, lead-
ing scientists, and relevant experts.
The total number of delegates ex-
ceeded 5,000.

In his welcoming video address to the
gathering, Russian President VIadimir
Putin emphasized the importance of
maintaining direct and professional
dialogue among the countries, noting:
"We advocate for the closest cooper-
ation, for adherence to the principles
of equal and indivisible security. We
believe that work in such significant
strategic areas is particularly relevant
now, as a multipolar world is emerg-
ing. And Russia is actively participat-
ing in this work.

The forum aims to find solutions to
problems and promote the enhance-
ment of pragmatic cooperation to
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editorial

protect against internal and ex-
ternal threats. The ideas and pro-
posals expressed at the forum will
serve to develop our countries' se-
curity partnership and will contrib-
ute to achieving a lasting balance
of power in the world."

Sergey Naryshkin, Director of the
Russian Foreign Intelligence Service,
who delivered a keynote speech at
the opening of the event, gave the
following assessment of the current
international situation: "It must be ac-
knowledged that the main interna-
tional trend at present is a significant
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increase in conflict. The number of
political and military crises is con-
stantly growing, the consequences
of which are felt far beyond their geo-
graphical boundaries. Many modern
politicians are demonstrating an ev-
er-decreasing ability and inclination
to conduct constructive negotiations
aimed at a positive outcome. Brute
force is becoming the primary for-
eign policy instrument. International
law, based on the United Nations
Charter, is increasingly giving way
to the "law of might." And this law,
in turn, is often applied contrary to
common sense.

The "drums of war" are especially
loud on the European continent.
Europe, one might say, is rapidly
moving toward becoming — as it did
in the last century — the epicenter of
global conflict. The European Union
is heavily arming itself, rapidly trans-
forming from a transnational po-
litical and economic project into a
military alliance. It's no secret that
this alliance is directed against our
country. Russophobic Kaja Kallas,
the voice of Europe's totalitarian-
liberal elite, says it bluntly — | quote:
"The EU's task is to increase support
for Ukraine while simultaneously
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preparing for a direct conflict with
Russia." In the White Paper on
European Defense presented by
the European Commission last year,
Ukraine is defined as the "front line
of European security." Readiness
for a large-scale armed conflict by
2030 is embedded in the EU's key
conceptual documents — the White
Paper on European Defense and the
ReArm Europe Plan 2030.

From the perspective of European
elites, it is to their advantage to pro-
long the Ukrainian confiict as long as
possible, counting on Russia's strate-
gic exhaustion and eventual defeat.
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Based on this, Europeans are at-
tempting to torpedo any attempts
at a peaceful settlement in Ukraine.
At the same time, they are providing
every possible military and financial
assistance to the Kyiv regime, fueling
its insane ambitions."

In his speech, the Director of SVR
specifically drew attention to the ex-
tremely destructive role played by
Great Britain today: "As on the eve of
both world wars, this evil and cynical
genius of Europe is literally inciting
its continental allies to a direct con-
frontation with Russia. It convinces

them of the possibility of taking his-
torical revenge on Moscow for past
defeats, and this, as we know, reso-
nates with many French and German
generals and politicians. Across the
Channel, there are rumors that the
Ukrainian army's manpower poten-
tial is limited, meaning they will soon
have to look for new 'cannon fodder.'

With the British playing a leading
role, a system of bilateral agree-
ments has been created that so-
lidifies the strategic rapproche-
ment of Great Britain, France, and
Germany on clearly anti-Russian
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editorial

Director of the National Intelligence Agency
of the DPRK Ri Chang-dae (third left)
during negotiations with Russian partners.
May 28,2026

Full text of
S.E.Naryshkin's speech
on the website of the
SVR of Russia
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principles. A kind of new cordial
agreement — I'Entente cordiale, as
it has already been dubbed in the
Western press. For my Motherland,
let me remind you, participation in
the Entente more than a century
ago ended in vile betrayal by the al-
lies and military intervention on the
Russian territory. Therefore, | want to
give a good piece of advice to the
Germans and French: finally learn
the lessons of history and do not get

Head of the Chinese delegation, Politburo member,
Secretary of the Political and Legal Affairs
Commission of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China Chen Wenging (first left)
during negotiations with Russian partners.

May 28,2026

involved with the hypocritical and
treacherous Albion; it will deceive
you anyway, then deceive you again,
and then "wash its hands off."

S.E. Naryshkin concluded his speech
with the following words: "The world
will remain imbalanced and insecure
for a long time. We live in an era of
change, which means that 'peace is
but a dream." But instability contains
not only risks and challenges, but
also opportunities. This is a living,
dynamic existence that differs fun-
damentally from the deadening uni-
polar order or colonial lawlessness.
I am confident that the future be-
longs to countries that draw strength
not from the notion of their own ex-
ceptionalism, but from respect for
their own and other countries' tra-
ditions, and that strive not for profit
and domination, but for prosperity
and harmony. This is what multipo-
larity is. And ‘all those who draw
the sword will perish by the sword.’
That's where we stand "

The event also featured speeches
by Chen Wenging, Secretary of the
Political and Legal Affairs Commission
of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China; Alexander
Grigoryevich Volfovich, State
Secretary of the Security Council of
the Republic of Belarus; Ajit Doval,
National Security Advisor to the Prime
Minister of the Republic of India; Ri
Chang-dae, Director of the National
Intelligence Agency of the DPRK, and
many others. Their speeches touched
upon virtually every aspect of coun-
tering significant threats — from nu-
clear danger, militarization of space,
and modern technologies to terrorism
and illegal migration.
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In addition to the meeting of high-
ranking representatives, a number
of theme sessions were held during
the forum, including within the frame-
work of BRICS, the CIS, Russian part-
nerships with ASEAN, Central Asia,
Sahel countries, a briefing for African
states, roundtables, academic con-
ferences, and discussion panels — a
total of over 20 consultations in vari-
ous formats. Furthermore, intensive
and fruitful talks were held on the
sidelines of the event between the
Director of the Foreign Intelligence
Service of Russia S.E. Naryshkin and
a number of heads of partner secu-
rity agencies.

Over two dozen exhibition displays
were set up at the forum's open
venues, introducing guests to com-
prehensive security solutions from
Russian law enforcement ministries
and agencies, state corporations,
and defense enterprises.

In particular, the Russian Foreign
Intelligence Service stand show-
cased the latest technical security
systems used to protect Russian mis-
sions abroad which have proven their
high effectiveness in practice. These
included modern domestic develop-
ments such as high-tech inspection
equipment: introscope tomographs,
explosives  detectors, radiation
monitors, and a mobile modular
unit. Integrated perimeter protec-
tion systems for Russian missions
abroad against various ground and
air threats, as well as video surveil-
lance systems utilizing artificial intel-
ligence-based algorithms, including
contactless biometric identification,

S.E. Naryshkin (center) studies the exposition
dedicated to protection of Russian missions
abroad. “Live Arena”. May 28, 2026

Inspection equipment and other special

purpose equipment in the SVR of Russia
pavilion at the International Security Forum
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were presented as a separate, highly
relevant and in-demand area of spe-
cial equipment development.

Given the scale of the event and the
level of representation of its par-
ticipants, many observers have al-
ready dubbed the Moscow forum
an analogue of the Munich Security
Conference. This is perhaps quite

acceptable, but with one caveat: un-
like Western institutions, which have
long since become instruments of
pressure steeped in bloc mental-
ity, Moscow has offered the global
community a platform where one
can speak with partners on equal
terms and without any preconditions.
Clearly, the future belongs to forums
like this one. %

RAZVEDCHZK 7



Dear readers!
Dear friends!

| am glad to have the opportunity to address you prior to the Day of Russia and
on the eve of the next anniversary of one of the most tragic events in the history
of our country — the beginning of the Great Patriotic War. In these days we re-
member all those who stood up for their homeland, those who did not submit to
the invaders, defended the freedom and independence of our country at the cost
of their life. In today's world, where there are many lies and injustice, it is so im-
portant to preserve the historical truth about those heroic days and the immortal
exploits of our compatriots. We are responsible to future generations for passing
on this knowledge to them.

| remember the war. It began when | was a child living in Stalingrad. Sometimes
| felt terrified, but in my heart there was confidence in our imminent Victory, be-
cause such are our people and army — powerful and strong in their desire to
defeat the hated enemy. When we returned from the evacuation to our mutilated
but unconquered hometown, the front was still nearby. And we, children, per-
formed in hospitals with poems and songs to the accordion. We read and sang
to them, our defenders, who went into battle only the day before and were not
afraid of anything for the sake of our Motherland.

Russia is a great country. We have brave people, courageous warriors who are al-
ways ready to rise up to defend the Fatherland. It is gratifying to see that the spirit
of victors is still strong in us. Today we are smashing the enemy again, bringing
our new victory closer.

Many people remember the song "Hope", which has become a talisman for eve-
ryone who is far away from home. Writing it together with my husband, Nikolai
Dobronravov, we thought, of course, about the intelligence officers as well. | sin-
cerely wish you, dear soldiers of the invisible front, that the Unknown star would
always bring you good luck on your difficult path! Don't be afraid of anything and
always go ahead!

Alexandra Pakhmutova, Soviet and Russian composer,
Hero of Socialist Labor, Hero of Labor of the Russian Federation
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calendar
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The Treaty on the Establishment of a Community of Russia and Belarus — now the Union
State — was signed. To commemorate this event, the 2nd of April is declared the Day of
Unity of the Peoples of Russia and Belarus by the decrees of both countries’ Presidents.
For 30 years, Moscow and Minsk have been actively working to further the sustainable
development of the Union State, including in the special services domain. The SVR of
Russia and the KGB of the Republic of Belarus hold consultations and share informa-
tion on a regular basis, cooperating closely in the spheres of security and defense from
external threats.

Guy Burgess, one of the members of the Cambridge Five, a group of British assistants
of the USSR foreign intelligence, was born in Devonport (Great Britain) in the family
of an officer. After graduating from Cambridge University in 1934, he was recruited by
the Soviet intelligence officer Arnold Deutsch on an ideological basis. He worked for

. the BBC radio corporation, then for MI6 and the Foreign Office, and provided Moscow
Ap rl l with valuable documentary materials. In 1951, due to the threat of arrest, he was trans-
1 91 1 ferred to the USSR, where he continued to assist the Soviet secret services.

Russia marked the first Remembrance day for of the victims of the genocide of the Soviet people
perpetrated by the Nazi and their accomplices during the Great Patriotic War of 1941-45. The
date is timed to coincide with the publication of the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR No. 39 of April 19, 1943 “On measures of punishment for German fascist
villains guilty of murder and torture of the Soviet civilian population and captured Red Army
soldiers...” that officially registered the systemic purposeful policy of the Nazi to exterminate

15
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Vasily Alekseevich Dozhdalev was born in the village of Lezvino, Rzhevsky district, Tver
province. A volunteer of the Great Patriotic War, graduate of the Mosow Aviation Institute
(MAI). In 1949, he was admitted into the foreign intelligence service, where he worked for
more than 40 years. He traveled abroad multiple times and guided such valuable deep-
cover intelligence officers as G. Blake, K. Molody, the Cohen-Kroger couple. In his last
years of service, he taught at the Academy of Foreign Intelligence. Major General. He was
awarded the Orders of the Red Star, the Red Banner of Labor, Glory, the Patriotic War of the
first class, and many medals.

Boris Nikodimovich Batraev was born in the village of Trebi in the Nagaibak district
of the Chelyabinsk region. In 1943, he entered the Bauman Moscow Higher Technical
College, and was soon transferred to the NKGB Higher School. He spent a quarter of
a century on long-term missions abroad, including as a station chief in Sri Lanka and
Pakistan. In 1955, he returned the archive of the Russian writer .A. Bunin from Paris to
M the USSR. From 1987 to 1992, he headed the Cabinet of history of foreign intelligence.
ay He was awarded the Orders of the Red Star, Friendship of Peoples, and many medals.

1926

By Decree of the President of the Russian Federation "for the successful fulfillment of .
special tasks to ensure state security in conditions fraught with risk to life, and the cour- h
age and heroism shown at the same time", the title of Hero of Russia was awarded

to foreign intelligence officers participating in the atomic project: Barkovsky Vladimir j)

A ril the Soviet civilians and settled the legal basis for bringing the war criminals to account. A Borisovich, Kvasnikov Leonid Romanovich (posthumously), Cohen Leontine (posthu-
monumental embodiment of the commemoration of the victims is a memorial complex (in ju ne mously), Feklisov Alexander Semenovich, Yatskov Anatoly Antonovich (posthumously). \ ‘
2026 the picture) opened in the Gatchina district of Leningrad Oblast following the initiative of the 1 99 6 \[\I
Russian Historical and the Russian Military Historical societies. /

The Association of Veterans of Foreign Intelligence was established in Moscow (since
1996, the regional public organization "Veterans of Foreign Intelligence"), designed to
conduct military-patriotic, memorial, and social-charitable work. Today it includes more
than 20 specialized clubs and sections. One of the most important areas of activity
A 'l is to attract talented young people to the ranks of the SVR of Russia, as well as their
p rl education in the spirit of patriotism and loyalty to the best traditions of intelligence.

Giovanni Antonio Bertoni, a Comintern internationalist and Soviet intelligence officer
(pseudonym "Marco"), was born in Faenza (ltaly) into a working-class family. After gradu-
ating from technical school in 1921, he worked for the Fiat company. In 1923, he joined
the Italian Communist Party; he was an active participant in the anti-fascist movement.
He was arrested three times, went into hiding, and left for the USSR in 1925. He worked

as a metalworker in Odessa. In 1931, he graduated from the Communist University of
the National Minorities of the West. Since 1936, he served on the Executive Committee

of the Comintern, then joined the INO OGPU. In 1943, he was sent abroad as a deep-
cover intelligence officer. From 1954 until his sudden death in 1964, he worked in Latin
America with his wife and colleague Africa de las Heras.
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The top leadership of the Soviet Union was informed by the special report prepared
by Pavel Mikhailovich Fitin (in the photo), the head of the Soviet foreign intelligence,
on the basis of agents’ information from Berlin and containing the following conclu-
sion: "All German military arrangements to prepare an armed uprising against the

USSR have been entirely completed, and a strike can be expected at any time".
In the same document, a statement of one of the main ideologists of the 3rd Reich,
Ju ne Alfred Rosenberg, was mentioned: "The Soviet Union as a notion must be deleted

from the geographical map".
1941

Nazi Germany treacherously attacked the USSR. Immediately after the start of the inva-
sion, the Soviet intelligence promptly switched over on a war footing organizing large-
scale reconnaissance and sabotage work in the near and far enemy rear, thus made
a significant contribution to achieving Victory. By the decree of the President of the
Russian Federation dated June 8, 1996, "in memory of the victims of the Great Patriotic
War of 1941-1945, as well as all wars for freedom and independence of our Fatherland",
June 22 was declared a Day of Remembrance and Mourning.

RAZVEDCHZK 1



veterans organizations

On the initiative of the Council of Veterans of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Russia, the
Scientific and Practical Conference "ldeology of Neo-Nazism: Roots, Influence, and Counteraction”
was held in St. Petersburg on May 13-15, 2026, as part of the regular meeting of the heads of CIS
intelligence veterans organizations. Delegations from Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan participated in the conference. A special guest of the forum was Isabelle
Paques, the daughter of the Soviet foreign intelligence informant Georges Paques.

Deputy Directors of the Foreign
Intelligence Service of the Russian
Federation Sergey Yuryevich
Vinokurov and Andrey Fedorovich
Rodionov welcomed the delegates,
emphasizing the importance of pre-
serving historical memory and of ac-
tive involvement of CIS intelligence
veteran organizations in these
activities.
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Chairman of the SVR Council of
Veterans Mikhail Vitalievich Pogudin
opened the conference, held at the
venue of the CSTO Parliamentary
Assembly. In his speech he noted:

"In the face of the resurgence of the
'brown plague' in many European
countries, and especially in Ukraine,
where Nazi symbols have long been
used and, as in the times of the Third

Reich, even torchlight processions
are held, representatives of the CIS
intelligence veteran organizations
considered it their duty to draw at-
tention to the topic of Nazism, its
ideological roots, and its influence
on modern society, primarily on
youth. We must erect a strong bar-
rier against the revival of this terrible
ideology."

NO 2 (15) June 2026

Isabelle Paques also spoke about cur-
rent alarming trends: "My grandfather
and father, both anti-fascists, taught
me to recognize the signs and pitfalls
of Nazism. For at least the last ten
years, | have been noticing precisely
these same signs in many European
countries, including my native France.
Moreover, these processes have
considerably intensified since 2017
Europe is becoming exactly as Hitler
envisioned it: with ruined religious
and educational institutions, an im-
poverished population that cares only
about its own survival and approves
any measures to restrict freedom and
democracy in order to avoid the ter-
rible dangers with which authorities
intimidate the people.”

The need to counter neo-Nazism
and eradicate the roots of this ideol-
ogy was also supported by Professor
Maxim Vitalyevich Shevtsov of the
Academy of National Security of
the Republic of Belarus, Amangeldy
Edrisovich Tazhenov, a veteran of the
Foreign Intelligence Service of the
State Committee for National Security
of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
Uchkun Zakirbekovich Eraliev, Head
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of the public organization of veterans
of the Foreign Intelligence Service
of the State Committee for National
Security of the Kyrgyz Republic, and
Narzullo Mirzoevich Valiev, a repre-
sentative of the Council of Veterans
of the State Committee for National
Security of the Republic of Tajikistan.

M.V. Shevtsov, in particular, noted:
"The memory of the events of the

Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945 is our
pillar, our tool for countering neo-Na-
zism. In May 1981, Georges Simenon
told Yulian Semyonov: 'Never forget
that Nazism is still very strong, be-
cause there are plenty of idiots in our
beautiful and small world who be-
lieve that purity of blood determines
everything.' It's a shame that it hasn’t
gone away."

A.E. Tazhenov, in his turn, empha-
sized: "Unfortunately, the moment has
been lost, and we truly need to work
together once again to fight manifes-
tations of Nazism. It is also true that
a nation that forgets its past has no
future. And in this regard, we need to
work together. It is the special agen-
cies of the CIS countries that have got
the most authentic materials about
the Great Patriotic War and can coun-
ter the distortion of historical truth.
In Kazakhstan, the year 2025 has
passed under the sign of our common
Victory in the Great Patriotic War. We
preserve the memory of the unparal-
leled valor of our compatriots."

As a result of the conference, the
participants approved the text of a
Memorandum, which states, in par-
ticular: "Now, when the outcomes

RAZVEDCHZK 13



of World War Il, unleashed by the
Nazi Germany, are being revised
and falsified to suit selfish political
interests, and when Nazism is once
again being revived, it is important
to close ranks in defense of the truth
and stand united in fighting mani-
festations of neo-Nazism, racism,
Russophobia, anti-Semitism, and
other destructive ideologies."

Furthermore, an Appeal to young in-
telligence officers of CIS countries
was adopted, emphasizing: "The duty
of every person to the past and the
future is to do everything possible to
prevent the terrible tragedy of World
War Il from recurring, to remember its
lessons, and to recognize the threat
posed to humanity by the revival of
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Nazism, the seeds of which, with the
support of the West, are once again
sprouting on our planet."

The meeting was summarized by
Professor of the Yury Andropov
Academy of Foreign Intelligence,
Boris Maximovich Semyonov, who ad-
dressed the participants with the fol-
lowing words: “For centuries, Russia
has been the center of community for
many ethnic groups. For us, the West
is not an example, but only one of the
‘other significant’ world centers of pow-
er. And we hope that in the future, if it
becomes necessary to form a broad
anti-fascist and anti-Nazi coalition,
other members of the Commonwealth
of Independent States, whose Cciti-
zens, like Russians, are the heirs of the

victors of 1945, will join it. We believe
that the sacred, grateful memory of
the Great Victory of the Soviet people,
consisting of many ethnic groups, will
always unite us.”

As part of the forum, delegations from
veterans organizations visited the
Piskarevskoye Memorial Cemetery,
where they honored the memory of
the victims of the Great Patriotic War,
and also participated in the opening
of the Invisible Front art exhibition at
the Officers' House, which features
works by employees of the Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service. %

Delegations from CIS veterans organizations
at the Piskarevskoye Memorial Cemetery.
May 14, 2026.
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3rd Trubnikov Readings

On April 22, the Boris Yeltsin Presidential Library in Moscow hosted the regular scientific
readings, dedicated to the memory of Vyacheslav Ivanovich Trubnikov — an outstanding
statesman, diplomat, intelligence officer, scientist, Hero of Russia. This year's event, annu-
ally organized by the National Research Institute for Development of Communications was
dedicated to the theme “The near abroad: élites and their strategies".

In the context of the main goals of the
readings — actualization of scientific
legacy of V.I. Trubnikov and develop-
ment of his ideas in the field of con-
temporary foreign policy process-
es — the participants of the meeting
discussed strategies of cooperation
of political élites of the near abroad
countries and transformation of com-
municational mechanisms in a rapidly
changing geopolitical environment.

In his welcoming speech to the audi-
ence Director of the Institute Vladislav
Ivanovich Gasumyanov emphasized,
“Vyacheslav  Ivanovich  Trubnikov
was not only a prominent intelligence
officer and diplomat, who left a strik-
ing mark in international affairs from
Indian issues to countering interna-
tional terrorism. He also pioneered
cooperation between the post-Soviet
countries and participated in key, of-
ten delicate and crucial, negotiations.
It is also important that Viyacheslav
Ivanovich as a member of the
Monitoring Council made a signifi-
cant contribution to the development
of our institute. Today's meeting con-
tinues the study and development of
his scientific and intellectual legacy
and pays tribute to the memory of
this brilliant and outstanding states-
man and scientist.”

The discussion was attended by the
representatives of the Presidential Ex-
ecutive Office of the Russian Federa-
tion, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Russia, as well as prominent political
figures and scientists such as Rus-
sian Senator Larisa Vadimovna Mel-
nik, Chief Researcher at the Institute of
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Oriental studies of the Russian Acad-
emy of sciences (RAS) Vyacheslav Ya-
kovlevich Belokrenitsky, Head of the
Department of History and Politics of
European and American Countries
at MGIMO-University of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Russia Vladislav
Vladislavovich Vorotnikov, Director of
the Institute of Ethnology and Anthro-
pology of the RAS Aleksey Egoro-
vich Zagrebin, Deputy Director for
Research at the National Research
Institute for Development of Commu-
nications Valentina Vyacheslavovna
Komleva, and many others.

The high level and interdisciplinary
essence of the analysis have con-
firmed the status of the Trubnikov
Readings as a professional plat-
form for discussing key foreign

policy processes to strengthen the
dialogue between the scientific com-
munity and government institutions. %

Vyacheslav lvanovich Trubnikov

Was born on April 25,1944 in Irkutsk into a working-class
family. He graduated from the Moscow State Institute of
International Relations (MGIMO) in 1967 and started
work in the Foreign Intelligence Service. From 1971 to
1977 and from 1984 to 1990 he worked in India and
Bangladesh respectively. Upon his return, he headed one
of the units of the central office. In January 1992, he be-
came the First Deputy Director of the Foreign Intelligence
Service, then from January 1996 to May 2000 he was Director of the Foreign Intelligence
Service. In June 2000, he was appointed First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Russian Federation and Special Representative of the President of Russia to the CIS coun-
tries. From 2004 to 2009, he was Ambassador of Russia to India. In his last years, he worked
at Primakov National Research Institute of World Economy and International Relations of
the RAS and the National Research Institute for Development of Communications. Hero of
Russia. He was awarded two Orders of the Red Star, the Order "For Merit to the Fatherland"

IV class, and many medals.
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A valid
alternative

SCO as a new type of organization
in theory and in practice

Text: Timofey Vyacheslavovich Bordachey, Professor at the Higher School of Economics,
Program Director of the Valdai Club, Doctor of Political Sciences

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was founded 25 years ago, the first multilateral
structure in Eurasia to offer an alternative to Western-centric formats since the end of the
Cold War. Today, the SCO continues to confidently carry the banner of a new type of interstate
association, forming the basis for international security and cooperation on the continent.
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The fundamental novelty of the or-
ganization in comparison with similar
structures is due to three key points.
Firstly, in terms of its membership
and internal structure, the SCO does
not suppose leadership of any of its
member states. Secondly, the goals
and objectives of the organization
are strictly limited to issues of the
international agenda and coopera-
tion and do not allow interference
in the internal affairs of its members.
Thirdly, the latter do not set them-
selves the task of creating a military-
political bloc or alliance aimed at
gaining dominance on a regional or,
moreover, global scale.

Over the past quarter century, the
main areas of cooperation among
the participating countries have
been firmly established. These areas
primarily concern ensuring regional
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security (the fight against the "three
evils" — terrorism, extremism and
separatism), as well as issues of
economic, cultural and humanitar-
ian cooperation, within the frame-
work of which mechanisms for prac-
tical interaction among states and
coordination of their actions at the
national level have been created.
Several stages of expansion (in 2017,
2023 and 2024) have made it pos-
sible to give the SCO a pan-Eurasian
character, while preserving the spirit,
letter and goal-setting laid down in
the original documents.

in focus

The ceremony of taking a family photo
of heads of the SCO member states.
Tianjin (China). August 31,2025

Today, the SCO is the largest regional
organization in terms of the popula-
tion of its member countries: 3.5 bil-
lion people — half of the world's pop-
ulation. As for its current role on the
world stage, | will quote the words
our President said a year ago: "The
SCO makes a tangible contribution
to strengthening the atmosphere of
cooperation and mutual trust on the
entire Eurasian continent, thereby

Today, the SCO is the largest regional organization

in terms of the population of its member countries:
3.5 billion people — half of the world's population.
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helping to create the political and
socio-economic prerequisites for the
formation of a new system of stabil-
ity, security and peaceful develop-
ment in Eurasia."

The mention of stability is no coinci-
dence. Let me remind you that the
creation of the SCO was directly re-
lated to the aggravation of the situa-
tion in the region. In 1994, the United
States and its allies embarked on an
expansion of NATO at the expense
of the countries of Eastern Europe
and the former USSR. At that time,
the point of view that prevailed in

the West was support for the strat-
egy of exerting military and political
pressure on Russia, limiting its fun-
damental interests in the field of se-
curity and preparing the necessary
material base. The Westerners' rejec-
tion of the concept of security with-
out dividing lines meant the prospect
of a complete destabilization of the
region with likely negative effects for
Eurasia as a whole.

Under these conditions, it was ex-
tremely important to quickly stop the
conflict potential that was accumulat-
ing near the borders of Russia and

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)

China, two natural allies and, simulta-
neously, potential rivals of the West
striving for hegemony. Therefore,
the primary objectives of the infor-
mal structure created in 1996 — the
Shanghai Five, the forerunner of
the SCO consisting of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, China, Russia and
Tajikistan — were to increase mutual
trust, form good-neighborly relations
among the participating countries
and eliminate the causes of inter-
state conflicts.

They were mostly resolved in the
early years of the Shanghai Process.
The last territorial dispute in Central
Asia was settled within the frame-
work of the Kyrgyz-Tajik agreement
on the state border signed in the
spring of 2025. At the same time, by
the early 2000s, the destabilizing ef-
fect of the ongoing internal conflict
in Afghanistan had increased signifi-
cantly. The Taliban Movement's rise
to power in this country in 1996 had
marked the beginning of a new stage
of civil war and the spread of terror-
ism and extremism throughout the
region. The risks of such a devel-
opment were understood in all the
states that stood at the origins of
the SCO, since some of them had
already faced the problem of armed
separatism on their territory.

Already in 2002, just a year after the
setting up of the SCO, an agreement

Was founded by participants of the Shanghai Five informal association that arose in 1996, consisting of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, China, Russia and Tajikistan. By 1999, within the framework of the Shanghai Process, permanent coopera-
tion mechanisms were in place in the format of meetings of relevant ministers and departmental expert groups. “The
Declaration of Shanghai Cooperation Organization”was signed on June 15,2001 in Shanghai (China). At the same time,
Uzbekistan joined the Five and the "Shanghai Convention on Combating Terrorism, Separatism and Extremism" was
adopted, which outlined the main activity of the new structure. In 2003, the decision of the Moscow Summit estab-
lished a permanent SCO Secretariat with headquarters in Beijing. India and Pakistan became member states of the SCO
in 2017, Iran in 2023, and the Republic of Belarus in 2024.
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on the creation of a Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure (RATS) with head-
quarters in Tashkent was signed at
the summit in St. Petersburg. Today,
the RATS is an effective mechanism
for coordinating collective efforts
to counter the spread of terrorism,
separatism and extremism, the three
main evils in Central Asia. Within its
framework, practical cooperation
among the competent authorities of
the SCO member states is carried
out on a permanent basis, the leg-
islative framework is being harmo-
nized, and a unified strategy is being
developed. Since 2006, multilateral
exercises and joint border opera-
tions aimed at eliminating cross-bor-
der crime, including the smuggling
of drugs, weapons and explosives,
have been regularly conducted in or-
der to increase the anti-terrorist po-
tential of the participating countries.
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The SCO is not a military-political alliance and
does not oppose itself to NATO, the United States

or the European Union.

The effectiveness of these efforts
is evidenced by the fact that many,
including non-regional, structures
are interested in cooperation with
the SCO RATS. In addition, by deci-
sion of the heads of state, the SCO
RATS will be transformed into a uni-
versal center that will deal with rapid
response to the full range of threats
in the region.

At the same time, it should be not-
ed that from the first days of its ex-
istence, the Shanghai Five was
criticized in the West, where its ap-
pearance was seen as a desire to

solve key security issues in Eurasia
without regard for Washington and
Brussels. With the deepening of co-
operation and the progressive move-
ment of the Five towards the crea-
tion of a full-fledged association, this
negative perception only intensified,
despite the fact that the SCO is not
a military-political alliance and does
not oppose itself to NATO, the United
States or the European Union.

The ceremony of hoisting the flag
of Iran at the SCO RATS headquarters.
Tashkent. July 4,2023
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It should also be emphasized that
the organization turned rather quick-
ly from an informal into a full-fledged
international structure with working
mechanisms, staff, and budget. One
of the reasons for this development
is the fact that by 2001, the crisis of
the post-Cold war world order and
the inability of the West to act as a
universal guarantor of security had
become apparent to many members
of the world community. Moreover,
after NATO's unprovoked aggression
against Yugoslavia in 1999 and the
US invasions of Afghanistan (2001)
and Irag (2003), it became clear
that in many ways it was the actions
of Western countries that were the
source of instability.

Under these conditions, the demand
for the SCO as an open platform for
equal dialogue could not help but
increase. Many are attracted by the
orientation of its participants to do
what the West has proved unable to
do: increase mutual trust, strengthen
regional stability, and seek ways to
resolve pressing and potential prob-
lems in relations among states. This
resulted in several waves of expan-
sion of the organization, which add-
ed to its prestige on the world stage
and finally eliminated the ground for
accusations of an alleged Russian-
Chinese alliance to control Eurasia.

The main thing that unites the par-
ticipants is an understanding of the
integrity and indivisibility of security,
which should be equal for all, as well
as a categorical rejection of any form
of interference in the internal affairs
of sovereign states. The members
of the association promote mutually

beneficial projects of broad interna-
tional cooperation and disagree with
the confrontational agenda imposed
by the West.

It is encouraging that despite the
objective difficulties in finding a bal-
ance between politics and econom-
ics in the work of such a large-scale
structure as the SCO, a lot of atten-
tion is also paid to the economic as-
pect of cooperation. The Interbank
Consortium and the Business Council
are already functioning within the or-
ganization. In 2022, at the Samarkand
summit, a Roadmap was signed to
gradually increase the share of na-
tional currencies in mutual settle-
ments, and in 2025, in Tianjin, a deci-
sion was made to establish the SCO
Development Bank — extremely
important steps in terms of further
deepening economic cooperation
and reducing dependence on the
financial infrastructure controlled by
the United States and its allies. The
near-term plans include creation of
proper payment/settlement and de-
pository instruments and forming a
bank for joint investment projects.
At the same time, it must be recog-
nized that the economic direction of
the SCO's activities does not yet fully
meet its weight on the world stage
and needs to be strengthened.

Another, no less pressing problem
is the organization's overloaded
agenda caused by the wide variety
of challenges and tasks facing its
members. Critics accuse the SCO of
being "omnivorous" and trying to arti-
ficially saturate the summits with vari-
ous initiatives, regardless of whether
the participating countries are really

The organization turned rather quickly from an
informal into a full-fledged international structure

with working mechanisms, staff, and budget.
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ready to cooperate on them. This, of
course, is far from the truth. The main
reason for the permanent expansion
of the range of topics discussed in
the SCO is the extreme inefficiency,
almost paralysis, of most of the ex-
isting international institutions and
dialogue platforms controlled by the
United States and its allies, which is
why there is a growing demand for
alternative formats and solutions in
the world.

In an effort to maintain its hegemony,
the West will certainly continue to try
to torpedo any competing projects, in-
cluding driving a wedge among their
participants, and the SCO countries
need to be prepared for anything.
But, as last year's summit in Tianjin
showed, Washington has no simulta-
neous leverage over China, India and
Russia — the key states of Eurasia
and the main actors of the Shanghai
process. Moreover, it is the impulsive
actions of the current US administra-
tion that greatly contribute to the fur-
ther rapprochement of Moscow, New
Delhi and Beijing, as well as the popu-
larity of their agenda among the pop-
ulation of the Global South.

Perhaps the most serious test of the
SCO's strength and the main chal-
lenge to its unity and cohesion was
the unprovoked aggression of the
United States and Israel against Iran,
a member state of the organization. |
think it would not be an exaggeration
to say that the SCO’s future depends
on how it responds to this challenge.
The fact that the members of the
association promptly issued a joint
statement, pointing out the inadmis-
sibility of the use of force and em-
phasizing the need to ensure Iran's
sovereignty, security and territorial
integrity, indicates that the difficulties
could be overcome and the SCO is
able to continue its development as
an effective alternative to the current
selfish world order, focused solely on
the welfare of the West.
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We can say that the SCO is the flag-
ship for building a new, just world,
where any disagreements and con-
tradictions among countries will
be resolved not according to the
laws of the jungle or to the princi-
ple of "might makes right," but ex-
clusively in the legal framework. Let
me remind you that in the Tianjin
Declaration of the Council of Heads
of State of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, adopted in September
2025, the members of the associa-
tion reaffirmed their commitment to
the formation of a representative and
democratic multipolar world based
on the UN Charter and other uni-
versally recognized principles and
norms of international law, as well as
on mutually beneficial and equal co-
operation among all states.
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The SCO is the flagship for building a new,
just world, where any disagreements and
contradictions among countries will be resolved

not according to the laws of the jungle or to the
principle of "'might makes right,” but exclusively
in the legal framework.

Today, when the collective West open-
ly flouts international norms, con-
stantly changes the rules of the game,
violates any agreements and arrange-
ments that are unfavorable to it, and
unleashes wars and armed conflicts all
over the planet, this approach is espe-
cially relevant. We have no doubt that
at the next summit of the organiza-
tion, which will open this September in

Bishkek under the slogan "25 years of
the SCO: together towards sustainable
peace, development and prosperity,'
new concrete decisions will be taken
that will allow the members of the as-
sociation to make several more confi-
dent steps forward. %

Leaders of India, Russia and China before
a concert. Kazan. October 22,2024
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There will be no revenge.
Neo-Nazism will not pass

Text: Viktor Petrovich Goremykin, Deputy Defense Minister of the Russian Federation -
Chief of the Main Military-Political Directorate of the Russian Armed Forces, Army General

Modernity is never a full repetition of the past. Rather, it is its echo, a reminder of the lessons
learned that demand deep study and critical analysis. The upcoming June events timed to Russia
Day and the 85th anniversary of the start of the Great Patriotic War provide an opportunity to
look at important historical events from the point of view of their relevance in the modern
context and to draw the right conclusions for confident movement into the future.

On June 22, 1941, the Nazi Germany
unleashed a war of extermination
against the Soviet Union. More than
27 million people fell victim. At the
cost of incredible efforts, our people
crushed the enemy and defended
the Fatherland, ensuring its decades
of peaceful development.

Today, we once again find ourselves
at the height of confrontation with the
West. And we are fighting again, as
our President has put it, "for the very
existence of our statehood." We see
a new generation of European politi-
cians obsessed with inflicting a stra-
tegic defeat on Russia. Not only, like
their ancestors, are they fostering
fascism, they are also arming nation-
alists, using them as a battering ram
against our country.

But where are the roots of this exis-
tential conflict?

It's unlikely that the racist ideas that
underpinned Nazism arose in Munich
beer halls. The mental model that
proclaims Europeans the pinnacle
of human civilization, and all other
nations inferior, had been develop-
ing over centuries. Let’s recall, for
instance, the concept of the "white
man's burden", widely popular among
the British thanks to Rudyard Kipling,
or the statements of our contempo-
rary, Josep Borrell, the former head of
EU diplomacy, who compared "privi-
leged" Europe to a garden and the
outside world to a jungle.

It was precisely this arrogance and
belief in their own exceptionalism,

The mental model that proclaims Europeans the

pinnacle of human civilization, and all other nations
inferior, had been developing over centuries.
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with a fundamental misunderstand-
ing and categorical rejection of the
religious and spiritual-moral val-
ues of the Russian people, coupled
with greed and selfish motives, that
became the key factors behind the
Europeans' constant desire to en-
slave us and seize our lands.

This was the essence of all those
numerous "crusades," repeatedly
launched by "enlightened" Europe
against Russia. 1240-1245 — Teutonic
Order, Sweden, Hungary, Lithuania,
Poland, and the Pope standing be-
hind them. 1812 — Napoleon's Empire,
Austria, Prussia, Duchy of Warsaw,
Confederation of the Rhine, Bavaria,
Duchy of Baden, Kingdom of Italy, and
Naples. 1853-1856 — British, French,
Ottoman Empires, and the Kingdom of
Sardinia, with friendly neutrality on the
part of the Austrian Empire, Kingdom of
Prussia, and the Swedish-Norwegian
Union. 1918-1920 — England, Germany,
Greece, Denmark, Italy, Canada, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Serbia,
USA, Finland, France, Czechoslovakia,
Sweden, Estonia, and Japan.
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N.E. Berzarin, Commander of Berlin (center) before
the beginning of the parade of the Soviet troops
near the walls of Reichstag. May 20, 1945

The Victory Parade on Red Square in Moscow.
June 24,1945

It would be useful to show this
list — which is far from being com-
plete — to the Western politicians
blabbering like crazy that over the
past 100 years, Russia has attacked
19 countries, some of them three or
four times.

In 1941-1945, virtually all of Europe
rallied under Hitler's banners.
Thousands of soldiers were sent to
the Soviet-German front by Belgium,
the  Netherlands, Luxembourg,
Romania, Finland, France, and oth-
er countries. Even nominally neutral
Spain, Switzerland, and Sweden.
British historian Chris Bishop pro-
vides interesting data on this matter.
In a book devoted to the foreign for-
mations of the Waffen-SS, he writes
that there were more Frenchmen
in German service than any other
Western Europeans. It is no coinci-
dence that by May 9, 1945, 23136 rep-
resentatives of that country were in
Soviet captivity, along with 8,391 per-
sons from Belgium, Netherlands, and
Luxembourg, 557 Danes and
Norwegians, 452 Spaniards, and
97,881 soldiers of other nationalities:
Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, and others.

One should also keep in mind the
considerable economic aid that many
of the aforementioned countries pro-
vided to Hitler. I'll start with the Allies.
At the very same time that Ford was
assembling cars for the Red Army
under the Lend-Lease program, its
factories in Cologne, Algeria, and
occupied France were producing
vehicles for the Wehrmacht. So did
General Motors, which owned Opel
factories in Germany, producing not
only cars but also armored vehicles,
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bomber engines, mines, and torpe-
do detonators for the Third Reich.
And although both companies today
deny any connection to the Nazis,
facts are stubborn things.

Let me give you another exam-
ple. In 1942, the US Department of

in focus

Justice accused Standard Oil and
several other American companies
of conspiring with the German mili-
tary chemical company IG Farben,
which, among other things, pro-
duced the poison gas Zyklon-B, used
in concentration camps for mass
extermination.
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The Europeans weren't far behind.
The Czech Republic, with its pow-
erful military factories, became the
largest arsenal in Nazi Europe, sup-
plying the Wehrmacht not only with
tanks and armored personnel car-
riers but also with small arms and
artillery. The country also produced
combat aircraft for the Luftwaffe on
a large scale. There were also a hos-
pital train — "a gift from the Czech
people to the warring Reich" — and
parcels of warm knitted mittens sent
to the Stalingrad cauldron.

In France, 80% of aircraft manufac-
turing enterprises, 70% of the met-
alworking industry, and 40% of the
ferrous metallurgy industry worked
for the Nazis. France also served as
the Reich's main ship repair dock and
transport supplier.

In small Belgium, the Germans
seized 350,000 (!) automobiles for
their own use — that's as many as
the Soviet Union received under the
Lend-Lease during the four years
of the war. Even "neutral" Sweden
and Switzerland supplied the Fihrer
with iron ore, rare earth metals, and
other strategic raw materials, and is-
sued preferential loans. According to
some estimates, the supply of bear-
ings to the Reich by the Swedish
company SKF alone prolonged the
World War Il by two years.

Today, the descendants of the col-
laborators who surrendered their
countries to Hitler and participated
in the plunder and extermination of
our people have once again rallied
under Nazi banners — this time in
Ukraine. Their treatment of prisoners

Moreover, many modern Western leaders no longer
hide their ties to the Nazi past. Not only have

they ceased to be embarrassed by their fascist
ancestors, but they also give a standing ovation to
the former executioners.

24 RAZVEDCHZK

A march of Ukrainian neo-Nazis.
Kyiv.January 1,2021

of war and civilians brings us to an-
other historical parallel.

On May 13, 1941, Wilhelm Keitel is-
sued a decree "On military jurisdic-
tion in the Barbarossa area and on
special powers of troops." The docu-
ment exempted Wehrmacht military
personnel from military jurisdiction
for crimes committed on the Soviet
territory and, in particular, abolished
criminal prosecution for actions
against "hostile civilians."

Nor is it surprising that Europeans
are markedly selective in their inter-
pretation and coverage of numerous
instances of gross violations of inter-
national humanitarian law, ignoring
serious crimes and acts of violence
committed by neo-Nazis in Donbas,
Luhansk, and Kursk Oblast with ap-
proval of the Ukrainian authorities.
Certainly, the West's methods and
techniques for presenting biased
information have been modernized,
employing the full arsenal of modern
technology. But the principles formu-
lated by Goebbels and his followers
have remained.

Moreover, many modern Western
leaders no longer hide their ties to
the Nazi past. Not only have they
ceased to be embarrassed by their
fascist ancestors, but they also give a
standing ovation to the former execu-
tioners. For example, the grandfather
of the current German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, Josef Paul Sauvigny,
was an SA Oberscharfiihrer and a
member of the NSDAP. As mayor of
Brilon, he participated in the renam-
ing of local streets in honor of Hitler
and Goring. F. Mertz’ father, Joachim,
served the Third Reich no less loyally.

French President Emmanuel Macron's

grandfather, André Macron, worked
as a manager for the SNCF railway
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company during the German occu-
pation. That same company whose
leadership refused to apologize for
65 years for its role in genocide: be-
tween 1942 and 1944, the company
transported more than 76,000 people
to Nazi concentration camps.

By the way, even the very terms
"European Union" and "European
Economic Community" were prac-
tically coined at Hitler's instiga-
tion. The German Foreign Ministry's
memorandum of September 9, 1943,
described the structure of a future
European Confederation, very simi-
lar to today's EU.

Today, Europe openly discusses its
intention to continue the conflict in
Ukraine until 2030 and openly de-
clares that the European Union is
preparing for a potential war with
Russia. This is reinforced by Brussels'
plans to significantly increase the
EU's defense budget, which will grow
more than fivefold over the next sev-
en years (2028-2034), to €131 bil-
lion, compared to "only" €25.5 bil-
lion allocated for military needs from
2021to 2027.

However, the process of rearmament
in the Old World has been underway
for quite some time and is rapidly
gaining momentum. Since 2020, the
production space of European com-
panies producing missiles and ammu-
nition has increased from 790,000 to
2.8 million (!) square meters.

For example, Poland's Mesko has
increased production of the Piorun
MANPADS from 300 to 1,300 units
per year, and intends to double
this figure by 2028. The compa-
ny plans to increase production

Leaders of Great Britain, Germany
and France K. Starmer, F. Merz and E. Macron
on arrival to Ukraine. May 10, 2025
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Today, Europe openly discusses its intention
to continue the conflict in Ukraine until 2030

and openly declares that the European Union is
preparing for a potential war with Russia.

of small-caliber ammunition five-
fold, while that of 155 mm shells by
30-35 times. Forthat purpose it is
building new military factories.

The German defense company
Rheinmetall, which produced 70,000
155 mm artillery shells in 2022, plans
to increase their output to 1.1 million
by 2027 and to 1.5 million by 2030.
Even German makers Mercedes-Benz,
Volkswagen and Opel have decided
to refocus on weapons production.

What’s this? Thirst for revenge?
It wasn't we who consistently de-
stroyed the post-war security archi-
tecture in Europe and moved NATO
military bases to our borders. And
the Ministry of War isn't located in
Moscow. On the contrary, Russia
has always advocated peace and
setting up a multipolar system of

international relations that could en-
sure equal and indivisible security
for all. Even under severe sanctions,
Russia strove to the last to avoid a
military scenario in Ukraine.

On December 15, 2021, we sent
draft agreements on mutual secu-
rity guarantees to Washington and
Brussels proposing to preclude fur-
ther NATO expansion eastward, re-
turn Alliance forces to the positions
occupied in 1997, and renounce any
form of military activity in Ukraine,
other countries of Eastern Europe,
the Caucasus, and Central Asia. All
our initiatives were rejected.

Russia has never harbored any il-
lusions about the West's ability to
negotiate and is always prepared
to respond appropriately to any un-
friendly gestures directed at us.
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Russia is not alone in this battle. We have got
many like-minded people who, like us, reject any

form of inequality, are unwilling to accept Western
dictates, and refuse to succumb to its blackmail
and threats.

Moreover, with the start of the special
military operation (SMO), we have un-
dergone a true revolution in weapons
development. Since 2022, at the di-
rection of the Supreme Commander-
in-Chief, a mechanism for the rapid ex-
change of information between units
participating in the special military op-
eration and weapons manufacturers
has been established. A rapid feed-
back system has been established to
evaluate the effectiveness of the latest
weapons, military, and special equip-
ment: data is collected directly on the
battlefield, and feedback is received
directly from military personnel.
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As a result, in 2025 alone, over a
thousand new products were test-
ed in combat conditions. These in-
clude the Geran-2 unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs) with an improved
guidance system, loitering muni-
tions, fiber-optic drones, the Kuryer
ground-based robotic weapon sys-
tem, the Omich-Ogonyok transport
robotic system, and many others.
Importantly, technology developers
receive comprehensive information
on real-world operational experi-
ence. This allows them to quickly re-
fine and scale the technologies they
implement.

Another key aspect is leveraging the
expertise of enthusiasts and the ca-
pabilities of private businesses. A
dedicated structure, the Technical
Council of the "People's Defense
Industrial Complex," is effective-
ly operating for this purpose. Last
year, the highly sought-after Military
Technology Initiative  (Voentekh)
project was launched, designed to
promptly introduce cutting-edge de-
velopments and the best technical
solutions into the armed forces.

Regular deliveries of weapons and
military equipment play a key role in
the successful completion of com-
bat missions. In 2025, the volume of
such supplies in the special military
operation zone increased by a third.
As a result, despite high-intensity
combat, the Joint Group of Forces'
supply level has reached 92%, and
that of frontline units has reached
80%. Current needs for aircraft and
helicopters, artillery, and logistics
equipment, including medical trans-
port, have been virtually met. The
problem of shortage of artillery shells
has been largely resolved.

Ultimately, this allows the Russian
army to confidently maintain the stra-
tegic initiative and conduct active of-
fensive operations in multiple direc-
tions simultaneously. Last year, the
pace of advancement of the East,
Center, and West force groups in-
creased by 1.5 to 2 times compared
to 2024. These figures represent
significant results: the Kursk Oblast
was liberated, important defensive
points of the Ukrainian forces in the
Donbas and Zaporizhzhia were de-
stroyed, and the combat potential of
the Ukrainian Armed Forces was re-
duced by a third. Overall, | can say
that we are ahead of the enemy in

At the opening of a museum memorial
complex dedicated to the feat of the heroes
of the foreign military operation.
Pyongyang. April 26,2026
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technology, methods, and techniques
of combat. This advantage must be
maintained by creating conditions for
intensification of offensive operations
and for the rapid achievement of all
the objectives of the SMO.

Itis gratifying that, as during the Great
Patriotic War, the army and the peo-
ple are united in their commitment
to achieving our victory. We see the
highest level of support that Russians
provide to both the country's leader-
ship and the Armed Forces, translat-
ing this into practical actions. Some
of the most important examples have
been the enlistment of citizens for
contract service in the SMO zone, as
well as their participation in the spe-
cial operation as volunteers. | would
like to emphasize that all contract re-
cruitment plans are being fulfilled on
time, and often ahead of schedule.
Thanks to their conscious choice,
nearly 410,000 citizens have volun-
teered for the SMO. Two-thirds of
them are under 40 years of age, and
more than a third have a higher or
secondary vocational education.

| would like to separately mention
the numerous volunteer organiza-
tions providing comprehensive as-
sistance to military personnel. This
assistance is often targeted and ad-
dressed to specific military units. The
volume of funds collected and sent
to the front, to medical facilities, and
to new Russian and border regions
is continually increasing. More and
more of our fellow citizens, driven
by a sense of unity, are joining these
initiatives. The production of cam-
ouflage nets has become truly na-
tional. Letters to the front and small
gifts — even the simplest items from
civilian life — are invaluable to sol-
diers, reminding them that they are
remembered and cared for.

In this regard, | would like to express

my warm gratitude for their work in
the SMO zone to the members of
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the Public Council under the Russian
Ministry of Defense. We also see the
contribution to the common cause of
the All-Russian Public Organization
of Veterans of the Russian Armed
Forces, the Trade Union of Civilian
Personnel of the Russian Armed
Forces, and many others.

The personal heroism and the high-
est combat and moral qualities
demonstrated by our service mem-
bers — true heirs of the Victorious
Generation — deserve special
mention. Since the beginning of
the special military operation, hun-
dreds of thousands of people have
been awarded state decorations
for bravery and courage in the
performance of combat missions,
and more than 600 have been
awarded the title Hero of Russia.
Among them are the first and, to
date, the only two-time Hero of the
Russian Federation, Major General
Mikhail Gudkov; Senior Lieutenant
Nurmagomed Gadzhimagomedov;
Corporal of the Medical Service
Lyudmila Bolilaya; Military Chaplain
Father Antony Savchenko; war cor-
respondent Yevgeny Poddubny;
and many others.

Most importantly, every soldier, re-
gardless of position or rank, pos-
sesses a clear understanding that
they are fighting for a just cause.
Every participant in the special op-
eration understands that, unlike the
enemy, driven by a thirst for historical
revenge, we defend the sovereign-
ty and independence of the state.
We fight for our right to free and

in focus

independent development, so that
our children and grandchildren can
live without fear for their future. And
to do this, we must go all the way and
eradicate this absolute evil — fas-
cism. And we will definitely do it; vic-
tory will be ours!

Russia is not alone in this battle. We
have got many like-minded peo-
ple who, like us, reject any form
of inequality, are unwilling to ac-
cept Western dictates, and refuse
to succumb to its blackmail and
threats. First and foremost, these
are our most reliable and devoted
allies — the Republic of Belarus and
the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea. | would like to once again
express my sincere gratitude and
admiration to the servicemen of the
Korean People's Army who took part
in the liberation of Kursk from neo-
Nazi groups. | am also grateful to the
volunteers from Serbia, Abkhazia,
and South Ossetia, as well as coun-
tries from Africa, Central America,
and Latin America, taking part in the
special military operation. Your assis-
tance is also very valuable and sig-
nificant to us.

In conclusion, | assure you once
again: all the goals of the spe-
cial military operation set by the
Supreme Commander-in-Chief will
be achieved. | thank its participants
for their dedication and heroism, and
the citizens of our country for their
full support. | wish the personnel fur-
ther military success. To Russia's en-
emies, | say: there will be no revenge.
Neo-Nazism will not pass! %

Russia has never harbored any illusions about the
West's ability to negotiate and is always prepared

to respond appropriately to any unfriendly
gestures directed at us.
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OnJuly 4, 2026, the United States of America will celebrate its 250th anniversary. During this
time, the nation has undergone an incredibly rapid transformation from a periphery of the
British Empire to the world's leading economy — with its future prospects not entirely clear. In

thisregard, it is appropriate to conduct a retrospective analysis of US economic development
and its impact on international relations. Especially since the problems Washington faced
centuries ago are once again relevant today, reviving similar methods of addressing them.

The United States, a nation of liberated
colonists who once rebelled against
the British monarchy, remained out-
side the evolving global colonial sys-
tem throughout the 18th and much
of the 19th centuries. The discus-
sions of Thomas Jefferson, Alexander
Hamilton, and other "Founding
Fathers" were to shape the concept
of a federal union: whether it should
be a community of free farmers with
a weak central government or a state-
sponsored association of independent
entrepreneurs. By the early 19th cen-
tury, the answers to these questions
were far from obvious, as the engines
of American economic growth — the
steel and oil industries, railroads, and
telegraph — did not yet exist.
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Until the 1880s, the US could not
even be considered a major trad-
ing power. Its main exports — at that
time less than 3% of the world's to-
tal — consisted of raw materials (cot-
ton, tobacco, timber) and foodstuffs
(grain and meat). It was only at the
turn of the 19th and 20th centuries
that rapid economic development
began, with average annual GDP
growth rates of approximately 5%,
transforming America into the state
we know today.

It was also at this time that a number
of major corporations were found-
ed, becoming the flagships of the
American economy. Many of them,
such as Standard Oil (1870-1987),

General Electric (1878-2024), and
U.S. Steel (1901-2025), no longer ex-
ist. But some remain significant to-
day, among them AT&T (1885), Ford
Motor Company (1903), IBM (1911),
and Boeing (1916). All of them were
distinguished by innovation — the
key to their high competitiveness.
However, this was not enough to
conquer foreign markets.

In an effort to reverse this trend and
transform the United States from
an importer to an exporter of in-
dustrial goods, the federal govern-
ment strongly supported domestic
production and imposed tariff re-
strictions on imports. Until the early
1910s, the weighted average import
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duty never fell below 20% (see
Figure 1). Tariffs also served another
function: until 1913, there was no in-
come tax in the United States, and
tariffs were an important source of
budget revenue.

Up until the mid-1920s, Americans
were hardly interested in the af-
fairs of the outside world. It's worth
remembering that after World War
I, the United States withdrew from
the League of Nations, which had
been created largely at the initia-
tive of President Woodrow Wilson.
However, this "isolationism" could no
longer remain the same. The coun-
try was rapidly becoming a pillar of
the global economy: its industrial
output met domestic demand and
was actively exported. Furthermore,
the US had become a major credi-
tor. Germany, having lost the war, re-
sorted to borrowing from American
banks to pay reparations. In turn, the
recipients of these reparations, pri-
marily Great Britain and France, used
the German tranches to cover their
own debts to America.

The established pattern of financial
enrichment in the United States con-
tributed significantly to its rapid eco-
nomic growth, known as the "Roaring
Twenties." Nevertheless, this boom
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In this way — on superprofits from a conflict on
another continent — the principal pattern of financial
enrichment of the United States got established

contributing significantly to its rapid economic
growth, known as the "Roaring Twenties.”

ended with the most severe crisis in
American history in 1929, followed by
the Great Depression in the 1930s.
The recovery, conditioned by the out-
break of World War I, once again led
to unprecedented results — in 1942,
the US GDP growth rate reached a
record 18.9%.

The post-war reconstruction of
Europe, coupled with the estab-
lishment of systemic relations with
Japan, further solidified the might of
the United States. A significant share
of US-manufactured and exported
goods, particularly automobiles,
machine tools, and other high-tech
equipment, ended up in Western
Europe, which had virtually lost its
industrial potential. Under these cir-
cumstances, American companies
began to build long-term relation-
ships with customers for the pur-
chase and operation of sophisticated
equipment.

At last, one more significant point. In
1944, following the Bretton Woods
Conference, the prototype of the
modern financial system was cre-
ated. It was subsequently amended
several times until 1976, when it was
replaced by the so-called Jamaica
Accords, which still exist today. In
essence, the US dollar became the
world's main reserve currency, and
its value was finally detached from
its gold backing.

Thus, America reached the peak
of its economic power. This gave
Washington leverage, which it began
to use, among other things, to stifle
opponents. Clear examples are Cuba
and Iran subjected to an econom-
ic blockade for many years, which
has a significant negative impact
on their development. It is enough
to recall the US ban on the sup-
ply of civilian aircraft and their com-
ponents to Tehran, which created

Figure 1. US Weighted Average Tariff, 1891-2025
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serious transport and logistical risks
and complicated communication for
Iranians with the outside world.

Washington's closest allies are
not immune either. Let me re-
mind you how, using the tools of
the Coordinating Committee for
Multilateral Export Controls (CoCom),
the Americans bankrupted the
Swedish company Stansaab, a sub-
sidiary of the Saab concern, for

supplying air navigation equipment
for the Moscow and Kyiv air hubs
on the eve of the 1980 Olympics. A
similar fate befell the Japanese com-
pany Toshiba Machine for selling in-
dustrial machine tools to the USSR.
The resulting losses brought the
company to the brink of bankruptcy,
and Toshiba itself suffered a serious
blow, undermining its position in the
global microelectronics market. In
1987, the US Congress banned the

Today, it can be confidently stated that, despite an
extremely aggressive policy aimed at ensuring its

own dominance, the United States’ position in the
world is getting inexorably weaker.
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sale of its products, despite the fact
that the American market accounted
for up to 15% of the company's an-
nual revenue.

Modern practices of sanctions pres-
sure and export controls are a direct
continuation and development of this
experience. However, applying such
restrictions to major powers such as
China or Russia is fraught with costs.
The imposed restrictions force eco-
nomic actors to adapt to new condi-
tions, which in turn leads to restruc-
turing all global supply chains and, as
a consequence, mitigates the nega-
tive effects.

Today, it can be confidently stated

that, despite an extremely aggres-
sive policy aimed at ensuring its own
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dominance, the United States' posi-
tion in the world is getting inexorably
weaker. This is a logical transforma-
tion of the entire international sys-
tem, which accelerated significantly
after the 2008 global financial cri-
sis. Seventeen years later, it is clear
that this process is gaining momen-
tum — including its political and eco-
nomic components, the principles of
interaction between actors, and key
institutions.

The main challenge to US leadership
is posed by China, which has suc-
cessfully integrated itself into global
economic relations but has never
become part of the US-centric or-
der. Moreover, China's importance to
the global economy is only growing,
while the US share is inexorably de-
clining: from 39.6% of global GDP in
1960 to 25.9% in 2024. The US trade
deficit has also persisted for the past
50 years (see Figure 2). The foreign
trade deficit is driven by imported
goods, while the US remains a net
exporter of services.

The share of manufacturing indus-
try in the US GDP continues to de-
crease steadily: today, it accounts
for approximately 10%. Innovative
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The main challenge to US leadership is posed by
China, which has successfully integrated itself into

global economic relations but has never become part
of the US-centric order.

production is declining. Much man-
ufacturing has been offshored, and
businesses are reluctant to bring it
back. At the same time, labor pro-
ductivity in the US is steadily grow-
ing — it ranks among the top twenty
in this indicator. It would seem that
this logic has existed for decades
and has never prevented the United
States from remaining a scientific and
technological leader and the world's
largest economy. Moreover, lower
production costs increase profits for
American businesses. So, what's the
problem?

There are several. First, offshoring
high-tech industries leads to a loss of
skills and a decline in product qual-
ity. Second, it leads to a detachment
from innovations learned in produc-
tion (learning by doing), which also
negatively impacts competitiveness.
Finally, serious risks arise, such as

disruptions in production chains, as
demonstrated during the pandemic.
With increasing international ten-
sions, the probability of such events
only grows.

It should also be taken into account
that the decline in the manufactur-
ing industry is accompanied by the
degradation of certain regions of the
country. A lack of demand for labor
leads to a decline in living standards
and an increase in crime. These chal-
lenges have to be addressed by both
funds of certain states and the fed-
eral budget.

Traditionally, a low national currency
exchange rate is considered essen-
tial to supporting producers, as it
stimulates exports. The current US
administration also adheres to this
approach. Indeed, since the intro-
duction of the Jamaica Accords, the

Figure 2. US Trade Balance, 1970-2025 (Millions USD)
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The dollar's systemic importance is associated with
the risk of its weaponization through unilateral
imposition of sanctions and other restrictions by the

White House. This encourages third countries to
switch to settlements in national and other alternative
currencies, which is unacceptable for the US.

US dollar index (the ratio of its value
to a basket of other currencies) has
risen significantly, approaching its re-
cord high of 1985, when Washington
concluded the Plaza Accord with its
allies for a controlled devaluation of
the US dollar (see Figure 3).

Similar consolidated measures are
unlikely today. Primarily because de-
veloping new solutions to lower the
dollar's exchange rate will require
the participation of China and other
non-Western countries. While at the
height of its power, Washington was
able to simply engage its allies and
partners in solving the problem, un-
der globalization it will have to con-
sider the views of other participants
in the global economic system — the

one largely built by the United States
itself, but that includes more than just
friendly states.

Persistent local conflicts do not con-
tribute to lowering the dollar's value
either. Seeking to hedge their bets,
central banks and private businesses
in other countries are accumulating
dollar reserves, confident that the
American currency will remain stable.
High demand for US debt securities,
which have become an instrument of
Washington's international influence,
is putting additional pressure on the
exchange rate.

The dollar's systemic importance is as-
sociated with the risk of its weaponi-
zation through unilateral imposition of

sanctions and other restrictions by the
White House. This encourages third
countries to switch to settlements in
national and other alternative cur-
rencies, which is unacceptable for
the US. Indicative of this is President
Donald Trump's harsh reaction even
to the hypothetical prospect of a com-
mon currency for BRICS+ countries.
Moreover, as | repeat, the free circula-
tion of the dollar leads to its high val-
ue and constrains American exports.

In addition to the value of the dol-
lar, protectionist measures — both
tariff and non-tariff (standards, pro-
curement and tender requirements
for government agencies) — could
be effective tools for supporting do-
mestic producers. This would protect
American businesses domestically
and replenish the federal budget, as
was the case at the turn of the 20th
century under Presidents Grover
Cleveland and William McKinley.
Furthermore, revenue from tariffs
would help reduce the tax burden.
Let me remind you that since 2017 the
corporate tax in the United States has
been 21%, and some experts, primar-
ily supporters of Donald Trump and

Figure 3. US Dollar's Average Real Effective exchange rate

the Republican Party, believe it could
be further reduced or eliminated en-
tirely, replaced by tariff revenues.

However, if the potential revenue
from import tariffs is compared with
the US budget deficit (see Figure 4),
it becomes clear how difficult this
idea is to implement. The amount of
funds received, even with the cur-
rent weighted average tariff of 14.5%
established under D. Trump, clear-
ly does not cover the shortfall. The
questionability of very idea of rais-
ing tariffs, which has already sparked
legal proceedings and resulted in
some of the president's decisions in
this area being declared illegal, can-
not be overlooked as well.

To sum up, we could say that the
United States is approaching its
250th anniversary in an unusual po-
sition. Certainly, it is still the world's
largest economy (by nominal GDP),
and its companies demonstrate
relatively high labor productivity.
However, today the US is rather a
hostage to this power. It is forced
to act as a guarantor of the stabil-
ity of a global economic system that
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Today the US is a hostage to their own power.
It is forced to act as a guarantor of the stability of
a global economic system that no longer generates

the necessary profits but instead strengthens its
direct competitor, China.

no longer generates the necessary
profits but instead strengthens its
direct competitor, China. Besides,
Washington's dissatisfaction and irri-
tation with the current state of affairs
are evident, partly due to the inability
to rectify anything without incurring
painful costs.

For now, the American market re-
mains attractive to foreign compa-
nies. The country's population still
tends to spend heavily and save little.
Great demand covers costs, includ-
ing those from import tariffs, main-
taining competition among suppliers.
However, due to the US's close inte-
gration into the global economy, do-
mestic producers can barely benefit
from this highly profitable domestic
market. Moreover, the longstanding

expansionist policy has led the United
States to a serious overexpenditure
and accumulation of a huge pub-
lic debt, which brings them only too
close to a dangerous line.

In this situation it is reasonable to as-
sume that the American government,
regardless of party affiliation, will
seek alternative paths to long-term
development. In this regard, disman-
tling the system built by the United
States itself could prove beneficial.
Just as 80 years ago, when the US,
not together but alongside the Soviet
Union, participated in dismantling
the outdated colonial world order led
by Great Britain, in the current situa-
tion, it may be forced to facilitate the
formation of a new, polycentric world
order to secure its own future. %

Figure 4. US Budget Deficit vs. Tariff Revenue, 1991-2025 (Billions USD)
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Co-Chairman of the Russian Historical Society

Konstantin Mogilevsky:

"Today, history is becoming
an arena of intellectual

confrontation”

This June, the Russian Historical Society (RHS) celebrates its 160th anniver-
sary. It did not function during the Soviet era, though, and was only revived in
2012. "Razvedchik" spoke with the Co-Chairman of the RHS, Deputy Minister of
Science and Higher Education, Konstantin Ilyich Mogilevsky, about the events
marking the anniversary, the Society's current tasks, and the importance of

historical knowledge.

Konstantin Ilyich, you and Sergey Yevgenyev-
ich Naryshkin were among the initiators of the
Society's revival. What has been achieved dur-
ing this time, and how do you plan to celebrate
the anniversary?

It should be noted that the initiative to revive the
RHS initially arose within the Russian Academy
of Sciences (RAS). Prominent scientists came
forward with this idea — Academicians Anatoly
Panteleevich Derevyanko, Anatoly Vasilyevich
Torkunovy, and Alexander Oganovich
Chubaryan. On behalf of the community of
Russian historians, they approached Sergey
Yevgenyevich Naryshkin — then Chairman of
the State Duma — proposing to recreate the
Society and lead its work. Sergey Yevgenyevich
paid great attention to this idea. Thanks to his

support, 26 leading universities, museums, li-
braries, and other authoritative organizations
became co-founders of the RHS, in addition to
the RAS.

Andrey Yevgenyevich Petrov played a sig-
nificant organizational role in the establish-
ment of the Society. By that time, he had
worked for several years as Deputy Academic
Secretary of the Department of Historical and
Philological Sciences of the RAS and headed
the Coordination Council for Youth Affairs in
Scientific and Educational Spheres. In turn, in
2005, | defended my dissertation on the re-
forms of P.A. Stolypin. This means that by 2012,
| was still a young scientist, and it was a great
honor for me to assist my senior colleagues in
this important undertaking.

Konstantin Ilyich Mogilevsky

Was born on July 15, 1982, in Kalinin (now Tver). Graduated from the Historical
and Archival Institute of the Russian State University for the Humanities in 2002.
From 2004 to 2016, he held various positions in the apparatus of the State Duma.
From 2006 to 2011, he served as Scientific Secretary and Executive Director of the
PA. Stolypin Heritage Study Foundation. From the re-establishment of the Russian
Historical Society in 2012 until 2022, he was a board member and chairman of the
RHS board. From 2016 to 2022, he was the Executive Director and Chairman of
the Board of the "History of the Fatherland" Foundation. In December 2022, he was
appointed Deputy Minister of Science and Higher Education. Since June 2023, he has been Co-Chairman of the RHS.
He holds a Candidate of Historical Sciences degree. Awarded with the Order of Friendship.

RAZVEDCHZK 35



At a General Meeting
of the RHS.
June 10,2025
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Over the years, the Russian Historical Society
has succeeded in uniting the efforts of the
state, society, and professional historians, di-
recting them towards the formation of a Russia-
wide historical culture. Today, we have 157 legal
entities and over a thousand individual mem-
bers. One could say that this is the vanguard
of Russia's historical community. It is a great
privilege for me to be a member of the same
Society with these people — my comrades,
leading scholars, educators, and popularizers
of historical science.

The RHS's activities cover a wide range of ar-

eas — from the development of school and
higher historical education to supporting the

Russian Historical Society

archival sector. Under the Society's auspices,
large-scale scientific conferences are held, ex-
hibitions are opened, and documentary films
and books are published. The upcoming an-
niversary is a good occasion to reflect on the
path taken, compare ourselves with our pre-
decessors — members of the pre-revolution-
ary RHS — and outline plans for the future. We
will discuss these plans in detail in June at our
annual General Meeting, which will be held at
Moscow State University.

The task of preserving historical memory and
passing it on to new generations has been set
by the President, and its relevance is beyond
doubt. But is it easy to promote such initia-
tives "on the ground,” and are they of interest
to modern youth?

Promoting history can be both simple and com-
plex. It's simple because historical knowledge
is in demand in itself. We see this both in the
high demand for thematic literature and in pub-
lic opinion polls. The complexity, however, lies
in the fact that professional historians often
have to compete for audience attention with
skilled amateurs, and sometimes even with de-
liberate falsifiers. This is the specificity of the
modern information environment.

One of the primary goals of the RHS from the
outset was to ensure that the voice of histori-
cal science should be heard. To achieve this,
we have many talented popularizers within our
ranks — museum professionals, journalists,
producers — who continuously improve their
methods of knowledge presentation.

We pay special attention to the work with
young people. The Society has a Youth Club,

Re-established on June 20,2012, in the traditions of the Imperial Russian Historical Society, which operated from 1866 to
1920. It unites the efforts of the state, scholars, and history enthusiasts to form a Russia-wide historical culture based on
the study and popularization of national and world history,and the preservation of national memory.Among the founders
are the Russian Academy of Sciences, Lomonosov Moscow State University, Saint Petersburg State University, Moscow
State University of International Relations (MGIMO) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, the State
Historical Museum, the State Tretyakov Gallery,and the Russian State Library. Currently, there are over 70 regional branches
of the RHS in operation. Since its revival, Sergey Yevgenyevich Naryshkin has been its chairman.
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which already includes several hundred stu-
dents, postgraduate students, and young sci-
entists. They participate in major RIS projects,
implement their own educational initiatives,
and conduct volunteer campaigns. By the way,
there is also interest in such activities among
their peers abroad — in late April, | participated
in the founding meeting of a RHS Youth Club
branch in Serbia.

And what is the situation with teaching his-
tory in Russian universities? Are any changes
expected in the higher education programs for
the history course in the new academic year?

Improving higher historical education is a joint
priority of the RHS and the Ministry of Science
and Higher Education of Russia. Work is being
carried out on two parallel tracks. On the one
hand, we are training professional historians.
On the other hand, we are forming the neces-
sary volume of basic historical knowledge for
those who are pursuing other specialties, for
example, engineering or medical ones.
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Professional historians often have to
compete for audience attention with skilled

amateurs, and sometimes even with
deliberate falsifiers. .

I would like to remind you that since 2022,
according to an order from the Ministry of
Science and Higher Education, all those re-
ceiving higher education in Russia undergo a
course in Russian history of at least 144 aca-
demic hours. The substantive requirements for
the results of its mastery are enshrined in the
concept developed by the RHS. Based on this
concept, an electronic textbook has been pre-
pared, which has been used nationwide for the
second year. We regularly check the quality of
knowledge: we test students immediately after
admission, and then we see how their level of
preparation has changed by May — at the end
of the course. This allows us to track progress.

The Russian Historical

Society building.
Moscow, Vorontsovo
Pole Str, 13,b.1
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A joint understanding of our shared past lays
the necessary foundation for dialogue, fostering

an atmosphere of mutual respect and trust.

A meeting of the
organizing committee
on preparation for

the celebration

of Catherine the Great
300th anniversary.
Moscow. March 11,2026
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A similar approach to teaching history in non-
historical specialties will be preserved in the
updated national system of higher education.
The course "History of Russia" will become
part of the fundamental core of disciplines,
along with "Philosophy" and "Fundamentals of
Russian Statehood."

As for the training of professional historians, it
is important here to consider both the number
of graduates and their quality. | would like to re-
mind you that the RHS is the center of respon-
sibility for the enlarged group of specialties
and fields of study "History and Archaeology,"
that is to say it influences the distribution of
state-funded places among the regions of

Russia. Together with the Ministry of Science
and Higher Education, it ensures that the num-
ber of places for historical specialties remains
sufficient to cover all the country's needs for
qualified personnel.

| would also like to add that the Ministry is cur-
rently organizing a broad discussion of edu-
cational programs and curricula, aimed at up-
dating them in accordance with the level of
modern scientific knowledge, the requirements
of the labor market, and society expectations.

Please, tellus how is the process of creating a
unified scientific and educational space for the
Union State of Russia and Belarus progress-
ing, as well as within the EAEU?

We are working closely with our Belarusian
colleagues. A year ago, the first stage of im-
plementing the scientific and technological
development strategy of the Union State until
2035 was launched. In February of this year,
a new intergovernmental agreement on the

NO 2 (15) June 2026

terms of operation of the Belarusian-Russian
University was signed. Scientific and educa-
tional cooperation is also developing within the
EAEU. | would like to remind you that in May
2023, at a meeting of the Supreme Eurasian
Economic Council, Russian President V.V. Putin
proposed to ensure the freedom of knowledge
within the EAEU, which gave a powerful impe-
tus to inter-university interaction.

Naturally, scientific and educational coopera-
tion with the countries of the near abroad is pri-
marily focused on the engineering, technical,
medical, and agricultural sectors. This reflects
the needs of our economies. However, a joint
understanding of our shared past lays the nec-
essary foundation for dialogue, fostering an at-
mosphere of mutual respect and trust.

On a systemic basis, the Institute of
Archaeology, the Institute of Russian History,
the Institute of Oriental Studies, and other aca-
demic institutes — members of the RHS — in
Moscow, St. Petersburg, Novosibirsk, Ulan-Ude,
and Vladivostok interact with EAEU partners. |
would like to specifically mention the Institute
of World History of the Russian Academy
of Sciences, through which the work of the
International Association of Historians and
Archivists of CIS Member States is coordinat-
ed. Its next meeting will open in Moscow very
soon — on June 22, on the 85th anniversary of
the start of the Great Patriotic War. Following
this, on June 23-25, the Il World Congress of
School History Teachers will be held in the
Russian capital, with representatives from
Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
many other countries participating.

Building dialogue with foreign colleagues, we
proceed from the understanding that they rep-
resent sovereign countries with their own ap-
proaches to their national past. At the same
time, it is very important that these approaches
align with the spirit of good neighborliness, im-
plying respect for common history and for the
Russian language as the language of intereth-
nic communication. There is still a lot of work to
be done here. For the past to bring peoples to-
gether, rather than divide them, it is necessary
to conduct discussions professionally, relying
on historical documents. Then, as a rule, it is
possible to reach agreement on many issues.

NO 2 (15) June 2026

You mentioned the 85th anniversary of the
start of the war, the anniversary of Hitler's
aggression, in connection with which | have
a question about the origins of Nazism. What
do you think, why was such a misanthropic
ideology born precisely in the West? After all,
Immanuel Kant and his golden rule of morality
are also a product of Western, or rather Ger-
man, philosophical thought...

The criminal ideology of Nazism formed in
an atmosphere of deep frustration that the
German society found itself in after its defeat
in World War |. The victorious powers, Great
Britain and France, acting in a non-dignified
and short-sighted manner, did everything pos-
sible to consolidate their triumph by weakening
potential rivals. Germany was deprived of its
rights, demilitarized, and subjected to humiliat-
ing reparations. Subsequently, the country was
struck by a severe economic crisis. The Nazis
promised the German people to lead them out
of this historical impasse. Unfortunately, many
believed them.

At a meeting with

the Fudan University
leadership. Shanghai.

April 17,2026

For the past to bring peoples together, rather
than divide them, it is necessary to conduct

discussions professionally, relying on

historical documents.
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At a meeting of the
Council for Cooperation
in Education of the
CIS States. Moscow.
November 20, 2025

By the way, similar processes also led to
the rise of militarism in Japan. Although the
Japanese civilization is also outstanding and
no less ancient than the Western civilization,
with rich culture and traditions. But remember
what atrocities the Japanese committed in the
Far East and China. We are thinking of propos-
ing to our Chinese colleagues to hold a joint
conference this year to discuss the causes and
circumstances of the outbreak of World War ||
in the Asia-Pacific region.

Returning to the question — it's not about the
nature of one civilization or another. It is incor-
rect to say that a certain culture inherently con-
tains prerequisites for misanthropy. Whenever
criminal ideas prevail, we are dealing with a
glitch, an error in the program of civilizational
development. But such errors, alas, can only
be corrected surgically.

Whenever criminal ideas prevail, we are
dealing with a glitch, an error in the program

of civilizational development. But such errors,
alas, can only be corrected surgically.
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Modern Western politicians, who seriously re-
peat the claim of "Russia's attack on 19 coun-
tries during the last 100 years," either studied
poorly in school or are deliberately distorting
facts. How could we combat such crude falsi-
fication of history? After all, it is obvious that
today the voice of truth is not needed by any-
one in the West.

You likely mean Kaja Kallas. She was born in the
Estonian SSR and had the opportunity to study
in a Soviet school. Her father, Siim Kallas, was a
member of the Communist Party, worked in the
republican Ministry of Finance, and after the col-
lapse of the Union, found his place in the ranks
of European bureaucracy. In other words, Kaja
Kallas is our former underachiever. Unfortunately,
we have underachievers among us too.

However, in my opinion, the focus here should
be not on Kallas's personal knowledge, which is
evidently limited, but on the significantly lowered
expectations of citizens in European countries
from their political leaders. Ms. Kallas is clear-
ly no de Gaulle, nor even Margaret Thatcher. |
believe that until Europeans realize their funda-
mental interests, raise the bar for their leaders,
and begin to demand at least minimal responsi-
bility and foresight from them, the level of their
political elites will continue to decline.
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As for countering the falsification of history,
there are no other recipes here than consist-
ently and argumentatively presenting our point
of view to the foreign audience. Fortunately,
we have such an audience, and it continues
to expand — thanks to Russia Today and other
Russian media. Today, history, alas, has been
turned by our adversaries into an arena of in-
tellectual confrontation. To win this confronta-
tion — which we must do — we need to be two
heads above the opponent.

If you'll allow me, a personal question. You
are a graduate of the Russian State Univer-
sity for the Humanities' Historical and Archival
Institute, graduating with honors. Where does
such love for history come from, and is there a
recipe for instilling it in modern youth?

I'll be concise: | had a good teacher in school.
She instilled a passion for studying the past in
many students, and | wasn't the only one from
our class to choose a career as a historian. Of
course, she was a person of Soviet upbring-
ing. Heretofore — even if you wake me up in
the middle of the night — | can name all the
five characteristics of imperialism right away
(laughs).

But seriously, the work of a historian is not
about memorizing facts. It's an analytical activ-
ity that requires the ability to find sources, eval-
uate and compare them, ask them questions,
and get answers. By working with documents
from the past, we build a dialogue with their
creators, try to understand people's goals, their
motives, and their way of thinking — because
history is made by people. It's a very exciting
endeavor that requires intellect, thoughtful-
ness, and a kind of sense of reality. Historians
work precisely with reality, which, although it
has passed, has not ceased to be reality.

And finally. Given your deep historical knowl-
edge, what can you wish for intelligence ser-
vice and intelligence officers?

The Chairman of the RHS and Director of
Russia's Foreign Intelligence Service, Sergey
Yevgenyevich Naryshkin, in one of his inter-
views noted that the work of historians is, in
a certain sense, similar to that of intelligence
officers. Both professions require obtaining
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The work of a historian is not about
memorizing facts. It's an analytical activity

that requires the ability to find sources,
evaluate and compare them, ask them
questions, and get answers.

objective, complete, and reliable information,
and to achieve this, they must find and interact
with its sources. In both cases, it is work with
people. Of course, historians more often deal
with the deceased, while intelligence officers
deal with the living. However, the reverse can
also happen.

I would like to wish the intelligence service suc-
cess in its difficult but very important work of
ensuring national security. And to the veterans
of the Service, some of whom received histori-
cal education in their time and are professional
historians, | wish well-being and the upbringing
of a worthy successor generation. %

Interviewed
by Vladislav Ilyin

In the courtyard of

the Russian Historical

Society building
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Right on target!”
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Advanced weapons are essential for ensuring the security and protection
of the country. “Razvedchik” spoke with the CEO of the JSC “Tactical Missile
Armament Corporation” (KTRV), Hero of Russia, Boris Viktorovich Obnosov
about who creates such armaments in modern Russia and how, as well as
about weaponry of the future and management secrets.

Boris Viktorovich, you have been heading
KTRV since its inception, for nearly a quarter
of a century. What do you consider to be your
main achievement as a leader? Have you ac-
complished everything you set out to do?

KTRV was established in 2002, but | officially
took over as its head in 2003. | spent a year pre-
paring, delving into the work of the enterprises,
identifying their strengths and weaknesses, and
studying the personnel. | consider the establish-
ment of the corporation to be our main achieve-
ment, as it was the first of its kind in new Russia.
Other similar structures emerged later.

Our journey was non-standard, consisting of
several stages. We started with six enterprises,
and then, through decrees of the President of
the Russian Federation, their number succes-
sively increased, along with the staff size and
the scope of production. This decision proved
to be wise, as it allowed us to study the ac-
tual financial and economic condition of each
production facility, determine its development
prospects, develop an individual approach to
corporate governance, and build a team.

Our main difference from other corporations is

that the management company is simultane-
ously the parent company — the developer and

Boris Viktorovich Obnosov

manufacturer of the equipment. Thanks to this,
we have created a comfortable internal envi-
ronment, because managers often live off divi-
dends that they take from those who are part
of the holding company. In our corporation, all
profits go to priority areas of development.

In KTRYV, the corporate management unitis small,
with less than 50 people. Each of my deputies
performs at least a dual function. This is a matter
of principle for me as it allows us to spend our
funds more efficiently, including those allocated
to us by the state. To be honest, it is sometimes
disheartening to see how bloated the bureau-
cratic apparatus is in our country. It is even larg-
er than in the USSR time despite the fact that
modern Russia is smaller than the Soviet Union.

For example, we do not employ full-time artists
or designers. Recently, we published a calen-
dar with drawings done by our employees’ chil-
dren — something | am very proud of. The same
illustrations were used to decorate the buildings
of the workshops on site. This initiative turned
out to be heartwarming, and a pleasant experi-
ence for the parents of these children.

As for whether everything has been realized, |
would answer this way: if everything had already
been accomplished, | would have retired long ago.

Was born on January 26,1953 in Moscow, into a military family. In 1976, he graduated from the Moscow Aviation
Institute (MAI), and in 1983 — from the evening department of the Faculty of Mechanics and Mathematics at
Lomonosov Moscow State University. In 1990, he served as an expert in arms negotiations in Europe, and from
1994 to 1997, he was the First Secretary of the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations,
as well as the adviser to the Department for Security and Disarmament Affairs of the Russian Foreign Ministry.
From 1998 to 2003, he held senior positions at FSUE “Russian Technologies”, ‘Promexport”,and ‘Rosoboronexport”.
Since 2003, he has been the CEQ of the “Zvezda-Strela” State Scientific Research and Production Center, on the
basis of which KTRV was established. Since 2009, he has also headed a department at MAI. Doctor of Technical
Sciences, Professor. Author of more than 100 scientific papers and patents. Hero of Russia. He has been awarded
the Orders For Merit to the Fatherland, Il and IV Class, as well as the Order of Friendship.
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Coastal defense missile systems

Number of missiles in a battery 8 2
Operational range, km 260 300
Missile name Kh-35 Yakhont
Maximum speed, m per sec 290 750
Warhead mass, kg 145 200
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Does the corporation continue to expand?

Yes, we are still growing. Today, the holding
includes 58 companies with approximately
97 thousand employees. The geography is very
wide: Miass, Orenburg, Perm, Kamensk-Uralsky,
the Republic of Dagestan, Astrakhan and Nizhny
Novgorod regions are just a part of the large list
of cities and regions where we operate.

Were there any difficulties in building the ver-
tical structure?

Of course, mergers always raise concerns. And
it's not just about losing autonomy — some
feared losing their identity and traditions. We
convinced them that it’s better together, and
explained the advantages. We faced a diffi-
cult task of uniting diverse enterprises, includ-
ing those with large debts and underutilized
capacities. We gave many of them a second
chance and helped them avoid bankruptcy.

For example, in 2024, the NPO “Iskra” joined
KTRV. In the USSR, it was part of a single com-
plex with the Perm-based “Mashinostroitel”
plant, but in the 1990s the enterprises were di-
vided. Together with “Iskra”, we inherited debts
amounting to 11 billion rubles. | won’t say that
NPO is already thriving today. Nevertheless,
we have reviewed the product line and con-
tracts, received government support, and the
company has entered a sustainable develop-
ment trajectory.

The key pointisthatmergers create newtechno-
logical opportunities. For example, in 2015, the
JSC “Sea Underwater Weapon — Gidropribor”
joined our circuit. At that time, everyone was
asking me — “Why?”. But if you look at a torpe-
do or a missile, despite the differences in guid-
ance systems and engines, everything is the
same in terms of aerodynamics. Navier-Stokes
equations work both here and there (laughs).

Or another story. At one time, the Reutov-
based “NPO Mashinostroyeniya”developed
the well-known Bastion coastal missile sys-
tem (CMS). We were developing the Bal CMS
the same time. Again, people argued with us.
Today, everyone understands that in terms of

JSC “Tactical Missile Armament Corporation”

Russia’s largest military-industrial holding company. It was established in 2002 by decree of the President of the
Russian Federation. The head office is the Scientific Research and Production Center “Zvezda-Strela”, located in Korolev,
Moscow Region. Currently, it unites about 60 companies specializing in the development of missiles for aviation, as well
as naval and ground-based tactical systems. It produces around 20 different types of weapons, including the Zircon
hypersonic missiles. The corporation supplies up to 80% of high-precision aviation and up to 100% of naval weapons

to the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation.
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the balance between efficiency and cost, the
two systems complement each other well. The
Bal CMS, with its low-cost missiles, is designed
to destroy enemy ships with a displacement
of up to 5.000 tons, while the Bastion, where
missiles are many times more expensive, is de-
signed to destroy heavier ships.

What projects are you preparing for the fu-
ture? Or is there no time to think about it now,
given the enterprises are operating at 100 %
capacity to meet the needs of the special mili-
tary operation (SMQ)?

Indeed, 98% of the products produced are
state defense orders. During the SMO our
corporation has grown more than threefold.
If in 2021 the revenue was about 300 billion
rubles, in 2025 this figure reached 1.4 trillion
rubles. Where necessary, we have introduced
a three-shift schedule, recruited people — the
total number of employees has increased by
30-40%. The machine park has been signifi-
cantly renovated, not only with state support,
but also with our own funds.

Our motto is: “Right on target”. This means
that we must always be one step ahead. We
are constantly upgrading the most in-demand
complexes — the Bal, the Bastion, and the
Zircon, so that our missiles can fly farther and
faster, and in the light of the development of air
defense systems, are more survivable, includ-
ing through the use of decoys and stealth tech-
nologies. There is still room for improvement
in naval weapons. To maintain leadership, it is
necessary to constantly develop — both tech-
nically and in the field of research and devel-
opment — and to update production capacities
every five to seven years. After all, technolo-
gies are being transformed at lightning speed
today, as we see in China.

In addition, for modern weapons, the cost-
efficiency ratio has become more important
than ever. And here we have some develop-
ments that I'm really proud of. For example,
the Universal Planning and Correction Module
(UMPK). We have taught free-falling bombs to
fly much further and more accurately, and be-
sides it is many times cheaper to manufacture
UMPK than cruise missiles. And most impor-
tantly, UMPK protects the lives of pilots.
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To maintain leadership, it is necessary
to constantly develop — both technically and

in the field of research and development.

A similar story applies to drones, which were
initially used by dozens, then by hundreds
per day. Soon, I'm sure, the number will reach
thousands. We are ready for this. We refine all
the products used at the front in real time. We
regularly go to the front line to understand the
needs on the ground and test something new.

Speaking about the weapons of the future, |
believe everything will develop in the direc-
tion of further miniaturization. Network-centric
swarms controlled by artificial intelligence
(Al) will emerge. Although, in my opinion, Al
is greatly overestimated, as is digitalization,
which is far from omnipotent. Moreover, it is of-
ten harmful.

At the International
Aviation and Space
Show in Zhukovsky.
August 17,2011
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At the International
Military-Technical
Forum ‘Army-2023".
Kubinka. August 16,
2023

Before the start of the special military operation,
you said that KTRV products were purchased by
at least 30 foreign countries. And how is the in-
ternational vector developing now?

Naturally, the SMO is not the most favorable
time in terms of the development of interna-
tional relations. If someone thinks that in a year
or two our products will be sold like hot cakes,
they are mistaken. Now many of the niches that
traditionally were ours are occupied by com-
petitors — China and Israel. It won’t be easy to
come back.

Nevertheless, we continue to work closely
with “Rosoboronexport”. Serious contracts for
2026 — worth almost a billion — have been
signed. We mainly interact with traditional

In the foreign market, it is necessary to act
from a position of mutual respect. To confirm

this not in words, but in deeds is the only
way to earn credibility.
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partners. BrahMos Aerospace is very helpful
in this regard, as it reaches out to other coun-
tries through its capabilities. It is a joint ven-
ture between NPO Mashinostroyehiya and
India’s Defense Research and Development
Organization. In my opinion, this is Russia’s best
international projectin the field of armaments.

In the foreign market, it is necessary to act from
a position of mutual respect. To confirm this not
in words, but in deeds is the only way to earn
credibility. At one time, many people scolded the
Soviet Union, saying it armed half the world for
almost nothing. But without this, we would not
have our own sales market — someone has to
supply spare parts and carry out repairs.... At that
time, a firm foundation for the future was laid.

KTRV is not only a weapon, but also a civilian
product. How does the corporation prepare for
conversion after the completion of the SMQO?

The conversion problem has been bothering
me for a long time. So far, there is not much
to be proud of in this area, our share of civil-
ian products is very modest. We have a number
of successful projects, including chargers for
electric cars and electric buses, electric fork-
lifts, prosthetics made of composite materials
for joint replacement. But entering the civilian
market is a long process.

In addition, the production of such items cannot
be one-off or sporadic. And what we see in the
forecasts in this regard doesn’t please us — ci-
vilian orders will not allow us to keep produc-
tion facilities running at full capacity and keep
people employed. Do you know what my worst
nightmare is? That I'm withholding the payment
of salaries. But | believe after the completion of
the military operation our country will need to
replenish its weapons stocks. In this regard, we
are studying the experience of Iran — a country
that has spent decades preparing for a poten-
tial confrontation with the United States.

You have said more than once that the main
focus in enterprises is on people. How do you
manage to retain experienced staff and at-
tract young specialists to production?

There is no need to retain anyone because we
have good salaries and a solid social package,
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including boarding houses, rest homes, a well-
developed sports base. In addition, we provide
our employees with the opportunity to pur-
chase housing at nearly cost price. Not so long
ago, we completed the construction of two
new houses in addition to the four that were
built earlier. We are continuing to build now.

| consider this to be one of our greatest achieve-
ments. Affordable housing is a crucial factor for
young people not only in our corporation, but
across the country as a whole. ltis the key to im-
proving the demographic situation. People can
start a family when they see real prospects for
buying their own home. That’s why young peo-
ple come to work in our corporation. Today, the
average age of KTRV employees is 46 years,
which we consider to be an optimal indicator.

May | ask you a question about your “past
life"? In the 1990s, you served in Vienna, then
worked at the Permanent Mission of the Rus-
sian Federation to the United Nations in New
York. Were those times interesting? Do you
feel nostalgic forit?
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Diplomatic service has given me a lot.
The main thing I learned from it is this:

you need to immerse yourself deeply in
the subject and know thoroughly what you
are doing, then you will achieve results.

Yes, it was a very interesting time. By the way,
in New York, | had the chance to work side by
side with Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov, who was
then called “the most convincing diplomat” in
the Western media. We wrote telegrams and
sometimes stayed up past midnight. We still
see each other from time to time.

Diplomatic service has given me a lot. The
main thing | learned from it is this: you need
to immerse yourself deeply in the subject and
know thoroughly what you are doing, then you
will achieve results. In that work, my academic
degree and intensive training before my depar-
ture were very useful to me.

KTRV exhibition stand
at the "Army-2017"
Forum. Kubinka.
August 24,2017
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At the International
Military-Technical
Forum ‘Army-2024".
Kubinka. August 13,
2024

Interviewed
by Vladislav Ilyin

You have a crazy schedule and a huge workload,
but you still manage to make time for sports,
reading, and music. How do you do it all?

Someone who constantly complains about not
having enough time is either lazy or disorgan-
ized. It all starts in childhood. | am accustomed
to getting up at six in the morning, walk the
dog, and run five to seven kilometers. During
my school years, | participated in various tour-
ist gatherings, athletics competitions, played
basketball, and sang in the choir — the whole
day was carefully planned.

Self-discipline doesn’t emerge by itself, you
need to have the desire for it and the right role
models. For me, such examples were my par-
ents and my elder brother, as well as various
historical figures and literary characters. | read

Constantly expand and deepen your
professional knowledge, and keep improving

yourselves all the time. There is no such
thing as too much knowledge.
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books about intelligence officers, including the
novel “The Shield and the Sword” by Vadim
Kozhevnikov and works by Yulian Semenov.
His book “Burning” about F.E. Dzerzhinsky left
a lasting impression on me. | also liked watch-
ing movies, they were different back then. | was
born and raised in a different country, where
a love for knowledge and hard work were in-
stilled. Can you name at least one film about
an engineer or designer that addressed seri-
ous issues in the last 20-30 years? Neither can
| think of one.

So, did you dream of becoming an intelligence
officer in your youth? And what would you like
to wish to those currently serving in the SVR
of Russia?

Of course, | did dream of it. All the books | read
as a child are still in my library (smiles).

My wish for intelligence officers is to constantly
expand and deepen their professional knowl-
edge, and keep improving themselves all the
time. There is no such thing as too much knowl-
edge. I'm speaking from my personal experi-
ence. After graduating from MAI, completing
postgraduate studies, and defending my PhD,
| enrolled in the evening department of the
Moscow State University Faculty of Mechanics
and Mathematics. The workload there was very
serious: out of the 125 students initially enrolled
in the group, only 25 completed their studies.

Can you name the rules of a successful man-
ager?

First of all, do not speak about things you do
not understand yourself. Let everything go
through yourself, get the feel for it and calmly
figure it all out.

Secondly, start the working day together with
your employees. Be a hard worker — an exam-
ple for them. Take my workday: it always starts
at 7 o’clock in the morning with making the
rounds of the workshops.

And finally, have less empty talks and long
meetings that ruin any initiative. Do you re-
member Vladimir Mayakovsky’s brilliant poem
“Meeting Addicts” (“Prozasedavshiesya”)?
Today it is more relevant than ever. %
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psychological workshop

Active
listening

Superability of an
intelligence officer

Text: Anna Kolganova, Irina Mirova

More brain is necessary for listening,

rather than for speaking.
(a Turkish proverb)

The ability of listening is one of major skills useful in all spheres of life, with no exceptions:
from personal relations till international negotiations. People think four times quicker than they
speak. That’s why it is so difficult for us to perceive information by ear without being distracted
by outside thoughts. The ability of not simply listening but hearing is a profitable asset which
very few people possess and competently use. And for intelligence officers it is the key one,
because this profession implies the ability not only to engage necessary people, but also to
make them talk.

Understanding of meaning of the data received from the interlocutor is complicated by the fact
that each person has their own life experience based on positive and negative events which
form their view of the world — a kind of prism through which they estimate all that is happen-
ing. Taking into account uniqueness and originality of each of us, sometimes it is hard to under-
stand each other and to find a common language. That’s where active listening can be useful,
in which the ability to focus on the interlocutor’s words and to answer them correctly, giving the
necessary feedback, is important, rather than good ear.

This method means attentive perception and analysis of everything told by the interlocutor with
the aim of its further use in the dialogue. By showing your interest, you invite your vis-a-vis to
open more, induce them to express their feelings frankly, which helps to create the necessary
atmosphere of mutual understanding and trust, to guarantee effectiveness of communication.

Let’s examine in details what active listening means, and how we can train this skill.
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Several rules which will help to become an excellent
interlocutor and an effective negotiator:

« Respect your partner — help him to express
himself, ask leading questions.

All of us mostly like to speak about ourselves.
However, if you begin to tell your own stories,
you can become a passive player. Give to your
interlocutor a chance to have his say while you
listen, react and analyze. Participation in the di-
alogue should be minimum but active — stimu-
late him to report facts useful to you as much
as possible.

« Try to accept the alternative point of view
at least for the period of the conversation,
as well as try not to consider your opinion
the only right one, even if this is really so.

An effective method is to put yourself to the
place of the speaker, to see and to feel as he
does. But it is important not to come under
his influence. The purpose is to receive a full
picture about the partner’s position in a spe-
cific question for exerting on him the directed
influence.

Consider emotions of your opponent and
be able to separate them from the facts.

Make pauses — at such moments the
interlocutor can share with you the most
secret thoughts and the most valuable
information.

Control the process — eliminate excessive
data, direct the dialogue towards the right
course with a clear understanding of what
you want to learn.

Be concentrated and involved — it will
allow you not to miss important details.
Do not think over your answer while
you are listening to the interlocutor, but
completely focus your attention on him,
reflecting over his words.

Finish the dialogue in time — be ready to
stop the discussion after having obtained
the necessary information.

For using these rules effectively, it is necessaru:

« To practice more — begin to apply active
listening in your communication with
friends and relatives.

« To ask open questions which demand
elaborate answers and can’t be answered
with a curt “yes/no”.

» To use the body language (gestures
and facial expression) showing your
involvement into the conversation — nods,
looks into the eyes, emotions of empathy.

» To call the interlocutor by name more often.
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« To be patient — to remember that the

speaker needs time to express himself.
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Now we will talk about specific techniques

of active listening:

Empathetic listening

induces the speaker to express his feelings
and his states frankly through demonstration of
empathy made by you. It assumes active read-
ing of emotions and personal meanings which,
as a rule, do not lie on the surface but are hid-
den behind verbal constructions.

Silent support

is applied in situations when the interlocutor
is overflowed with impressions and wants to
share them. Let him speak out, do not interrupt
him with comments and advice. It will help him
to release emotions, and help you to obtain
useful information.

Echo

bases on taking several words from the inter-
locutor’ phrase (usually two or three) and then
repeat them with semi-interrogative/semi-af-
firmative intonation:

— My chief has cancelled the vacation
at the last moment again.
— Cancelled the vacation?

This technique allows to persuade into talk-
ing even a person who is not inclined to start
a dialogue, and with skillful approach gives a

chance to imperceptibly direct the course of
the conversation. The words to be repeated
have the key importance here. Let's imagine
that the object tells about something important
for him. In such cases, almost in any phrase it
is possible to hear a so-called emotional em-
phasis — a word or an expression which is
especially intoned, underlined, “loaded” with
emotions. If we draw an analogy, it is similar to
pulling a thread out of a ball, and then you sud-
denly feel a knot under your fingers. To obtain
more information, it is necessary to pull such
“knot”. Sometimes it can be “groped” logically:

— [l am in a disgusting mood today,
everything is bad: the chief has shouted
at me, the dog has got sick, the road
is under repair...

— And what has happened with your dog?

The subject is chosen not casually, because in
the case with the angry chief, the speaker him-
self may be to blame, and it can be inconven-
ient for him to tell about it. Road works is an
abstract question. And the disease of the pet
can really get near the bone.

Retelling

can be used throughout all the dialogue, it is
more appropriate to be applied when the sto-
ry-teller is in a rather quiet state, and you are
absolutely sure that you correctly understand
him. In such conditions, it is possible periodi-
cally, preferably leaning on the words of the in-
terlocutor, to briefly paraphrase what he says:
“If I get it right...”, “So you want to say that...”,
“The point is that...”

Professional negotiators note that the simi-
lar technique effectively reduces the level of
hostility. If the opponent strongly disagrees
with you, try to begin, instead of disputes, to
retell his statements briefly: “Have I got it right
that...?” It can seem wrong: why repeat things
you do not agree with? However, believe, if the
“opponent” feels that he has been heard and
recognized, he will stop to take you as an en-
emy, and the conversation will acquire a con-
structive nature.

psychological workshop

Reflection of feelings

the most difficult of all techniques, demands
special preparation. Its use is appropriate in
situations when the interlocutor experienc-
es strong emotions: offense, anger, surprise,
emptiness, disappointment. The essence is to
name to the opponent, in an assertive form,
the feelings which he experiences: “You are
upset”, “You are angry”, etc.

Identification and pronunciation of the emo-
tional condition of the person leads to surpris-
ing results. If the emotions are negative, their
weight decreases, the interlocutor feels better,
and he quickly calms down. Positive feelings,
on the contrary, only amplify. Let’'s remember a
proven means of fight against nervousness, for
example, before a public appearance: it is nec-
essary to tell about your state to the audience
or at least to somebody, the key thing here is
to say it aloud.

RAZVEDCHZK

Remember! Active listening is a powerful instrument of in-
fluence. Regard it not as a method which needs to be applied
but as a skill demanding continuous practice in order that it
became natural for you. Begin with a small thing: every day
single out at least one conversation in which you conscious-
ly focus on the interlocutor, putting aside your own thoughts,
matters and even the mobile phone.
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Practice the techniques of active listening regularly,
and you will see how the relations with people around
you will change for the better, and if so, the atmosphere
at work and your private life will do the same!

RAZVEDCHZK
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IN War

On the 115th anniversary
of the Hero of the Soviet Union
Nikolai Ivanovich Kuznetsov

Text: Andrey Kudrin
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The proverb “The Devilis in the details” is attributed to the meticulous Germans: “Der Teufel
steckt im Detail." It is therefore surprising to learn how successfully the Soviet intelligence
officer Nikolai lvanovich Kuznetsov operated behind the Nazi lines: his attention to detail
time after time saved him from failure.

It was a warm autumn day of 1942.
A well-built German lieutenant in
a gray-green field uniform walked
down Deutschstrasse, the main
street of the occupied Ukrainian city
of Rivne. As befits a Wehrmacht of-
ficer, he greeted the soldiers he met.
His gray-blue eyes, straight nose, and
light brown hair peeking out from un-
der his cap were convincing: "A true
Aryan." He also carried documents in
the name of Paul Wilhelm Siebert — a
"soldbuch" (identity card) and a pass-
port (both made in Moscow yet im-
peccably). Soviet intelligence officer
Nikolai Ivanovich Kuznetsov walked
through the center of the capital of
Reichskommissariat Ukraine.

The 4th Directorate of the NKGB of
the USSR assigned a special mission
to the reconnaissance and sabotage
unit "Pobediteli" (The Victorious), in
which Kuznetsov operated, — the
elimination of Nazi leaders. In addi-
tion to developing a partisan move-
ment, infiltrating the military and
administrative bodies of the occu-
pation authorities, and sabotaging
warehouses and railways, there was
need for demonstrative retaliatory

actions to eliminate fascist leaders.
Nikolai Ivanovich possessed all the
necessary qualities and considera-
ble experience — since 1932, he had
been engaged in collaboration with
the OGPU (under the pseudonym
"Colonist"), and later, in the work on
the German diaspora and uncover-
ing enemy agents on our territory.

However, to carry out the task effec-
tivley, it was necessary to create a
credible cover story. Personal files of
Wehrmacht officers, received by the
intelligence department from army
units, proved to be helpful in this
regard. Among them was the file of
Oberleutnant Paul Siebert, who had
died in the battles near Moscow.

They were both approximately the
same age (two years apart) and
looked much alike (facial features,
height, weight). To fully “put on”
the identity of a German, Nikolai
Ivanovich was placed in a prisoner-
of-war camp in Krasnogorsk, near
Moscow. Adopting the behavioral
traits of Nazi officers, he even won
a German poetry recitation contest
among the prisoners.

Kuznetsov Nikolai (Nikanor) lvanovich

Was born on July 27, 1911, in the village of Zyryanka, Kamyshlov District, Perm Governorate, in the family of a peasant of average
means. He studied at a forestry technical school and worked in logging. From 1932, he collaborated with the OGPU. In 1934, he moved
to Sverdlovsk (now Yekaterinburg) and got a job at the Uralmashzavod. Simultaneously, he enrolled in the evening department of the
Industrial Institute. In 1938, he was admitted into the state security services and transferred to Moscow. In July 1941, he submitted
a report requesting to be included in the "active fight against German fascism at the front." In 1942-1944, during numerous raids, he
eliminated 11 members of the German occupation administration. In March 1944, he fell into an ambush near Lviv and died in an un-
equal battle with Ukrainian nationalists. He was awarded the title Hero of the Soviet Union (posthumously).
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While developing his legend,
Kuznetsov displayed extraordinary
diligence, even persistence. After all,
it did matter to re-construct the life
of Paul Siebert, previously unknown
to him: childhood, youth, maturation,
his entire family tree... A "native" of
East Prussia had to know his "home-
land" thoroughly. Therefore, he re-
quested city maps, postcards, news-
paper samples, travel documents,
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directories, posters, lists of local
administration and elite representa-
tives — anything that would allow him
to immerse himself in the character.

According to his special training
supervisors, Nikolai lvanovich was
incredibly hardworking: his prep-
arations took 14-16 hours a day.
Meanwhile, he managed to “devour”
stacks of books on German philoso-
phy, history, and art. He often repeat-
ed to those around him: "If you over-
look even one trifle — that’s failure.”

On August 25, 1942, Kuznetsov was
airlifted to the Sarny forests of the
Rivne region to join the Pobediteli
detachment under the command of
Dmitry Nikolaevich Medvedey, a ca-
reer Chekist and later the Hero of the
Soviet Union. For the sake of secre-
cy, the newcomer was introduced to
the partisans as Nikolai Vasilyevich
Grachev.

So, October 19, 1942... A clear au-
tumn day. A fresh wind was blowing
the fallen leaves through the streets
of Rivne. A patrol was moving to-
wards the Oberleutnant. After greet-
ing the senior officer of the group, a
Hauptmann, the Oberleutnant was
about to proceed further, but was
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stopped: "lhre Papiere, bitte!" (Your
papers, pleasel). Presenting his doc-
uments and a certificate confirming
that Paul Siebert, discharged from
the hospital after being wounded,
was "assigned as an extraordinary
commissioner for the use of material
resources in the occupied regions
of the USSR in the interests of the
Wehrmacht”, he somewhat casually
observed the patrolman's reaction.

The patrolman looked Siebert over
again and asked a sudden question,
"Why are you breaking the uniform
regulations?" Kuznetsov mentally as-
sessed his appearance but found no
fault. Everything was strictly accord-
ing to regulations: belts, shoes, mili-
tary insignia, and awards. Apparently
mistaking the lieutenant's confidence
for a misunderstanding of the ques-
tion, the Hauptmann explained,
"Forage caps are only worn at the
front or in the frontline zone... And we,
fortunately, are rather far from those!"

With a sigh of relief, Kuznetsov apol-
ogetically stated that he "was indeed
straight from the front, arrived in
Rivne after the hospital, and was just
going to buy a peaked cap." After
giving advice on where to do this, the
patrol let the man go.

Reconnaissance officer N.I. Kuznetsov
is preparing to work in the German rear

Analyzing the incident, Nikolai
Ivanovich realized what had been
wrong. When creating Siebert's im-
age, the Center had been guided
by the uniforms of front-line German
officers, not rear-line ones. Besides,
during his first "stroll" about Rivne,
Kuznetsov discovered another un-
foreseen nuance: a rather bulky hol-
ster with a heavy Parabellum pistol,
sticking out on his left side, adorned
only him. Local rear-echelon “rats”
preferred small, light pistols like a
Browning and Walther in elegant hol-
sters made of expensive leather.

By order of the Center, the in-
telligence officer was prompt-
ly supplied with a brand-new of-
ficer's cap — straight from the
warehouse — and two Walther pis-
tols in holsters. The handguns, found
among the detachment's trophies,
were completely unpresentable and
totally unsuitable for the impeccably
dressed officer.

Deutschestrasse in the
Nazi-occupied Rivne. 1942
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There was also a practical reason
for changing weapons. Compared
to the Parabellum, the Walther had
a significant design advantage —— it
allowed for self-cocking. This meant
that to open fire, one simply had to
take the safety off and pull the trig-
ger — all with one hand. It was impor-
tant for Nikolai Ivanovich. He imme-
diately began training, perfecting his
handling of the new pistol until it was
second nature. The squad's soldiers
often observed how, during halts, us-
ing every spare moment, Kuznetsov
practiced shooting from the hip: he
would draw the blued "toy" from his
pocket or holster, feign the shot, put
it away, draw, feign, put away... It was
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clear that in urban conditions, when
the pistol would have to be used,
there would be no time to aim.

It is worth noting that the Kuznetsov-
Siebert investigation file was discov-
ered in German archives seized in
1945, containing many interesting
facts. For example, reporting on the
assassination attempt on Galicia's
Vice-Governor Otto Bauer and his
deputy, Heinrich Schneider, the
Criminal Police Directorate wrote
on February 18, 1944: "The attacker
probably fired a self-loading pistol.
The wounded persons <...> died im-
mediately. Two 765 mm used cas-
es were found at the scene. It is

legends of intelligence service

Officer’s service-cap and
a Walther PPK pistol

suspected that the unknown man
used his weapon to carry out numer-
ous other assassination attempts on
Reich’s officials and other high-rank-
ing officers of the German army."

Most of Kuznetsov's cover docu-
ments were prepared by Pavel
Georgievich Gromushkin, a brilliant
specialist, artist and Soviet foreign
intelligence officer. The documents
proved to be exceptionally reliable:
they withstood over 100 verifica-
tions without raising even a shadow
of a doubt about their authenticity.
However, even at this point, there
were some regrettable “trifles”: hav-
ing supplied Nikolai Ivanovich with
virtually everything he needed, the
Center initially overlooked the fact
that Paul Siebert would have to reg-
ularly explain to patrols why he was
staying in a rear-echelon town for
so long— German soldiers and offic-
ers who had recovered after being
wounded were usually sent back to
the front without delay.

Detachment commander D.N. Med-
vedev decided to produce the nec-
essary certificate on the spot. Using
a captured typewriter, strictly in ac-
cordance with German standards
and based on genuine document
samples, they fabricated a confirma-
tion that "Oberleutnant Paul Siebert
has been sent to the town of Rivne
on a mission." They struggled with
the signature for a long time — they
couldn't forge the Fritz’'s scribble.
The commander had to announce
sort of a competition among the sol-
diers. A young man, who didn’t know
a word of German, saved the situa-
tion. His scribble in red pencil later

N. . Kuznetsov’s driving licence in the
name of German officer Paul Siebert
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adorned other homemade "ausweis-
es" without arousing patrol’s suspi-
cions. The seal was skillfully crafted
by another intelligence officer — he
carved it from a shoe sole using an
existing seal sample.

Another item that would repeat-
edly help Kuznetsov in difficult situ-
ations was his Gestapo badge — a
metal oval on a chain, which the de-
tachment fighters had taken from a
corpse after yet another skirmish
with the fascists. It was a nonde-
script thing, a “trifle”, but it granted
its owner virtually unlimited powers:
passage without document checks;
arrests, detentions, searches; mo-
bilization of transport; engagement
of other military personnel and civil-
ians into carrying out official tasks.
Of course, it was necessary to have
a service ID card (a "Dienstausweis")
with the owner's photograph, identi-
fication information, place of service,
personal signature, and date of issue.
However, only authorized persons
could check its presence. In fact, it
was enough just to show the shiny
round object and say, "Gestapo!"”
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State secret police (Gestapo)
warrant disc

During the kidnapping of Major
General Max llgen, commander of
the Ostlegionen, an incident oc-
curred: as Kuznetsov's group was
forcing the gagged fascist into a car,
several German officers appeared.

The operation was on the brink of
failure... Nikolai Ivanovich's com-
posure saved the day: introducing
himself as a Gestapo officer and
showing his badge, he meticulously
checked the Germans' documents.
He ordered one of them, who turned
out to be the Reich Commissioner's
personal driver, to follow him as a
witness, and advised the others "not
to interfere with his work."

The badge came in handy again
when the soldiers were returning to
their unit and their vehicle got stuck
in the mud just before the check-
point. Kuznetsov confidently ap-
proached the squad leader, present-
ed his Gestapo badge, and ordered
him to help push the vehicle out,
which was done without question.

Another "trifle" that could have proved
fatal for the Soviet intelligence officer
was Kuznetsov's habit to talk in his
sleep. The detachment's doctor, Albert
Veniaminovich Tsesarsky, who shared
his dugout, told Nikolai lvanovich about
it. He took the problem seriously, real-
izing that sooner or later it could lead
to failure. Following the doctor's rec-
ommendations, Nikolai Ivanovich or-
dered to wake him up every 15-20 min-
utes, cultivating the habit of not falling
into deep sleep. At the same time, he
trained to think exclusively in German,
not only in the enemy territory but
also among his compatriots within the
detachment.

“Ich bin ein echter Deutscher” (I am
a true German), Kuznetsov said, and
he truly tried to be one. He adopted
typical gestures, habits, and demea-
nor. Language training was especial-
ly important. While being in the de-
tachment, he regularly practiced the
right pronunciation: reciting texts and
poems, giving military commands,
cursing. His East Prussian dialect
was so perfect that even his “fellow-
countrymen” among Nazies never
suspected a trick. Engaging in a role
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like a talented actor, he completely
detached from reality, becoming a
different person.

In his memoirs, A.V. Tsessarsky re-
counts how he once approached
Nikolai Ivanovich at such a mo-
ment with some routine question: “/
couldn’t believe my eyes. He threw
back his head, thrust out his lower
Jjaw, and an expression of pomp-
ous contempt appeared on his face.
Having measured me with a dispar-
aging glance and with the corners of
his lips lowered in disgust, Kuznetsov
said in a barking, nasal voice: ‘Also,
nicht so laut, Herr Arzt!’ (Not so loud-
ly, Mr. Doctor!). This arrogant officer
gave me a chill.””

Much could be said about other "tri-
fles" that were crucial for Kuznetsov:
how he often felt cold in the parti-
san camp but didn’t warm himself by
the fire, fearing he would be perme-
ated by the "treacherous" smell of
smoke; how he took care of captured
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uniforms (eventually, the detachment
even got a special tailor); how he al-
ways repainted captured vehicles
with his soldiers before setting out
on another retaliatory mission.

But the format of a magazine arti-
cle demands brevity. In conclusion,
it should be noted that Kuznetsov
managed to obtain quite a lot of in-
valuable intelligence. The timely use
of this information saved the lives of
many thousands of our soldiers and
officers as it revealed details of the
Nazi Operation Citadel at the Kursk
Bulge, warned of an impending as-
sassination attempt on the leaders
of the Big Three countries in Tehran,
and identified the location of Hitler's
bunker in Ukraine (the "Werwolf" fa-
cility). And these are just a few of the
many heroic episodes that filled his
short, yet so brilliant life...

Did Nikolai Ivanovich often think
about the possibility he might not re-
turn from a mission? Here's an excerpt
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Paul Siebert (centre) with partisan reconnaissance
officers in the occupied Rivne. 1943

from a letter he left for detachment
commander D.N. Medvedev in an
envelope marked ‘to be opened af-
ter my death’:

"I love life, I'm still very young, but
if I have to sacrifice my life for the
Motherland, which I love like my own
mother, I will do it. Let the fascists learn
what a Russian patriot and Bolshevik
is capable of. Let them know that our
people cannot be conquered, just
as the sun cannot be extinguished.
I might die, but in the memory of my
people, patriots are immortal.

Even if you are dead!. But in this
ballad, the song composed for the
strong of spirit, you will be always
the shining symbol, the proud caller
to light and freedom!... (Maxim Gorky,
Song of the Falcon — Editor’s note)
This is my favorite poem by Gorky.
Let our youth read it more often...
Yours, Kuznetsov."
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Vyacheslaw;vich Netyksa would
have turned 80
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Even after the personalities of deep-cover, or illegal, intelligence officers get revealed, many details
of their biographies remain secret. However, the public are eager to learn what these extraordinary
individuals were like in real life and why they chose such a difficult path — "without the right to
personalglory, in the name of the glory of the state." To mark Vitaly Vyacheslavovich's anniversary,
"Razvedchik" is publishing the memoirs of his children, who for a long time were unaware that their
father's life's work was illegal intelligence, as well as of his younger colleagues who valued and

deeply respected their mentor.

Vitaly Vyacheslavovich and his wife,
Tamara lvanovna, worked under spe-
cial conditions for over 20 years. The
couple had a daughter, Elena, and a
son, Evgeny, abroad. Upon returning
home, Vitaly Vyacheslavovich wor-
ried about their adaptation, as they,
already nearly fully formed individu-
als, had to find themselves in a com-
pletely new reality.

A romantic knight

Text: Elena Netyksa,
daughter of the intelligence officer

With his nobility, courage, and selfless-
ness, my father resembled a romantic
knight. Dad was a man of honor.

He believed that everyone is the
architect of their own future. | don't
know the specific details of his
achievements, but knowing my fa-
ther and the impeccability with
which he worked in every field, |
wasn't at all surprised to learn of his
promotion to major general and the
Hero of Russia award. I'm sure that
if he had chosen a career as a scien-
tist, he would certainly have won the
Nobel Prize.

My father's life was filled with mean-
ing precisely because of his con-
scious choice to pursue a career
that was undoubtedly his calling,
and most importantly, an opportu-
nity to fight for what he deeply be-
lieved in — the Motherland. He didn't
strive for anything prestigious, prof-
itable, or comfortable, but he valued

Elena and Evgeny Netyksa.
Latin America. 1989

Vitaly Vyacheslavovich Netyksa

Was born on May 29, 1946, in Moscow to a family of civil servants. In 1970, he graduated with honors from the Moscow Aviation
Institute (MAI). He joined the intelligence service in 1972. He completed a special training course and became fluent in Spanish.
From 1978 to 1998, he and his wife, Tamara Ivanovna, worked as deep-cover intelligence officers in Latin American countries under life-
threatening conditions. After returning to his homeland, he implemented a state-funded comprehensive program in one of the priority
areas of foreign intelligence. Major general. Hero of Russia. He was awarded the Order for Merit to the Fatherland, 4th class, the Order
of the Red Star, the Order of Honor, and many medals.
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freedom greatly. He devoted himself
entirely to combating threats to our
country's sovereignty, resisting, as
he put it, Western "attempts to make
a slave out of man." He would have
felt stifled in another profession, one
that left no room for independent
choice of how to achieve his goals.

My father was always an example of a
man with exceptional self-management
skills. This allowed him to remain calm
even in the difficult circumstances of his
work as an illegal spy.

Perhaps the only spontaneous, life-
changing decision he made in his life
was about my mother. He simply fell
in love and rushed straight ahead —a
strategy completely uncharacteristic
of him. My father immediately rec-
ognized in my mother what he con-
sidered essential for a true relation-
ship: respect, understanding, trust,
sincerity, fortitude, shared values...
Their meeting, like perhaps many
love stories, had something of a fairy
tale quality: the very next day, my fa-
ther proposed. They were skiing and
took their first photo together. Later,
looking at this photo, they recalled:
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Moscow. 1968

"How young we were, how sincere-
ly we loved, how we believed in
ourselves" — their favorite song by
A.N. Pakhmutova.

They lived together for 43 years. A
loving couple, happy parents, loy-
al friends and associates, reliable
comrades.

My father was one of those people
who can fall in love only once and for
the rest of their life. When | stopped
looking at my parents with the eyes
of a child, my father's tender attitude
toward my mother began to evoke a
special tenderness in me. | remember
how, one day on the eve of my mother's
birthday, my father secretly showed
me, now an adult, a pearl necklace.
With the expression of a teenager pre-
paring a gift for his first love, he asked,
"Do you think she'll like it?"

Family’s birth. Moscow. 1969

64 RAZVEDCHZK

Even in adulthood, he retained the
ability to admire life and discover
something new in it. He treasured true
joys: a walk with his wife, a heartfelt
conversation with a friend, a family
breakfast on Sunday, a recital of his
favorite passage from Don Quixote...
Many say romance is a temporary
phenomenon, a disease of youth. But
dad was a romantic until his last day.
Probably because he remained true to
his own principles.

He learned to play the violin in early
childhood, and later graduated from
music school. He loved, understood,
and felt music. This love of art always
supported him and mom in their work.

Reflecting on my father's fate, | compare
the art of intelligence to playing the vio-
lin. Dad not only possessed the unique
gift of a deep-cover spy, comparable to
the talent of Antonio Stradivarius (and
there's no denying that; my father was
very talented), but also achieved such
heights of professional mastery that
you not only create a unique instrument
but also masterfully "play the melody,"
enjoying the process.

The richest man

Text: Evgeny Netyksa,
son of the intelligence officer

| admit that | only began to under-
stand my father better after the birth
of my own children. | try to emulate
his parenting style, believing it to
be the only correct one. My father's
calm, inquisitive gaze always instilled
in me the confidence of uncondi-
tional fatherly love. As a child, | often
used this to beg for pocket money
or another essential item | literally
couldn't live without. My father would
sometimes say, "Take whatever you
find in my wallet." And it would only
contain our childhood photos.

He had the ability to deeply feel and
empathize with others. His kindness
was boundless, as was his sense of
responsibility. In March 1999, when |
found myself in intensive care and, ac-
cording to the doctor, was on the brink
of life and death, my father remained
steadfast, trying not to show emotion.
Only later did it become clear that this
had its consequences for him — he be-
gan to develop health problems.

NO 2 (15) June 2026

When | began to recover, he came
to visit me in the hospital room, very
sad indeed. To my surprised ques-
tion, he replied, "You know, sonny,
many innocent people will die to-
day." That day marked the begin-
ning of the NATO military operation
in Yugoslavia. | will forever remem-
ber the sincere compassion in my fa-
ther's voice.

Our family once went on vacation to
a seasonal resort town. On Easter
Sunday, we were the only tourists
there. My bike broke, so we stopped
by the local bike shop. The sales-
man offered three models to choose
from: a cheap one, a mid-price one,
and an expensive one. | wasn't ex-
pecting the best one, but my dad
bought it. He explained that, out of
season, there weren't many custom-
ers, and the salesman probably had
kids too, and he wanted to help them
out a little.

A separate chapter in our relation-
ship is the story of aviation. I'd been
fascinated with airplanes since
childhood, and at some point | firmly
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decided to dedicate my life to the
skies. But my medical records in-
cluded that surgery and a serious
diagnosis that wouldn't allow me to
fly. So | enrolled in law school, hop-
ing to become a specialist in avia-
tion law later.
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At dad’s office abroad. 1987

But the desire to fly remained over-
whelming. When | approached my fa-
ther about it, he immediately under-
stood. He smiled. | suspect he was
pleased to see that his son was as
stubborn and determined as he was.
Together, we developed a plan that
included a sabbatical from univer-
sity, while simultaneously preparing
intensively “for everything at once”.
| had to deal with the medical exami-
nation, lose weight, and improve my
Russian, physics, and math. To this
day, whenever | face difficulties in
life, | remember my father's advice:
"Think more, analyze. Understand,
don't cram."

A year later, | passed the medical ex-
amination and entered the Ulyanovsk
Higher Civil Aviation Flight School.
The look in my father's eyes when he
saw me in uniform at the parade was
worth a million dollars. There was so
much in his eyes!

In the mountains of Latin America. 1991
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People often praise me, saying, "What
a cool guy, overcoming so many dif-
ficulties, realizing your dream." But
without my father's support, | would
now be working as some clerk with
no hope of a happy life.
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“Dad, I'm a pilot!”
Moscow. 2009

And what is happiness? When my fa-
ther turned 60, we had a dinner with
his work team. He prepared a toast
in advance, thought it all out, wrote it
down — carefully, methodically, me-
ticulously, in a word, flawlessly, as al-
ways. He dedicated the speech to his
wealth. He talked about how incred-
ibly rich he was. He talked about my
mother — about how they had met,
how they went through life together,
how proud he was of his children and
how much he loved his work... This
was what made him happy.

The "Tsiolkovsky" of
intelligence innovations

From memories of colleagues

Vitaly Vyacheslavovich  primarily
considered his subordinates as like-
minded individuals, practically fam-
ily members, and often addressed
us as "my children" He equated

intelligence work with church ser-
vice, viewing it rather as a way of
life. Responsive and always ready to
help, he remembered almost every-
thing we told him about our families.
If someone had a problem, he and
Tamara Ivanovna tried to delve into
the matter and support them.

He loved working with young people
and knew how to engage and moti-
vate them. He never used so-called
administrative resources or a com-
manding tone. He didn't use author-
ity, despite the significant differences
in age, rank, and experience. | re-
member his "signature" gaze — kind,
bright, lively, slightly squinting eyes.
He often joked that he was the only
general who allowed captains not
only to argue with him but also to
make him change his mind.

Elena and Evgeny Netyksa
with their parents. 2007
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He led by example, demonstrating
to us, young officers, the need to
constantly learn, move forward, and
develop. In the 2000s, Vitaly Vy-
acheslavovich mastered new pro-
gramming languages and studied
database software. He studied with
an English teacher, expanding his vo-
cabulary on a wide range of, some-
times specific, topics. He regularly
went to the gym and pool. He em-
phasized the importance of staying
in shape in every sense: physically
and mentally.

Hokok

Upon returning home, Vitaly Vy-
acheslavovich devoted himself en-
tirely to implementing the latest
technologies in intelligence. At the
time, many of those were incompre-
hensible to us; in the early 2000s,
his ideas seemed more like science
fiction. But, drawing on his experi-
ence as an undercover intelligence
officer, he clearly saw the potential
for innovation. And today, this field
is successfully developing according
to the principles he formulated over
20 years ago. In this regard, V.V. Ne-
tyksa can be compared to K.E. Tsi-
olkovsky in astronautics.

Vitaly Vyacheslavovich personally
trained employees who were the
first to master new IT tools, devoting
considerable effort to helping them
overcome their fear of innovation. He
patiently explained what those tech-
nologies were about. At that time,
only the most advanced users knew
how to employ them.

Unveiling of a commemorative
plaque on the building of MAI.
Moscow. November 2, 2022
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The phrase he often uttered, "Soy el
abogado del diablo" ("l play the dev-
il's advocate"), reflects his approach
to analyzing any initiative: examin-
ing the proposal from the opponent's
perspective, trying to find vulnerabili-
ties, focusing not on strengths, but
on hidden, perhaps overlooked, as-
pects.

kokok

In the fall of 2022, speaking at the
unveiling ceremony of a memo-
rial plaque on the building of Insti-
tute No. 2 "Aircraft, Rocket Engines,
and Power Plants" at MAI, where Vi-
taly Vyacheslavovich graduated, Ser-
gey Evgenievich Naryshkin, Director
of the Foreign Intelligence Service of
Russia, noted: "Romantics are often
found among illegal intelligence of-
ficers. Vitaly Vyacheslavovich Netyk-
sa and his wife undoubtedly belong
to this category. They are top-notch
professionals, bright, versatile indi-
viduals, and incorrigible optimists.

legends of intelligence service

Awarding of the Hero of Russia Star.
Moscow. 2007

For them, intelligence has become
more than just a profession; it has
become a calling and a lifelong pur-
suit."%
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The Russian Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) carefully
preserves a laptop that Hero of Russia Vitaly Vyacheslavovich
Netyksa used during all his foreign assignments. The laptop,
protected by encryption systems and other specialized
software developed by the deep-cover intelligence officer
himself, became an indispensable tool for him in his service
on the invisible front.
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According to the recollections of
his family and colleagues, Vitaly
Vyacheslavovich took good care of
his personal belongings in general,
and especially of technical devices.
He became literally attached to certain
devices. Over the years, many per-
sonal computers had passed through
the hands of the intelligence officer,
a graduate of the Moscow Aviation
Institute (MAI). But only one invariably
accompanied him on foreign trips, be-
coming a precious talisman.

Onthisdevice, Vitaly Vyacheslavovich

kept the family photo and video ar-

chive, which he meticulously sorted

and processed himself. He created

a unique data storage system to find

the required file in a split second.

Vitaly Vyacheslavovich also installed

the most advanced software of that

period on it, studying and testing

its functionality. He wrote scien-

tific papers on this laptop. He

downloaded musical nota-

tions, music, and literary

works. He planned

journeys and busi-

ness trips. With

the birth of

his daughter,

a small sticker

with her name in his

“native” foreign language
appeared next to the keyboard.

But, of course, this device is connect-
ed not only with the open side of the
deep-cover intelligence officer's multi-
faceted life, filled with vivid events and
diverse interests. It's no coincidence
that he reliably protected it from out-
side intrusion.

After returning to his Motherland,
Vitaly Vyacheslavovich set up a large
desk at home — along the window,
from wall to wall — so that all his
computer equipment could be com-
fortably accommodated there. The
most honorable place, naturally, was
given to this old and battered laptop.
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It was to this device that the intelli-
gence officer would practically rush
upon arriving home, in order to turn
it on, because as the years went by,
the loading of his beloved “veteran”
took a considerable time.

Vitaly Vyacheslavovich was offered
many times to send the “old man” to a
well-deserved rest and replace it with
a more modern model, but he stub-
bornly refused. He only asked expert
colleagues to find necessary compo-
nents, such as a new battery pack,
when the computer began to dis-
charge faster. He argued that he had
thoroughly studied the hardware and
even developed his own fine-tuning
system of the laptop, which made it
possible to maximize the use of all its
resources.

"Razvedchik” is for the first time pub-
lishing pictures of the device within
which the entire life of the outstand-
ing deep-cover intelligence officer
had been safely hidden from pry-
ing eyes for many years. We believe
that counter-intelligence services of
many Western countries would pay a
great sum for the opportunity to ex-
amine its contents. %
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the history of one object

Top: V.V. Netyksa abroad
on a mission. The
briefcase holds that very
notebook.

Showcase with
intelligence officer

V.V. Netyksa’s personal
belongings
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Operation

“Berlin Tun

How the Soviet intelligence devalued

the American-British Gold

Text by Maxim Ktorov

Inthe spring of 1956, Operation Gold — clandestine wiretapping of secret Soviet communication
lines in East Berlin by US and British intelligence agencies — ended in a major international
scandal. The operation, which lasted nearly a year and cost over six million dollars, was
thwarted thanks to George Blake — a valuable, selfless assistant to Soviet foreign intelligence

within the British MI6.

The background to the Anglo-Saxon
subterranean espionage saga in
Berlin was the British operation
codenamed Silver, carried out in
Austria. Its architect was MI6's resi-
dent in that country, Peter Lunn — an
alumnus of the elite Eton College,
captain of the 1936 British Olympic
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ski team, and a proponent of intro-
ducing new technical methods into
intelligence. According to his plan,
in 1948 the British organized tap-
ping of Soviet military administration
telephone lines in sector-divided
Vienna. Only for the initial process-
ing of intercepted conversations in

Russian, they had to employ over a
dozen translators. The volume of ma-
terial was so immense that MI6 cre-
ated a special technical operations
department, “Section Y”, whose staff
prepared reports based on the said
material for British agencies and for
partners from the American CIA.
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In September 1953, George Blake,
the former MI6 resident in Seoul who
had returned shortly before from
North Korean captivity, was appoint-
ed deputy head of the Section Y. By
this time, the department's responsi-
bilities included tapping telephone
conversations and discussions at
facilities in all Soviet bloc countries
outside Great Britain. George Blake
had studied Russian at Cambridge
and was considered an expert on
the USSR.

It was Blake who, as early as October
1953, informed Moscow about oper-
ation Silver. Considering the plan to
withdraw in 1955 the Soviet troops
completely from Austria, which had
gained a neutral status, the foreign
intelligence leadership decided
to refrain from active measures so
that the British would not suspect
an information leak. At the same
time, the Soviet military command in
Vienna, on the recommendation of
the KGB, took preventive measures,
maximally limiting important service
conversations over tapped commu-
nication lines.

On January 18, 1954, at a regular
secret meeting, G. Blake handed
over to one of the Soviet intelli-
gence officers working in Great
Britain a copy of the protocol of
three-day secret meetings be-
tween representatives of MI6 and
the CIA, which he had personally
prepared. In December 1953, the
British and Americans, encouraged
by the success of the Operation
Silver, agreed to launch a larger-
scale operation — Gold — to tap se-
cret Soviet communication lines in
East Berlin. A tunnel over 450 me-
ters long and about two meters in
diameter was to be dug at a depth
of six meters, so that technicians
could pass through it and connect
to underground Soviet communica-
tions located 400 meters from the
sector border.
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A tunnel over 450 meters long and about two
meters in diameter was to be dug at a depth
of six meters, so that technicians could pass
through it and connect to underground Soviet
communications located 400 meters from the

sector border.

G. Blake's materials were urgently
delivered to Moscow. There, three
people knew about the Operation
Gold: the head of the KGB's First
Chief Directorate under the Council
of Ministers of the USSR, Alexander
Semyonovich Panyushkin, his dep-
uty for operational-technical mat-
ters, Arseny Vasilyevich Tishkov, and
the former resident in London, Boris
Nikolayevich Rodin, who headed the
Soviet intelligence's British depart-
ment since 1954.

In January 1955, on the eve of the con-
clusion of the Berlin Tunnel project,
G. Blake was sent to the MI6 station in
West Berlin to personally participate
in the launch of the Operation Gold.
In May of the same year, the British-
made equipment was operating at full
capacity, allowing for the interception
of secret communications between
Moscow and the USSR Embassy in
the GDR, the headquarters of the
Group of Soviet Forces in Germany,
and the East German authorities.

George Blake
(né George Behar)

Was born on November 11, 1922, in Rotterdam

(Netherlands). His mother came from a noble Dutch

family, and his father was a retired British military of-

ficer. After his father's death, 13-year-old Georg went
to Egypt to live with his aunt. In Cairo, he graduated from a French lycée and then an
English college. At the start of World War II, he returned to Holland. After its occupation
by the fascists, he became a courier in the local Resistance. In 1943, he moved to Great
Britain, where he took the name George Blake and entered a naval officer school. In
August 1944, he was assigned to British intelligence, MI6. In 1947, he studied Russian at
Cambridge University.A year later, he was sent as an intelligence worker to Seoul, includ-
ing with the aim of organizing intelligence work against the Soviet Far East. During the
Korean War, he was captured and interned by the North Koreans. He decided to dedicate
his life to Soviet intelligence, offering his services to the USSR on an ideological basis.
He was only exposed in 1961 due to the betrayal of one of the leaders of Polish intelli-
gence. He was sentenced to 42 years in prison. Five years later, he made a daring escape
and — via East Berlin — reached Moscow, where he continued his service in foreign intel-
ligence. He was awarded the Orders of Lenin, the Red Banner, the Patriotic War 1st class,
“For Personal Courage”, Friendship, and many medals.
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Border between the sectors

Over the next 11 months and 11 days,
the Anglo-Saxons recorded over
400,000 phone conversations, based
on which CIA and MI6 analysts pre-
pared approximately 1750 special
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Radar station

reports for their respective countries’
leadership. In the London data pro-
cessing centre 317 experts worked
over deciphering, in the Washington
center 350 experts.

Aerial photograhy of the place
where the tunnel was laid

G. Blake had access to most of these
materials and regularly passed cop-
ies to representatives of Soviet in-
telligence: the aforementioned
B.N. Rodin, and later his successor,
Vasily Alekseyevich Dozhdalev. To
do this, Blake would travel by metro
from West Berlin to East Berlin under
the pretext of secret meetings with
MI6 agents in the GDR. After a veri-
fication route, he would get at a des-
ignated location into a waiting car,
which would take him to a safe house
in Karlshorst. Following an hour-long
conversation, the car would drive the
intelligence officer back to the sub-
way station, and within minutes, he
would find himself back in West Berlin.

By the end of 1955, as informa-
tion about the operation's success
spread widely among US, British,
and West German intelligence ser-
vices, the leadership of the Soviet
foreign intelligence started prepara-
tions for the failure of the Operation
Gold. The head of the KGB mis-
sion in the GDR, Yevgeny Petrovich
Pitovranov, summoned a group of
technical specialists from Moscow
in early 1956, ostensibly for routine
maintenance on secure communica-
tion channels. Soon, the technicians
“accidentally” discovered the con-
nection points of the Western equip-
ment. In April 1956, KGB Chairman
Ivan Alexandrovich Serov reported
the “Berlin discovery” to the First
Secretary of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union, Nikita Sergeyevich
Khrushchev. However, Khrushchev
was preparing for his first official trip
to London and ordered that no ac-
tion be taken until further notice.

The scheme plan of the Berlin
tunnel from the SVR archives
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On April 18, 1956, Khrushchev arrived
in the English port of Portsmouth
aboard the brand-new Soviet cruis-
er “Ordzhonikidze”. The very next
morning, a British combat diver,
Lieutenant Commander (equivalent
to a Captain Third Rank in the Russian
Navy. — Editor’s note.) Lionel Crabb
(whom, incidentally, G. Blake person-
ally knew from their joint service in
Portsmouth in 1944) attempted to se-
cretly inspect the underwater hull of
the ship with its low-noise propeller.
His approach was detected by the
watchmen on the “Ordzhonikidze”,
therefore his mission failed... And
Khrushchev, angered by the incident,
ordered the Berlin Tunnel to be dealt
with as quickly as possible.

In the early morning of April 22, 1956,
a joint group of KGB operational en-
gineers, military signalmen, and de-
miners infiltrated the tunnel from its
eastern side and reached the border
with West Berlin. The Americans had
preemptively blocked the passage

Journalists were invited
to study the tunnel.
April 24,1956

NO 2 (15) June 2026

intelligence service in history

G. Blake had access to most of these materials
and regularly passed copies to representatives

of Soviet intelligence.

there with sandbags, wrapped them
in barbed wire, and placed a medium
machine gun behind them. The CIA
resident in Berlin, William Harvey, who
had arrived at the tunnel in response to
the alarm, personally took up position
behind it. The Soviet specialists photo-
graphed meticulously the internal lay-
out of the facility and turned back. On
April 24, USSR representatives organ-
ized a press conference for journalists
directly in the tunnel.

This is how the events of that day
were described by the Soviet maga-
zine “Ogonyok”. “The Cold War has
made its nest in the small suburb of
Altglienicke, which lies a few hun-
dred steps from the border separat-
ing the eastern and western sectors

Data interception equipment
stationed in the tunnel
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The international resonance of the “tunnel epic”
was so great that American and British intelligence
services attempted to save face and present the
operation as a grand success.

of Berlin. <...> An asphalt road runs
peacefully among old trees. Soon
we will see a few white stones.
Beyond this line... is another world:
here begins the American sector.
There stands a group of brand-new
buildings, enclosed by fences. Guard
posts, and on the roofs — complex
antennas and other devices. This is
a radar station of the American Air
Force, at least that's what it was of-
ficially called when construction be-
gan here in 1954."

It is now known that the “radar station”
is the final point of an underground tun-
nel, the other end of which is located
under the Altglienicke — Schénefeld
road, i. e, on GDR territory. The tun-
nel is lined with a sturdy steel pipe
about six feet in diameter. The round
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walls and ceiling are painted in a buf-
falo hide color. Neon light is supplied
from the opposite, West Berlin end of
the tunnel. Air conditioning units op-
erate automatically. Pumps protect
the tunnel from groundwater seep-
age. Through 432 (we counted them)
amplifiers, currents running along the
long-distance transmission lines from
Karlshorst to Moscow and East Berlin
to the GDR were directed into a dis-
tribution device. From there, a bundle
of half a dozen lead-sheathed cables
emerged, stretching through 460 me-
ters of the tunnel's “esophagus” and
entering the “stomach’, the “radar sta-
tion”. Perhaps the “catch” was then
picked up by tape recorders or by
other means. The Americans prefer to
remain silent about this. They refuse to

let anyone into their end of the tunnel.
All the tricks of the tunnel's creators
proved in vain: large sums of money
were spent for nothing. The signal
troops of the Soviet Army possess
the technical knowledge and means
to detect “leaks” in their wires. In one
night, they put an end to this entire
costly undertaking. The American
“technical idea” that created it was
defeated by the Soviet technology...”

The international resonance of
the “tunnel epic” was so great that
American and British intelligence
services attempted to save face and
present the operation as a grand
success, emphasizing its boldness,
technical genius, and effective-
ness. At the same time, the Western
press attributed all credit to the CIA,
which greatly offended the British.
In their opinion, it was MI6 that con-
ceived the idea and carried out the
main and most complex part of the

Mass media representatives near
the camouflaged entrance to the tunnel.
April 24,1956
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implementation — providing and cov-
ertly installing the advanced wiretap-
ping equipment, while the Americans
financed the project and were primar-
ily involved in the construction work:
digging the tunnel, removing soall
(3100 tons), and reinforcing the walls.

Meanwhile, the head of the British in-
telligence, Major General John Sinclair,
retired in 1956, and P. Lunn, the initia-
tor of the operations Silver and Gold,
was transferred in 1957 to the posi-
tion of MI6 representative at the West
German intelligence services.

The Soviet section of the facility, open
to visitors until October 1956, was vis-
ited by around 10,000 people within
six months. Then the commotion died
down. The once top-secret facility
was abandoned until the 1990s when
historians from the so-called Allied
Museum, opened in the center of the
former American sector in the capital
of united Germany, became interest-
ed in it. At that time, a seven-meter
metal section was excavated from the
tunnel and was then restored and put
on permanent exhibition. The main
part of the structure remained under
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ground until 2005, when, during the
construction of the A-113 autobahn to
Berlin-Schonefeld Airport, its last sec-
tion, by then filled with sand and wa-
ter, was brought to the surface.

As for G. Blake, the Berlin Tunnel af-
fair cost him considerable nervous
strain. In his memoirs, he admitted: “..
The joint investigation by the Secret
Intelligence Service and the CIA into
the circumstances of the operation's
failure concluded that it was purely
technical, with no mention of an infor-
mation leak. | must confess that | spent
several restless weeks until the results
of the investigation were announced.
Only then did I sigh with relief”

G. Blake continued to actively as-
sist the Soviet foreign intelligence
for five more years. In 1961, falling

intelligence service in history

Mass media representatives inspect the
tunnel and its vicinity. April 24,1956

victim to a betrayal, he was arrested.
Only then, after comparing the data,
MI6 realized that Moscow had been
privy to the Operation Gold from its
inception. Indeed, at that time CIA
and MI6 experts were still decipher-
ing and analyzing the remaining
“golden” intelligence materials gath-
ered during the tunnel's exploitation.

In October 1966, G. Blake made a
daring escape from the Wormwood
Scrubs prison. He reached GDR via
Belgium and West Germany, and in
December 1966 secretly arrived in
Moscow. But that is a totally different
story that “Razvedchik” will tell in one
of next issues. %

In 1961, falling victim to a betrayal, G. Blake
was arrested. Only then, after comparing the data,

MI6 realized that Moscow had been privy to the
Operation Gold from its inception.
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Long before June 22,1941, foreign intelligence had been consistently and thoroughly informing
the top leadership of the USSR about Germany's covert preparations for an attack on our
country. These alarm-bellreports ultimately prompted J. V. Stalin to intensify diplomatic efforts
to prevent German aggression and accelerate the mobilization of the Red Army, but precious
time had already been lost. “Razvedchik” has studied archival documents and reconstructed
the chronology of these events.

po
Stalin

Declassified reports on the threat
of Germany’s aggression against

the Soviet Union

Text: Boris Maximovich Semenov, Candidate of Historical Sciences,
retired Lieutenant General of the SVR of Russia
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Soviet foreign intelligence focused
its efforts on identifying Berlin’s mili-
tary plans from the very first days
of the Nazis’ rise to power, prior-
itizing this task from the autumn of
1939. The 1st section (specializing
in Germany) of the 5th Department
(Intelligence) of the Main Directorate
of State Security (GUGB) of the
NKVD of the USSR processed intel-
ligence data on Hitler's aggressive
intentions, obtained by all stations
and subdivisions of the central intel-
ligence apparatus, and reported this
information to the country’s leader-
ship. The first information about the
redeployment of German troops from
France to the Soviet borders was re-
ceived in mid-1940, even before the
Flhrer’s order to develop Operation
Barbarossa.

Hitler signed the operation plan on
December 18, 1940. On that same
day, speaking to young Wehrmacht
officers, he declared that they were
about to participate in a “great his-
torical event” — the elimination
of injustice, as “160 million Great
Russians own one-sixth of the
globe, while 90 million Germans are
huddled on a tiny patch of land.”
Although the event was private, the
illegal station in Berlin learned its
contents the next day and reported
them to the Center.

In uncovering secret military plans of
Germany’s leaders, our intelligence
officers were assisted by valuable
and reliable assets: “Corsican” (Arvid
Harnack, senior adviser atthe German
Ministry of Economics), “Starshina”
(Oberleutnant Harro Schulze-Boysen,
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assistant of the German Air Force
Command), “Breitenbach”  (Willi
Lehmann, the head of a department
in the Gestapo secret police), and
many others. In Berlin, a highly expe-
rienced intelligence officer, deputy
chief of station of foreign intelligence
Alexander Mikhailovich Korotkov,
along with a young station officer,
Boris Nikolayevich Zhuravlev, worked
with them.

After the GUGB NKVD was
transformed into the People’s
Commissariat of State Security
(NKGB) on February 3, 1941, the First
Directorate (foreign intelligence), as
early as February 8, 1941, submitted
a special report No. 18/M under an
alarming title “On the Preparation of
War Against the USSR”. This report Photocopy of Hitler's Operation Barbarossa

Alexander Mikhailovich
Korotkov

Was born November 22,1909, in Moscow. He joined for-
eign intelligence in 1928. From 1933 to 1938, he was
involved in illegal intelligence work in France. From
August 1940, he was deputy chief of station in Berlin,
where he re-established and maintained contact with
previously recruited valuable sources among German anti-fascist underground mem-
bers. In July 1941, he returned to Moscow, where he headed the German Department of
Foreign Intelligence. From April 1945, he was again in Berlin, participating in ensuring
the signing of the Act of Unconditional Surrender of Germany. From October 1945 to
January 1946, — chief of foreign intelligence station in Berlin. From 1946 to 1957, — dep-
uty head of foreign intelligence, and from May 28 to June 17, 1953, he was acting head
of intelligence. From 1957 to 1961, he was the KGB USSR Representative to the Ministry
for State Security of the GDR. Awarded the Order of Lenin, six Orders of the Red Banner,
the Order of the Patriotic War, 1st Class, two Orders of the Red Star,and many medals.
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was signed by Vsevolod Nikolayevich
Merkulov, the head of NKGB, and
was based on information prepared
by “Corsican” (see Document 1in the
“Declassified Archives” section). The
report was directed to the leader of
the country Joseph Vissarionovich
Stalin, as well as to the Chairman of
the Council of People’s Commissars,
People’s Commissar for Foreign
Affairs  Vyacheslav  Mikhailovich
Molotov, and the Deputy Chairman of
the Council of People’s Commissars,
People’s Commissar for Foreign
Trade Anastas Ivanovich Mikoyan.
The document stated that the
German leadership was planning to
begin military operations against the
Soviet Union in 1941. The goal of the
war was to tear away from the USSR a
part of the European territory stretch-
ing from Leningrad to the Black Sea,
and to establish there a state “entire-
ly dependent on Germany.”

In special reports No. 336/M dated
March 6 and No. 488/M dated March
14 (Documents 2 and 3), also based
on material from “Corsican”, the intel-
ligence informed Stalin, Molotov, and
the People’s Commissar for Internal
Affairs, Lavrentiy Pavlovich Beria,
about the Wehrmacht’s planning a
lightning war (Blitzkrieg) with the
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intent to liquidate the Soviet state.
In Berlin, they were sure: “The Red
Army will be able to resist only for
the first 8 days, then it will be defeat-
ed.” The Germans expected to reach
the Urals in 25 days. On April 7, the
same three recipients were informed
by special report No. 919/M about
Hitler’s attempts to win over the USA
and England in order to prevent their
potential opposition to the imple-
mentation of German military plans
concerning the USSR.

Meeting at Hitler's headquarters
in the Berghof on the preparation
a blitzkrieg against the USSR
July 31,1940

After that Pavel Mikhailovich Fitin,
the head of foreign intelligence,
tasked the station in Berlin with in-
tensifying intelligence gathering on
priority issues of Germany’s mili-
tary policy affecting the security of
the USSR. In cipher telegram No.
54 dated 10 April 1941, the head of
the station in Berlin was specifically
advised: “..on aviation matters, to
give a task to “Starshina”. Through
“Swede”, find out the location of
German units in Romania; through
“Spaniard”, obtain information on the
personnel of the Air Forces. Instruct
“Corsican” to gather information on
the state of the military-chemical in-
dustry, using “Turk’s” capabilities for
this purpose. Obtain information on
military technical innovations though
“Greek”. Get information on the state
of the navy through “ltalian”. Orient
“Breitenbach” towards clarifying the
deployment of German military units
and the construction of fortifications
along the border adjacent to the ter-
ritory of the USSR”.

Arvid Harnack
(“Corsican”")

Was born on May 24, 1901 in Darmstadt, Germany, into

a family of a scientist. He received a legal education,

and became a Doctor of law in 1924.1n 1926-1928, he

studied economics in the USA, and since 1930, he has
been a doctor of philosophy. In the early 1930s, he maintained secret contacts with the
German Communist Party. In 1931, he organized a Working Group on the study of the
Soviet Planned Economy (ARPLAN). In August 1932, he made a short trip to the USSR.
After the Nazis came to power and ARPLAN was dissolved, he received the post of senior
adviser at the German Ministry of Economics. In August 1935, he was recruited by Soviet
foreign intelligence. He was arrested in September 1942 and executed on December 22.
Awarded the Order of the Red Banner (posthumously).

NO 2 (15) June 2026

Colonel of Soviet Foreign Intelligence
Z.1.Voskresenskaya-Rybkina

Archival documents indicate that
in the spring of 1941 an impressive
stream of information was being sent
to Moscow, pointing to an increasing
pace of Germany’s preparations for
an attack on the USSR. In particular,
there was information about the re-
deployment of Wehrmacht forma-
tions to the east and their concen-
tration along the western border of
our country, a significant increase in
the number of military cargo trains,
the conscription of individuals who
spoke Russian, the release of maps
of the USSR frontier, and reconnais-
sance flights by German aviation
over Soviet territory, and the identi-
fication of targets for bombing raids.
From the obtained data, a general
plan and main features of the German
army’s strategy emerged — to lure
out the Soviet Armed Forces into an
unfortified border area and deliver a
lightning, devastating blow there.

Recalling that period, the famous
Soviet intelligence officer Zoya

Ivanovna Voskresenskaya-Rybkina,
who was tasked by P.M. Fitin with
processing of information received
by the German department, wrote:
“At that time, there were lots of re-
ports that the war was imminent. This
was being talked everywhere and by
everyone. We even received infor-
mation about it from Australia — from
virtually all sides. However, all re-
ports about the war gave different
dates, even to the point that it could
begin on May 1”

Harro Schulze-Boysen
(“Starshina")

Was born on September 2, 1912, in Kiel, Germany; into a

family of a naval officer. He studied law and politics, and

by the end of the 1920s he began to share communist

views. Since 1932, he published the anti-Nazi magazine

Der Gegner (‘The Opponent”), after the editorial office

was raided in 1933, he spent about a month in prison.
He qualified as a pilot, and from 1934 he worked in the communications department of the
German Ministry of Aviation. In 1935, under the patronage of the Minister of Aviation Hermann
Goering — a friend of his wife’s parents — he was recruited into the Luftwaffe. For ideological
reasons, he joined Arvid Harnack’s underground group, shared secret information with him,
which was then transmitted to Moscow. Since January 1941, he served as an assistant at the
Headquarters of the German Aviation Command. He was arrested in August 1942, and execut-
ed on December 22. He was awarded the Order of the Red Banner (posthumously).
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Assessing the balance of forces be-
tween the USSR and Germany, Hitler
believed, not without reason, that at
that time the superiority was on the
side of the German military machine.
In his opinion, this factor should have
been used no later than the first half
of 1941, since over time the advan-
tage could have been lost.

In May 1941, Stalin, Molotov, and Beria
received six documents from foreign
intelligence about the imminent ap-
proach of war, three of which were of
particular value. Special Report No.
1612/M of May 14 (Document 4), cit-
ing information from “Starshina”,
stated: “The German Air Force
Headquarters is most rapidly pre-
paring for an attack on the USSR. All
the data suggests that the military
action is scheduled for the nearest
future. Staff officers often mention
May 20 as the date of the outbreak
of war with the USSR. Others believe
the offensive is scheduled for June.”

On May 30, report No. 1983/M (infor-
mation from Anthony Blunt, a mem-
ber of the Cambridge Five) conveyed
the contents of a telegram intercept-
ed by the British from the Japanese
Consul General in Austria to the
Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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People’s Commissar of State Security
of the USSR V.N. Merkulov

It specifically pointed to Germany’s
accelerated preparations for the start
of the war with the USSR, which was
expected “in the second half of June,
before harvesting.” It was stressed
that Berlin expected to conclude
the military campaign in 6-8 weeks,
and therefore had postponed the in-
vasion in England. On May 31, spe-
cial report No. 2031/M (Document
4), compiled based on reports from
“Corsican” and “Starshina”, also in-
dicated that preparations for the
war would be fully completed by
mid-June.

In June 1941 — just days before the
attack — foreign intelligence sent two
more special reports to the Kremlin.
The first, No. 2215/M dated June
12 (Document 5), based on informa-
tion obtained by “Starshina”, stat-
ed: “Leading circles of the German
Ministry of Aviation and the Air
Force Headquarters assert that the
decision to attack the Soviet Union
has been definitely made. Whether
any demands will be presented to
the Soviet Union beforehand is un-
known, and therefore one should
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Head of the First Department (foreign intelligence)
of NKGB of the USSR P.M.Fitin

reckon with the possibility of a sud-
den strike.”

The second and last special report
before Hitler’s invasion, No. 2279/M,
dated June 17 (Document6),compiled
based on reports from “Starshina”
and “Corsican”, bluntly stated: “All
German military preparations for an
armed attack against the USSR have

been fully completed, and the strike
can be expected at any moment.”
The report also quoted the words of
one of the Third Reich’s main ideolo-
gists Alfred Rosenberg who, speak-
ing at the Ministry of Economics, at a
meeting of the handlers of the terri-
tory of the USSR intended for occu-
pation, declared: “The very concept
of the Soviet Union must be erased
from the geographical map.”

After reviewing this document, Stalin
invited Merkulov and Fitin to the
Kremlin for an oral report. An analy-
sis of Pavel Mikhailovich’s recollec-
tions of this meeting — published
in the newspaper Pravda on May 8,
1989, and in Volume IV of “Essays
on the History of Russian Foreign
Intelligence” — shows that the con-
versation proceeded in a business-
like atmosphere. When Stalin asked,
“So, is Germany planning to attack
the Soviet Union?”, the invitees re-
sponded with silence, that is, in
fact, affirmatively. When Stalin de-
manded to characterize the source
of the information received, Fitin de-
scribed “Starshina” as an informed
and reliable assistant. The head of
state then asked Fitin to once again
“clarify everything, double-check

Boris Nikolaevich
Zhuravlev

WasbornonFebruary16,1911,in Moscow.Graduated from
the Moscow Higher Technical University — N.E. Bauman
Law School. worked for a year as an engineer at the
Elektrozavod plant. Completed a special training course
at the Special Purpose Intelligence School (ShON). From August 1939 to June 1941, he
served in the Berlin Berlin residency. After returning to Moscow, he continued his service
and was soon sent to Iran. In the post war period, he was deployed on illegal intelligence
missions to a series of European countries. After retirement, he passed his experience to
younger colleagues and later served as scientific secretary of the Astronomical Council of

the USSR Academy of Sciences.
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the information, and report back the
results.”

Stalin’s subsequent actions suggest
that he did not ignore the intelli-
gence report of June 17, but took it
very seriously and issued a number
of urgent orders.

So, through the People’s
Commissariat of Foreign Affairs, an
offer was sent to Berlin to receive
V.M. Molotov for negotiations with
Hitler on June 18. Germans ignored
it. In addition, the head of NKVD,
L.P. Beria, received instructions to ur-
gently prepare a special contingent
of border troops intelligence officers
to prevent possible German provoca-
tions on the western border in order
to ensure that Hitler had no chance
to label the USSR as the aggressor.

On the evening of June 17, Stalin
conducted preparations for organ-
izing aerial and visual reconnais-
sance along the outer border of
the Western Special Military District
(ZapOVO). He summoned Merkulov
again, this time with two of his depu-
ties, B.Z. Kobulov and M.V. Griboy,
as well as the Deputy Chief of the

NKVD Border Security Force, Major
General G.A. Petrov. To provide the
Kremlin with information in near real
time, they were instructed to se-
lect experienced border troops in-
telligence officers, position them
at certain points along the route of
the aircraft, so that the pilot, after
committing several landings, could
hand over to them information for
urgent transmission to the NKGB.
P.F. Zhigarev, the head of the Main

Willie Lehman
(“Breitenbach")

Was born on March 15, 1884, in Leipzig, Germany, into
the family of a school teacher. At the age Of 17, he vol-
unteered for service in the Navy. In 1904, from aboard a
German warship, he witnessed the heroic exploits of the
sailors of the Russian cruiser Varyag during their unequal
battle with the Japanese near the port of Chemulpo. After
demobilization in 1911, he joined the Berlin police, where he rose to the position of the
head of the Anti espionage Department. In 1933, he was transferred to the Gestapo. Since
1929, he collaborated with Soviet foreign intelligence on a voluntary basis. He provided
particularly valuable information, including data on the development of V-missiles and
other military preparations by Hitler. In December 1942, due to the failure of the handler, he

was arrested and shortly afterwards executed.
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Major General of Aviation G.N. Zakharov
on the wing of his Yak-3 fighter

Directorate of the Red Army Air Force
was supposed to organize the flight,
and LT. Peresypkin, the People’s
Commissar of Communications
USSR was to ensure reliable commu-
nication between intelligence border
guards and Moscow.

On June 18, aerial reconnaissance
was carried out by the commander of
the43rdAirDivisionof ZapOVO, Major
General of Aviation G.N. Zakharov,
who described these events in de-
tail in his 1985 book “I am a Fighter
Pilot”. According to his testimony, af-
ter flying along the state border for
about 400 kilometers, they discov-
ered large concentrations of German
troops ready to start a war “any day
now.” The information gathered was
immediately reported by the border
guards to Moscow — to the leader-
ship of the NKGB and to Stalin.

The author of this article has tried to
reconstruct the chronology of sub-
sequent events almost minute by
minute, using the reference book
“At Stalin’s Reception”, archival ma-
terials, memoirs, and diaries of
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the direct participants. So, Joseph
Vissarionovich, having reviewed
the reports of the pilots and intelli-
gence officers of the NKVD border
troops, convened a meeting in the
Kremlin at 8:00 p. m. on June 18, with
the participation of V.M. Molotoy,
Secretary of the Central Committee
of the All-Union Communist Party
of the Bolsheviks G.M. Malenkov,
People’s Commissar of
Defense S.K. Timoshenko, and Chief
of the General Staff G.K. Zhukow.
From10:25 p. m.to 11:00 p. m., Deputy
People’s Commissar of the NKGB,
B.Z. Kobulov presented a report on
the results of the aerial visual re-
connaissance. After this, the Deputy
Chairman of the Council of People’s
Commissars K.E. Voroshilov, Chief
of the Main Directorate of the Air
Force P.F. Zhigarev, the afore-
mentioned Deputy Chief of the
Border Security Force G.A. Petroy,
and the People’s Commissar and
Deputy People’s Commissar of the
Aviation Industry A.l. Shakhurin and
A.S. Yakovlev joined those present.
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The meeting continued until half past
midnight.

Following its results, in the morn-
ing of June 19, an order signed by
S.K. Timoshenko and G.K. Zhukoy,
“On the Camouflage of Airfields,
Military Units, and Important Objects
of the Districts,” was sent to the
troops. The text noted the necessity
“to report the execution of the or-
der through the Chief of the General
Staff on July 1 and 15, 1941”.

The Berlin station obtained the ex-
act date of Germany’s attack on our
country only late in the evening of
June 19. The source “Breitenbach”,
after  work, summoned Boris
Zhuravlev to an emergency meet-
ing via a coded signal and informed
him about an order received by the
Gestapo for the Wehrmacht to be-
gin the invasion of the USSR on
June 22 at 03:00 a. m. Berlin time
(04:00 a. m. Moscow time). Due to
the urgency, the Berlin station report-
ed this immediately to V.M. Molotov

|.V. Stalin, V.M. Molotov and K.E. Voroshilov

through the Soviet Ambassador to
Germany V.G. Dekanozov, who had
previously headed foreign intelli-
gence. The next day, on June 20,
Moscow addressed the German
side with a renewed proposal for the
head of the People’s Commissariat
for Foreign Affairs (NKID) to travel
to Berlin. Hitler ignored the propos-
al once again, leaving Stalin with no
doubt about the veracity of the for-
eign intelligence reports concerning
the imminent war.

OnJune 21,at6:30 p. m., V.M. Molotov
appeared in Stalin’s office, fol-
lowed by K.E. Voroshiloy, L.P. Beria,
G.M. Malenkov, S.K. Timoshenko,
and the Commander-in-Chief of the
Navy, N.G. Kuznetsov, at 7:05 p. m.
All of them were already aware of
the impending war. At 8:15 p. m,,
Timoshenko briefly left the leader’s
office, and Kuznetsov soon left the
meeting to return to the People’s
Commissariat. At 11:50 p. m., he
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issued a directive to all fleets over
the telephone: “Immediately switch
to operational readiness level 1.”

At 850 p. m, G.K. Zhukov and
S.M. Budyonny joined the meeting. In
the latter’'s memoirs (published in the
book “The Bitter Summer of '41” by
N.N. Efimov and A.Yu. Bondarenko),
the conversation that took place
is described as follows: “Stalin in-
formed those present that the
Germans, without declaring war,
might attack us tomorrow — that is,
onJune 22 — and therefore [we need
to discuss] what we must and can
undertake today and before dawn
on 06/22/41. The leader dismissed
Timoshenko’s words, that "if the
Germans attack, we will defeat them
at the border and then on their own
territory, as not serious, and then
stated: “..I will take the responsibility
for the discussion regarding aviation
with the district army commanders,
and the People’s Commissar and the
[General] Staff should give instruc-

29

tions to the districts.

Thus, Soviet foreign intelligence had
warned the top leadership of the
country about the expected fascist
aggression against the USSR even
before the start of the Wehrmacht’s
invasion. It was largely thanks to its
efforts that Berlin’s attempts to iso-
late the USSR on the world stage
through false accusations of pre-
paring a military attack on Germany
were thwarted. In the long run, Stalin
had no serious complaints about in-
telligence work on the German di-
rection. The leader trusted Fitin, as
evidenced, in particular, by the fact
that Pavel Mikhailovich remained the
head of foreign intelligence through-
out the war, until the Great Victory.

Residents of Moscow during the radio
announcement about Germany’s
attack on the USSR.

June 22,1941
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At the same time, it should be not-
ed that the information received in
Moscow — through various chan-
nels — in 1940 and in the first half of
1941 was sometimes contradictory,
with much of it being disinformation.
As later became known, the leader-
ship of Nazi Germany had developed a
separate, carefully thought-out plan of
disinformation operations, formalized
through additional directives related to
Operation Barbarossa. At the stage of
preparing for the attack on the USSR,
the Germans aimed to create the il-
lusion that Britain was still Germany’s
main enemy, and the redeployment of
troops to the east and their concentra-
tion near the Soviet borders was in-
tended to protect them from the end-
less British airstrikes and to give them
a chance to rest before the upcoming
Operation Sea Lion — the planned in-
vasion of the Albion.

intelligence service in history

Spread of misinformation was done
by Britain itself, which pursued its
own political and military goals.
Intelligence officers were aware of
this, which is why all reports from
Berlin were carefully analyzed and
cross-checked against information
received from other stations. Only
verified information was reported to
the country’s leadership.

In conclusion, we quote the words of
S.Y. Naryshkin, Director of the SVR of
Russia: “Intelligence fulfilled its main
purpose — it informed the country’s
leadership about Nazi Germany’s
preparations for war against the
USSR. As for the reasons why Stalin
did not heed the numerous warnings
from intelligence, and whether this
indeed occurred, that is a topic for a
special historical research, and most
likely, not just a single one.” %

RAZVEDCHZK 83



declassified archives declassified archives

More documents on the
SVR of Russia website
Document 1. Document 1.
Special report from Special report from
Berlin No. 18/M Berlin No. 18/M
(collage). (collage).

February 8,1941 February 8, 1941
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Document 2. Document 2.
Special report from Special report from
Berlin No. 336/M Berlin No. 336/M
(collage). (collage).

March 6,1941

March 6,1941
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Document 3. Document 3.
Special report from Special report from
Berlin No. 488/M Berlin No. 488/M
(collage). (collage).

March 14,1941

March 14,1941
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Document 4. Document 4.
Special report from Special report from
Berlin No.2031/M Berlin No.2031/M
(collage). (collage).

May 31,1941 May 31,1941
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Document 5.
Special report from
Berlin No. 2215/M
(collage).

June 12,1941

Document 5. Document 6.
Special report from Special report from
Berlin No.2215/M Berlin No. 2279/M
(collage). (collage).

June 12,1941 June 17,1941
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More documents on the
SVR of Russia website
Document 6. Document 6.
Special report from Special report from
Berlin No. 2279/M Berlin No. 2279/M
(collage). (collage).

June 17,1941 June 17,1941
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The Brest Fortress is one of the most famous and revered museum complexes in
the post-Soviet space, which leaves no visitor indifferent. On the occasion of the
85th anniversary of the breakout of the Great Patriotic War and the anniversary
of the museum, “Razvedchik” spoke with its General Director, Alexander
Alexandrovich Korkotadze, about how the immortal heroes of the legendary
citadel continue to protect us from lies and forgetfulness until today.

Alexander Alexandrovich, for many genera-
tions of Russians and Belarusians, as well
as for all other peoples of the former Soviet
Union, the Brest Fortress is a symbol of cour-
age, resilience, and unity in the fight against
Nazism, and the act of bravery of its defend-
ers is immortal. Tell us, is the memorial com-
plex popular nowadays?

Let's start with history. The Museum of the
Defense of the Brest Fortress — our main mu-
seum — was opened on November 8, 1956. It
was founded largely thanks to the work of writ-
er Sergei Sergeyevich Smirnov, who told the
Soviet people about the act of bravery of the
defenders of the Brest Fortress. The next step
was the awarding of the honorary title “Hero
Fortress” to the fortress in 19965 — on May 8, on
the eve of the 20th anniversary of the Victory.
It is the only Hero Fortress in the world. By
September 1971, a large-scale memorial com-
plex was built. Therefore, this year is double
anniversary for us: 70 years for the main mu-
seum and 55 years for the entire memorial.

From the very first months of the museum's oper-
ation, it was visited by large numbers of people.
With the introduction of the permanent exhibi-
tion and its expansion in 1961, the number of visi-
tors grew. And with the opening of the memorial,
entire tourist trains came to us from all corners
of the Soviet Union. In the 1980s, attendance
reached one million people per year. It was one
of the most popular museums in the USSR.

The collapse of the Soviet Union dealt a heavy
blow: attendance dropped to 60,000, and staff
had to be significantly reduced. But in 1994,
after the victory of Alexander Grigoryevich
Lukashenko in the presidential elections of the
Republic of Belarus, the state policy towards
museums changed. One of the first steps was
to grant the memorial complex the status of an
extraordinary center for patriotic education of
the Republic of Belarus.

At the CIS summitin 1996, a decision was made
to carry out repair and restoration work at the
memorial, and significant funds were allocated.
Ukraine also provided assistance — not with
money, but with granite.

Alexander Alexandrovich Korkotadze

Was born on February 16, 1976, in Brest. He graduated from A.S. Pushkin Brest
State University with a degree in "History and Socio-Political Disciplines” and
from the Academy of Management under the President of the Republic of
Belarus (RB). He worked at the Brest Regional Museum of Local Lore, and since
2003, at the Memorial Complex "Brest Hero Fortress". He progressed from a
researcher to the head of the "5th Fort Museum" branch. In 2023, he was ap-
pointed General Director of the museum. He is a member of the Republican Council for Historical Policy under

the Administration of the President of the RB.
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Panorama of the Brest
Fortress.June 22, 1941.
First hours of the war

How many foreign guests have there been in
recent years? Do visitors come from Germany
and Poland, for example?

They do arrive, with awe, with reverence. But
now, unfortunately, it's very difficult for Western
tourists to break through to us, overcoming the
cordons set up by their own governments. Yet,
the interest from ordinary people is enormous.
After all, the more lies they are told, with his-
tory being distorted, the stronger their spirit of
contradiction and the desire to see everything
with their own eyes. It's no coincidence that
our president introduced a visa-free regime
for neighboring countries so that they could
come and learn the truth. This is the position
of strength. To prohibit, to create obstacles, to

Brest Fortress

A fortification on the western outskirts of the city of Brest in Belarus, at the confluence of the Mukhavets River and the Western
Bug River. Built between 1833 and 1842, it was repeatedly modernized in the second half of the 19th and early 20th centuries.
It consisted of a citadel (a closed two-story barracks about 1.8 km long), three bridgehead fortifications surrounded by earth
ramparts, and two belts of forts (3.5-7 km from the citadel), the total length of the defense line reached 30 km. On June 22,1941,
twao rifle divisions, border guards, and a separate NKVD unit (a total of about 4,000 people) stationed in the fortress were among
the first to bear the brunt of the fascist troops' attack. The majority of the defenders perished, and the last centers of resistance
were suppressed in August 1941. It was liberated in 1944. In 1956, the Museum of the Defense of the Brest Fortress was opened.
In 1965, in memory of the defenders' courage, it was awarded the title "Hero Fortress".In 1971, a memorial complex was set up on
the fortress grounds, including conserved ruins, ramparts, monumental sculptural compositions, and a necropolis with the graves
of the defenders.
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sow lies that everything is bad in Belarus and
Russia — that is the position of weakness.

A bit of statistics. From 2021 to 2025, our me-
morial was visited by 2 million 800 thousand
people, and we conducted about 56 thousand
excursions. There is a flow of foreigners, includ-
ing from Poland, Germany, the Baltic states, and
other European countries — a total of 58 coun-
tries worldwide. Somehow, the West isn't very
successful with isolation. Latvia, for example,
consistently ranks third or fourth place in terms
of the number of guests. Of course, there are
many tourists from China. People also come
from Africa, South America, the US. However, it's
important to understand that far-abroad coun-
tries account for only 1.5% of visitors.
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More than half of the guests are from the
Russian Federation. And that's wonderful! They
come with their families. | am always pleased
when | see children, sometimes very young
ones, with their parents at the Eternal Flame.
It is precisely in this way — from generation to
generation — that patriotism is passed on.

How often do pupils and students visit the
memorial complex? What attracts them?

We offer over 20 thematic excursions de-
signed for various age groups, including
some for preschoolers. Among them, muse-
um-pedagogical sessions about animals in
war, such as battlefield dogs, are particularly
popular. You know, children are very sensitive
to lies and hypocrisy, so you need to work
with them as a true enthusiast. Fortunately,
everyone on our team is just that. We face
criticism, they say if we continue working like
this, in five or ten years’ time young people
will stop coming to us. Memorials and mu-
seums are already of little interest to them. |
think our goal is not to drop to bloggers’ level
but to lift young people to our own level. The
primary function of the museum is enlighten-
ment, not entertainment.

In the era of social media, when our ill-wish-
ers actively influence children on various plat-
forms, museums are extremely important. They
house history and culture — there are genu-
ine artifacts, no less. Professional historians,
educators, and parents can work with young
people at museum sites. We, along with our
"brothers in arms" — Khatyn, Mamayev Kurgan,
and other memorials of the Union State — are
tasked with raising the younger generation as
true patriots.

What events do you plan for the anniversary
year?

Following the first “Great Heritage, Common
Future” Union State international forum, which
took place in Volgograd last April and was at-
tended by heads of state, the second, sym-
bolically, will be held this year in Brest and the
Brest Fortress. On June 21st, the traditional
"Combat Formation" event will take place.
This event always brings tears and a feeling
of great pride.
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In the era of social media, when our
ill-wishers actively influence children

on various platforms, museums are
extremely important. They house history
and culture — there are genuine artifacts.

In the era of social media, when our ill-wishers
actively influence children on various platforms,
museums are extremely important. They house
history and culture — there are genuine artifacts.

On June 22nd, in the ruins of the western edge
of the citadel, we plan to open a new memo-
rial zone, "Sorrow". The idea was inspired by
a 1965 photograph: it shows the widow of
the fallen Lieutenant Kuznetsov clinging to
the stones of the Brest Fortress. Considering
that 2026 has been declared the Year of the
Woman in Belarus, this event carries special
significance. But that's not all. On the sides of
the monument, on plaques, are engraved the
names of about a hundred defenders of the
citadel who were tortured to death in captiv-
ity. Thus, for the first time, we will immortalize
those who fought, got captured and died there
as patriots.

First festive events

on the occasion of the

Victory Day after the

complex was opened.

May 9, 1972
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It seems to me that it was precisely
after the Brest Fortress that it became
clear to the occupiers that it was
impossible to defeat the Soviet Union.

President of

the Republic of

Belarus A.G. Lukashenko
(center) during
commemorative events
in the Brest Fortress.
June 22,2021
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Are there any blank spots in the heroic history
of the fortress?

We cannot say that everything has already
been studied. In Soviet times, historians pri-
marily relied on the memoirs of the surviving
defenders of the fortress. These testimonies
have been meticulously collected in our mu-
seum. Some German documents about the as-
sault have also been studied. However, over
the past 20 years, a new, large body of German
archival materials and personal memoirs of
Wehrmacht soldiers and officers has emerged.
It has significantly enriched our knowledge of
the citadel's defense.

It's not so much about eliminating the blank
spots here, as it is about comparing inter-
pretations of events. Even German sources
speak of the heroism of the fortress defend-
ers. If you compare the entries in the diaries
of Wehrmacht soldiers and the recollections

of our warriors, the same picture emerges: the
garrison fought to the last bullet. | often quote
the phrase of one German officer: "The bat-
tlefield at the Brest Fortress is worse than any
other battle site in Poland or France."

It seems to me that it was precisely after the
Brest Fortress that it became clear to the occu-
piers that it was impossible to defeat the Soviet
Union. | would like to remind you that the Nazis
set the task of capturing the citadel dartingly,
and serious fighting was not expected. Military
actions in Europe created the illusion of an all-
conquering German army. And the fact that on
the first day of the siege of the Brest Fortress,
the Germans suffered serious losses — more
than 300 killed — came as a shock to them. It is
no coincidence that the first German cemetery
on the Soviet soil appeared precisely in Brest.
Therefore, we must not forget not only the mor-
al but also the military significance of the feat of
the citadel's defenders.

Excavations continue on the territory of the
fortress. Are new artifacts being found?

Certainly. On May 7, a ceremony was held for
the burial of the unnamed remains of seven
fortress defenders found last year. Their total
number now stands at 1055. Additionally, a
new name has been inscribed on the memo-
rial plaques — Mamkin Grigory Filatovich. We
spent a long time establishing his fate: he per-
ished in the area of the Eastern Ramparts, the
5th bastion, where the 98th Anti-Tank Division
of the 6th Rifle Division fought. Now we have
278 names.

To understand how complex the search pro-
cess is, I'll tell you this: in 1971, when the me-
morial was opened, 823 defenders rested in
the necropolis, and 201 names were immor-
talized on the plaques. It might seem that not
much has been added in 55 years. But behind
each number lies toilsome work. German ar-
chives mention that on the territory of the cita-
del — which is four square kilometers — lie the
remains of over two thousand Soviet soldiers.
This means hundreds more defenders are still
waiting in the Brest Fortress soil.

You've been working at the museum for over
20 years. Do you have any favorite heroes?
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Yes, quite a few. Perhaps the one closest to me
is military engineer lvan Osipovich Belinsky. He
began his service in the Brest-Litovsk Fortress
back in Tsarist Russia. He built fortifications,
modernized the 5th Fort, and clad it in con-
crete. In the Soviet Army, he rose to the rank
of Major General of Engineering and Technical
Troops; he was given the rank in 1943. For the
defense of Moscow, he was awarded the Order
of Lenin. He lived 100 years and died in 1976,
the year | was born — by coincidence.

Among the iconic figures there is also the com-
mander of the 9th Border Outpost, Andrey
Mitrofanovich Kizhevatov. Another one is
Vasily Ivanovich Bytko from the 44th Rifle
Regiment — "our Chapay," as his soldiers
called him. After the fascist attack, he returned
to the surrounded fortress twice (!) to retrieve
cadets of the regiment school. He led out two
groups to the concentration area and came
back for the rest. Wounded, he was captured,
and during an escape attempt, he died on the
Bug River, repeating the fate of his namesake,
Vasily Ivanovich Chapaev. And there are many
such heroes; behind every defender of the
Brest Fortress lies a real life and a true feat.

Perhaps this is precisely why the memorial re-
mains relevant to this day, and visitors come
to us from everywhere. The Brest Fortress
provides answers to many contemporary
questions. The key one is: how did the USSR
manage to raise a generation that placed the
interests of the Motherland above everything
else? A generation that broke the back of fas-
cism. By coming here, guests gain spiritual
strength to live and win today.

It is evident that for the same reason, the Brest
Fortress also disturbs our ill-wishers, who
spew mud in attempts to falsify history. Let us
not forget that the citadel is also a place of in-
ternational feat. This year, on the eve of May
9, in collaboration with the Russian Victory
Museum, we opened an exhibition that clear-
ly demonstrates how all the republics of the
Soviet Union united in the fight against fas-
cism. There are Ukrainian names on the me-
morial's plaques, and the new exhibition also
tells about the contribution of the Ukrainian
SSR to the victory over Nazism. We all fought
together and shed blood!
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the art of intelligence

And finally. Why should everyone, in their life-
time, visit the Brest Fortress at least once?

First and foremost, to better know our past.
This is the foundation of everything. The me-
morial is an emblematic place in our conscious-
ness andout statehood representing all at once
battlefields, ruins, architectural and sculptural
monuments, and museum expositions that em-
body the path of the Brest Fortress in the na-
tional and world history.

Besides, visiting the citadel gives an opportu-
nity to better understand how we should de-
velop the UnionState, educate our young peo-
ple, and what we should be proud of. Sense of
pride — for our past and our army — is one of
the key concepts in the defense of the Brest
Fortress. It is no coincidence that the words of
S.S. Smirnov are inscribed on the new monu-
ment in the “Grief” memorial zone: "The peo-
ple's memory ofthe heroes of the Brest Fortress
is filled not only with grief but also with pride".

And indeed, we do have what to be proud of.
Our shared history is replete with examples
on which we must educate our youth so that
they too grow up to be patriots. After all, un-
like a nationalist who hates anything foreign
and thereby destroys their own country in the
first place, a patriot is a person who loves their
native Fatherland and is focused on creation. %

Ceremonial burying
of the remains of
the Brest Fortress
defenders.

May 7,2026

Interviewed
by Lana Gennadieva
and Tatyana Ogneva
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Ural intelligence officers —
Russia's pride

On April 7-10, a series of events, commemorating the 125th anniversary of the birth of Soviet
illegalintelligence officer Iskhak Abdulovich Akhmerov and the memory of other Ural natives
who fought on the invisible front, took place in the Chelyabinsk region. The event was initiated
by the Coordinating Bureau of the Councils of Special Service Veteran Organizations of the
Ural Federal District and the Troitsk branch of Chelyabinsk State University (CSU). The special
guest was the Moscow club of the author's song Victory Wind, registered at the Central Victory
Museum and led by Anatoly Grigoryevich Pshenichny, Secretary of the board of the Union of
Writers of Russia, veteran of the SVR of Russia.

The anniversary programme was
opened with a ceremonial rally
near a memorial plaque in Troitsk,
Akhmerov's hometown, followed by a
roundtable discussion “The phenom-
enon of illegal intelligence” in CSU
branch. Mikhail Vitalyevich Pogudin,
Chairman of the Council of Veterans
of SVR of Russia, addressed the par-
ticipants with a welcoming speech.

He highlighted the value of efforts
to preserve the historical memory of
Ural intelligence officers and to edu-
cate young people using the exam-
ple of their heroic fellow countrymen.

The events continued in Chelyabinsk
with a flower-laying ceremony at
the ILA. Akhmerov’s monument and
meetings with senior pupils, cadets,

Iskhak Abdulovich
Akhmerov

Was born on April 7, 1901 in Troitsk, Orenburg region.
From the age of 11, he worked as a farm labourer and
a delivery man. In 1921, he was sent to the Communist
University of the Toilers of the East. In 1922 was trans-
ferred to the First State University to the School of
International Relations.In 1925 he went on a mission to
Turkey through the People’s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs. In 1929 he was transferred
to OGPU, then to Foreign Intelligence. In 1933 he was sent to China. In 1934-1939 and
1941-1946 he worked in the USA, including as a chief of staion, obtaining valuable infor-
mation about enemy’s military and political plans, particularly about the atomic project.
Since 1946 he became deputy chief of the illegal intelligence and taught at the KGB
Higher School. He received the Order of the Red Banner twice, the Order of the Red Star

and the Badge of Honor and many medals.
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university students, and military
school students at the Palace of
Young Pioneers and Schoolchildren
and the State Historical Museum of
the Southern Urals. A.G. Pshenichny,
also a Ural native, born in the village
of Klyuchovka in the Troitsky region,
noted: “In the anniversary year of
Iskhak Akhmerov's birth, after many
years | returned to my native place
to talk about role of Ural intelligence
officers. After all, Troitsk became the
birthplace of a real-life illegal intel-
ligence officer, a person who in the
1940s conducted a series of opera-
tions, aimed at combating threats to
the USSR from Germany and Japan.”

Besides I.A. Akhmerov, the Ural land
gave Russia many outstanding intel-
ligence officers, whose memory is re-
vered here: the experienced Chekist
Boris Nikodimovich Batrayey, the first
deputy director of the SVR of Russia,
Colonel General Vladimir lvanovich
Zavershinsky, the famous saboteur
Nikolai Ivanovich Kuznetsov and,
of course, the legendary head of
the Soviet foreign intelligence dur-
ing the Great Patriotic War, Pavel
Mikhailovich Fitin.
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Veterans and active officers of secu-
rity forces, representatives of gov-
ernment, educational organizations,
clergy, participants in the special mil-
itary operation, and more than two
thousand young Ural residents took
part in the large-scale commemo-
rative events in the Ural Federal
District.

Each day of the commemorative cel-
ebrations ended with a special con-
cert programme featuring beloved
original songs of Victory Wind, in-
cluding the anthem of fighters of the
invisible front:

Tomorrow again a telegram will go,

There will be a role, but there won't be ovations.
Let someone speak well of us

In the corridors of faraway instances...

That's our job, or more correct — our fate.

To blood and sweat, when the trumpets blare.
Our road markings are the sky and waves.

As long as intelligence exists, the country will live! %
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Heroes and days of the
"West" grouping of forces:
the 144th Motor Rifle Division

Paying tribute to the unparalleled feats performed by our soldiers during
the special military operation, "Razvedchik," in cooperation with the Russian
Ministry of Defense's "Politruk” magazine, continues to publish firsthand
accounts from combatants.

Text: Sergey Berezhnoy
ILlustrations: Sergey Dorozhenko

RAZVEDCHZK

BERKHOVKA — SOLEDAR DIRECTION

Filin has almost half of the brigade mobilized.
Although they've been at war since last fall,
they're still considered "mobilized." There are
also about two hundred former prisoners. The
rest are contract volunteers.

The enemy had smashed two brigades to piec-
es in just a couple of months, leaving their flanks
exposed. The brigade commander's last hope
was the "Wolves," a separate sabotage and as-
sault brigade. Not a reserve, but exactly a hope.
And Filin threw his "Wolves" into battle. At first,
they quickly disillusioned the AFU troopers, who
were intoxicated by their own success, — each
fought for ten, and the "warriors of light" scur-
ried away to their permanent residence with the
Heavenly Hundred, abandoning their lived-in
trenches. The "Wolves" stormed into the trench-
es, dispersed, reported their losses on the radio:
six WIAs — and got to "work."

Two dozens of ex-prisoners fought to the
death, and the surging waves of attackers —
running, crawling, screaming — broke against
them into drizzle-like splashes. In two hours,
three fierce attacks were repulsed, support-
ed by IFVs. Three burning torches and fifty
motionless bodies remained on the field. The
"Wolves" didn't finish off the wounded; they al-
lowed them to crawl away and be evacuated.
This was a special hallmark of the brigade —
allowing the enemy to remove their dead and
carry away their wounded, for which the en-
emy not only feared but also respected the
"Wolves."

Our men didn't flinch when their trenches were
peppered with mines and shrapnel mowed
down all the grass around. They didn't retreat
when they ran out of ammunition and only gre-
nades were left. They believed help would
come — Filin had promised to send reinforce-
ments, and not once (!) had he failed to keep
his word.

First, the mobilized appeared. They jumped into
the trenches, immediately remote-mining the
approaches with a makeshift device, and out of
sheer generosity, they heavily strafed the still-
stunned AFU soldiers with machine guns and
automatic grenade launchers, and then they
got to work with sapper shovels. No, they didn't
engage in hand-to-hand combat, but rather be-
gan digging additional communication passag-
es, fixing trenches and "foxholes" at breakneck
speed. They dug in, and when the enemy ar-
tillery began ravaging their strongpoints, they
became inaccessible to shrapnel. These were
no longer the moaning and groaning last year
conscripts, but seasoned professionals, cling-
ing with a death grip, thinking clearly and ra-
tionally, and therefore distinguished by their
resilience and desperate courage.

All the wounded were evacuated — that's the
brigade's law: no matter what it takes, always
and under any circumstances retrieve your
own wounded and dead. As they say in the bri-
gade: "Filin's law is not to leave your own, get
everyone out." The "Wolves" took up their posi-
tions, completely crushing the AFU’s desire to
make a move in their sector.
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The General was grateful to Filin — he had
saved the corps' honor and, as a reward, "add-
ed" another 600 meters of the front line. Filin
was terribly unhappy with his losses: about a
dozen dead and about a hundred WIAs in al-
most three months. Our commanders fight the
best they can, while Filin's soldiers are writing
reports asking to be re-signed. And there's al-
ways a postscript: "We ask to remain in Filin's
brigade.." And some transfer to him, asking
only for one thing: to inform their former units
that they are not deserters. They just want to
really fight under a real officer.

KKK

The twice-shot company commander ordered
the survivors to retreat, and he himself lay down
behind the machine gun. The soldiers were also
wounded, but after bandaging themselves, they
pretended that they did not hear anything. Well,
suddenly the hearing was gone! They could
have retreated: crawling, on their bellies, on all
fours through the woods not yet occupied by
the enemy, but they didn't want to leave their
company commander, and they didn't have the
strength to pull him out. Three had shrapnel
wounds to their legs, one had a mangled thigh,
the rest had their arms, chest, and stomach shot
through or torn by bullets and shrapnel. Buryat
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was more fortunate than the others: a huge
chunk of the detonated mine slammed him
flat against the back of his bulletproof vest, its
dynamic force fracturing his ribs. Yet, even he
was unable to haul the wounded company com-
mander, not even by dragging him.

The company commander didn't yell at them or
curse: he parted his dry lips and quietly asked
them to go to the brigade's quarters and report
that the enemy would only enter the strong-
hold over their own corpses, and only when
he ran out of ammunition and met them with
the last grenade. But still, he wouldn't object if
Filin sent for him. He couldn't contact them by
radio: shrapnel-torn, it lay like useless junk be-
hind the trench parapet.

The soldiers sent to the rear managed to crawl
just a hundred meters when they met the re-
connaissance. Filin had a gut feeling some-
thing was wrong, so he sent scouts. They ar-
rived just in time: having fired his last round,
the company commander lay on his back,
watching the slowly drifting clouds and clutch-
ing a spherical, gridded "pineapple" grenade.
He was waiting for the AFU troopers to ap-
proach so he could pull out the cotter pin, its
legs already unclenched. The sun melted the
earth, but a cold shiver ran through the com-
pany commander from blood loss.
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The scouts approached from the flanks in two
IFVs and struck the enemy approaching from the
rear. In a few minutes, it was all over. They laid
the company commander on the armor, and he,
smiling with the last of his strength, whispered: "|
knew Filin would pull me out, | knew it..."

*kk

After his concussion, Pasha can barely hear, he
mostly lip-reads conversations. He has three
children. He hates alcohol and tobacco. He's
been at the front since the first days: as soon
as the special military operation began, he im-
mediately went to the military enlistment office,
without waiting for the call-up papers. First, he
was a marksman in the infantry, then on an au-
tomatic grenade launcher, and because of his
keen eye, he was transferred to a ZU-23 anti-
aircraft autocannon as a gunner. Two months
ago, a kamikaze drone hit their armored per-
sonnel carrier. Four were wounded, and the
fifth was killed. The guy had bad luck: he had
talked them into taking him along as a guard,
because, in the nearby tree line, only about
five hundred meters away, APUs had dug in. It
would be fine if they stayed in the trenches, but
what if some "immortals" got close and used
grenades or even tried to capture them? No,
his protection wouldn't hurt here.
Unfortunately, the drone pierced the APC
next to him. His legs were injured, he bled to
death — they did not save him. The driver was
protected by the open hatch, which took both
shrapnel and a shock wave. The commander
was thrown by the explosion and peppered
with shrapnel, as was the loader.

Pasha's cheek was burned, shrapnel pierced
his arm, and went under his bulletproof vest
from the back. The driver started the car, and
they reached the woods on their own, where
they took cover. On the way, they were target-
ed by mines three more times — apparently, a
second 'eye' was somewhere, but it wasn't ad-
justing very accurately.

Pasha actually fled the hospital without fully re-
covering — he didn't want to be sent to anoth-
er unit. A short leave, a meeting with his fam-
ily — and here he is, improving his health with
the aroma of the sun-infused pine needles of
Kreminna forests.

Why did he volunteer? So that children wouldn't
have to cleanse the Russian land of filth again.
Does he hate Ukrainians? No, of course not.

They’re just like Russians, only with their brains
scrambled. He treats them like they're sick.
And they fight normally — they're Slavs, after
all. Is he tired of war? Hard to say... It's time to
finish it, of course, but only on the western bor-
der of the former empire, and in no other way.

THE SVATOVO DIRECTION

Our troops are taking up positions on the
heights. Just an apology for the heights they
are, though. Merely humps in a flat area, but
they offer decent visibility, and the horizon is
noticeably pushed back. The enemy's posi-
tions were clearly visible, at least, in the range-
finder, you could clearly see their vehicles,
APCs, IFVs, moving back and forth, ferrying in
and out of the area. However, they weren't ex-
actly hiding, just a little cautious.

Between us and the enemy there was a low-
land, a shallow depression with sloping sides, a
fold left by a glacier, half a kilometer wide, and
even narrower in some places. Down the dry
riverbed there was sparse and frail shrubbery,
and on the slopes on both sides there was
a soft, flowery carpet with a low pile of glau-
cous mugwort, yellow sweet clover, lilac thistle
heads, feather grass, thistle, fescue, and a doz-
en other less known or completely unfamiliar
kinds of grass.

Until September 2022, a village of about twenty
houses had huddled in the hollow along the old
riverbed, hiding in gardens. Now there was only
a pile of bricks in the place of buildings, among
the gardens mowed down to the ground.
About two weeks ago, the AFU decided to
dislodge our troops from the strongpoint
and charged straight through the ravine, but
with no luck: they lost about a dozen men on
the slope, and two APCs were destroyed by
ATGMs. Today, there are already about fifteen
APCs and IFVs in the field, and around two
hundred Cargo 200. The most zealous ones
are within easy reach — even the stripes can
be read in a rangefinder. And then there's the
smell of death — thick, rich, mixed with the
scent of steppe grass.

The brigade commander, with a grimace (a con-
sequence of a shell-shock), said softly that eve-
ry two or three days, a couple of buses arrive,
drop off AFU soldiers, and they stupidly charge
at our machine guns. At first, they move in dash-
es, accompanied by mortar fire, but as soon as
they stumble upon their own dead, they slow
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their pace, or even stop altogether, looking for
a place to lie down, but every patch is already
occupied by the previous "immortals." Then they
realize their doom — that they won't escape.
And the machine guns begin their reaping.

His voice was colorless, with a hint of indiffer-
ence, and quiet — he never shouted, never
swore. He was truly unique, this young brigade
commander: he listened to Vysotsky's songs,
read Marquez and Carlos Zafon in the original,
and could talk for hours about Dali. He also
knew Valentin Pikul's "I Have the Honor" almost
by heart — the bedside book of a true officer.
The brigade commander said dully that any
minute now, right on schedule, the buses
would arrive and drop off the next shift, which,
like the previous ones, would begin blazing its
final trails into the lowlands, never to get out.
Both his tone and his words were strikingly
mundane: buses, another shift — as if he were
talking about a mine or a factory. And people
were brought here simply to die. And their
wives, children, and mothers waited for them
with hope...

The commander hated those who condemned
these men to certain death in senseless attacks
and didn't even retrieve the bodies of the fall-
en. After yet another well-promoted war corre-
spondent from the propaganda pool asked him
if he felt like an executioner mowing down the
ranks of the advancing soldiers, he barred the
brigade from journalists for good. With his tact-
less question, this war correspondent touched
upon something the commander kept hidden
from prying eyes somewhere deep within his
soul, unwilling to share his innermost thoughts
with anyone.

| mentally calculated: for the second week,
there are three buses every two or three days,
that's at least 600 people. This war was de-
vouring two battalions in five shifts on a narrow
front half a kilometer long.

Through the rangefinder, it was perfectly vis-
ible how they arrived, how people, pushing
and shoving, climbed out, looking around, and
immediately crammed in, how three IFVs ap-
proached, taking the special mission guys on
their armor. The marks on the bus showed
489 meters. To shred them with an automatic
grenade launcher is a piece of cake, let alone
with mortars. Of course, half a kilometer isn't
a distance for a rangefinder, even binoculars
would suffice, but it's better not to stick your
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head out, lest a sniper put a bullet in your
eye, adjusting for half a meter down from the
eyepiece...

Due to the wind direction, the AFU troopers
were suffocated by the stench of decomposing
bodies, which did nothing to inspire them. They
started attacking somewhat hectically, pressing
themselves against the IFVs as if trying to find
protection behind them. They walked, some-
times speeding up, then slowing down, and as
soon as they stepped onto the hollow strewn
with the bodies of the dead, they stopped al-
together, but then they started walking again,
trying not to step on the dead and huddling in
flocks like "skittish partridges."

They were allowed exactly 200 meters away
and fired at, point blank. Two IFVs burst into
flames at once, and only the third, sending
up a plume of smoke, turned and sped back.
It could have been disabled, but the brigade
commander gritted out: "Let it go. They'll have
a story to tell, and perhaps, after this, they!'l
start fighting for real."

Almost none of the attackers ever came back,
save for an IFV that fled.

In a day or two, three more buses will disgorge
another hundred and fifty doomed to die. More
will follow, endlessly, until they are all gone, ter-
rifying in their passive surrender to death.
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BAKHMUT DISTRICT

Four emerged from the battle: three were
wounded, one was shell-shocked — he was
thrown three times by the explosions like a ball
in a centrifuge. They didn't just come out —
they took out all the hardware: AGL, Kord, RPK,
machine guns, helmets, bulletproof vests, load-
bearing vests. For the record, an AGL weighs
about thirty kilograms, and a bulletproof vest
with an LBV weigh another fifteen. And all of
this was carried out by four men: three wound-
ed and one thrice shell-shocked.

Three of them were eventually issued certifi-
cates of injury, but the fourth, the shell-shocked
one, was not. The company paramedic decid-
ed that the guy was faking. Yet, the "faker's"
head was swollen, with dark blue circles under
his eyes from the concussion, but no visible
wounds!

While their paperwork was being processed,
they were swallowing some pills, washing them
down with energy drinks, and had no intention
of going to the hospital — only back to their po-
sitions. They said it not in a state of shock; they
had spent a day getting out, so if there was
shock, it had been long gone, and they weren't
boasting — they already knew the price of
death. Their brothers-in-arms remained there,
and they had to be with them. They just said it
like that, without pathos, as if they were going
to the store to buy some bread.

KKK

The reconnaissance unit reached the line of con-
tact at the agreed time. They were moving slow-
ly, carrying the wounded, when they ran into a
minefield. It was a small one, about 200 meters
deep, and beyond it were our trenches. They
had no strength left to go around, and no one
knew how far it stretched. To go to their own
positions through the mines meant guaranteed
death; to wait for help meant either our guys
would arrive or the enemy would. They radioed
in, reported the situation, and Filin ordered them
to wait for the evacuation group.

They might have waited for help, but the AFU
started shelling with mines — they could be
hit at any moment. And then, a dozen fight-
ers, ex-convicts, rose from the trench and si-
lently walked onto the mined field. They were
witnessing the tragedy of the reconnaissance
group unfolding before their eyes; they un-
derstood that these men would die, and they
couldn't let that happen. They stood up and
went in a chain, one after another: the first, the
second, the third... Without an order, they rose
from the trench and walked. Without an order
they went to death in the name of life. Silently.
The first detonation was the Cargo 200. The
second, the third, the fourth — all were WIAs:
some had their legs torn off, some were riddled
with shrapnel. They fell silently, only an occa-
sional muffled groan through clenched teeth...
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They would bandage the poor guy, apply a
tourniquet, lay him next to the trodden path
and then go on in a chain: the first, the second,
the third... An explosion — another Cargo 200.
They kept going, still going, clearing the mines
with their feet. One, two, three more explo-
sions — all WIAs. Antishock medication, tourni-
quets, bandages — lie down, men, wait, and if
you can, crawl back. And they kept going, forg-
ing a path, treading the way to salvation. Four
out of the dozen made it, leading the recon-
naissance unit back along their cleared path.
The wounded and the fallen were picked up —
the reconnaissance unit helped carry them.
When they came out to their people, the recon-
naissance group commander hugged each of
them, speaking with difficulty because of the
spasms in his throat: “Thank you, brother, we’'ve
already said goodbye to life!” No one would sus-
pect the commander of even a tiny bit of senti-
mentality, but then something broke through...
These were Filin's "Wolves." Near Berkhovka.
Under our very eyes. Bakhmut was fighting
back on the left, Soledar was being shelled
heavily on the right, and here, near Berkhovka,
Filin's guys were standing to the death.

NORTH OF BAKHMUT

Just the day before, we were joking with the
reconnaissance group commander, teasing
each other, smoking, talking, listening. In the
evening, he left — he was called to headquar-
ters and from there back to his reconnaissance
company. The next morning, he did not get in
touch, and an hour later, we learned: the en-
emy had broken through the defenses and
captured our trenches. Pockets of resistance
remained, fading more and more, like embers
in a campfire. The commander was there too,
he didn't go out — still just a boy, cheerful, with
dimples on his cheeks. We believe he's alive,
that we'll meet again on this earth.

We launched the "bird" — we needed to sur-
vey the area. Line of trenches, communica-
tion passages, dugouts. Almost everywhere,
there were already figures of AFU troopers.
Everywhere, but not everywhere. By the forked
pine tree, paratroopers held their ground — a
machine gun was spitting fire, a soldier with an
RPG rose twice above the parapet. He didn't
manage to fire a third time: he slumped to the
bottom of the trench with the grenade launch-
er in his hands. We could see another soldier
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push away the machine gun and pick up an as-
sault rifle — probably out of ammunition.

AFU troopers advanced in short dashes, three
of them jumped into the trench and started
making their way towards the guy who had re-
placed the machine gun with an assault rifle.
He should have retreated — there was still a
chance to go right along the trench and then
through the tree line, but he moved towards
them.

We stuck to the screen, our gazes fixed, under-
standing that this was the end.

He froze where the communication trench made
a turn and threw a grenade around the corner —
a classic trench clearing. He jumped out, falling
to one knee and pressing against the opposite
wall, fired a short burst along the trench — two
more hit the ground. Three "immortals" were
sent to meet their beloved Bandera. He bent
over them, took their loadouts with magazines,
and returned to the machine gun.

He didn't retreat. He continued the fight. Alone.
A nameless soldier, whose name will likely never
be known. An Orthodox warrior of the Russian
land. Or a Muslim. Or a Buddhist. Or perhaps a
pagan. It doesn't matter. A Russian warrior.

The drone was returning — its resource deplet-
ed. Everyone was silent, realizing that no one
would come to his aid — there was simply no
one...

According to reports, the places here are qui-
et, almost a rural idyll. And only very rare, local
skirmishes. %

Sergey Alexandrovich
Berezhnoy

Was born on September 28,1955, in the village
of Alyoshki, Ternovsky District, Voronezh
Region. He graduated from the Law Faculty
of Voronezh State University and the Academy
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the
USSR. Retired Federal Judge of the 1st Class.
Secretary of the Union of Writers of Russia.
Participant in military operations in Syria, in the post-Soviet space, including in
Ukraine. He was severely wounded. Author of over 50 books. Laureate of Great
Literary Prize and a number of other Russian and international awards.
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The destiny punched
out by a splinter

In collaboration with the Politruk magazine of the Russian
Ministry of Defense, Razvedchik publishes verses by
participants of the special military operation. Among them
there are those who gave their lives for the Motherland.

STANISLAV VEDRINTSEYV,
participant of SVO

Letter to the daughter

| read some lines washed away by the time.
Simple, sometimes even restrained words.

A father writes from the front to his only daughter:
“Hello, my sweetheart. How are you?

Here everything is quiet. We all are safe and sound.
Today for lunch we had stew with some meat.

Now we'll sleep, and tomorrow again

At dawn we leave, yet not towards home.

Remember how we walked in the park together?
We held hands — me, your mother and you.

The sun shone at us, and it was so hot,

And | brought some spring water to you...”

| read all these words and remember myself:
Simple happiness, my home and my family.
But only now | can understand him fully:

All that we write down, we write it for them.

They shouldn’t know about our bloody everyday life,
About pain and hardship, about hunger and death.
About how hard sometimes it is to sleep enough here,
About the cold we have to endure constantly.

And you repeat almost word after word:

“Hello, my sweetheart, hello, my dear!

Here everything is quiet, we all are safe and sound.
We'll come back home with a victory soon...”

*kk

Silent night wrapped me up

With a heavy, dense cover.

And together with it, everything dozed off.
As | was very tired, | dozed off too.

Carelessly, maybe very childlike,

| forgot suddenly about everything.

And | was sleeping already almost dead.
| dreamed of my wife, children and home.

And through my sleep | suddenly heard

That someone was howling above me,

As though a wolf had come out of the wood

To speak confidently and frankly with the Moon.
Then everything quickly stopped

And the silence came and reigned in the field.
Perhaps, this all was just a dream,

And there was no war near me?
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Almost blind in the night's embrace,

| tried to make something out in the dark.
And suddenly everything roared around me!
And | felt as if it was a lash

That drained my hand with a painful stroke,
Burned my fingers with a hot wave.

And | remembered all my life at that moment,
And | began to say words of a prayer.

Then | ran away, | was running and falling.

| counted seconds: one, two, and three!
And it seemed to me that someone nearby
Was saying to me: “Now you freeze!”

| stood still only for a moment.

Murderous splinters were pouring around.

“Run!” — shouted He, who had come to my rescue,
My incorporeal new dear friend.

And | ran again, almost blindly.

A real hell was emerging around me.

| started to feel a disgusting fetid stench
Of bony death’s ice cold mortal kisses.

And all of a sudden, straight under me,
The treacherous ground broke as a thread,
And all my life then,  won't hide it from you,
Floated quickly before my scared eyes.

| fell down on the bottom of a trench,

Slightly powdered with dry greyish soil.
And above, as a thud of horses’ hoofs,
The war was thundering over my head.

And | prayed: “Oh, Son of God!

I beg You, save me and protect!”
And He was praying with me too,
He and | were alone in the dark.

And | felt how the death was trying

With its invisible but disgusting bony hand
To catch me, but it didn't succeed.

To spite it, | was scared but still alive.

And then it finally went powerless,

All of a sudden it gave up and stepped back.
As if obeying a command ‘At ease!”

It went away quickly, returning to hell.

Night again wrapped me up

With a heavy, dense cover.

And together with it, everything dozed off,
But this time | alone was keeping awake...

VLADIMIR SKOBTSOV,

Donetsk poet and performer of songs,
in SVO, adviser to the project director
“Maxim Krivonos Detachment”

Don't be afraid, our Motherland

Don't speculate with Z sign

And don't take us for lambs.

We had a definite task to hold out

And we've been standing for eight years.

Enemy went, followed by crows,

And the order given to us was very brief:
“Stand for a day, hold on for a night”,
And we've been holding for eight years.

With just one hope — to see the dawn,
That will equalize our chances

To stand for a day, to hold on for a night,
And we've been standing for eight years.

And how many of them who have left us

Will not be remembered, nor written in calendars!
We had no choice but to hold on

And we've been holding for eight years.

Our great Motherland, salute!

Be not afraid of troubles, brothers.
All'you should do is just to hold on,

As we've been holding for eight years.

The war with demons
will be long

In vain they try to cut our Motherland and eat her!
Angry and ignorant guys make my blood freeze.
And life won't be the same any more,

And death is becoming younger every day.

You won't be able to hide in the capital,

You won't find with what to cover in cold nights.
You will get back with a hundredfold of

Other people’s pain and other people’s tears.

Itis doubtful that you'll able to forget

The destiny punched out by a splinter.

We have been being killed for too long,

But it is necessary to live a long life in Russia.

Behind us, stars shine as if in a shooting range.
Trouble, like Volga, slowly flows in the sky.

We have been living in a peace for too much time,
A war with demons will be long.
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VITALY TATARINOV,

the participant of SVO since October, 2022,
was involved in fights near Kursk

during the defense of Malaya Loknya

Dream at Radunitsa

Today | dreamed: we are in encirclement again,
Again a tank and enemy’s mortar shoot at us,

And our companions’ shadows rise by our side,
And the commander again leads us to Loknya.

| woke up five times, in sweat and with alarm,
And again fell in a dream to finish that fight.
And | already prepared to meeting with God.
Then | open my eyes and understand: I'm alive!

Bandages

The medical train rails through the steppe,
Howl and gnash of metal cut the air.

— Dear, have more sleep, please, sleep, —
The nurse is whispering to the soldier.

He can't sleep, burning with delirium,

Flashes and explosions pass by his eyes.
And, opening the coach door with his stump,

A mustached wheelchair-bound invalid drives in.

The guy from above asks for a smoke,
But in coaches, perfectly clean,
You wish only to start yelling from pain.

It's good that bandages are reeled on, hiding the wounds.

Well, bandages! Bandages are all about!
Bandages have reeled on all around.
Asiif girls’ bows when at school,

Boys tear off bandages in a dream.

What they see in their dreams? God save me!
It's terrible to sink into a soldier’s sleep.

The train keeps railing through Russia,

And it s still far from being stopped!

kkk

Clouds keep floating somewhere,
Lonely wanderers of life.

As if having seen God, a hand

Will cross unconsciously three times.

And grief which is familiar to heart,
Will respond in clouds and in soul.
Dark shawl, as a grey cloud,

Will spill down loudly as a sweet rain.

The grass will blossom and mature.

In the nature, everything will change.

It suffers without rain as if without God.
And sunflowers’ faces are shining down.
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DMITRY MULYGIN,

Russian musician, leader of the group
“Kutkh’s raven”, volunteer,

died near Krasnoarmeysk

The falcon rose from
a branch into the sky

All of them cried at the beginning:
“How will we shoulder that?”

The whole Russia angrily grumbled:
“Hey, you, don't brawl there.

What's the fuss? Where are you going?
The string sings us another song.

For what this stuff, all these hurrays?

It is none of our business, guys”.

The falcon rose from a branch into the sky.
It flew away to peck enemy’s eyes.

The brother said goodbye, he bowed

And hit the road to go for the war.

Our eastern guys crossed themselves

And marched to the West, one, two, one, two...

Steppes remember their name.
Winds blow from North to South.
And we are moving, carried by them
Right there, across the forest line.

In vain the fence for us was fenced,
In vain they started to tear tree roots.
This garden has been planted by us,
And we are those who will water it.

An acorn rolled away from an oak-tree.

It went downhill, quickly gaining speed.
You've been born, now you'll be useful —
Cut stronger, and sharpen arms sharper.
You've come to take part in the war —

So make war, move faster, hurry up!

Tell me, are our hands crooked?

Tell me, are our hearts cold?

Aren’t we grandsons of our grandpas?
If so, let's fight up to the end.

Know, remember and believe,

Report it to all your guys:

The Homeland is stronger than death.
We live with that and we stand on that!

The falcon rose from a branch into the sky.
It flew away to peck enemy’s eyes.

The brother said goodbye, he bowed

And hit the road to go for the war.

Our eastern guys crossed themselves

And marched to the West, one, two, one, two...

literature club

Talk some sense
into me, My God

Make me see the light, oh, God,
Show me the leak.

Show me your strictness,
Cause you know my speech.
Words of my own anthem

Have changed their lines:

I'm not lucky in love,

So Il find my luck in death.

I'm not for glory.

I'm not for respect.

Let me do just one thing:

To squeeze through beside you.
Yet in rubles or hryvnias,

My account is not large.

I'm not lucky in love,

So Il find my luck in death.

Peace, our land and friendship —
I've got for what to fall.

Your mission is the service.

The word is a shield and a sword.
Under ferrous downpour

Our platoon is advancing.

I'm not lucky in love,

So Il find my luck in death.

The wind blows each time stronger,

And always in the face.

So we should stand more firmly,
As if before the end.
Somewnhere behind a precipice
The machine gun starts to roar.
I'm not lucky in love,

So Il find my luck in death.

If 1 must, | will surely

Drink my cup to the end,
Let me just fulfill

This beauty on my way.

On spring in Krapivna
Cherry trees will bloom.
I'm not lucky in love,

So Il find my luck in death.

Shadows that are coming,
Ghosts of scary nights,

Sickly shabby monster —

Get out of my sight!

You don't sleep, you're asking
How many days and years.
And now you have learnt it —
The death does not exist.

And behind the gate you

Will be standing to the right

Of she who gives you a son,

Of she who gives you a daughter.
Here is house-warming,

Here is the young blood.

Quiet merry-making

Stands for eternal love.

Eternal merry-making

Stands for quiet love.
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If weeds have taken root in your vegetable garden again, use proven remedies — Drawing by
Geranium (Shahed), Hyacinth (Giatsint), Hazel (Oreshnik) and Blazing Sun (TOS-1). Vladimir Mochalov

Selected moments from
operative correspondence

In the country, male bread-winners of the family are ex-
empted from military service.

The foreigner looks after himself with great care: he's
dignified, calm, neat, washed repeatedly in various deo-
dorants and perfumes.

The tentative study of “D” showed that his ideology is
lame in both legs, and generally, his health is rather poor.

Being asked directly about belonging to the secret ser-

vices of the enemy, the subject gives an evasive answer
as yet.
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“V” stubbornly refuses to cooperate with us so far, refer-
ring to the absence of reason.

Besides the foreigner’s next-of-kin, those sharing the
house with him are his wife, son, mother, father, brother.

As the source confessed to the Russian representative,
he does not love his work. What he loves is fishing, wom-
en, and life.

At a regular meeting “V” confided to the field officer that

he is constantly short of the most important thing in life,
namely money.
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